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ABIDE

to remain or  dwel l ,  
to cont inue in a place,  
to wait  for

IN

enclosed or 
surrounded by 
something else

JESUS

Creator of  a l l ,  
Lover of  my soul



Jesus said,  “ I  am the true v ine,  and my Father is  the v inedresser.  Ever y 
branch in me that  does not bear f ru i t  he takes away,  and ever y branch 
that  does bear f ru i t  he prunes,  that  i t  may bear more frui t .  Already you 
are c lean because of  the word that  I  have spoken to you.  

Abide in me,  and I  in  you.  As the branch cannot bear f ru i t  by i tsel f,  unless 
i t  abides in the v ine,  neither  can you,  unless you abide in me.  I  am the 
v ine;  you are the branches.  Whoever abides in me and I  in  him,  he i t  is  
that  bears much frui t ,  for  apar t  f rom me you can do nothing.  

I f  anyone does not abide in me he is  thrown away l ike a branch and with-
ers;  and the branches are gathered,  thrown into the fire,  and burned.  I f  
you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  and 
i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear much 
f ru i t  and so prove to be my disciples.  As the Father has loved me,  so have 
I  loved you.  

Abide in my love.  I f  you keep my commandments,  you wi l l  abide in my 
love,  just  as I  have kept my Father 's  commandments and abide in his  love.  
These things I  have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that 
your joy may be ful l .”  

JOHN 15 : 1 - 1 1  (ESV )
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Jesus said,  “These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my joy may be in you,  
and that  your joy may be ful l .”

What things did He speak?  How do we receive His joy? How can our joy 
be ful l?   How does this  apply to me?

We have been looking to answer these quest ions.   Our conclusion is :  Our 
Christ ian l i fe depends entirely on our abiding IN Jesus.

Jesus ( the one who designed us)  said,  “ I f  you abide in me and I  in  you,  you 
wi l l  bear much frui t ;  apar t  f rom me you can do nothing.”  John 15:5

“God designed the human machine to run on Himself.   He Himself  is  the 
fuel  our  spir i ts  were designed to burn,  or  the food our spir i ts  were 
designed to feed on.   There is  no other.”  C .S.  Lewis

“We have come to know and to bel ieve the love that  God has for  us.  God is  
love,  and whoever abides IN love abides IN God,  and God abides IN him.”  
1John 4:16

I t  is  perplexing and sober ing that  we the authors,  as long-t ime fol lowers 
of  Jesus,  had not unt i l  recent ly understood the impor tance of  Jesus’  
commands in John 15:1-11.  We are assuming that  many other fo l lowers of  
Chr ist  have not considered the depth of  our need to abide IN Jesus.  
IN Jesus ,  we receive forgiveness for  our s ins,  l i fe  with God forever,  and 
“ever y spir i tual  b lessing”.   

Our salvat ion,  forgiveness,  spir i tual  g i fts ,  t ransformation,  f ru i t fu lness and 
al l  of  God’s blessings are not  given apar t  f rom Jesus.   “Blessed be the God 
and Father of  our Lord Jesus Chr ist ,  who has blessed us with ever y 
spir i tual  b lessing in the heavenly places in Christ .”  Ephesians 1:3.  God 
does not give us a bundle of blessings which we can carry away from 
Him.  No,  God offers us only Himself  IN Jesus;  not  `a la  car te ,  but  as the 
whole,  undiv idable,  and only Savior.   This is  great  news!   As we remain IN 
HIM, His Holy Spir i t  wi l l  guide,  empower,  teach,  b less and protect  us in 
order for  our l ives to bear f ru i t .

The next reasonable quest ions are,  “How do I  abide in Chr ist?  What are 
my next steps?”   Chr ist  declares in John 14:6 “ I  am the way and the truth 
and the l i fe .  No one comes to the Father except through me.”   This 
Scr ipture’s  message is  v i ta l .  Yet ,  i f  you are l ike us,  you’d l ike more specific 
direct ion.

Why doesn’t  God make “the steps” more obvious?  Could i t  be that  God 
wants you discover these things by coming to Him, abiding In Him, and 
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staying there?  You are the unique one that  He created for  His pleasure 
and your good.   He wants to answer your quest ions in person.  

Our prayer is  that  th is  study wi l l  be a helpful  tool  to transform your 
re lat ionship with Jesus.   In  other words,  we pray that  you wi l l  abide in 
Him as you encounter  this  writ ing.   Not ice this  real ly  impor tant 
dist inct ion.   I f  you abide in Him, the love and power of  God wi l l  be 
del ivered from God (the Gardener ) ,  through Jesus ( the Vine) ,  and to you 
His Fol lower ( the branch) .  This is  God’s way to keep you in His purpose.  
I f  you merely read about abiding in Chr ist ,  no real  change wi l l  take place.   
How can you abide when you haven’t  read the study yet?  God has 
already invited you to abide in Chr ist .  Let’s  accept His invitat ion by 
praying:  “Father God,  help me to abide IN Chr ist .”   

We can say with complete confidence that  your prayer wi l l  be answered!

Our prayer is  that  as we (the authors)  abide IN Chr ist ,  we wi l l  
communicate God’s truths and prompt bel ievers in Chr ist  to receive al l  
that  He offers.  And,  we pray that  those who don’t  t rust  Jesus as their  
Lord wi l l  understand who He truly is  and wi l l  t rust  Him.  We pray that  you 
would come to Him, remain in Him, bear much frui t  and receive the joy 
that  God desires to share with us.

Let’s  seek Him together,  set t l ing for  nothing less than God’s a l l  for  us.   
Because of  Jesus’  work on the cross,  He is  ready to receive us with joy 
and make our joy fu l l !   As we abide IN Him, Jesus wi l l  bear beaut i fu l  f ru i t  
through each of  us for  His glor y and our joy.

Jesus said,  “Because I  l ive,  you also wi l l  l ive.  In that day you wil l  know 
that I  am in my Father,  and you in me, and I  in you.”   John 14:19-20

In  Him,
The Hol l iday Drive Abiders

This devot ional  was prompted by Andrew Murray’s book ,  “Abide in 
Chr ist”.   After  working through “Abide in Chr ist”,  each of  the authors 
heard Murray’s c lear  communicat ion of  God’s deep truths and were 
changed as we chose to abide IN Jesus.   We are eternal ly  thankful  for  the 
frui t  that  God cont inues to grow in our l ives because of  Murray’s work in 
Chr ist ,  just  as i t  has in the l ives of  others for  over 150 years s ince i ts  
in i t ia l  publ ishing.  

INTRODUCTION
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Each t ime you see a blue door 
icon,  p lease par t ic ipate in the 
act iv i ty noted.

Each t ime you see a grey door 
icon,  p lease jo in us in prayer.
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CHAPTER ONE:

lov·ing
/ˈləviNG/

adjective
1. feeling or showing love or great care.
synonyms: affectionate, fond, devoted, 
adoring, doting, solicitous, 
demonstrative;

noun
1. the demonstration of love or great 
care.

A LOVING COMMAND



Watchman Nee wrote,  “Outside of  Chr ist ,  I  am only a s inner ;  in  Chr ist ,  I  
am saved.  Outside of  Chr ist ,  I  am empty;  in  Chr ist ,  I  am ful l .  Outside of  
Chr ist ,  I  am weak;  in  Chr ist ,  I  am strong.  Outside of  Chr ist ,  I  cannot ;  in  
Chr ist ,  I  am more than able.  Outside of  Chr ist ,  I  have been defeated;  in  
Chr ist ,  I  am already victor ious.  How meaningful  are the words,  ‘ In  
Chr ist .’ ”

Please refer  back to the scr ipture before the introduct ion ( John 15:1-11) .   
As you read i t ,  c i rc le the word “ in”  each t ime i t  appears.

Throughout Scr ipture we are lovingly commanded to abide in Chr ist .   In  
th is  way,  the k ind Father guides us to a fu l l  l i fe  IN Him – His peace -  His 
shalom.  As we abide in Him, we exper ience salvat ion,  forgiveness,  spir i-
tual  powers,  and al l  of  God’s blessings.  These gi fts  are cont ingent upon 
Jesus,  they are In  Jesus,  they cannot be separated from Him.  

“For you have died,  and your l i fe  is  h idden with Chr ist  in  God.”  Colossians 
3:3

“ ‘ In  h im we l ive and move and have our being ’.”  Acts 17:28

GOD’S CLEAR MESSAGE

Trace’s Stor y:
“Early in my Chr ist ian l i fe ,  I  bel ieved Jesus was with me.  I  saw Him as 
avai lable when I  needed help.   Later  I  real ized the converse as being more 
true – I  was with Jesus.  He was leading,  even when I  d id not  recognize i t .   
Today,  the Lord is  showing me what i t  means to l ive in Him and Him in 
me.”

As you read the fo l lowing scr iptures,  p lease go s low. Don’t  sk im.  Many of  
us have read the scr iptures below mult ip le t imes and have missed a deep 
message.   

Under l ine the phrases “ in Him” and “by Him” and any other phrase that  
states Jesus’  posit ion as the sole-provider.  The first  two verses are 
completed as examples.   

“ I  am the way,  the truth,  and the Li fe .  No one comes to the Father except 
by me.”  John 14:6

“And this  is  the test imony,  God gave us eternal  l i fe ,  and this  l i fe  is  in  his  
Son.  Whoever has the Son has l i fe ;  whoever does not have the Son of  

God does not have l i fe .”  1John 5:11-12

“For in Him al l  the ful lness of  God was pleased to dwel l ,  and through Him 
to reconci le  to Himself  a l l  th ings,  whether on ear th or  in heaven,  making 
peace by the blood of  h is  cross.”  Colossians 1:19-20

“But now in Chr ist  Jesus you who once were far  of f  have been brought 
near by the blood of  Chr ist .  For  He Himself  is  our peace…”  Ephesians 2:  
13-14

“He has del ivered us from the domain of  darkness and transferred us to 
the k ingdom of  his  beloved Son,  in whom we have redemption,  the 
forgiveness of  s ins.”  Colossians 1:13-14

“For you have died,  and your l i fe  is  h idden with Chr ist  in  God.  When 
Christ  who is  your l i fe  appears,  then you also wi l l  appear with Him in 
glor y.“  Colossians 3:3-4

“ I  am the v ine;  you are the branches.  Whoever abides in me and I  in  him,  
he i t  is  that  bears much frui t ,  for  apar t  f rom me you can do nothing.”  John 
15:5

“Praise be to the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus Chr ist ,  who has 
blessed us in the heavenly realms with ever y spir i tual  b lessing in Chr ist .  
For  he chose us in Him before the creat ion of  the world to be holy and 
blameless in his  s ight .  In  love he predest ined us for  adopt ion to sonship 
through Jesus Chr ist ,  in  accordance with his  pleasure and wi l l  — to the 
praise of  h is  glor ious grace,  which he has freely given us in the One he 
loves.”  Ephesians 1:3-6

"Only in the Lord,  i t  shal l  be said of  me,  are r ighteousness and strength.”  
Isaiah 45:24

"That I  may be found in Him, having the r ighteousness of  God.”  
Phi l ippians 3:9

“God made Him who had no s in to be s in for  us,  so that  in Him we might 
become the r ighteousness of  God.”  2 Cor inthians 5:12

What is  the big message conveyed through the scr iptures on page 3?
 

On page 3,  the scr ipture in Ephesians 1 states,  “For he chose us in Him 
before the creat ion of  the world. . .”  The sentence would make sense 
without the phrase,  “ in Him”.   Why do you think the author adds the 
phrase,  “ in Him”? 

What is  the di f ference between “ in Chr ist”  and “from Christ”?

God is  speaking to you through His Word.  Choose one or  more scr iptures 
from page 2 or  3 that  stand out to you.  Write the scr ipture(s)  and 
descr ibe the message you are hear ing.
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EVERY BLESSING IS IN CHRIST

God does not give us a bundle of blessings which we can carry away 
from Him.   No,  God offers us only Himself  IN Jesus;  not  `a la  car te ,  but  as 
the whole,  undiv idable,  and only Savior.  Al l  the benefits,  b lessings,  and 
gifts  of  God are found IN Chr ist .   They are not  of fered apar t  f rom Him. “As 
the branch cannot bear f ru i t  by i tsel f,  unless i t  abides in the v ine,  neither  
can you,  unless you abide in me”  ( John 15:4)  and,  “ for  apar t  f rom me you 
can do nothing.  I f  anyone does not abide in me he is  thrown away l ike a 
branch and withers .”  ( John 15:5-6) .   This truth creates a fr ightening 
s i tuat ion for  the bel iever.  When we wander from Christ ,  we are powerless 
to do Chr ist- l ike acts.   Praise God,  He has provided for  us:  when we abide 
in Him, we bear eternal  f ru i t  that  is  wi l led and empowered by Jesus.

For you personal ly,  what does i t  look l ike when you are not  abiding in 
Jesus?

For you personal ly,  what does abiding in Jesus look l ike?

I f  you are not  sure,  ask Jesus to show you by writ ing a prayer below: 

Let’s  star t  by reminding ourselves who i t  is  we are cal led to abide in .  

King David wrote in Psalm 8:

“O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!   You have set  
your glor y above the heavens.   Out of  the mouth of  babies and infants,  you 
have establ ished strength because of  your foes,  to st i l l  the enemy and the 
avenger.

When I  look at  your heavens,  the work of  your fingers,  the moon and the 
stars,  which you have set  in place,  what is  man that  you are mindful  of  
h im,  and the son of  man that  you care for  h im?

Yet you have made him a l i t t le  lower than the heavenly beings and 
crowned him with glor y and honor.   You have given him dominion over the 
works of  your hands;  you have put a l l  th ings under his  feet ,  a l l  sheep and 
oxen,  and also the beasts of  the field,  the birds of  the heavens,  and the 
fish of  the sea,  whatever passes along the paths of  the seas.

O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!”

Our Lord has put us in posit ion to have a remarkable l i fe  as we are in 
fe l lowship with Him.  Is  your re lat ionship with Chr ist  remarkable,  
extraordinar y,  except ional ,  amazing!?  Many Chr ist ians desire to 
wholehear tedly say,  “Yes!”  But often,  we quiet ly  mumble,  “No.”

There is  no desire to offend anyone with this  quest ion.   The hope is  to 
awaken us Chr ist ians from sleep-walking through rout ines and 
unremarkable Chr ist ian motions.   The Creator  of  a l l  th ings is  invit ing us 
into a REMARKABLE l i fe .   Let’s  expect  the Holy Spir i t  to give us a 
br ightness and vibrancy as we abide in Jesus.

Stop for  a second.   I f  you are ready,  wri te a prayer to God that  you are 
opening yourself  to the remarkable l i fe  –  HIM.  He loves that .

OUR SITUATION

When some of  you first  responded to Chr ist ’s  cal l ,  you exper ienced the 
miracle of  God awakening you as you obeyed his  first  command to come to 
Him.  Your l ives blossomed as you freshly exper ienced his  grace and truth.   
Many of  you have been miraculously changed as the Holy Spir i t ’s  power 
removed you from terr ib le s i tuat ions whi le forgiv ing you of  terr ib le s ins.  
Some of  you had less obvious s ins;  yet ,  God made you aware of  your 
disobedience,  str iv ing to create your own kingdoms.   You too exper ienced 
the salvat ion of  our Savior.  Even though we have al l  come from dif ferent 
categor ies of  s in and brokenness,  none of  us have regretted coming to 
Him. 

And,  s ince then,  you have had disappointments.   You have had seasons of  
increased s in ,  joylessness,  and feeble connect ions with your Savior.   
Why?  Because you wandered from Him.  Jesus commands that ,  not  only 
must you come to Him, you must stay in Him.   Please do not miss the 
intent ional  use of  the word “must .”   Even though Jesus Chr ist  is  the 
creator,  sustainer,  and redeemer of  the UNIVERSE,  whi le He was in human 
flesh,  He needed to abide IN the Father.   L ikewise,  to receive the 
remarkable l i fe  that  is  of fered to you,  you must abide in Jesus.   

What is  your response when you read that  your t imes of  spir i tual  dr yness 
and disconnect ion are because you wandered away from Him?

Do you agree or  do you think i t  is  caused by something else?  What is  the 
something else?

JESUS AS A MAN NEEDED TO ABIDE ALSO

Isn’ t  i t  stunning that  the creator  of  the universe needed to abide with the 
Father through prayer? 

“And r is ing ver y ear ly  in the morning,  whi le i t  was st i l l  dark ,  Jesus 
depar ted and went out  to a desolate place,  and there he prayed.”  
Mark 1:35.

In  the garden of  Gethsemane,  hours before Jesus’  crucifixion:  “And going 
a l i t t le  far ther Jesus fe l l  on his  face and prayed,  saying,  “My Father,  i f  i t  be 
possible ,  let  th is  cup pass from me;  never theless,  not  as I  wi l l ,  but  as you 
wi l l .”  Matthew 26:39

Jesus said to Phi l l ip,  “Have I  been with you so long,  and you st i l l  do not 
know me,  Phi l ip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.  How can you 
say,  ‘Show us the Father ’ ?  Do you not bel ieve that  I  am in the Father and 
the Father is  in me? The words that I  say to you I  do not speak on my 
own authority,  but the Father who dwells in me does His works.  Bel ieve 
me that I  am in the Father and the Father is in me,  or  e lse bel ieve on 
account of  the works themselves.  John 14:8-11.
  
I f  Jesus needed to abide,  i t  is  c lear  that  we need to a lso!

What truths about God are highl ighted in the scr iptures above?  L ist  as 
many as you can.

INVITATION TO REMARKABLE AND ABUNDANT JOY

Good news!   Hear God’s promise from John 15.   Please don’t  sk im,  absorb 
God’s invitat ion to you.

“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.  As the Father has loved me,  so 
have I  loved you.  Abide in my love.  I f  you keep my commandments,  you 
wi l l  abide in my love,  just  as I  have kept my Father 's  commandments and 
abide in his  love.  These things I  have spoken to you, that my joy may be 
in you, and that your joy may be ful l .”

Romans 12:2 
“Do not conform to the pattern of  th is  world but be transformed by the 
renewing of  your mind.  Then you wi l l  be able to test  and approve what 
God’s wi l l  is—his good,  pleasing and per fect  wi l l .”

Anne’s Stor y:
“ I  c lear ly  remember the bubbl ing-over joy I  exper ienced the day I  was 
prompted by the Lord’s Prayer to be forgiven and then to forgive.   I  wrote 
out ever y person I  could think of  to forgive;  and Chr ist  gave me His 
forgiveness to extend to them. My joy was ful l .  I  sk ipped around al l  
afternoon.”

In what ways do you exper ience the Lord’s joy?

 

How are those exper iences connected to abiding in Jesus?

What is  h inder ing you from receiv ing the Lord’s fu l l  joy?

Frank’s Stor y:
“ In my morning quiet  t ime,  I  pray that  I  wi l l  abide in Jesus that  day.  I  
v isual ize Him holding me in His arms.  I f  Jesus is  holding me c lose then I  
wi l l  be where I  am supposed to be,  doing what He wants me to do,  and 
doing i t  His way.  The Holy Spir i t  is  guiding me,  teaching me,  protect ing 
me and discipl in ing me.  

Dur ing the day when I  remember to intent ional ly  ask Jesus to hold onto me 
and lead me,  the di f ferent chores of  the day,  which may not have been 
scheduled,  seem to fa l l  into place in order ly fashion.  I  get  more 
accompl ished and best  of  a l l ,  I  receive the Lord’s joy and don’t  feel  stress 
as I  go through the day.”

Please write below what you are feel ing as a transparent prayer to God.   
He loves to hear your honest praise,  lament ,  f rustrat ions and requests.

Write-out below John 15:11,  “These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my 
joy may be in you,  and that  your joy may be ful l .”

  

Pray and ask Him to show you His love for  you.  Ask Him to show you what 
is  h inder ing your abiding.   Jesus loves you more than you can comprehend.   
Ask Him to help you receive His love.

Let’s  receive this  remarkable l i fe  where Chr ist ’s  love flows through us by 
His Spir i t  in  order to love others and bear eternal  spir i tual  f ru i t .   His joy is  
in us and is  fu l l !

May God bless you as you abide in Him!



Watchman Nee wrote,  “Outside of  Chr ist ,  I  am only a s inner ;  in  Chr ist ,  I  
am saved.  Outside of  Chr ist ,  I  am empty;  in  Chr ist ,  I  am ful l .  Outside of  
Chr ist ,  I  am weak;  in  Chr ist ,  I  am strong.  Outside of  Chr ist ,  I  cannot ;  in  
Chr ist ,  I  am more than able.  Outside of  Chr ist ,  I  have been defeated;  in  
Chr ist ,  I  am already victor ious.  How meaningful  are the words,  ‘ In  
Chr ist .’ ”

Please refer  back to the scr ipture before the introduct ion ( John 15:1-11) .   
As you read i t ,  c i rc le the word “ in”  each t ime i t  appears.

Throughout Scr ipture we are lovingly commanded to abide in Chr ist .   In  
th is  way,  the k ind Father guides us to a fu l l  l i fe  IN Him – His peace -  His 
shalom.  As we abide in Him, we exper ience salvat ion,  forgiveness,  spir i-
tual  powers,  and al l  of  God’s blessings.  These gi fts  are cont ingent upon 
Jesus,  they are In  Jesus,  they cannot be separated from Him.  

“For you have died,  and your l i fe  is  h idden with Chr ist  in  God.”  Colossians 
3:3

“ ‘ In  h im we l ive and move and have our being ’.”  Acts 17:28

GOD’S CLEAR MESSAGE

Trace’s Stor y:
“Early in my Chr ist ian l i fe ,  I  bel ieved Jesus was with me.  I  saw Him as 
avai lable when I  needed help.   Later  I  real ized the converse as being more 
true – I  was with Jesus.  He was leading,  even when I  d id not  recognize i t .   
Today,  the Lord is  showing me what i t  means to l ive in Him and Him in 
me.”

As you read the fo l lowing scr iptures,  p lease go s low. Don’t  sk im.  Many of  
us have read the scr iptures below mult ip le t imes and have missed a deep 
message.   

Under l ine the phrases “ in Him” and “by Him” and any other phrase that  
states Jesus’  posit ion as the sole-provider.  The first  two verses are 
completed as examples.   

“ I  am the way,  the truth,  and the Li fe .  No one comes to the Father except 
by me.”  John 14:6

“And this  is  the test imony,  God gave us eternal  l i fe ,  and this  l i fe  is  in  his  
Son.  Whoever has the Son has l i fe ;  whoever does not have the Son of  

God does not have l i fe .”  1John 5:11-12

“For in Him al l  the ful lness of  God was pleased to dwel l ,  and through Him 
to reconci le  to Himself  a l l  th ings,  whether on ear th or  in heaven,  making 
peace by the blood of  h is  cross.”  Colossians 1:19-20

“But now in Chr ist  Jesus you who once were far  of f  have been brought 
near by the blood of  Chr ist .  For  He Himself  is  our peace…”  Ephesians 2:  
13-14

“He has del ivered us from the domain of  darkness and transferred us to 
the k ingdom of  his  beloved Son,  in whom we have redemption,  the 
forgiveness of  s ins.”  Colossians 1:13-14

“For you have died,  and your l i fe  is  h idden with Chr ist  in  God.  When 
Christ  who is  your l i fe  appears,  then you also wi l l  appear with Him in 
glor y.“  Colossians 3:3-4

“ I  am the v ine;  you are the branches.  Whoever abides in me and I  in  him,  
he i t  is  that  bears much frui t ,  for  apar t  f rom me you can do nothing.”  John 
15:5

“Praise be to the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus Chr ist ,  who has 
blessed us in the heavenly realms with ever y spir i tual  b lessing in Chr ist .  
For  he chose us in Him before the creat ion of  the world to be holy and 
blameless in his  s ight .  In  love he predest ined us for  adopt ion to sonship 
through Jesus Chr ist ,  in  accordance with his  pleasure and wi l l  — to the 
praise of  h is  glor ious grace,  which he has freely given us in the One he 
loves.”  Ephesians 1:3-6

"Only in the Lord,  i t  shal l  be said of  me,  are r ighteousness and strength.”  
Isaiah 45:24

"That I  may be found in Him, having the r ighteousness of  God.”  
Phi l ippians 3:9

“God made Him who had no s in to be s in for  us,  so that  in Him we might 
become the r ighteousness of  God.”  2 Cor inthians 5:12

What is  the big message conveyed through the scr iptures on page 3?
 

On page 3,  the scr ipture in Ephesians 1 states,  “For he chose us in Him 
before the creat ion of  the world. . .”  The sentence would make sense 
without the phrase,  “ in Him”.   Why do you think the author adds the 
phrase,  “ in Him”? 

What is  the di f ference between “ in Chr ist”  and “from Christ”?

God is  speaking to you through His Word.  Choose one or  more scr iptures 
from page 2 or  3 that  stand out to you.  Write the scr ipture(s)  and 
descr ibe the message you are hear ing.

3 ABIDE IN JESUS  |  HIS INVITATION

EVERY BLESSING IS IN CHRIST

God does not give us a bundle of blessings which we can carry away 
from Him.   No,  God offers us only Himself  IN Jesus;  not  `a la  car te ,  but  as 
the whole,  undiv idable,  and only Savior.  Al l  the benefits,  b lessings,  and 
gifts  of  God are found IN Chr ist .   They are not  of fered apar t  f rom Him. “As 
the branch cannot bear f ru i t  by i tsel f,  unless i t  abides in the v ine,  neither  
can you,  unless you abide in me”  ( John 15:4)  and,  “ for  apar t  f rom me you 
can do nothing.  I f  anyone does not abide in me he is  thrown away l ike a 
branch and withers .”  ( John 15:5-6) .   This truth creates a fr ightening 
s i tuat ion for  the bel iever.  When we wander from Christ ,  we are powerless 
to do Chr ist- l ike acts.   Praise God,  He has provided for  us:  when we abide 
in Him, we bear eternal  f ru i t  that  is  wi l led and empowered by Jesus.

For you personal ly,  what does i t  look l ike when you are not  abiding in 
Jesus?

For you personal ly,  what does abiding in Jesus look l ike?

I f  you are not  sure,  ask Jesus to show you by writ ing a prayer below: 

Let’s  star t  by reminding ourselves who i t  is  we are cal led to abide in .  

King David wrote in Psalm 8:

“O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!   You have set  
your glor y above the heavens.   Out of  the mouth of  babies and infants,  you 
have establ ished strength because of  your foes,  to st i l l  the enemy and the 
avenger.

When I  look at  your heavens,  the work of  your fingers,  the moon and the 
stars,  which you have set  in place,  what is  man that  you are mindful  of  
h im,  and the son of  man that  you care for  h im?

Yet you have made him a l i t t le  lower than the heavenly beings and 
crowned him with glor y and honor.   You have given him dominion over the 
works of  your hands;  you have put a l l  th ings under his  feet ,  a l l  sheep and 
oxen,  and also the beasts of  the field,  the birds of  the heavens,  and the 
fish of  the sea,  whatever passes along the paths of  the seas.

O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!”

Our Lord has put us in posit ion to have a remarkable l i fe  as we are in 
fe l lowship with Him.  Is  your re lat ionship with Chr ist  remarkable,  
extraordinar y,  except ional ,  amazing!?  Many Chr ist ians desire to 
wholehear tedly say,  “Yes!”  But often,  we quiet ly  mumble,  “No.”

There is  no desire to offend anyone with this  quest ion.   The hope is  to 
awaken us Chr ist ians from sleep-walking through rout ines and 
unremarkable Chr ist ian motions.   The Creator  of  a l l  th ings is  invit ing us 
into a REMARKABLE l i fe .   Let’s  expect  the Holy Spir i t  to give us a 
br ightness and vibrancy as we abide in Jesus.

Stop for  a second.   I f  you are ready,  wri te a prayer to God that  you are 
opening yourself  to the remarkable l i fe  –  HIM.  He loves that .

OUR SITUATION

When some of  you first  responded to Chr ist ’s  cal l ,  you exper ienced the 
miracle of  God awakening you as you obeyed his  first  command to come to 
Him.  Your l ives blossomed as you freshly exper ienced his  grace and truth.   
Many of  you have been miraculously changed as the Holy Spir i t ’s  power 
removed you from terr ib le s i tuat ions whi le forgiv ing you of  terr ib le s ins.  
Some of  you had less obvious s ins;  yet ,  God made you aware of  your 
disobedience,  str iv ing to create your own kingdoms.   You too exper ienced 
the salvat ion of  our Savior.  Even though we have al l  come from dif ferent 
categor ies of  s in and brokenness,  none of  us have regretted coming to 
Him. 

And,  s ince then,  you have had disappointments.   You have had seasons of  
increased s in ,  joylessness,  and feeble connect ions with your Savior.   
Why?  Because you wandered from Him.  Jesus commands that ,  not  only 
must you come to Him, you must stay in Him.   Please do not miss the 
intent ional  use of  the word “must .”   Even though Jesus Chr ist  is  the 
creator,  sustainer,  and redeemer of  the UNIVERSE,  whi le He was in human 
flesh,  He needed to abide IN the Father.   L ikewise,  to receive the 
remarkable l i fe  that  is  of fered to you,  you must abide in Jesus.   

What is  your response when you read that  your t imes of  spir i tual  dr yness 
and disconnect ion are because you wandered away from Him?

Do you agree or  do you think i t  is  caused by something else?  What is  the 
something else?

JESUS AS A MAN NEEDED TO ABIDE ALSO

Isn’ t  i t  stunning that  the creator  of  the universe needed to abide with the 
Father through prayer? 

“And r is ing ver y ear ly  in the morning,  whi le i t  was st i l l  dark ,  Jesus 
depar ted and went out  to a desolate place,  and there he prayed.”  
Mark 1:35.

In  the garden of  Gethsemane,  hours before Jesus’  crucifixion:  “And going 
a l i t t le  far ther Jesus fe l l  on his  face and prayed,  saying,  “My Father,  i f  i t  be 
possible ,  let  th is  cup pass from me;  never theless,  not  as I  wi l l ,  but  as you 
wi l l .”  Matthew 26:39

Jesus said to Phi l l ip,  “Have I  been with you so long,  and you st i l l  do not 
know me,  Phi l ip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.  How can you 
say,  ‘Show us the Father ’ ?  Do you not bel ieve that  I  am in the Father and 
the Father is  in me? The words that I  say to you I  do not speak on my 
own authority,  but the Father who dwells in me does His works.  Bel ieve 
me that I  am in the Father and the Father is in me,  or  e lse bel ieve on 
account of  the works themselves.  John 14:8-11.
  
I f  Jesus needed to abide,  i t  is  c lear  that  we need to a lso!

What truths about God are highl ighted in the scr iptures above?  L ist  as 
many as you can.

INVITATION TO REMARKABLE AND ABUNDANT JOY

Good news!   Hear God’s promise from John 15.   Please don’t  sk im,  absorb 
God’s invitat ion to you.

“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.  As the Father has loved me,  so 
have I  loved you.  Abide in my love.  I f  you keep my commandments,  you 
wi l l  abide in my love,  just  as I  have kept my Father 's  commandments and 
abide in his  love.  These things I  have spoken to you, that my joy may be 
in you, and that your joy may be ful l .”

Romans 12:2 
“Do not conform to the pattern of  th is  world but be transformed by the 
renewing of  your mind.  Then you wi l l  be able to test  and approve what 
God’s wi l l  is—his good,  pleasing and per fect  wi l l .”

Anne’s Stor y:
“ I  c lear ly  remember the bubbl ing-over joy I  exper ienced the day I  was 
prompted by the Lord’s Prayer to be forgiven and then to forgive.   I  wrote 
out ever y person I  could think of  to forgive;  and Chr ist  gave me His 
forgiveness to extend to them. My joy was ful l .  I  sk ipped around al l  
afternoon.”

In what ways do you exper ience the Lord’s joy?

 

How are those exper iences connected to abiding in Jesus?

What is  h inder ing you from receiv ing the Lord’s fu l l  joy?

Frank’s Stor y:
“ In my morning quiet  t ime,  I  pray that  I  wi l l  abide in Jesus that  day.  I  
v isual ize Him holding me in His arms.  I f  Jesus is  holding me c lose then I  
wi l l  be where I  am supposed to be,  doing what He wants me to do,  and 
doing i t  His way.  The Holy Spir i t  is  guiding me,  teaching me,  protect ing 
me and discipl in ing me.  

Dur ing the day when I  remember to intent ional ly  ask Jesus to hold onto me 
and lead me,  the di f ferent chores of  the day,  which may not have been 
scheduled,  seem to fa l l  into place in order ly fashion.  I  get  more 
accompl ished and best  of  a l l ,  I  receive the Lord’s joy and don’t  feel  stress 
as I  go through the day.”

Please write below what you are feel ing as a transparent prayer to God.   
He loves to hear your honest praise,  lament ,  f rustrat ions and requests.

Write-out below John 15:11,  “These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my 
joy may be in you,  and that  your joy may be ful l .”

  

Pray and ask Him to show you His love for  you.  Ask Him to show you what 
is  h inder ing your abiding.   Jesus loves you more than you can comprehend.   
Ask Him to help you receive His love.

Let’s  receive this  remarkable l i fe  where Chr ist ’s  love flows through us by 
His Spir i t  in  order to love others and bear eternal  spir i tual  f ru i t .   His joy is  
in us and is  fu l l !

May God bless you as you abide in Him!



Watchman Nee wrote,  “Outside of  Chr ist ,  I  am only a s inner ;  in  Chr ist ,  I  
am saved.  Outside of  Chr ist ,  I  am empty;  in  Chr ist ,  I  am ful l .  Outside of  
Chr ist ,  I  am weak;  in  Chr ist ,  I  am strong.  Outside of  Chr ist ,  I  cannot ;  in  
Chr ist ,  I  am more than able.  Outside of  Chr ist ,  I  have been defeated;  in  
Chr ist ,  I  am already victor ious.  How meaningful  are the words,  ‘ In  
Chr ist .’ ”

Please refer  back to the scr ipture before the introduct ion ( John 15:1-11) .   
As you read i t ,  c i rc le the word “ in”  each t ime i t  appears.

Throughout Scr ipture we are lovingly commanded to abide in Chr ist .   In  
this  way,  the k ind Father guides us to a fu l l  l i fe  IN Him – His peace -  His 
shalom.  As we abide in Him, we exper ience salvat ion,  forgiveness,  spir i-
tual  powers,  and al l  of  God’s blessings.  These gi fts  are cont ingent upon 
Jesus,  they are In  Jesus,  they cannot be separated from Him.  

“For you have died,  and your l i fe  is  h idden with Chr ist  in  God.”  Colossians 
3:3

“ ‘ In  h im we l ive and move and have our being ’.”  Acts 17:28

GOD’S CLEAR MESSAGE

Trace’s Stor y:
“Early in my Chr ist ian l i fe ,  I  bel ieved Jesus was with me.  I  saw Him as 
avai lable when I  needed help.   Later  I  real ized the converse as being more 
true – I  was with Jesus.  He was leading,  even when I  d id not  recognize i t .   
Today,  the Lord is  showing me what i t  means to l ive in Him and Him in 
me.”

As you read the fo l lowing scr iptures,  p lease go s low. Don’t  sk im.  Many of  
us have read the scr iptures below mult ip le t imes and have missed a deep 
message.   

Under l ine the phrases “ in Him” and “by Him” and any other phrase that  
states Jesus’  posit ion as the sole-provider.  The first  two verses are 
completed as examples.   

“ I  am the way,  the truth,  and the Li fe .  No one comes to the Father except 
by me.”  John 14:6

“And this  is  the test imony,  God gave us eternal  l i fe ,  and this  l i fe  is  in  his  
Son.  Whoever has the Son has l i fe ;  whoever does not have the Son of  

God does not have l i fe .”  1John 5:11-12

“For in Him al l  the ful lness of  God was pleased to dwel l ,  and through Him 
to reconci le  to Himself  a l l  th ings,  whether on ear th or  in heaven,  making 
peace by the blood of  h is  cross.”  Colossians 1:19-20

“But now in Chr ist  Jesus you who once were far  of f  have been brought 
near by the blood of  Chr ist .  For  He Himself  is  our peace…”  Ephesians 2:  
13-14

“He has del ivered us from the domain of  darkness and transferred us to 
the k ingdom of  his  beloved Son,  in whom we have redemption,  the 
forgiveness of  s ins.”  Colossians 1:13-14

“For you have died,  and your l i fe  is  h idden with Chr ist  in  God.  When 
Christ  who is  your l i fe  appears,  then you also wi l l  appear with Him in 
glor y.“  Colossians 3:3-4

“ I  am the v ine;  you are the branches.  Whoever abides in me and I  in  him,  
he i t  is  that  bears much frui t ,  for  apar t  f rom me you can do nothing.”  John 
15:5

“Praise be to the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus Chr ist ,  who has 
blessed us in the heavenly realms with ever y spir i tual  b lessing in Chr ist .  
For  he chose us in Him before the creat ion of  the world to be holy and 
blameless in his  s ight .  In  love he predest ined us for  adopt ion to sonship 
through Jesus Chr ist ,  in  accordance with his  pleasure and wi l l  — to the 
praise of  h is  glor ious grace,  which he has freely given us in the One he 
loves.”  Ephesians 1:3-6

"Only in the Lord,  i t  shal l  be said of  me,  are r ighteousness and strength.”  
Isaiah 45:24

"That I  may be found in Him, having the r ighteousness of  God.”  
Phi l ippians 3:9

“God made Him who had no s in to be s in for  us,  so that  in Him we might 
become the r ighteousness of  God.”  2 Cor inthians 5:12

What is  the big message conveyed through the scr iptures on page 3?
 

On page 3,  the scr ipture in Ephesians 1 states,  “For he chose us in Him 
before the creat ion of  the world. . .”  The sentence would make sense 
without the phrase,  “ in Him”.   Why do you think the author adds the 
phrase,  “ in Him”? 

What is  the di f ference between “ in Chr ist”  and “from Christ”?

God is  speaking to you through His Word.  Choose one or  more scr iptures 
from page 2 or  3 that  stand out to you.  Write the scr ipture(s)  and 
descr ibe the message you are hear ing.

ABIDE IN JESUS  |  A LOVING COMMAND 4

EVERY BLESSING IS IN CHRIST

God does not give us a bundle of blessings which we can carry away 
from Him.   No,  God offers us only Himself  IN Jesus;  not  `a la  car te ,  but  as 
the whole,  undiv idable,  and only Savior.  Al l  the benefits,  b lessings,  and 
gifts  of  God are found IN Chr ist .   They are not  of fered apar t  f rom Him. “As 
the branch cannot bear f ru i t  by i tsel f,  unless i t  abides in the v ine,  neither  
can you,  unless you abide in me”  ( John 15:4)  and,  “ for  apar t  f rom me you 
can do nothing.  I f  anyone does not abide in me he is  thrown away l ike a 
branch and withers .”  ( John 15:5-6) .   This truth creates a fr ightening 
s i tuat ion for  the bel iever.  When we wander from Christ ,  we are powerless 
to do Chr ist- l ike acts.   Praise God,  He has provided for  us:  when we abide 
in Him, we bear eternal  f ru i t  that  is  wi l led and empowered by Jesus.

For you personal ly,  what does i t  look l ike when you are not  abiding in 
Jesus?

For you personal ly,  what does abiding in Jesus look l ike?

I f  you are not  sure,  ask Jesus to show you by writ ing a prayer below: 

Let’s  star t  by reminding ourselves who i t  is  we are cal led to abide in .  

King David wrote in Psalm 8:

“O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!   You have set  
your glor y above the heavens.   Out of  the mouth of  babies and infants,  you 
have establ ished strength because of  your foes,  to st i l l  the enemy and the 
avenger.

When I  look at  your heavens,  the work of  your fingers,  the moon and the 
stars,  which you have set  in place,  what is  man that  you are mindful  of  
h im,  and the son of  man that  you care for  h im?

Yet you have made him a l i t t le  lower than the heavenly beings and 
crowned him with glor y and honor.   You have given him dominion over the 
works of  your hands;  you have put a l l  th ings under his  feet ,  a l l  sheep and 
oxen,  and also the beasts of  the field,  the birds of  the heavens,  and the 
fish of  the sea,  whatever passes along the paths of  the seas.

O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!”

Our Lord has put us in posit ion to have a remarkable l i fe  as we are in 
fe l lowship with Him.  Is  your re lat ionship with Chr ist  remarkable,  
extraordinar y,  except ional ,  amazing!?  Many Chr ist ians desire to 
wholehear tedly say,  “Yes!”  But often,  we quiet ly  mumble,  “No.”

There is  no desire to offend anyone with this  quest ion.   The hope is  to 
awaken us Chr ist ians from sleep-walking through rout ines and 
unremarkable Chr ist ian motions.   The Creator  of  a l l  th ings is  invit ing us 
into a REMARKABLE l i fe .   Let’s  expect  the Holy Spir i t  to give us a 
br ightness and vibrancy as we abide in Jesus.

Stop for  a second.   I f  you are ready,  wri te a prayer to God that  you are 
opening yourself  to the remarkable l i fe  –  HIM.  He loves that .

OUR SITUATION

When some of  you first  responded to Chr ist ’s  cal l ,  you exper ienced the 
miracle of  God awakening you as you obeyed his  first  command to come to 
Him.  Your l ives blossomed as you freshly exper ienced his  grace and truth.   
Many of  you have been miraculously changed as the Holy Spir i t ’s  power 
removed you from terr ib le s i tuat ions whi le forgiv ing you of  terr ib le s ins.  
Some of  you had less obvious s ins;  yet ,  God made you aware of  your 
disobedience,  str iv ing to create your own kingdoms.   You too exper ienced 
the salvat ion of  our Savior.  Even though we have al l  come from dif ferent 
categor ies of  s in and brokenness,  none of  us have regretted coming to 
Him. 

And,  s ince then,  you have had disappointments.   You have had seasons of  
increased s in ,  joylessness,  and feeble connect ions with your Savior.   
Why?  Because you wandered from Him.  Jesus commands that ,  not  only 
must you come to Him, you must stay in Him.   Please do not miss the 
intent ional  use of  the word “must .”   Even though Jesus Chr ist  is  the 
creator,  sustainer,  and redeemer of  the UNIVERSE,  whi le He was in human 
flesh,  He needed to abide IN the Father.   L ikewise,  to receive the 
remarkable l i fe  that  is  of fered to you,  you must abide in Jesus.   

What is  your response when you read that  your t imes of  spir i tual  dr yness 
and disconnect ion are because you wandered away from Him?

Do you agree or  do you think i t  is  caused by something else?  What is  the 
something else?

JESUS AS A MAN NEEDED TO ABIDE ALSO

Isn’ t  i t  stunning that  the creator  of  the universe needed to abide with the 
Father through prayer? 

“And r is ing ver y ear ly  in the morning,  whi le i t  was st i l l  dark ,  Jesus 
depar ted and went out  to a desolate place,  and there he prayed.”  
Mark 1:35.

In  the garden of  Gethsemane,  hours before Jesus’  crucifixion:  “And going 
a l i t t le  far ther Jesus fe l l  on his  face and prayed,  saying,  “My Father,  i f  i t  be 
possible ,  let  th is  cup pass from me;  never theless,  not  as I  wi l l ,  but  as you 
wi l l .”  Matthew 26:39

Jesus said to Phi l l ip,  “Have I  been with you so long,  and you st i l l  do not 
know me,  Phi l ip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.  How can you 
say,  ‘Show us the Father ’ ?  Do you not bel ieve that  I  am in the Father and 
the Father is  in me? The words that I  say to you I  do not speak on my 
own authority,  but the Father who dwells in me does His works.  Bel ieve 
me that I  am in the Father and the Father is in me,  or  e lse bel ieve on 
account of  the works themselves.  John 14:8-11.
  
I f  Jesus needed to abide,  i t  is  c lear  that  we need to a lso!

What truths about God are highl ighted in the scr iptures above?  L ist  as 
many as you can.

INVITATION TO REMARKABLE AND ABUNDANT JOY

Good news!   Hear God’s promise from John 15.   Please don’t  sk im,  absorb 
God’s invitat ion to you.

“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.  As the Father has loved me,  so 
have I  loved you.  Abide in my love.  I f  you keep my commandments,  you 
wi l l  abide in my love,  just  as I  have kept my Father 's  commandments and 
abide in his  love.  These things I  have spoken to you, that my joy may be 
in you, and that your joy may be ful l .”

Romans 12:2 
“Do not conform to the pattern of  th is  world but be transformed by the 
renewing of  your mind.  Then you wi l l  be able to test  and approve what 
God’s wi l l  is—his good,  pleasing and per fect  wi l l .”

Anne’s Stor y:
“ I  c lear ly  remember the bubbl ing-over joy I  exper ienced the day I  was 
prompted by the Lord’s Prayer to be forgiven and then to forgive.   I  wrote 
out ever y person I  could think of  to forgive;  and Chr ist  gave me His 
forgiveness to extend to them. My joy was ful l .  I  sk ipped around al l  
afternoon.”

In what ways do you exper ience the Lord’s joy?

 

How are those exper iences connected to abiding in Jesus?

What is  h inder ing you from receiv ing the Lord’s fu l l  joy?

Frank’s Stor y:
“ In my morning quiet  t ime,  I  pray that  I  wi l l  abide in Jesus that  day.  I  
v isual ize Him holding me in His arms.  I f  Jesus is  holding me c lose then I  
wi l l  be where I  am supposed to be,  doing what He wants me to do,  and 
doing i t  His way.  The Holy Spir i t  is  guiding me,  teaching me,  protect ing 
me and discipl in ing me.  

Dur ing the day when I  remember to intent ional ly  ask Jesus to hold onto me 
and lead me,  the di f ferent chores of  the day,  which may not have been 
scheduled,  seem to fa l l  into place in order ly fashion.  I  get  more 
accompl ished and best  of  a l l ,  I  receive the Lord’s joy and don’t  feel  stress 
as I  go through the day.”

Please write below what you are feel ing as a transparent prayer to God.   
He loves to hear your honest praise,  lament ,  f rustrat ions and requests.

Write-out below John 15:11,  “These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my 
joy may be in you,  and that  your joy may be ful l .”

  

Pray and ask Him to show you His love for  you.  Ask Him to show you what 
is  h inder ing your abiding.   Jesus loves you more than you can comprehend.   
Ask Him to help you receive His love.

Let’s  receive this  remarkable l i fe  where Chr ist ’s  love flows through us by 
His Spir i t  in  order to love others and bear eternal  spir i tual  f ru i t .   His joy is  
in us and is  fu l l !

May God bless you as you abide in Him!



Watchman Nee wrote,  “Outside of  Chr ist ,  I  am only a s inner ;  in  Chr ist ,  I  
am saved.  Outside of  Chr ist ,  I  am empty;  in  Chr ist ,  I  am ful l .  Outside of  
Chr ist ,  I  am weak;  in  Chr ist ,  I  am strong.  Outside of  Chr ist ,  I  cannot ;  in  
Chr ist ,  I  am more than able.  Outside of  Chr ist ,  I  have been defeated;  in  
Chr ist ,  I  am already victor ious.  How meaningful  are the words,  ‘ In  
Chr ist .’ ”

Please refer  back to the scr ipture before the introduct ion ( John 15:1-11) .   
As you read i t ,  c i rc le the word “ in”  each t ime i t  appears.

Throughout Scr ipture we are lovingly commanded to abide in Chr ist .   In  
this  way,  the k ind Father guides us to a fu l l  l i fe  IN Him – His peace -  His 
shalom.  As we abide in Him, we exper ience salvat ion,  forgiveness,  spir i-
tual  powers,  and al l  of  God’s blessings.  These gi fts  are cont ingent upon 
Jesus,  they are In  Jesus,  they cannot be separated from Him.  

“For you have died,  and your l i fe  is  h idden with Chr ist  in  God.”  Colossians 
3:3

“ ‘ In  h im we l ive and move and have our being ’.”  Acts 17:28

GOD’S CLEAR MESSAGE

Trace’s Stor y:
“Early in my Chr ist ian l i fe ,  I  bel ieved Jesus was with me.  I  saw Him as 
avai lable when I  needed help.   Later  I  real ized the converse as being more 
true – I  was with Jesus.  He was leading,  even when I  d id not  recognize i t .   
Today,  the Lord is  showing me what i t  means to l ive in Him and Him in 
me.”

As you read the fo l lowing scr iptures,  p lease go s low. Don’t  sk im.  Many of  
us have read the scr iptures below mult ip le t imes and have missed a deep 
message.   

Under l ine the phrases “ in Him” and “by Him” and any other phrase that  
states Jesus’  posit ion as the sole-provider.  The first  two verses are 
completed as examples.   

“ I  am the way,  the truth,  and the Li fe .  No one comes to the Father except 
by me.”  John 14:6

“And this  is  the test imony,  God gave us eternal  l i fe ,  and this  l i fe  is  in  his  
Son.  Whoever has the Son has l i fe ;  whoever does not have the Son of  

God does not have l i fe .”  1John 5:11-12

“For in Him al l  the ful lness of  God was pleased to dwel l ,  and through Him 
to reconci le  to Himself  a l l  th ings,  whether on ear th or  in heaven,  making 
peace by the blood of  h is  cross.”  Colossians 1:19-20

“But now in Chr ist  Jesus you who once were far  of f  have been brought 
near by the blood of  Chr ist .  For  He Himself  is  our peace…”  Ephesians 2:  
13-14

“He has del ivered us from the domain of  darkness and transferred us to 
the k ingdom of  his  beloved Son,  in whom we have redemption,  the 
forgiveness of  s ins.”  Colossians 1:13-14

“For you have died,  and your l i fe  is  h idden with Chr ist  in  God.  When 
Christ  who is  your l i fe  appears,  then you also wi l l  appear with Him in 
glor y.“  Colossians 3:3-4

“ I  am the v ine;  you are the branches.  Whoever abides in me and I  in  him,  
he i t  is  that  bears much frui t ,  for  apar t  f rom me you can do nothing.”  John 
15:5

“Praise be to the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus Chr ist ,  who has 
blessed us in the heavenly realms with ever y spir i tual  b lessing in Chr ist .  
For  he chose us in Him before the creat ion of  the world to be holy and 
blameless in his  s ight .  In  love he predest ined us for  adopt ion to sonship 
through Jesus Chr ist ,  in  accordance with his  pleasure and wi l l  — to the 
praise of  h is  glor ious grace,  which he has freely given us in the One he 
loves.”  Ephesians 1:3-6

"Only in the Lord,  i t  shal l  be said of  me,  are r ighteousness and strength.”  
Isaiah 45:24

"That I  may be found in Him, having the r ighteousness of  God.”  
Phi l ippians 3:9

“God made Him who had no s in to be s in for  us,  so that  in Him we might 
become the r ighteousness of  God.”  2 Cor inthians 5:12

What is  the big message conveyed through the scr iptures on page 3?
 

On page 3,  the scr ipture in Ephesians 1 states,  “For he chose us in Him 
before the creat ion of  the world. . .”  The sentence would make sense 
without the phrase,  “ in Him”.   Why do you think the author adds the 
phrase,  “ in Him”? 

What is  the di f ference between “ in Chr ist”  and “from Christ”?

God is  speaking to you through His Word.  Choose one or  more scr iptures 
from page 2 or  3 that  stand out to you.  Write the scr ipture(s)  and 
descr ibe the message you are hear ing.

EVERY BLESSING IS IN CHRIST

God does not give us a bundle of blessings which we can carry away 
from Him.   No,  God offers us only Himself  IN Jesus;  not  `a la  car te ,  but  as 
the whole,  undiv idable,  and only Savior.  Al l  the benefits,  b lessings,  and 
gifts  of  God are found IN Chr ist .   They are not  of fered apar t  f rom Him. “As 
the branch cannot bear f ru i t  by i tsel f,  unless i t  abides in the v ine,  neither  
can you,  unless you abide in me”  ( John 15:4)  and,  “ for  apar t  f rom me you 
can do nothing.  I f  anyone does not abide in me he is  thrown away l ike a 
branch and withers .”  ( John 15:5-6) .   This truth creates a fr ightening 
s i tuat ion for  the bel iever.  When we wander from Christ ,  we are powerless 
to do Chr ist- l ike acts.   Praise God,  He has provided for  us:  when we abide 
in Him, we bear eternal  f ru i t  that  is  wi l led and empowered by Jesus.

For you personal ly,  what does i t  look l ike when you are not  abiding in 
Jesus?

For you personal ly,  what does abiding in Jesus look l ike?

I f  you are not  sure,  ask Jesus to show you by writ ing a prayer below: 

ABIDE IN JESUS  |  HIS INVITATION5

Let’s  star t  by reminding ourselves who i t  is  we are cal led to abide in .  

King David wrote in Psalm 8:

“O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!   You have set  
your glor y above the heavens.   Out of  the mouth of  babies and infants,  you 
have establ ished strength because of  your foes,  to st i l l  the enemy and the 
avenger.

When I  look at  your heavens,  the work of  your fingers,  the moon and the 
stars,  which you have set  in place,  what is  man that  you are mindful  of  
h im,  and the son of  man that  you care for  h im?

Yet you have made him a l i t t le  lower than the heavenly beings and 
crowned him with glor y and honor.   You have given him dominion over the 
works of  your hands;  you have put a l l  th ings under his  feet ,  a l l  sheep and 
oxen,  and also the beasts of  the field,  the birds of  the heavens,  and the 
fish of  the sea,  whatever passes along the paths of  the seas.

O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!”

Our Lord has put us in posit ion to have a remarkable l i fe  as we are in 
fe l lowship with Him.  Is  your re lat ionship with Chr ist  remarkable,  
extraordinar y,  except ional ,  amazing!?  Many Chr ist ians desire to 
wholehear tedly say,  “Yes!”  But often,  we quiet ly  mumble,  “No.”

There is  no desire to offend anyone with this  quest ion.   The hope is  to 
awaken us Chr ist ians from sleep-walking through rout ines and 
unremarkable Chr ist ian motions.   The Creator  of  a l l  th ings is  invit ing us 
into a REMARKABLE l i fe .   Let’s  expect  the Holy Spir i t  to give us a 
br ightness and vibrancy as we abide in Jesus.

Stop for  a second.   I f  you are ready,  wri te a prayer to God that  you are 
opening yourself  to the remarkable l i fe  –  HIM.  He loves that .

OUR SITUATION

When some of  you first  responded to Chr ist ’s  cal l ,  you exper ienced the 
miracle of  God awakening you as you obeyed his  first  command to come to 
Him.  Your l ives blossomed as you freshly exper ienced his  grace and truth.   
Many of  you have been miraculously changed as the Holy Spir i t ’s  power 
removed you from terr ib le s i tuat ions whi le forgiv ing you of  terr ib le s ins.  
Some of  you had less obvious s ins;  yet ,  God made you aware of  your 
disobedience,  str iv ing to create your own kingdoms.   You too exper ienced 
the salvat ion of  our Savior.  Even though we have al l  come from dif ferent 
categor ies of  s in and brokenness,  none of  us have regretted coming to 
Him. 

And,  s ince then,  you have had disappointments.   You have had seasons of  
increased s in ,  joylessness,  and feeble connect ions with your Savior.   
Why?  Because you wandered from Him.  Jesus commands that ,  not  only 
must you come to Him, you must stay in Him.   Please do not miss the 
intent ional  use of  the word “must .”   Even though Jesus Chr ist  is  the 
creator,  sustainer,  and redeemer of  the UNIVERSE,  whi le He was in human 
flesh,  He needed to abide IN the Father.   L ikewise,  to receive the 
remarkable l i fe  that  is  of fered to you,  you must abide in Jesus.   

What is  your response when you read that  your t imes of  spir i tual  dr yness 
and disconnect ion are because you wandered away from Him?

Do you agree or  do you think i t  is  caused by something else?  What is  the 
something else?

JESUS AS A MAN NEEDED TO ABIDE ALSO

Isn’ t  i t  stunning that  the creator  of  the universe needed to abide with the 
Father through prayer? 

“And r is ing ver y ear ly  in the morning,  whi le i t  was st i l l  dark ,  Jesus 
depar ted and went out  to a desolate place,  and there he prayed.”  
Mark 1:35.

In  the garden of  Gethsemane,  hours before Jesus’  crucifixion:  “And going 
a l i t t le  far ther Jesus fe l l  on his  face and prayed,  saying,  “My Father,  i f  i t  be 
possible ,  let  th is  cup pass from me;  never theless,  not  as I  wi l l ,  but  as you 
wi l l .”  Matthew 26:39

Jesus said to Phi l l ip,  “Have I  been with you so long,  and you st i l l  do not 
know me,  Phi l ip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.  How can you 
say,  ‘Show us the Father ’ ?  Do you not bel ieve that  I  am in the Father and 
the Father is  in me? The words that I  say to you I  do not speak on my 
own authority,  but the Father who dwells in me does His works.  Bel ieve 
me that I  am in the Father and the Father is in me,  or  e lse bel ieve on 
account of  the works themselves.  John 14:8-11.
  
I f  Jesus needed to abide,  i t  is  c lear  that  we need to a lso!

What truths about God are highl ighted in the scr iptures above?  L ist  as 
many as you can.

INVITATION TO REMARKABLE AND ABUNDANT JOY

Good news!   Hear God’s promise from John 15.   Please don’t  sk im,  absorb 
God’s invitat ion to you.

“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.  As the Father has loved me,  so 
have I  loved you.  Abide in my love.  I f  you keep my commandments,  you 
wi l l  abide in my love,  just  as I  have kept my Father 's  commandments and 
abide in his  love.  These things I  have spoken to you, that my joy may be 
in you, and that your joy may be ful l .”

Romans 12:2 
“Do not conform to the pattern of  th is  world but be transformed by the 
renewing of  your mind.  Then you wi l l  be able to test  and approve what 
God’s wi l l  is—his good,  pleasing and per fect  wi l l .”

Anne’s Stor y:
“ I  c lear ly  remember the bubbl ing-over joy I  exper ienced the day I  was 
prompted by the Lord’s Prayer to be forgiven and then to forgive.   I  wrote 
out ever y person I  could think of  to forgive;  and Chr ist  gave me His 
forgiveness to extend to them. My joy was ful l .  I  sk ipped around al l  
afternoon.”

In what ways do you exper ience the Lord’s joy?

 

How are those exper iences connected to abiding in Jesus?

What is  h inder ing you from receiv ing the Lord’s fu l l  joy?

Frank’s Stor y:
“ In my morning quiet  t ime,  I  pray that  I  wi l l  abide in Jesus that  day.  I  
v isual ize Him holding me in His arms.  I f  Jesus is  holding me c lose then I  
wi l l  be where I  am supposed to be,  doing what He wants me to do,  and 
doing i t  His way.  The Holy Spir i t  is  guiding me,  teaching me,  protect ing 
me and discipl in ing me.  

Dur ing the day when I  remember to intent ional ly  ask Jesus to hold onto me 
and lead me,  the di f ferent chores of  the day,  which may not have been 
scheduled,  seem to fa l l  into place in order ly fashion.  I  get  more 
accompl ished and best  of  a l l ,  I  receive the Lord’s joy and don’t  feel  stress 
as I  go through the day.”

Please write below what you are feel ing as a transparent prayer to God.   
He loves to hear your honest praise,  lament ,  f rustrat ions and requests.

Write-out below John 15:11,  “These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my 
joy may be in you,  and that  your joy may be ful l .”

  

Pray and ask Him to show you His love for  you.  Ask Him to show you what 
is  h inder ing your abiding.   Jesus loves you more than you can comprehend.   
Ask Him to help you receive His love.

Let’s  receive this  remarkable l i fe  where Chr ist ’s  love flows through us by 
His Spir i t  in  order to love others and bear eternal  spir i tual  f ru i t .   His joy is  
in us and is  fu l l !

May God bless you as you abide in Him!



Adrien’s Stor y:
“A few months ago,  my wife and I  decided to read Andrew Murray’s “Abide 
in Chr ist”  together in the evenings,  a chapter  at  a t ime.   As we were 
reading about how abiding is  rest  for  our souls,  I  received a strong picture 
in my mind what i t  would be l ike to abide in Chr ist  physical ly  –  to 
approach Him as a k id would,  crawl ing on Daddy’s lap.   I  went to bed with 
that  thought in mind.    As is  unfor tunately too common,  I  woke up in the 
middle of  the night and found myself  unable to return to s leep.  My normal  
rout ine would be to take a s leeping pi l l  and tr y to rest  the remainder of  the 
night .  But this  night I  was tr y ing to imagine crawl ing up into my Daddy’s 
lap;  which was hard for  me.  I  t r ied to get  there but I  couldn’t .   But I  d id feel  
a  strong convict ion to not  take the s leeping pi l l .  So,  I  d idn’t .

Now I  am ly ing in bed,  st i l l  not  s leeping.   About fifteen minutes goes by,  
and my five-year-old comes into the bedroom and looks for  me on my s ide 
of the bed.  He doesn’t  come in often,  but  when he does,  i t  is  usual ly  due 
to a nightmare.   I  wish I  could say that  my responses in the past  have been 
great ,  but  they haven’t .   Because I  regular ly  struggle s leeping,  i t  is  hard 
for  me to be gracious after  being woken.   This par t icular  n ight ,  I  knew 
what I  was tr y ing to get  f rom my Daddy I  was supposed to give to my son.   
So,  I  took him out to the l iv ing room couch and held him close,  loving him 
uncondit ional ly,  without anything expected in return.  I f  I  had taken the 
s leeping pi l l ,  I  would not have been attent ive to my son.   I t  was awesome 
for  h im and me.  I t  gave me an exper ience to “give i t”  before I  “got  i t”  and 
I  know it  was the Lord’s doing.  I  don’t  know exact ly  why He didn’t  grant 
that  comfor t  firsthand,  but  he al lowed me to exper ience i t  with my boy and 
for  that  I  am grateful .”

Notice what happened in Adrien’s stor y.   He abided in Jesus and waited in 
expectat ion for  God to work .  However,  Adr ien’s expected blessing 
(peaceful  s leep)  did not  happen.  St i l l ,  God’s love did flow through Adrien 
and bore the frui t  of  love.  God the Father,  Adr ien,  and Adrien’s son were 
blessed because he chose to abide in Jesus.  

Why are we commanded by Jesus to abide in Him? Why wouldn’t  Jesus 
merely recommend i t?

ABIDE IN JESUS  |  A LOVING COMMAND 6

Let’s  star t  by reminding ourselves who i t  is  we are cal led to abide in .  

King David wrote in Psalm 8:

“O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!   You have set  
your glor y above the heavens.   Out of  the mouth of  babies and infants,  you 
have establ ished strength because of  your foes,  to st i l l  the enemy and the 
avenger.

When I  look at  your heavens,  the work of  your fingers,  the moon and the 
stars,  which you have set  in place,  what is  man that  you are mindful  of  
h im,  and the son of  man that  you care for  h im?

Yet you have made him a l i t t le  lower than the heavenly beings and 
crowned him with glor y and honor.   You have given him dominion over the 
works of  your hands;  you have put a l l  th ings under his  feet ,  a l l  sheep and 
oxen,  and also the beasts of  the field,  the birds of  the heavens,  and the 
fish of  the sea,  whatever passes along the paths of  the seas.

O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!”

Our Lord has put us in posit ion to have a remarkable l i fe  as we are in 
fe l lowship with Him.  Is  your re lat ionship with Chr ist  remarkable,  
extraordinar y,  except ional ,  amazing!?  Many Chr ist ians desire to 
wholehear tedly say,  “Yes!”  But often,  we quiet ly  mumble,  “No.”

There is  no desire to offend anyone with this  quest ion.   The hope is  to 
awaken us Chr ist ians from sleep-walking through rout ines and 
unremarkable Chr ist ian motions.   The Creator  of  a l l  th ings is  invit ing us 
into a REMARKABLE l i fe .   Let’s  expect  the Holy Spir i t  to give us a 
br ightness and vibrancy as we abide in Jesus.

Stop for  a second.   I f  you are ready,  wri te a prayer to God that  you are 
opening yourself  to the remarkable l i fe  –  HIM.  He loves that .

OUR SITUATION

When some of  you first  responded to Chr ist ’s  cal l ,  you exper ienced the 
miracle of  God awakening you as you obeyed his  first  command to come to 
Him.  Your l ives blossomed as you freshly exper ienced his  grace and truth.   
Many of  you have been miraculously changed as the Holy Spir i t ’s  power 
removed you from terr ib le s i tuat ions whi le forgiv ing you of  terr ib le s ins.  
Some of  you had less obvious s ins;  yet ,  God made you aware of  your 
disobedience,  str iv ing to create your own kingdoms.   You too exper ienced 
the salvat ion of  our Savior.  Even though we have al l  come from dif ferent 
categor ies of  s in and brokenness,  none of  us have regretted coming to 
Him. 

And,  s ince then,  you have had disappointments.   You have had seasons of  
increased s in ,  joylessness,  and feeble connect ions with your Savior.   
Why?  Because you wandered from Him.  Jesus commands that ,  not  only 
must you come to Him, you must stay in Him.   Please do not miss the 
intent ional  use of  the word “must .”   Even though Jesus Chr ist  is  the 
creator,  sustainer,  and redeemer of  the UNIVERSE,  whi le He was in human 
flesh,  He needed to abide IN the Father.   L ikewise,  to receive the 
remarkable l i fe  that  is  of fered to you,  you must abide in Jesus.   

What is  your response when you read that  your t imes of  spir i tual  dr yness 
and disconnect ion are because you wandered away from Him?

Do you agree or  do you think i t  is  caused by something else?  What is  the 
something else?

JESUS AS A MAN NEEDED TO ABIDE ALSO

Isn’ t  i t  stunning that  the creator  of  the universe needed to abide with the 
Father through prayer? 

“And r is ing ver y ear ly  in the morning,  whi le i t  was st i l l  dark ,  Jesus 
depar ted and went out  to a desolate place,  and there he prayed.”  
Mark 1:35.

In  the garden of  Gethsemane,  hours before Jesus’  crucifixion:  “And going 
a l i t t le  far ther Jesus fe l l  on his  face and prayed,  saying,  “My Father,  i f  i t  be 
possible ,  let  th is  cup pass from me;  never theless,  not  as I  wi l l ,  but  as you 
wi l l .”  Matthew 26:39

Jesus said to Phi l l ip,  “Have I  been with you so long,  and you st i l l  do not 
know me,  Phi l ip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.  How can you 
say,  ‘Show us the Father ’ ?  Do you not bel ieve that  I  am in the Father and 
the Father is  in me? The words that I  say to you I  do not speak on my 
own authority,  but the Father who dwells in me does His works.  Bel ieve 
me that I  am in the Father and the Father is in me,  or  e lse bel ieve on 
account of  the works themselves.  John 14:8-11.
  
I f  Jesus needed to abide,  i t  is  c lear  that  we need to a lso!

What truths about God are highl ighted in the scr iptures above?  L ist  as 
many as you can.

INVITATION TO REMARKABLE AND ABUNDANT JOY

Good news!   Hear God’s promise from John 15.   Please don’t  sk im,  absorb 
God’s invitat ion to you.

“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.  As the Father has loved me,  so 
have I  loved you.  Abide in my love.  I f  you keep my commandments,  you 
wi l l  abide in my love,  just  as I  have kept my Father 's  commandments and 
abide in his  love.  These things I  have spoken to you, that my joy may be 
in you, and that your joy may be ful l .”

Romans 12:2 
“Do not conform to the pattern of  th is  world but be transformed by the 
renewing of  your mind.  Then you wi l l  be able to test  and approve what 
God’s wi l l  is—his good,  pleasing and per fect  wi l l .”

Anne’s Stor y:
“ I  c lear ly  remember the bubbl ing-over joy I  exper ienced the day I  was 
prompted by the Lord’s Prayer to be forgiven and then to forgive.   I  wrote 
out ever y person I  could think of  to forgive;  and Chr ist  gave me His 
forgiveness to extend to them. My joy was ful l .  I  sk ipped around al l  
afternoon.”

In what ways do you exper ience the Lord’s joy?

 

How are those exper iences connected to abiding in Jesus?

What is  h inder ing you from receiv ing the Lord’s fu l l  joy?

Frank’s Stor y:
“ In my morning quiet  t ime,  I  pray that  I  wi l l  abide in Jesus that  day.  I  
v isual ize Him holding me in His arms.  I f  Jesus is  holding me c lose then I  
wi l l  be where I  am supposed to be,  doing what He wants me to do,  and 
doing i t  His way.  The Holy Spir i t  is  guiding me,  teaching me,  protect ing 
me and discipl in ing me.  

Dur ing the day when I  remember to intent ional ly  ask Jesus to hold onto me 
and lead me,  the di f ferent chores of  the day,  which may not have been 
scheduled,  seem to fa l l  into place in order ly fashion.  I  get  more 
accompl ished and best  of  a l l ,  I  receive the Lord’s joy and don’t  feel  stress 
as I  go through the day.”

Please write below what you are feel ing as a transparent prayer to God.   
He loves to hear your honest praise,  lament ,  f rustrat ions and requests.

Write-out below John 15:11,  “These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my 
joy may be in you,  and that  your joy may be ful l .”

  

Pray and ask Him to show you His love for  you.  Ask Him to show you what 
is  h inder ing your abiding.   Jesus loves you more than you can comprehend.   
Ask Him to help you receive His love.

Let’s  receive this  remarkable l i fe  where Chr ist ’s  love flows through us by 
His Spir i t  in  order to love others and bear eternal  spir i tual  f ru i t .   His joy is  
in us and is  fu l l !

May God bless you as you abide in Him!



ABIDING LEADS TO THANKSGIVING AND WORSHIP

“So then,  just  as you received Chr ist  Jesus as Lord,  cont inue to l ive IN 
HIM, rooted and bui l t  up IN HIM, strengthened in the fa i th as you were 
taught ,  and over flowing with thankfulness”  Colossians 2:6-7

Thanksgiv ing r ises as we receive and understand the depth of  God’s love 
for  us.   He is  the source!  Not just  once but cont inual ly.  We over flow with 
thankfulness when we remember how needy we are and how great  His 
provis ion is .  Worship extends from our hear ts and minds to our hands and 
voices when we KNOW that God’s love pursues us.   How can we do 
anything other than shout praise and thanksgiv ing?  

Please pray this  prayer,  and as a lways,  feel  f ree to a l ter  our suggested 
prayers to make i t  uniquely yours.

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing of  a broken 
k ingdom, for  t r y ing to meet my needs apar t  f rom you.  I  accept your 
invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you want to give me.   
Strengthen me to remain IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your wi l l .   In  
Jesus’  Name.  Amen.”

What quest ions do you have?
 

Turn your quest ions into prayers -  ask our loving Father to answer them.

ABIDE IN JESUS  |  HIS INVITATION7

Let’s  star t  by reminding ourselves who i t  is  we are cal led to abide in .  

King David wrote in Psalm 8:

“O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!   You have set  
your glor y above the heavens.   Out of  the mouth of  babies and infants,  you 
have establ ished strength because of  your foes,  to st i l l  the enemy and the 
avenger.

When I  look at  your heavens,  the work of  your fingers,  the moon and the 
stars,  which you have set  in place,  what is  man that  you are mindful  of  
h im,  and the son of  man that  you care for  h im?

Yet you have made him a l i t t le  lower than the heavenly beings and 
crowned him with glor y and honor.   You have given him dominion over the 
works of  your hands;  you have put a l l  th ings under his  feet ,  a l l  sheep and 
oxen,  and also the beasts of  the field,  the birds of  the heavens,  and the 
fish of  the sea,  whatever passes along the paths of  the seas.

O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!”

Our Lord has put us in posit ion to have a remarkable l i fe  as we are in 
fe l lowship with Him.  Is  your re lat ionship with Chr ist  remarkable,  
extraordinar y,  except ional ,  amazing!?  Many Chr ist ians desire to 
wholehear tedly say,  “Yes!”  But often,  we quiet ly  mumble,  “No.”

There is  no desire to offend anyone with this  quest ion.   The hope is  to 
awaken us Chr ist ians from sleep-walking through rout ines and 
unremarkable Chr ist ian motions.   The Creator  of  a l l  th ings is  invit ing us 
into a REMARKABLE l i fe .   Let’s  expect  the Holy Spir i t  to give us a 
br ightness and vibrancy as we abide in Jesus.

Stop for  a second.   I f  you are ready,  wri te a prayer to God that  you are 
opening yourself  to the remarkable l i fe  –  HIM.  He loves that .

OUR SITUATION

When some of  you first  responded to Chr ist ’s  cal l ,  you exper ienced the 
miracle of  God awakening you as you obeyed his  first  command to come to 
Him.  Your l ives blossomed as you freshly exper ienced his  grace and truth.   
Many of  you have been miraculously changed as the Holy Spir i t ’s  power 
removed you from terr ib le s i tuat ions whi le forgiv ing you of  terr ib le s ins.  
Some of  you had less obvious s ins;  yet ,  God made you aware of  your 
disobedience,  str iv ing to create your own kingdoms.   You too exper ienced 
the salvat ion of  our Savior.  Even though we have al l  come from dif ferent 
categor ies of  s in and brokenness,  none of  us have regretted coming to 
Him. 

And,  s ince then,  you have had disappointments.   You have had seasons of  
increased s in ,  joylessness,  and feeble connect ions with your Savior.   
Why?  Because you wandered from Him.  Jesus commands that ,  not  only 
must you come to Him, you must stay in Him.   Please do not miss the 
intent ional  use of  the word “must .”   Even though Jesus Chr ist  is  the 
creator,  sustainer,  and redeemer of  the UNIVERSE,  whi le He was in human 
flesh,  He needed to abide IN the Father.   L ikewise,  to receive the 
remarkable l i fe  that  is  of fered to you,  you must abide in Jesus.   

What is  your response when you read that  your t imes of  spir i tual  dr yness 
and disconnect ion are because you wandered away from Him?

Do you agree or  do you think i t  is  caused by something else?  What is  the 
something else?

JESUS AS A MAN NEEDED TO ABIDE ALSO

Isn’ t  i t  stunning that  the creator  of  the universe needed to abide with the 
Father through prayer? 

“And r is ing ver y ear ly  in the morning,  whi le i t  was st i l l  dark ,  Jesus 
depar ted and went out  to a desolate place,  and there he prayed.”  
Mark 1:35.

In  the garden of  Gethsemane,  hours before Jesus’  crucifixion:  “And going 
a l i t t le  far ther Jesus fe l l  on his  face and prayed,  saying,  “My Father,  i f  i t  be 
possible ,  let  th is  cup pass from me;  never theless,  not  as I  wi l l ,  but  as you 
wi l l .”  Matthew 26:39

Jesus said to Phi l l ip,  “Have I  been with you so long,  and you st i l l  do not 
know me,  Phi l ip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.  How can you 
say,  ‘Show us the Father ’ ?  Do you not bel ieve that  I  am in the Father and 
the Father is  in me? The words that I  say to you I  do not speak on my 
own authority,  but the Father who dwells in me does His works.  Bel ieve 
me that I  am in the Father and the Father is in me,  or  e lse bel ieve on 
account of  the works themselves.  John 14:8-11.
  
I f  Jesus needed to abide,  i t  is  c lear  that  we need to a lso!

What truths about God are highl ighted in the scr iptures above?  L ist  as 
many as you can.

INVITATION TO REMARKABLE AND ABUNDANT JOY

Good news!   Hear God’s promise from John 15.   Please don’t  sk im,  absorb 
God’s invitat ion to you.

“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.  As the Father has loved me,  so 
have I  loved you.  Abide in my love.  I f  you keep my commandments,  you 
wi l l  abide in my love,  just  as I  have kept my Father 's  commandments and 
abide in his  love.  These things I  have spoken to you, that my joy may be 
in you, and that your joy may be ful l .”

Romans 12:2 
“Do not conform to the pattern of  th is  world but be transformed by the 
renewing of  your mind.  Then you wi l l  be able to test  and approve what 
God’s wi l l  is—his good,  pleasing and per fect  wi l l .”

Anne’s Stor y:
“ I  c lear ly  remember the bubbl ing-over joy I  exper ienced the day I  was 
prompted by the Lord’s Prayer to be forgiven and then to forgive.   I  wrote 
out ever y person I  could think of  to forgive;  and Chr ist  gave me His 
forgiveness to extend to them. My joy was ful l .  I  sk ipped around al l  
afternoon.”

In what ways do you exper ience the Lord’s joy?

 

How are those exper iences connected to abiding in Jesus?

What is  h inder ing you from receiv ing the Lord’s fu l l  joy?

Frank’s Stor y:
“ In my morning quiet  t ime,  I  pray that  I  wi l l  abide in Jesus that  day.  I  
v isual ize Him holding me in His arms.  I f  Jesus is  holding me c lose then I  
wi l l  be where I  am supposed to be,  doing what He wants me to do,  and 
doing i t  His way.  The Holy Spir i t  is  guiding me,  teaching me,  protect ing 
me and discipl in ing me.  

Dur ing the day when I  remember to intent ional ly  ask Jesus to hold onto me 
and lead me,  the di f ferent chores of  the day,  which may not have been 
scheduled,  seem to fa l l  into place in order ly fashion.  I  get  more 
accompl ished and best  of  a l l ,  I  receive the Lord’s joy and don’t  feel  stress 
as I  go through the day.”

Please write below what you are feel ing as a transparent prayer to God.   
He loves to hear your honest praise,  lament ,  f rustrat ions and requests.

Write-out below John 15:11,  “These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my 
joy may be in you,  and that  your joy may be ful l .”

  

Pray and ask Him to show you His love for  you.  Ask Him to show you what 
is  h inder ing your abiding.   Jesus loves you more than you can comprehend.   
Ask Him to help you receive His love.

Let’s  receive this  remarkable l i fe  where Chr ist ’s  love flows through us by 
His Spir i t  in  order to love others and bear eternal  spir i tual  f ru i t .   His joy is  
in us and is  fu l l !

May God bless you as you abide in Him!



CHAPTER TWO:

UNREMARKABLE
CHRISTIANITY

un·re·mark·a·ble
/ˌənrəˈmärkəb(ə)l/

adjective
not particularly interesting or surprising
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Let’s  star t  by reminding ourselves who i t  is  we are cal led to abide in .  

King David wrote in Psalm 8:

“O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!   You have set  
your glor y above the heavens.   Out of  the mouth of  babies and infants,  you 
have establ ished strength because of  your foes,  to st i l l  the enemy and the 
avenger.

When I  look at  your heavens,  the work of  your fingers,  the moon and the 
stars,  which you have set  in place,  what is  man that  you are mindful  of  
h im,  and the son of  man that  you care for  h im?

Yet you have made him a l i t t le  lower than the heavenly beings and 
crowned him with glor y and honor.   You have given him dominion over the 
works of  your hands;  you have put a l l  th ings under his  feet ,  a l l  sheep and 
oxen,  and also the beasts of  the field,  the birds of  the heavens,  and the 
fish of  the sea,  whatever passes along the paths of  the seas.

O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!”

Our Lord has put us in posit ion to have a remarkable l i fe  as we are in 
fe l lowship with Him.  Is  your re lat ionship with Chr ist  remarkable,  
extraordinar y,  except ional ,  amazing!?  Many Chr ist ians desire to 
wholehear tedly say,  “Yes!”  But often,  we quiet ly  mumble,  “No.”

There is  no desire to offend anyone with this  quest ion.   The hope is  to 
awaken us Chr ist ians from sleep-walking through rout ines and 
unremarkable Chr ist ian motions.   The Creator  of  a l l  th ings is  invit ing us 
into a REMARKABLE l i fe .   Let’s  expect  the Holy Spir i t  to give us a 
br ightness and vibrancy as we abide in Jesus.

Stop for  a second.   I f  you are ready,  wri te a prayer to God that  you are 
opening yourself  to the remarkable l i fe  –  HIM.  He loves that .

OUR SITUATION

When some of  you first  responded to Chr ist ’s  cal l ,  you exper ienced the 
miracle of  God awakening you as you obeyed his  first  command to come to 
Him.  Your l ives blossomed as you freshly exper ienced his  grace and truth.   
Many of  you have been miraculously changed as the Holy Spir i t ’s  power 
removed you from terr ib le s i tuat ions whi le forgiv ing you of  terr ib le s ins.  
Some of  you had less obvious s ins;  yet ,  God made you aware of  your 
disobedience,  str iv ing to create your own kingdoms.   You too exper ienced 
the salvat ion of  our Savior.  Even though we have al l  come from dif ferent 
categor ies of  s in and brokenness,  none of  us have regretted coming to 
Him. 

And,  s ince then,  you have had disappointments.   You have had seasons of  
increased s in ,  joylessness,  and feeble connect ions with your Savior.   
Why?  Because you wandered from Him.  Jesus commands that ,  not  only 
must you come to Him, you must stay in Him.   Please do not miss the 
intent ional  use of  the word “must .”   Even though Jesus Chr ist  is  the 
creator,  sustainer,  and redeemer of  the UNIVERSE,  whi le He was in human 
flesh,  He needed to abide IN the Father.   L ikewise,  to receive the 
remarkable l i fe  that  is  of fered to you,  you must abide in Jesus.   

What is  your response when you read that  your t imes of  spir i tual  dr yness 
and disconnect ion are because you wandered away from Him?

Do you agree or  do you think i t  is  caused by something else?  What is  the 
something else?

JESUS AS A MAN NEEDED TO ABIDE ALSO

Isn’ t  i t  stunning that  the creator  of  the universe needed to abide with the 
Father through prayer? 

“And r is ing ver y ear ly  in the morning,  whi le i t  was st i l l  dark ,  Jesus 
depar ted and went out  to a desolate place,  and there he prayed.”  
Mark 1:35.

In  the garden of  Gethsemane,  hours before Jesus’  crucifixion:  “And going 
a l i t t le  far ther Jesus fe l l  on his  face and prayed,  saying,  “My Father,  i f  i t  be 
possible ,  let  th is  cup pass from me;  never theless,  not  as I  wi l l ,  but  as you 
wi l l .”  Matthew 26:39

Jesus said to Phi l l ip,  “Have I  been with you so long,  and you st i l l  do not 
know me,  Phi l ip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.  How can you 
say,  ‘Show us the Father ’ ?  Do you not bel ieve that  I  am in the Father and 
the Father is  in me? The words that I  say to you I  do not speak on my 
own authority,  but the Father who dwells in me does His works.  Bel ieve 
me that I  am in the Father and the Father is in me,  or  e lse bel ieve on 
account of  the works themselves.  John 14:8-11.
  
I f  Jesus needed to abide,  i t  is  c lear  that  we need to a lso!

What truths about God are highl ighted in the scr iptures above?  L ist  as 
many as you can.

INVITATION TO REMARKABLE AND ABUNDANT JOY

Good news!   Hear God’s promise from John 15.   Please don’t  sk im,  absorb 
God’s invitat ion to you.

“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.  As the Father has loved me,  so 
have I  loved you.  Abide in my love.  I f  you keep my commandments,  you 
wi l l  abide in my love,  just  as I  have kept my Father 's  commandments and 
abide in his  love.  These things I  have spoken to you, that my joy may be 
in you, and that your joy may be ful l .”

Romans 12:2 
“Do not conform to the pattern of  th is  world but be transformed by the 
renewing of  your mind.  Then you wi l l  be able to test  and approve what 
God’s wi l l  is—his good,  pleasing and per fect  wi l l .”

Anne’s Stor y:
“ I  c lear ly  remember the bubbl ing-over joy I  exper ienced the day I  was 
prompted by the Lord’s Prayer to be forgiven and then to forgive.   I  wrote 
out ever y person I  could think of  to forgive;  and Chr ist  gave me His 
forgiveness to extend to them. My joy was ful l .  I  sk ipped around al l  
afternoon.”

In what ways do you exper ience the Lord’s joy?

 

How are those exper iences connected to abiding in Jesus?

What is  h inder ing you from receiv ing the Lord’s fu l l  joy?

Frank’s Stor y:
“ In my morning quiet  t ime,  I  pray that  I  wi l l  abide in Jesus that  day.  I  
v isual ize Him holding me in His arms.  I f  Jesus is  holding me c lose then I  
wi l l  be where I  am supposed to be,  doing what He wants me to do,  and 
doing i t  His way.  The Holy Spir i t  is  guiding me,  teaching me,  protect ing 
me and discipl in ing me.  

Dur ing the day when I  remember to intent ional ly  ask Jesus to hold onto me 
and lead me,  the di f ferent chores of  the day,  which may not have been 
scheduled,  seem to fa l l  into place in order ly fashion.  I  get  more 
accompl ished and best  of  a l l ,  I  receive the Lord’s joy and don’t  feel  stress 
as I  go through the day.”

Please write below what you are feel ing as a transparent prayer to God.   
He loves to hear your honest praise,  lament ,  f rustrat ions and requests.

Write-out below John 15:11,  “These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my 
joy may be in you,  and that  your joy may be ful l .”

  

Pray and ask Him to show you His love for  you.  Ask Him to show you what 
is  h inder ing your abiding.   Jesus loves you more than you can comprehend.   
Ask Him to help you receive His love.

Let’s  receive this  remarkable l i fe  where Chr ist ’s  love flows through us by 
His Spir i t  in  order to love others and bear eternal  spir i tual  f ru i t .   His joy is  
in us and is  fu l l !

May God bless you as you abide in Him!



Let’s  star t  by reminding ourselves who i t  is  we are cal led to abide in .  

King David wrote in Psalm 8:

“O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!   You have set  
your glor y above the heavens.   Out of  the mouth of  babies and infants,  you 
have establ ished strength because of  your foes,  to st i l l  the enemy and the 
avenger.

When I  look at  your heavens,  the work of  your fingers,  the moon and the 
stars,  which you have set  in place,  what is  man that  you are mindful  of  
h im,  and the son of  man that  you care for  h im?

Yet you have made him a l i t t le  lower than the heavenly beings and 
crowned him with glor y and honor.   You have given him dominion over the 
works of  your hands;  you have put a l l  th ings under his  feet ,  a l l  sheep and 
oxen,  and also the beasts of  the field,  the birds of  the heavens,  and the 
fish of  the sea,  whatever passes along the paths of  the seas.

O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!”

Our Lord has put us in posit ion to have a remarkable l i fe  as we are in 
fe l lowship with Him.  Is  your re lat ionship with Chr ist  remarkable,  
extraordinar y,  except ional ,  amazing!?  Many Chr ist ians desire to 
wholehear tedly say,  “Yes!”  But often,  we quiet ly  mumble,  “No.”

There is  no desire to offend anyone with this  quest ion.   The hope is  to 
awaken us Chr ist ians from sleep-walking through rout ines and 
unremarkable Chr ist ian motions.   The Creator  of  a l l  th ings is  invit ing us 
into a REMARKABLE l i fe .   Let’s  expect  the Holy Spir i t  to give us a 
br ightness and vibrancy as we abide in Jesus.

Stop for  a second.   I f  you are ready,  wri te a prayer to God that  you are 
opening yourself  to the remarkable l i fe  –  HIM.  He loves that .

OUR SITUATION

When some of  you first  responded to Chr ist ’s  cal l ,  you exper ienced the 
miracle of  God awakening you as you obeyed his  first  command to come to 
Him.  Your l ives blossomed as you freshly exper ienced his  grace and truth.   
Many of  you have been miraculously changed as the Holy Spir i t ’s  power 
removed you from terr ib le s i tuat ions whi le forgiv ing you of  terr ib le s ins.  
Some of  you had less obvious s ins;  yet ,  God made you aware of  your 
disobedience,  str iv ing to create your own kingdoms.   You too exper ienced 
the salvat ion of  our Savior.  Even though we have al l  come from dif ferent 
categor ies of  s in and brokenness,  none of  us have regretted coming to 
Him. 

And,  s ince then,  you have had disappointments.   You have had seasons of  
increased s in ,  joylessness,  and feeble connect ions with your Savior.   
Why?  Because you wandered from Him.  Jesus commands that ,  not  only 
must you come to Him, you must stay in Him.   Please do not miss the 
intent ional  use of  the word “must .”   Even though Jesus Chr ist  is  the 
creator,  sustainer,  and redeemer of  the UNIVERSE,  whi le He was in human 
flesh,  He needed to abide IN the Father.   L ikewise,  to receive the 
remarkable l i fe  that  is  of fered to you,  you must abide in Jesus.   

What is  your response when you read that  your t imes of  spir i tual  dr yness 
and disconnect ion are because you wandered away from Him?

Do you agree or  do you think i t  is  caused by something else?  What is  the 
something else?

JESUS AS A MAN NEEDED TO ABIDE ALSO

Isn’ t  i t  stunning that  the creator  of  the universe needed to abide with the 
Father through prayer? 

“And r is ing ver y ear ly  in the morning,  whi le i t  was st i l l  dark ,  Jesus 
depar ted and went out  to a desolate place,  and there he prayed.”  
Mark 1:35.

In  the garden of  Gethsemane,  hours before Jesus’  crucifixion:  “And going 
a l i t t le  far ther Jesus fe l l  on his  face and prayed,  saying,  “My Father,  i f  i t  be 
possible ,  let  th is  cup pass from me;  never theless,  not  as I  wi l l ,  but  as you 
wi l l .”  Matthew 26:39

Jesus said to Phi l l ip,  “Have I  been with you so long,  and you st i l l  do not 
know me,  Phi l ip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.  How can you 
say,  ‘Show us the Father ’ ?  Do you not bel ieve that  I  am in the Father and 
the Father is  in me? The words that I  say to you I  do not speak on my 
own authority,  but the Father who dwells in me does His works.  Bel ieve 
me that I  am in the Father and the Father is in me,  or  e lse bel ieve on 
account of  the works themselves.  John 14:8-11.
  
I f  Jesus needed to abide,  i t  is  c lear  that  we need to a lso!

What truths about God are highl ighted in the scr iptures above?  L ist  as 
many as you can.

INVITATION TO REMARKABLE AND ABUNDANT JOY

Good news!   Hear God’s promise from John 15.   Please don’t  sk im,  absorb 
God’s invitat ion to you.

“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.  As the Father has loved me,  so 
have I  loved you.  Abide in my love.  I f  you keep my commandments,  you 
wi l l  abide in my love,  just  as I  have kept my Father 's  commandments and 
abide in his  love.  These things I  have spoken to you, that my joy may be 
in you, and that your joy may be ful l .”

Romans 12:2 
“Do not conform to the pattern of  th is  world but be transformed by the 
renewing of  your mind.  Then you wi l l  be able to test  and approve what 
God’s wi l l  is—his good,  pleasing and per fect  wi l l .”

Anne’s Stor y:
“ I  c lear ly  remember the bubbl ing-over joy I  exper ienced the day I  was 
prompted by the Lord’s Prayer to be forgiven and then to forgive.   I  wrote 
out ever y person I  could think of  to forgive;  and Chr ist  gave me His 
forgiveness to extend to them. My joy was ful l .  I  sk ipped around al l  
afternoon.”

In what ways do you exper ience the Lord’s joy?

 

How are those exper iences connected to abiding in Jesus?

What is  h inder ing you from receiv ing the Lord’s fu l l  joy?

Frank’s Stor y:
“ In my morning quiet  t ime,  I  pray that  I  wi l l  abide in Jesus that  day.  I  
v isual ize Him holding me in His arms.  I f  Jesus is  holding me c lose then I  
wi l l  be where I  am supposed to be,  doing what He wants me to do,  and 
doing i t  His way.  The Holy Spir i t  is  guiding me,  teaching me,  protect ing 
me and discipl in ing me.  

Dur ing the day when I  remember to intent ional ly  ask Jesus to hold onto me 
and lead me,  the di f ferent chores of  the day,  which may not have been 
scheduled,  seem to fa l l  into place in order ly fashion.  I  get  more 
accompl ished and best  of  a l l ,  I  receive the Lord’s joy and don’t  feel  stress 
as I  go through the day.”

Please write below what you are feel ing as a transparent prayer to God.   
He loves to hear your honest praise,  lament ,  f rustrat ions and requests.

Write-out below John 15:11,  “These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my 
joy may be in you,  and that  your joy may be ful l .”

  

Pray and ask Him to show you His love for  you.  Ask Him to show you what 
is  h inder ing your abiding.   Jesus loves you more than you can comprehend.   
Ask Him to help you receive His love.

Let’s  receive this  remarkable l i fe  where Chr ist ’s  love flows through us by 
His Spir i t  in  order to love others and bear eternal  spir i tual  f ru i t .   His joy is  
in us and is  fu l l !

May God bless you as you abide in Him!

ABIDE IN JESUS  |  HIS INVITATION9



Let’s  star t  by reminding ourselves who i t  is  we are cal led to abide in .  

King David wrote in Psalm 8:

“O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!   You have set  
your glor y above the heavens.   Out of  the mouth of  babies and infants,  you 
have establ ished strength because of  your foes,  to st i l l  the enemy and the 
avenger.

When I  look at  your heavens,  the work of  your fingers,  the moon and the 
stars,  which you have set  in place,  what is  man that  you are mindful  of  
h im,  and the son of  man that  you care for  h im?

Yet you have made him a l i t t le  lower than the heavenly beings and 
crowned him with glor y and honor.   You have given him dominion over the 
works of  your hands;  you have put a l l  th ings under his  feet ,  a l l  sheep and 
oxen,  and also the beasts of  the field,  the birds of  the heavens,  and the 
fish of  the sea,  whatever passes along the paths of  the seas.

O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!”

Our Lord has put us in posit ion to have a remarkable l i fe  as we are in 
fe l lowship with Him.  Is  your re lat ionship with Chr ist  remarkable,  
extraordinar y,  except ional ,  amazing!?  Many Chr ist ians desire to 
wholehear tedly say,  “Yes!”  But often,  we quiet ly  mumble,  “No.”

There is  no desire to offend anyone with this  quest ion.   The hope is  to 
awaken us Chr ist ians from sleep-walking through rout ines and 
unremarkable Chr ist ian motions.   The Creator  of  a l l  th ings is  invit ing us 
into a REMARKABLE l i fe .   Let’s  expect  the Holy Spir i t  to give us a 
br ightness and vibrancy as we abide in Jesus.

Stop for  a second.   I f  you are ready,  wri te a prayer to God that  you are 
opening yourself  to the remarkable l i fe  –  HIM.  He loves that .

OUR SITUATION

When some of  you first  responded to Chr ist ’s  cal l ,  you exper ienced the 
miracle of  God awakening you as you obeyed his  first  command to come to 
Him.  Your l ives blossomed as you freshly exper ienced his  grace and truth.   
Many of  you have been miraculously changed as the Holy Spir i t ’s  power 
removed you from terr ib le s i tuat ions whi le forgiv ing you of  terr ib le s ins.  
Some of  you had less obvious s ins;  yet ,  God made you aware of  your 
disobedience,  str iv ing to create your own kingdoms.   You too exper ienced 
the salvat ion of  our Savior.  Even though we have al l  come from dif ferent 
categor ies of  s in and brokenness,  none of  us have regretted coming to 
Him. 

And,  s ince then,  you have had disappointments.   You have had seasons of  
increased s in ,  joylessness,  and feeble connect ions with your Savior.   
Why?  Because you wandered from Him.  Jesus commands that ,  not  only 
must you come to Him, you must stay in Him.   Please do not miss the 
intent ional  use of  the word “must .”   Even though Jesus Chr ist  is  the 
creator,  sustainer,  and redeemer of  the UNIVERSE,  whi le He was in human 
flesh,  He needed to abide IN the Father.   L ikewise,  to receive the 
remarkable l i fe  that  is  of fered to you,  you must abide in Jesus.   

What is  your response when you read that  your t imes of  spir i tual  dr yness 
and disconnect ion are because you wandered away from Him?

Do you agree or  do you think i t  is  caused by something else?  What is  the 
something else?

JESUS AS A MAN NEEDED TO ABIDE ALSO

Isn’ t  i t  stunning that  the creator  of  the universe needed to abide with the 
Father through prayer? 

“And r is ing ver y ear ly  in the morning,  whi le i t  was st i l l  dark ,  Jesus 
depar ted and went out  to a desolate place,  and there he prayed.”  
Mark 1:35.

In  the garden of  Gethsemane,  hours before Jesus’  crucifixion:  “And going 
a l i t t le  far ther Jesus fe l l  on his  face and prayed,  saying,  “My Father,  i f  i t  be 
possible ,  let  th is  cup pass from me;  never theless,  not  as I  wi l l ,  but  as you 
wi l l .”  Matthew 26:39

Jesus said to Phi l l ip,  “Have I  been with you so long,  and you st i l l  do not 
know me,  Phi l ip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.  How can you 
say,  ‘Show us the Father ’ ?  Do you not bel ieve that  I  am in the Father and 
the Father is  in me? The words that I  say to you I  do not speak on my 
own authority,  but the Father who dwells in me does His works.  Bel ieve 
me that I  am in the Father and the Father is in me,  or  e lse bel ieve on 
account of  the works themselves.  John 14:8-11.
  
I f  Jesus needed to abide,  i t  is  c lear  that  we need to a lso!

What truths about God are highl ighted in the scr iptures above?  L ist  as 
many as you can.

INVITATION TO REMARKABLE AND ABUNDANT JOY

Good news!   Hear God’s promise from John 15.   Please don’t  sk im,  absorb 
God’s invitat ion to you.

“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.  As the Father has loved me,  so 
have I  loved you.  Abide in my love.  I f  you keep my commandments,  you 
wi l l  abide in my love,  just  as I  have kept my Father 's  commandments and 
abide in his  love.  These things I  have spoken to you, that my joy may be 
in you, and that your joy may be ful l .”

Romans 12:2 
“Do not conform to the pattern of  th is  world but be transformed by the 
renewing of  your mind.  Then you wi l l  be able to test  and approve what 
God’s wi l l  is—his good,  pleasing and per fect  wi l l .”

Anne’s Stor y:
“ I  c lear ly  remember the bubbl ing-over joy I  exper ienced the day I  was 
prompted by the Lord’s Prayer to be forgiven and then to forgive.   I  wrote 
out ever y person I  could think of  to forgive;  and Chr ist  gave me His 
forgiveness to extend to them. My joy was ful l .  I  sk ipped around al l  
afternoon.”

In what ways do you exper ience the Lord’s joy?

 

How are those exper iences connected to abiding in Jesus?

What is  h inder ing you from receiv ing the Lord’s fu l l  joy?

Frank’s Stor y:
“ In my morning quiet  t ime,  I  pray that  I  wi l l  abide in Jesus that  day.  I  
v isual ize Him holding me in His arms.  I f  Jesus is  holding me c lose then I  
wi l l  be where I  am supposed to be,  doing what He wants me to do,  and 
doing i t  His way.  The Holy Spir i t  is  guiding me,  teaching me,  protect ing 
me and discipl in ing me.  

Dur ing the day when I  remember to intent ional ly  ask Jesus to hold onto me 
and lead me,  the di f ferent chores of  the day,  which may not have been 
scheduled,  seem to fa l l  into place in order ly fashion.  I  get  more 
accompl ished and best  of  a l l ,  I  receive the Lord’s joy and don’t  feel  stress 
as I  go through the day.”

Please write below what you are feel ing as a transparent prayer to God.   
He loves to hear your honest praise,  lament ,  f rustrat ions and requests.

Write-out below John 15:11,  “These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my 
joy may be in you,  and that  your joy may be ful l .”

  

Pray and ask Him to show you His love for  you.  Ask Him to show you what 
is  h inder ing your abiding.   Jesus loves you more than you can comprehend.   
Ask Him to help you receive His love.

Let’s  receive this  remarkable l i fe  where Chr ist ’s  love flows through us by 
His Spir i t  in  order to love others and bear eternal  spir i tual  f ru i t .   His joy is  
in us and is  fu l l !

May God bless you as you abide in Him!
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Before we answer the quest ion,  let ’s  be reminded of  our posit ion.

Before the Throne of  God By Char i t ie  Lees Bancroft  (1841-1892)

“Before the throne of  God above,  I  have a strong and per fect  plea,  a  great  
High Pr iest  whose name is  “Love,”  who ever l ives and pleads for  me.   My 
name is  graven on His hands,  my name is  writ ten on His hear t ;  I  know that  
whi le in heaven He stands no tongue can bid me thence depar t .
  
When Satan temps me to despair,  and te l ls  me of  the gui l t  within,  upward 
I  look and see Him there who made an end to a l l  my s in .   Because the 
s in less savior  died,  my s inful  soul  is  counted free;  for  God,  the just ,  is  
sat isfied to look on Him and pardon me.

Behold Him there!  The r isen Lamb, my per fect ,  spot less Righteousness,  
the great  unchangeable I  AM, the King of  glor y and of  grace!   One with 
Himself  I  cannot die,  my soul is  purchased by His blood; my l i fe is  hid 
with Christ on high,  with Christ ,  my savior and my God.”

Abiding invites us to give up our fa lse sense of  independence and 
self-sufficiency.  Stop tr y ing to be k ing.  Accept His invitat ion into His 
kingdom IN Him – loving,  rest ing,  remaining,  obeying and bear ing frui t .

Abiding is  act ive.   Because we can’t  ser ve two masters,  we must stop 
running around ser ving ourselves.  Recogniz ing that  we are incapable of  
being a r ighteous and wise lord,  let ’s  give up our feeble k ingdom for  His 
per fect  Kingdom. In humil i ty  and grat i tude,  let ’s  accept his  unbel ievable 
invitat ion to be in cont inual  IN t imacy with Him – the per fect  and eternal  
King.

In this  abiding re lat ionship,  we rest  in Him, l isten to Him, and through His 
power,  we obey His Word for  His glor y,  our  good,  and the good of  others.

WE ARE DEPENDENT

John the Bapt ist  said,  “A man can receive only what is  given him from 
heaven.”  John 3:27

The Apost le Paul  wrote,  “For by Him (Jesus)  a l l  th ings were created,  in  
heaven and on ear th,  v is ib le and invis ible ,  whether thrones or  dominions 
or  ru lers or  author i t ies—al l  th ings were created through Him and for  Him. 
And He is  before a l l  th ings,  and in Him al l  things hold together.”  
Colossians 1:16-17

Jesus said,  “Apar t  f rom me,  you can do nothing.”  John 15:5

Paul  Mi l ler  wrote:  “ I f  you are not  praying,  then you are quiet ly  confident 
that  t ime,  money,  and ta lent  are a l l  you need in l i fe .  You' l l  a lways be a 
l i t t le  too t i red,  a l i t t le  too busy.  But ,  i f  l ike Jesus you real ize you can't  do 
l i fe  on your own,  then no matter  how busy,  no matter  how t i red you are,  
you wi l l  find the t ime to pray.”

Have you come to the point  in your l i fe  where you know you are truly 
dependent on God?

If  not ,  wri te out  a prayer of  confession for  the t imes when you are 
depending on yourself.   Accept His invitat ion to be your King.

IN HUMILITY WE YIELD OUR KINGDOM

Abiding in Chr ist  is  s imply humbl ing oneself  to be empowered by Jesus 
and staying there.  This is  the first  step to posit ion our hear ts and minds to 
al low Him IN us and us IN Him.

Jesus star ts his  sermon on the mount with,  “Blessed are the poor in spir i t ,  
for  theirs  is  the k ingdom of  heaven.”  Matthew 5:3.  Jesus is  teaching us 
that  the s imple act  of  humbl ing ourselves wi l l  posit ion us to receive Him 
and His Kingdom.

Many Chr ist ians understand the extent to which Jesus has c la imed their  
l i fe .  Paul  wri tes “ I  have been crucified with Chr ist .  I t  is  no longer I  who 
l ive,  but  Chr ist  who l ives in me.  And the l i fe  I  now l ive in the flesh I  l ive by 
fa i th in the Son of  God,  who loved me and gave Himself  for  me.”  (Galat ians 
2:20) We know this  is  our spir i tual  status,  yet  we struggle to consistent ly  
l ive-out ,  “ I  no longer l ive,  Chr ist  l ives in me”.   We struggle because our “ I”  
wants to be k ing.   We think we are sufficient  without Him.

Jesus said in prayer to the Father,  “Not my wi l l  but  yours be done,”  and 
“Your k ingdom come on ear th as i t  is  in  heaven.”   Oh God,  help us!   Our 
k ingdoms are pathet ic  –  Yours is  per fect  and forever.

Please pray this  prayer with us again.   Feel  f ree to modify i t  to make i t  
yours:  personal  and transparent .

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing of  a broken 
k ingdom. I  accept your invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you 
want to give.   Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your 
wi l l .   In  Jesus’  Name.  Amen.”

What is  keeping you from a deeper y ie lding to Chr ist?

Please write your prayer to God to help you to be wil l ing  to ident i fy  and 
remove any barr iers that  hinder your fu l l  submission to His Kingdom.  He 
loves when we give our wi l l  to Him. He is  k ind,  gent le ,  and gracious with 
our submission.  

Now, we are in a posit ion to abide…

REST IN HIS LOVE

Jesus said,  “Behold,  I  stand at  the door and knock .  I f  anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door,  I  wi l l  come in to him  and eat  with him,  and he 
with me.”  Revelat ion 3:20

Jesus said,  “Come to me,  a l l  who labor and are heavy laden,  and I  wi l l  g ive 
you rest .  Take my yoke upon you,  and learn from me,  for  I  am gent le and 
lowly in hear t ,  and you wi l l  find rest  for  your souls.  For  my yoke is  easy,  
and my burden is  l ight .”  Matthew 11:28

Rest for  our souls !   Is  that  not  our deep common need?

Notice that  at tached to God’s promise of  rest ,  there is  only the condit ion 
of  y ie lding to His direct ion and teaching.   He assures us that  He is  gent le 
and humble.   To trumpet the promise,  He says a second t ime that  He wi l l  
g ive us rest .

Someone from a crowd asked Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the 
works of  God?” Jesus answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you 
bel ieve in Him whom he has sent .”  John 6:28-29

Our first  and dai ly  repeated “work” to abide in Chr ist  is  bel ieving that  God 
sent Jesus to remove us from the dominion of  Satan and establ ish us in his  
per fect  and loving Kingdom – IN Him.

What phrase or  thought from above stands out to you?

Write your abiding prayer of  rest ing in Chr ist .   Ask Him to guide you to 
“work” first  in bel ieving that  He is  what He says He is .

REMAIN IN HIS LOVE, LISTEN TO HIM, OBEY HIS DIRECTION

As we stay in His easy yoke,  the gent le creator  of  the universe guides us 
to work in His wi l l .   The yoke is  only di fficult  when we resist  i t .   His yoke 
is  easy because He is  the King – He does not need our physical  or  mental  
power to accompl ish His wi l l .   He is  lovingly invit ing us to par t ic ipate with 
Him.  We pray that  you hear that  truth:  The Creator  and Sustainer  of  the 
universe is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate in His holy and loving pursuits !

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Thess 5:16

“God is  able to make al l  grace abound to you,  so that  having al l  sufficiency 
in  a l l  th ings at  a l l  t imes,  you may abound in ever y good work .” ’  
2Cor inthians 9:8

BEARING FRUIT

Jesus said,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever 
you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  
you bear much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.”

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:  
“As I  entered the hal lway to pick up my boys from school ,  there was the 
woman:  big,  ta l l  and loud.   I  was glad that  I  was near the back of  the l ine 
and not next  to her.   For  the har vest  par ty,  she brought in big 
poster-board witches.  I  hate witches.  I  steered c lear  of  her  most days.

One morning,  dur ing my prayer t ime,  I  was asking God who He wanted me 
to love that  day.   Her face came quickly to mind.  Hmm…  “Real ly  God?”  I  
let  i t  s ink in .   And then I  asked,  “How?”  I  fe l t  l ike God told me to buy her 
long-johns.   

“Nope.”  This is  my usual  response to some of  th ings He asks me to do.  But ,  
t ime and again,  what He asks,  He suppl ies.  He often asks me to forgive 
people that  I  have no forgiveness toward.   When I  do what He asks,  His 
forgiveness flows through me,  my bit terness l i fts  and is  replaced with joy.   
So,  with trepidat ion,  I  said “yes” to this  crazy long-johns scheme.

I  thought ,  “OK God,  i f  you want me to buy her long-johns.   I  guess that  is  
what I  wi l l  do.”   I  fe l t  l ike I  should buy nice ones so I  headed out to REI .   
When I  arr ived at  the store there was a big rounder of  choices.   Because 
th is  woman is  fu l l-figured,  I  d idn’t  want to offend her by buying a s ize too 
big or  too smal l .   I  asked God to show me.   I  kept looking,  asking Him to 
show me the pair.   When I  saw the XL purple Patagonia long- johns,  I  just  
knew they were the r ight  choice.

I t  was Chr istmas season.   Since I  love al l  th ings wrapped,  I  took some t ime 
to make the gi ft  look specia l ,  maybe then she wouldn’t  th ink I  was crazy.   
When I  saw her at  school ,  I  awkwardly handed her the gi ft  and told her 
that  God wanted me to give her this .   She looked puzzled.

As she opened the gi ft ,  her  countenance softened.  This strong,  hard 
woman explained that  she had been working nights on the cold winter  
runway for  FedEx.   She had been freezing.   And through tears,  she smi led 
and said,  “Purple is  my favor i te color !”

Lesl ie  and this  woman now know that God loves us specifical ly  and 
indiv idual ly.  They wi l l  never forget .  This message of  t ruth to them is  the 
frui t  of  a woman abiding in His love,  l istening and obeying.   Praise God!  

He cares for  those who are hur t ing and cold.   He is  invit ing us to come IN 
HIM to do the same!

As you abide and pray,  is  God repeat ing messages or  commands for  you 
to do something specific?  I f  so,  what?

I f  not ,  pray that  God wi l l  help you hear his  direct ion.   One star t ing point  is  
asking Him whom he wants you to love today.  Abide In Him, y ie ld your 
k ingdom to His,  rest  and ask .



Let’s  star t  by reminding ourselves who i t  is  we are cal led to abide in .  

King David wrote in Psalm 8:

“O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!   You have set  
your glor y above the heavens.   Out of  the mouth of  babies and infants,  you 
have establ ished strength because of  your foes,  to st i l l  the enemy and the 
avenger.

When I  look at  your heavens,  the work of  your fingers,  the moon and the 
stars,  which you have set  in place,  what is  man that  you are mindful  of  
h im,  and the son of  man that  you care for  h im?

Yet you have made him a l i t t le  lower than the heavenly beings and 
crowned him with glor y and honor.   You have given him dominion over the 
works of  your hands;  you have put a l l  th ings under his  feet ,  a l l  sheep and 
oxen,  and also the beasts of  the field,  the birds of  the heavens,  and the 
fish of  the sea,  whatever passes along the paths of  the seas.

O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!”

Our Lord has put us in posit ion to have a remarkable l i fe  as we are in 
fe l lowship with Him.  Is  your re lat ionship with Chr ist  remarkable,  
extraordinar y,  except ional ,  amazing!?  Many Chr ist ians desire to 
wholehear tedly say,  “Yes!”  But often,  we quiet ly  mumble,  “No.”

There is  no desire to offend anyone with this  quest ion.   The hope is  to 
awaken us Chr ist ians from sleep-walking through rout ines and 
unremarkable Chr ist ian motions.   The Creator  of  a l l  th ings is  invit ing us 
into a REMARKABLE l i fe .   Let’s  expect  the Holy Spir i t  to give us a 
br ightness and vibrancy as we abide in Jesus.

Stop for  a second.   I f  you are ready,  wri te a prayer to God that  you are 
opening yourself  to the remarkable l i fe  –  HIM.  He loves that .

OUR SITUATION

When some of  you first  responded to Chr ist ’s  cal l ,  you exper ienced the 
miracle of  God awakening you as you obeyed his  first  command to come to 
Him.  Your l ives blossomed as you freshly exper ienced his  grace and truth.   
Many of  you have been miraculously changed as the Holy Spir i t ’s  power 
removed you from terr ib le s i tuat ions whi le forgiv ing you of  terr ib le s ins.  
Some of  you had less obvious s ins;  yet ,  God made you aware of  your 
disobedience,  str iv ing to create your own kingdoms.   You too exper ienced 
the salvat ion of  our Savior.  Even though we have al l  come from dif ferent 
categor ies of  s in and brokenness,  none of  us have regretted coming to 
Him. 

And,  s ince then,  you have had disappointments.   You have had seasons of  
increased s in ,  joylessness,  and feeble connect ions with your Savior.   
Why?  Because you wandered from Him.  Jesus commands that ,  not  only 
must you come to Him, you must stay in Him.   Please do not miss the 
intent ional  use of  the word “must .”   Even though Jesus Chr ist  is  the 
creator,  sustainer,  and redeemer of  the UNIVERSE,  whi le He was in human 
flesh,  He needed to abide IN the Father.   L ikewise,  to receive the 
remarkable l i fe  that  is  of fered to you,  you must abide in Jesus.   

What is  your response when you read that  your t imes of  spir i tual  dr yness 
and disconnect ion are because you wandered away from Him?

Do you agree or  do you think i t  is  caused by something else?  What is  the 
something else?

JESUS AS A MAN NEEDED TO ABIDE ALSO

Isn’ t  i t  stunning that  the creator  of  the universe needed to abide with the 
Father through prayer? 

“And r is ing ver y ear ly  in the morning,  whi le i t  was st i l l  dark ,  Jesus 
depar ted and went out  to a desolate place,  and there he prayed.”  
Mark 1:35.

In  the garden of  Gethsemane,  hours before Jesus’  crucifixion:  “And going 
a l i t t le  far ther Jesus fe l l  on his  face and prayed,  saying,  “My Father,  i f  i t  be 
possible ,  let  th is  cup pass from me;  never theless,  not  as I  wi l l ,  but  as you 
wi l l .”  Matthew 26:39

Jesus said to Phi l l ip,  “Have I  been with you so long,  and you st i l l  do not 
know me,  Phi l ip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.  How can you 
say,  ‘Show us the Father ’ ?  Do you not bel ieve that  I  am in the Father and 
the Father is  in me? The words that I  say to you I  do not speak on my 
own authority,  but the Father who dwells in me does His works.  Bel ieve 
me that I  am in the Father and the Father is in me,  or  e lse bel ieve on 
account of  the works themselves.  John 14:8-11.
  
I f  Jesus needed to abide,  i t  is  c lear  that  we need to a lso!

What truths about God are highl ighted in the scr iptures above?  L ist  as 
many as you can.

INVITATION TO REMARKABLE AND ABUNDANT JOY

Good news!   Hear God’s promise from John 15.   Please don’t  sk im,  absorb 
God’s invitat ion to you.

“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.  As the Father has loved me,  so 
have I  loved you.  Abide in my love.  I f  you keep my commandments,  you 
wi l l  abide in my love,  just  as I  have kept my Father 's  commandments and 
abide in his  love.  These things I  have spoken to you, that my joy may be 
in you, and that your joy may be ful l .”

Romans 12:2 
“Do not conform to the pattern of  th is  world but be transformed by the 
renewing of  your mind.  Then you wi l l  be able to test  and approve what 
God’s wi l l  is—his good,  pleasing and per fect  wi l l .”

Anne’s Stor y:
“ I  c lear ly  remember the bubbl ing-over joy I  exper ienced the day I  was 
prompted by the Lord’s Prayer to be forgiven and then to forgive.   I  wrote 
out ever y person I  could think of  to forgive;  and Chr ist  gave me His 
forgiveness to extend to them. My joy was ful l .  I  sk ipped around al l  
afternoon.”

In what ways do you exper ience the Lord’s joy?

 

How are those exper iences connected to abiding in Jesus?

What is  h inder ing you from receiv ing the Lord’s fu l l  joy?

Frank’s Stor y:
“ In my morning quiet  t ime,  I  pray that  I  wi l l  abide in Jesus that  day.  I  
v isual ize Him holding me in His arms.  I f  Jesus is  holding me c lose then I  
wi l l  be where I  am supposed to be,  doing what He wants me to do,  and 
doing i t  His way.  The Holy Spir i t  is  guiding me,  teaching me,  protect ing 
me and discipl in ing me.  

Dur ing the day when I  remember to intent ional ly  ask Jesus to hold onto me 
and lead me,  the di f ferent chores of  the day,  which may not have been 
scheduled,  seem to fa l l  into place in order ly fashion.  I  get  more 
accompl ished and best  of  a l l ,  I  receive the Lord’s joy and don’t  feel  stress 
as I  go through the day.”

Please write below what you are feel ing as a transparent prayer to God.   
He loves to hear your honest praise,  lament ,  f rustrat ions and requests.

Write-out below John 15:11,  “These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my 
joy may be in you,  and that  your joy may be ful l .”

  

Pray and ask Him to show you His love for  you.  Ask Him to show you what 
is  h inder ing your abiding.   Jesus loves you more than you can comprehend.   
Ask Him to help you receive His love.

Let’s  receive this  remarkable l i fe  where Chr ist ’s  love flows through us by 
His Spir i t  in  order to love others and bear eternal  spir i tual  f ru i t .   His joy is  
in us and is  fu l l !

May God bless you as you abide in Him!

ABIDE IN JESUS  |  HIS INVITATION1 1

Before we answer the quest ion,  let ’s  be reminded of  our posit ion.

Before the Throne of  God By Char i t ie  Lees Bancroft  (1841-1892)

“Before the throne of  God above,  I  have a strong and per fect  plea,  a  great  
High Pr iest  whose name is  “Love,”  who ever l ives and pleads for  me.   My 
name is  graven on His hands,  my name is  writ ten on His hear t ;  I  know that  
whi le in heaven He stands no tongue can bid me thence depar t .
  
When Satan temps me to despair,  and te l ls  me of  the gui l t  within,  upward 
I  look and see Him there who made an end to a l l  my s in .   Because the 
s in less savior  died,  my s inful  soul  is  counted free;  for  God,  the just ,  is  
sat isfied to look on Him and pardon me.

Behold Him there!  The r isen Lamb, my per fect ,  spot less Righteousness,  
the great  unchangeable I  AM, the King of  glor y and of  grace!   One with 
Himself  I  cannot die,  my soul is  purchased by His blood; my l i fe is  hid 
with Christ on high,  with Christ ,  my savior and my God.”

Abiding invites us to give up our fa lse sense of  independence and 
self-sufficiency.  Stop tr y ing to be k ing.  Accept His invitat ion into His 
kingdom IN Him – loving,  rest ing,  remaining,  obeying and bear ing frui t .

Abiding is  act ive.   Because we can’t  ser ve two masters,  we must stop 
running around ser ving ourselves.  Recogniz ing that  we are incapable of  
being a r ighteous and wise lord,  let ’s  give up our feeble k ingdom for  His 
per fect  Kingdom. In humil i ty  and grat i tude,  let ’s  accept his  unbel ievable 
invitat ion to be in cont inual  IN t imacy with Him – the per fect  and eternal  
King.

In this  abiding re lat ionship,  we rest  in Him, l isten to Him, and through His 
power,  we obey His Word for  His glor y,  our  good,  and the good of  others.

WE ARE DEPENDENT

John the Bapt ist  said,  “A man can receive only what is  given him from 
heaven.”  John 3:27

The Apost le Paul  wrote,  “For by Him (Jesus)  a l l  th ings were created,  in  
heaven and on ear th,  v is ib le and invis ible ,  whether thrones or  dominions 
or  ru lers or  author i t ies—al l  th ings were created through Him and for  Him. 
And He is  before a l l  th ings,  and in Him al l  things hold together.”  
Colossians 1:16-17

Jesus said,  “Apar t  f rom me,  you can do nothing.”  John 15:5

Paul  Mi l ler  wrote:  “ I f  you are not  praying,  then you are quiet ly  confident 
that  t ime,  money,  and ta lent  are a l l  you need in l i fe .  You' l l  a lways be a 
l i t t le  too t i red,  a l i t t le  too busy.  But ,  i f  l ike Jesus you real ize you can't  do 
l i fe  on your own,  then no matter  how busy,  no matter  how t i red you are,  
you wi l l  find the t ime to pray.”

Have you come to the point  in your l i fe  where you know you are truly 
dependent on God?

If  not ,  wri te out  a prayer of  confession for  the t imes when you are 
depending on yourself.   Accept His invitat ion to be your King.

IN HUMILITY WE YIELD OUR KINGDOM

Abiding in Chr ist  is  s imply humbl ing oneself  to be empowered by Jesus 
and staying there.  This is  the first  step to posit ion our hear ts and minds to 
al low Him IN us and us IN Him.

Jesus star ts his  sermon on the mount with,  “Blessed are the poor in spir i t ,  
for  theirs  is  the k ingdom of  heaven.”  Matthew 5:3.  Jesus is  teaching us 
that  the s imple act  of  humbl ing ourselves wi l l  posit ion us to receive Him 
and His Kingdom.

Many Chr ist ians understand the extent to which Jesus has c la imed their  
l i fe .  Paul  wri tes “ I  have been crucified with Chr ist .  I t  is  no longer I  who 
l ive,  but  Chr ist  who l ives in me.  And the l i fe  I  now l ive in the flesh I  l ive by 
fa i th in the Son of  God,  who loved me and gave Himself  for  me.”  (Galat ians 
2:20) We know this  is  our spir i tual  status,  yet  we struggle to consistent ly  
l ive-out ,  “ I  no longer l ive,  Chr ist  l ives in me”.   We struggle because our “ I”  
wants to be k ing.   We think we are sufficient  without Him.

Jesus said in prayer to the Father,  “Not my wi l l  but  yours be done,”  and 
“Your k ingdom come on ear th as i t  is  in  heaven.”   Oh God,  help us!   Our 
k ingdoms are pathet ic  –  Yours is  per fect  and forever.

Please pray this  prayer with us again.   Feel  f ree to modify i t  to make i t  
yours:  personal  and transparent .

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing of  a broken 
k ingdom. I  accept your invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you 
want to give.   Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your 
wi l l .   In  Jesus’  Name.  Amen.”

What is  keeping you from a deeper y ie lding to Chr ist?

Please write your prayer to God to help you to be wil l ing  to ident i fy  and 
remove any barr iers that  hinder your fu l l  submission to His Kingdom.  He 
loves when we give our wi l l  to Him. He is  k ind,  gent le ,  and gracious with 
our submission.  

Now, we are in a posit ion to abide…

REST IN HIS LOVE

Jesus said,  “Behold,  I  stand at  the door and knock .  I f  anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door,  I  wi l l  come in to him  and eat  with him,  and he 
with me.”  Revelat ion 3:20

Jesus said,  “Come to me,  a l l  who labor and are heavy laden,  and I  wi l l  g ive 
you rest .  Take my yoke upon you,  and learn from me,  for  I  am gent le and 
lowly in hear t ,  and you wi l l  find rest  for  your souls.  For  my yoke is  easy,  
and my burden is  l ight .”  Matthew 11:28

Rest for  our souls !   Is  that  not  our deep common need?

Notice that  at tached to God’s promise of  rest ,  there is  only the condit ion 
of  y ie lding to His direct ion and teaching.   He assures us that  He is  gent le 
and humble.   To trumpet the promise,  He says a second t ime that  He wi l l  
g ive us rest .

Someone from a crowd asked Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the 
works of  God?” Jesus answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you 
bel ieve in Him whom he has sent .”  John 6:28-29

Our first  and dai ly  repeated “work” to abide in Chr ist  is  bel ieving that  God 
sent Jesus to remove us from the dominion of  Satan and establ ish us in his  
per fect  and loving Kingdom – IN Him.

What phrase or  thought from above stands out to you?

Write your abiding prayer of  rest ing in Chr ist .   Ask Him to guide you to 
“work” first  in bel ieving that  He is  what He says He is .

REMAIN IN HIS LOVE, LISTEN TO HIM, OBEY HIS DIRECTION

As we stay in His easy yoke,  the gent le creator  of  the universe guides us 
to work in His wi l l .   The yoke is  only di fficult  when we resist  i t .   His yoke 
is  easy because He is  the King – He does not need our physical  or  mental  
power to accompl ish His wi l l .   He is  lovingly invit ing us to par t ic ipate with 
Him.  We pray that  you hear that  truth:  The Creator  and Sustainer  of  the 
universe is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate in His holy and loving pursuits !

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Thess 5:16

“God is  able to make al l  grace abound to you,  so that  having al l  sufficiency 
in  a l l  th ings at  a l l  t imes,  you may abound in ever y good work .” ’  
2Cor inthians 9:8

BEARING FRUIT

Jesus said,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever 
you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  
you bear much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.”

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:  
“As I  entered the hal lway to pick up my boys from school ,  there was the 
woman:  big,  ta l l  and loud.   I  was glad that  I  was near the back of  the l ine 
and not next  to her.   For  the har vest  par ty,  she brought in big 
poster-board witches.  I  hate witches.  I  steered c lear  of  her  most days.

One morning,  dur ing my prayer t ime,  I  was asking God who He wanted me 
to love that  day.   Her face came quickly to mind.  Hmm…  “Real ly  God?”  I  
let  i t  s ink in .   And then I  asked,  “How?”  I  fe l t  l ike God told me to buy her 
long-johns.   

“Nope.”  This is  my usual  response to some of  th ings He asks me to do.  But ,  
t ime and again,  what He asks,  He suppl ies.  He often asks me to forgive 
people that  I  have no forgiveness toward.   When I  do what He asks,  His 
forgiveness flows through me,  my bit terness l i fts  and is  replaced with joy.   
So,  with trepidat ion,  I  said “yes” to this  crazy long-johns scheme.

I  thought ,  “OK God,  i f  you want me to buy her long-johns.   I  guess that  is  
what I  wi l l  do.”   I  fe l t  l ike I  should buy nice ones so I  headed out to REI .   
When I  arr ived at  the store there was a big rounder of  choices.   Because 
th is  woman is  fu l l-figured,  I  d idn’t  want to offend her by buying a s ize too 
big or  too smal l .   I  asked God to show me.   I  kept looking,  asking Him to 
show me the pair.   When I  saw the XL purple Patagonia long- johns,  I  just  
knew they were the r ight  choice.

I t  was Chr istmas season.   Since I  love al l  th ings wrapped,  I  took some t ime 
to make the gi ft  look specia l ,  maybe then she wouldn’t  th ink I  was crazy.   
When I  saw her at  school ,  I  awkwardly handed her the gi ft  and told her 
that  God wanted me to give her this .   She looked puzzled.

As she opened the gi ft ,  her  countenance softened.  This strong,  hard 
woman explained that  she had been working nights on the cold winter  
runway for  FedEx.   She had been freezing.   And through tears,  she smi led 
and said,  “Purple is  my favor i te color !”

Lesl ie  and this  woman now know that God loves us specifical ly  and 
indiv idual ly.  They wi l l  never forget .  This message of  t ruth to them is  the 
frui t  of  a woman abiding in His love,  l istening and obeying.   Praise God!  

He cares for  those who are hur t ing and cold.   He is  invit ing us to come IN 
HIM to do the same!

As you abide and pray,  is  God repeat ing messages or  commands for  you 
to do something specific?  I f  so,  what?

I f  not ,  pray that  God wi l l  help you hear his  direct ion.   One star t ing point  is  
asking Him whom he wants you to love today.  Abide In Him, y ie ld your 
k ingdom to His,  rest  and ask .



Let’s  star t  by reminding ourselves who i t  is  we are cal led to abide in .  

King David wrote in Psalm 8:

“O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!   You have set  
your glor y above the heavens.   Out of  the mouth of  babies and infants,  you 
have establ ished strength because of  your foes,  to st i l l  the enemy and the 
avenger.

When I  look at  your heavens,  the work of  your fingers,  the moon and the 
stars,  which you have set  in place,  what is  man that  you are mindful  of  
h im,  and the son of  man that  you care for  h im?

Yet you have made him a l i t t le  lower than the heavenly beings and 
crowned him with glor y and honor.   You have given him dominion over the 
works of  your hands;  you have put a l l  th ings under his  feet ,  a l l  sheep and 
oxen,  and also the beasts of  the field,  the birds of  the heavens,  and the 
fish of  the sea,  whatever passes along the paths of  the seas.

O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!”

Our Lord has put us in posit ion to have a remarkable l i fe  as we are in 
fe l lowship with Him.  Is  your re lat ionship with Chr ist  remarkable,  
extraordinar y,  except ional ,  amazing!?  Many Chr ist ians desire to 
wholehear tedly say,  “Yes!”  But often,  we quiet ly  mumble,  “No.”

There is  no desire to offend anyone with this  quest ion.   The hope is  to 
awaken us Chr ist ians from sleep-walking through rout ines and 
unremarkable Chr ist ian motions.   The Creator  of  a l l  th ings is  invit ing us 
into a REMARKABLE l i fe .   Let’s  expect  the Holy Spir i t  to give us a 
br ightness and vibrancy as we abide in Jesus.

Stop for  a second.   I f  you are ready,  wri te a prayer to God that  you are 
opening yourself  to the remarkable l i fe  –  HIM.  He loves that .

OUR SITUATION

When some of  you first  responded to Chr ist ’s  cal l ,  you exper ienced the 
miracle of  God awakening you as you obeyed his  first  command to come to 
Him.  Your l ives blossomed as you freshly exper ienced his  grace and truth.   
Many of  you have been miraculously changed as the Holy Spir i t ’s  power 
removed you from terr ib le s i tuat ions whi le forgiv ing you of  terr ib le s ins.  
Some of  you had less obvious s ins;  yet ,  God made you aware of  your 
disobedience,  str iv ing to create your own kingdoms.   You too exper ienced 
the salvat ion of  our Savior.  Even though we have al l  come from dif ferent 
categor ies of  s in and brokenness,  none of  us have regretted coming to 
Him. 

And,  s ince then,  you have had disappointments.   You have had seasons of  
increased s in ,  joylessness,  and feeble connect ions with your Savior.   
Why?  Because you wandered from Him.  Jesus commands that ,  not  only 
must you come to Him, you must stay in Him.   Please do not miss the 
intent ional  use of  the word “must .”   Even though Jesus Chr ist  is  the 
creator,  sustainer,  and redeemer of  the UNIVERSE,  whi le He was in human 
flesh,  He needed to abide IN the Father.   L ikewise,  to receive the 
remarkable l i fe  that  is  of fered to you,  you must abide in Jesus.   

What is  your response when you read that  your t imes of  spir i tual  dr yness 
and disconnect ion are because you wandered away from Him?

Do you agree or  do you think i t  is  caused by something else?  What is  the 
something else?

JESUS AS A MAN NEEDED TO ABIDE ALSO

Isn’ t  i t  stunning that  the creator  of  the universe needed to abide with the 
Father through prayer? 

“And r is ing ver y ear ly  in the morning,  whi le i t  was st i l l  dark ,  Jesus 
depar ted and went out  to a desolate place,  and there he prayed.”  
Mark 1:35.

In  the garden of  Gethsemane,  hours before Jesus’  crucifixion:  “And going 
a l i t t le  far ther Jesus fe l l  on his  face and prayed,  saying,  “My Father,  i f  i t  be 
possible ,  let  th is  cup pass from me;  never theless,  not  as I  wi l l ,  but  as you 
wi l l .”  Matthew 26:39

Jesus said to Phi l l ip,  “Have I  been with you so long,  and you st i l l  do not 
know me,  Phi l ip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.  How can you 
say,  ‘Show us the Father ’ ?  Do you not bel ieve that  I  am in the Father and 
the Father is  in me? The words that I  say to you I  do not speak on my 
own authority,  but the Father who dwells in me does His works.  Bel ieve 
me that I  am in the Father and the Father is in me,  or  e lse bel ieve on 
account of  the works themselves.  John 14:8-11.
  
I f  Jesus needed to abide,  i t  is  c lear  that  we need to a lso!

What truths about God are highl ighted in the scr iptures above?  L ist  as 
many as you can.

INVITATION TO REMARKABLE AND ABUNDANT JOY

Good news!   Hear God’s promise from John 15.   Please don’t  sk im,  absorb 
God’s invitat ion to you.

“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.  As the Father has loved me,  so 
have I  loved you.  Abide in my love.  I f  you keep my commandments,  you 
wi l l  abide in my love,  just  as I  have kept my Father 's  commandments and 
abide in his  love.  These things I  have spoken to you, that my joy may be 
in you, and that your joy may be ful l .”

Romans 12:2 
“Do not conform to the pattern of  th is  world but be transformed by the 
renewing of  your mind.  Then you wi l l  be able to test  and approve what 
God’s wi l l  is—his good,  pleasing and per fect  wi l l .”

Anne’s Stor y:
“ I  c lear ly  remember the bubbl ing-over joy I  exper ienced the day I  was 
prompted by the Lord’s Prayer to be forgiven and then to forgive.   I  wrote 
out ever y person I  could think of  to forgive;  and Chr ist  gave me His 
forgiveness to extend to them. My joy was ful l .  I  sk ipped around al l  
afternoon.”

In what ways do you exper ience the Lord’s joy?

 

How are those exper iences connected to abiding in Jesus?

What is  h inder ing you from receiv ing the Lord’s fu l l  joy?

Frank’s Stor y:
“ In my morning quiet  t ime,  I  pray that  I  wi l l  abide in Jesus that  day.  I  
v isual ize Him holding me in His arms.  I f  Jesus is  holding me c lose then I  
wi l l  be where I  am supposed to be,  doing what He wants me to do,  and 
doing i t  His way.  The Holy Spir i t  is  guiding me,  teaching me,  protect ing 
me and discipl in ing me.  

Dur ing the day when I  remember to intent ional ly  ask Jesus to hold onto me 
and lead me,  the di f ferent chores of  the day,  which may not have been 
scheduled,  seem to fa l l  into place in order ly fashion.  I  get  more 
accompl ished and best  of  a l l ,  I  receive the Lord’s joy and don’t  feel  stress 
as I  go through the day.”

Please write below what you are feel ing as a transparent prayer to God.   
He loves to hear your honest praise,  lament ,  f rustrat ions and requests.

Write-out below John 15:11,  “These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my 
joy may be in you,  and that  your joy may be ful l .”

  

Pray and ask Him to show you His love for  you.  Ask Him to show you what 
is  h inder ing your abiding.   Jesus loves you more than you can comprehend.   
Ask Him to help you receive His love.

Let’s  receive this  remarkable l i fe  where Chr ist ’s  love flows through us by 
His Spir i t  in  order to love others and bear eternal  spir i tual  f ru i t .   His joy is  
in us and is  fu l l !

May God bless you as you abide in Him!
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Before we answer the quest ion,  let ’s  be reminded of  our posit ion.

Before the Throne of  God By Char i t ie  Lees Bancroft  (1841-1892)

“Before the throne of  God above,  I  have a strong and per fect  plea,  a  great  
High Pr iest  whose name is  “Love,”  who ever l ives and pleads for  me.   My 
name is  graven on His hands,  my name is  writ ten on His hear t ;  I  know that  
whi le in heaven He stands no tongue can bid me thence depar t .
  
When Satan temps me to despair,  and te l ls  me of  the gui l t  within,  upward 
I  look and see Him there who made an end to a l l  my s in .   Because the 
s in less savior  died,  my s inful  soul  is  counted free;  for  God,  the just ,  is  
sat isfied to look on Him and pardon me.

Behold Him there!  The r isen Lamb, my per fect ,  spot less Righteousness,  
the great  unchangeable I  AM, the King of  glor y and of  grace!   One with 
Himself  I  cannot die,  my soul is  purchased by His blood; my l i fe is  hid 
with Christ on high,  with Christ ,  my savior and my God.”

Abiding invites us to give up our fa lse sense of  independence and 
self-sufficiency.  Stop tr y ing to be k ing.  Accept His invitat ion into His 
kingdom IN Him – loving,  rest ing,  remaining,  obeying and bear ing frui t .

Abiding is  act ive.   Because we can’t  ser ve two masters,  we must stop 
running around ser ving ourselves.  Recogniz ing that  we are incapable of  
being a r ighteous and wise lord,  let ’s  give up our feeble k ingdom for  His 
per fect  Kingdom. In humil i ty  and grat i tude,  let ’s  accept his  unbel ievable 
invitat ion to be in cont inual  IN t imacy with Him – the per fect  and eternal  
King.

In this  abiding re lat ionship,  we rest  in Him, l isten to Him, and through His 
power,  we obey His Word for  His glor y,  our  good,  and the good of  others.

WE ARE DEPENDENT

John the Bapt ist  said,  “A man can receive only what is  given him from 
heaven.”  John 3:27

The Apost le Paul  wrote,  “For by Him (Jesus)  a l l  th ings were created,  in  
heaven and on ear th,  v is ib le and invis ible ,  whether thrones or  dominions 
or  ru lers or  author i t ies—al l  th ings were created through Him and for  Him. 
And He is  before a l l  th ings,  and in Him al l  things hold together.”  
Colossians 1:16-17

Jesus said,  “Apar t  f rom me,  you can do nothing.”  John 15:5

Paul  Mi l ler  wrote:  “ I f  you are not  praying,  then you are quiet ly  confident 
that  t ime,  money,  and ta lent  are a l l  you need in l i fe .  You' l l  a lways be a 
l i t t le  too t i red,  a l i t t le  too busy.  But ,  i f  l ike Jesus you real ize you can't  do 
l i fe  on your own,  then no matter  how busy,  no matter  how t i red you are,  
you wi l l  find the t ime to pray.”

Have you come to the point  in your l i fe  where you know you are truly 
dependent on God?

If  not ,  wri te out  a prayer of  confession for  the t imes when you are 
depending on yourself.   Accept His invitat ion to be your King.

IN HUMILITY WE YIELD OUR KINGDOM

Abiding in Chr ist  is  s imply humbl ing oneself  to be empowered by Jesus 
and staying there.  This is  the first  step to posit ion our hear ts and minds to 
al low Him IN us and us IN Him.

Jesus star ts his  sermon on the mount with,  “Blessed are the poor in spir i t ,  
for  theirs  is  the k ingdom of  heaven.”  Matthew 5:3.  Jesus is  teaching us 
that  the s imple act  of  humbl ing ourselves wi l l  posit ion us to receive Him 
and His Kingdom.

Many Chr ist ians understand the extent to which Jesus has c la imed their  
l i fe .  Paul  wri tes “ I  have been crucified with Chr ist .  I t  is  no longer I  who 
l ive,  but  Chr ist  who l ives in me.  And the l i fe  I  now l ive in the flesh I  l ive by 
fa i th in the Son of  God,  who loved me and gave Himself  for  me.”  (Galat ians 
2:20) We know this  is  our spir i tual  status,  yet  we struggle to consistent ly  
l ive-out ,  “ I  no longer l ive,  Chr ist  l ives in me”.   We struggle because our “ I”  
wants to be k ing.   We think we are sufficient  without Him.

Jesus said in prayer to the Father,  “Not my wi l l  but  yours be done,”  and 
“Your k ingdom come on ear th as i t  is  in  heaven.”   Oh God,  help us!   Our 
k ingdoms are pathet ic  –  Yours is  per fect  and forever.

Please pray this  prayer with us again.   Feel  f ree to modify i t  to make i t  
yours:  personal  and transparent .

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing of  a broken 
k ingdom. I  accept your invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you 
want to give.   Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your 
wi l l .   In  Jesus’  Name.  Amen.”

What is  keeping you from a deeper y ie lding to Chr ist?

Please write your prayer to God to help you to be wil l ing  to ident i fy  and 
remove any barr iers that  hinder your fu l l  submission to His Kingdom.  He 
loves when we give our wi l l  to Him. He is  k ind,  gent le ,  and gracious with 
our submission.  

Now, we are in a posit ion to abide…

REST IN HIS LOVE

Jesus said,  “Behold,  I  stand at  the door and knock .  I f  anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door,  I  wi l l  come in to him  and eat  with him,  and he 
with me.”  Revelat ion 3:20

Jesus said,  “Come to me,  a l l  who labor and are heavy laden,  and I  wi l l  g ive 
you rest .  Take my yoke upon you,  and learn from me,  for  I  am gent le and 
lowly in hear t ,  and you wi l l  find rest  for  your souls.  For  my yoke is  easy,  
and my burden is  l ight .”  Matthew 11:28

Rest for  our souls !   Is  that  not  our deep common need?

Notice that  at tached to God’s promise of  rest ,  there is  only the condit ion 
of  y ie lding to His direct ion and teaching.   He assures us that  He is  gent le 
and humble.   To trumpet the promise,  He says a second t ime that  He wi l l  
g ive us rest .

Someone from a crowd asked Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the 
works of  God?” Jesus answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you 
bel ieve in Him whom he has sent .”  John 6:28-29

Our first  and dai ly  repeated “work” to abide in Chr ist  is  bel ieving that  God 
sent Jesus to remove us from the dominion of  Satan and establ ish us in his  
per fect  and loving Kingdom – IN Him.

What phrase or  thought from above stands out to you?

Write your abiding prayer of  rest ing in Chr ist .   Ask Him to guide you to 
“work” first  in bel ieving that  He is  what He says He is .

REMAIN IN HIS LOVE, LISTEN TO HIM, OBEY HIS DIRECTION

As we stay in His easy yoke,  the gent le creator  of  the universe guides us 
to work in His wi l l .   The yoke is  only di fficult  when we resist  i t .   His yoke 
is  easy because He is  the King – He does not need our physical  or  mental  
power to accompl ish His wi l l .   He is  lovingly invit ing us to par t ic ipate with 
Him.  We pray that  you hear that  truth:  The Creator  and Sustainer  of  the 
universe is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate in His holy and loving pursuits !

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Thess 5:16

“God is  able to make al l  grace abound to you,  so that  having al l  sufficiency 
in  a l l  th ings at  a l l  t imes,  you may abound in ever y good work .” ’  
2Cor inthians 9:8

BEARING FRUIT

Jesus said,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever 
you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  
you bear much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.”

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:  
“As I  entered the hal lway to pick up my boys from school ,  there was the 
woman:  big,  ta l l  and loud.   I  was glad that  I  was near the back of  the l ine 
and not next  to her.   For  the har vest  par ty,  she brought in big 
poster-board witches.  I  hate witches.  I  steered c lear  of  her  most days.

One morning,  dur ing my prayer t ime,  I  was asking God who He wanted me 
to love that  day.   Her face came quickly to mind.  Hmm…  “Real ly  God?”  I  
let  i t  s ink in .   And then I  asked,  “How?”  I  fe l t  l ike God told me to buy her 
long-johns.   

“Nope.”  This is  my usual  response to some of  th ings He asks me to do.  But ,  
t ime and again,  what He asks,  He suppl ies.  He often asks me to forgive 
people that  I  have no forgiveness toward.   When I  do what He asks,  His 
forgiveness flows through me,  my bit terness l i fts  and is  replaced with joy.   
So,  with trepidat ion,  I  said “yes” to this  crazy long-johns scheme.

I  thought ,  “OK God,  i f  you want me to buy her long-johns.   I  guess that  is  
what I  wi l l  do.”   I  fe l t  l ike I  should buy nice ones so I  headed out to REI .   
When I  arr ived at  the store there was a big rounder of  choices.   Because 
th is  woman is  fu l l-figured,  I  d idn’t  want to offend her by buying a s ize too 
big or  too smal l .   I  asked God to show me.   I  kept looking,  asking Him to 
show me the pair.   When I  saw the XL purple Patagonia long- johns,  I  just  
knew they were the r ight  choice.

I t  was Chr istmas season.   Since I  love al l  th ings wrapped,  I  took some t ime 
to make the gi ft  look specia l ,  maybe then she wouldn’t  th ink I  was crazy.   
When I  saw her at  school ,  I  awkwardly handed her the gi ft  and told her 
that  God wanted me to give her this .   She looked puzzled.

As she opened the gi ft ,  her  countenance softened.  This strong,  hard 
woman explained that  she had been working nights on the cold winter  
runway for  FedEx.   She had been freezing.   And through tears,  she smi led 
and said,  “Purple is  my favor i te color !”

Lesl ie  and this  woman now know that God loves us specifical ly  and 
indiv idual ly.  They wi l l  never forget .  This message of  t ruth to them is  the 
frui t  of  a woman abiding in His love,  l istening and obeying.   Praise God!  

He cares for  those who are hur t ing and cold.   He is  invit ing us to come IN 
HIM to do the same!

As you abide and pray,  is  God repeat ing messages or  commands for  you 
to do something specific?  I f  so,  what?

I f  not ,  pray that  God wi l l  help you hear his  direct ion.   One star t ing point  is  
asking Him whom he wants you to love today.  Abide In Him, y ie ld your 
k ingdom to His,  rest  and ask .



Let’s  star t  by reminding ourselves who i t  is  we are cal led to abide in .  

King David wrote in Psalm 8:

“O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!   You have set  
your glor y above the heavens.   Out of  the mouth of  babies and infants,  you 
have establ ished strength because of  your foes,  to st i l l  the enemy and the 
avenger.

When I  look at  your heavens,  the work of  your fingers,  the moon and the 
stars,  which you have set  in place,  what is  man that  you are mindful  of  
h im,  and the son of  man that  you care for  h im?

Yet you have made him a l i t t le  lower than the heavenly beings and 
crowned him with glor y and honor.   You have given him dominion over the 
works of  your hands;  you have put a l l  th ings under his  feet ,  a l l  sheep and 
oxen,  and also the beasts of  the field,  the birds of  the heavens,  and the 
fish of  the sea,  whatever passes along the paths of  the seas.

O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!”

Our Lord has put us in posit ion to have a remarkable l i fe  as we are in 
fe l lowship with Him.  Is  your re lat ionship with Chr ist  remarkable,  
extraordinar y,  except ional ,  amazing!?  Many Chr ist ians desire to 
wholehear tedly say,  “Yes!”  But often,  we quiet ly  mumble,  “No.”

There is  no desire to offend anyone with this  quest ion.   The hope is  to 
awaken us Chr ist ians from sleep-walking through rout ines and 
unremarkable Chr ist ian motions.   The Creator  of  a l l  th ings is  invit ing us 
into a REMARKABLE l i fe .   Let’s  expect  the Holy Spir i t  to give us a 
br ightness and vibrancy as we abide in Jesus.

Stop for  a second.   I f  you are ready,  wri te a prayer to God that  you are 
opening yourself  to the remarkable l i fe  –  HIM.  He loves that .

OUR SITUATION

When some of  you first  responded to Chr ist ’s  cal l ,  you exper ienced the 
miracle of  God awakening you as you obeyed his  first  command to come to 
Him.  Your l ives blossomed as you freshly exper ienced his  grace and truth.   
Many of  you have been miraculously changed as the Holy Spir i t ’s  power 
removed you from terr ib le s i tuat ions whi le forgiv ing you of  terr ib le s ins.  
Some of  you had less obvious s ins;  yet ,  God made you aware of  your 
disobedience,  str iv ing to create your own kingdoms.   You too exper ienced 
the salvat ion of  our Savior.  Even though we have al l  come from dif ferent 
categor ies of  s in and brokenness,  none of  us have regretted coming to 
Him. 

And,  s ince then,  you have had disappointments.   You have had seasons of  
increased s in ,  joylessness,  and feeble connect ions with your Savior.   
Why?  Because you wandered from Him.  Jesus commands that ,  not  only 
must you come to Him, you must stay in Him.   Please do not miss the 
intent ional  use of  the word “must .”   Even though Jesus Chr ist  is  the 
creator,  sustainer,  and redeemer of  the UNIVERSE,  whi le He was in human 
flesh,  He needed to abide IN the Father.   L ikewise,  to receive the 
remarkable l i fe  that  is  of fered to you,  you must abide in Jesus.   

What is  your response when you read that  your t imes of  spir i tual  dr yness 
and disconnect ion are because you wandered away from Him?

Do you agree or  do you think i t  is  caused by something else?  What is  the 
something else?

JESUS AS A MAN NEEDED TO ABIDE ALSO

Isn’ t  i t  stunning that  the creator  of  the universe needed to abide with the 
Father through prayer? 

“And r is ing ver y ear ly  in the morning,  whi le i t  was st i l l  dark ,  Jesus 
depar ted and went out  to a desolate place,  and there he prayed.”  
Mark 1:35.

In  the garden of  Gethsemane,  hours before Jesus’  crucifixion:  “And going 
a l i t t le  far ther Jesus fe l l  on his  face and prayed,  saying,  “My Father,  i f  i t  be 
possible ,  let  th is  cup pass from me;  never theless,  not  as I  wi l l ,  but  as you 
wi l l .”  Matthew 26:39

Jesus said to Phi l l ip,  “Have I  been with you so long,  and you st i l l  do not 
know me,  Phi l ip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.  How can you 
say,  ‘Show us the Father ’ ?  Do you not bel ieve that  I  am in the Father and 
the Father is  in me? The words that I  say to you I  do not speak on my 
own authority,  but the Father who dwells in me does His works.  Bel ieve 
me that I  am in the Father and the Father is in me,  or  e lse bel ieve on 
account of  the works themselves.  John 14:8-11.
  
I f  Jesus needed to abide,  i t  is  c lear  that  we need to a lso!

What truths about God are highl ighted in the scr iptures above?  L ist  as 
many as you can.

INVITATION TO REMARKABLE AND ABUNDANT JOY

Good news!   Hear God’s promise from John 15.   Please don’t  sk im,  absorb 
God’s invitat ion to you.

“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.  As the Father has loved me,  so 
have I  loved you.  Abide in my love.  I f  you keep my commandments,  you 
wi l l  abide in my love,  just  as I  have kept my Father 's  commandments and 
abide in his  love.  These things I  have spoken to you, that my joy may be 
in you, and that your joy may be ful l .”

Romans 12:2 
“Do not conform to the pattern of  th is  world but be transformed by the 
renewing of  your mind.  Then you wi l l  be able to test  and approve what 
God’s wi l l  is—his good,  pleasing and per fect  wi l l .”

Anne’s Stor y:
“ I  c lear ly  remember the bubbl ing-over joy I  exper ienced the day I  was 
prompted by the Lord’s Prayer to be forgiven and then to forgive.   I  wrote 
out ever y person I  could think of  to forgive;  and Chr ist  gave me His 
forgiveness to extend to them. My joy was ful l .  I  sk ipped around al l  
afternoon.”

In what ways do you exper ience the Lord’s joy?

 

How are those exper iences connected to abiding in Jesus?

What is  h inder ing you from receiv ing the Lord’s fu l l  joy?

Frank’s Stor y:
“ In my morning quiet  t ime,  I  pray that  I  wi l l  abide in Jesus that  day.  I  
v isual ize Him holding me in His arms.  I f  Jesus is  holding me c lose then I  
wi l l  be where I  am supposed to be,  doing what He wants me to do,  and 
doing i t  His way.  The Holy Spir i t  is  guiding me,  teaching me,  protect ing 
me and discipl in ing me.  

Dur ing the day when I  remember to intent ional ly  ask Jesus to hold onto me 
and lead me,  the di f ferent chores of  the day,  which may not have been 
scheduled,  seem to fa l l  into place in order ly fashion.  I  get  more 
accompl ished and best  of  a l l ,  I  receive the Lord’s joy and don’t  feel  stress 
as I  go through the day.”

Please write below what you are feel ing as a transparent prayer to God.   
He loves to hear your honest praise,  lament ,  f rustrat ions and requests.

Write-out below John 15:11,  “These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my 
joy may be in you,  and that  your joy may be ful l .”

  

Pray and ask Him to show you His love for  you.  Ask Him to show you what 
is  h inder ing your abiding.   Jesus loves you more than you can comprehend.   
Ask Him to help you receive His love.

Let’s  receive this  remarkable l i fe  where Chr ist ’s  love flows through us by 
His Spir i t  in  order to love others and bear eternal  spir i tual  f ru i t .   His joy is  
in us and is  fu l l !

May God bless you as you abide in Him!
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Before we answer the quest ion,  let ’s  be reminded of  our posit ion.

Before the Throne of  God By Char i t ie  Lees Bancroft  (1841-1892)

“Before the throne of  God above,  I  have a strong and per fect  plea,  a  great  
High Pr iest  whose name is  “Love,”  who ever l ives and pleads for  me.   My 
name is  graven on His hands,  my name is  writ ten on His hear t ;  I  know that  
whi le in heaven He stands no tongue can bid me thence depar t .
  
When Satan temps me to despair,  and te l ls  me of  the gui l t  within,  upward 
I  look and see Him there who made an end to a l l  my s in .   Because the 
s in less savior  died,  my s inful  soul  is  counted free;  for  God,  the just ,  is  
sat isfied to look on Him and pardon me.

Behold Him there!  The r isen Lamb, my per fect ,  spot less Righteousness,  
the great  unchangeable I  AM, the King of  glor y and of  grace!   One with 
Himself  I  cannot die,  my soul is  purchased by His blood; my l i fe is  hid 
with Christ on high,  with Christ ,  my savior and my God.”

Abiding invites us to give up our fa lse sense of  independence and 
self-sufficiency.  Stop tr y ing to be k ing.  Accept His invitat ion into His 
kingdom IN Him – loving,  rest ing,  remaining,  obeying and bear ing frui t .

Abiding is  act ive.   Because we can’t  ser ve two masters,  we must stop 
running around ser ving ourselves.  Recogniz ing that  we are incapable of  
being a r ighteous and wise lord,  let ’s  give up our feeble k ingdom for  His 
per fect  Kingdom. In humil i ty  and grat i tude,  let ’s  accept his  unbel ievable 
invitat ion to be in cont inual  IN t imacy with Him – the per fect  and eternal  
King.

In this  abiding re lat ionship,  we rest  in Him, l isten to Him, and through His 
power,  we obey His Word for  His glor y,  our  good,  and the good of  others.

WE ARE DEPENDENT

John the Bapt ist  said,  “A man can receive only what is  given him from 
heaven.”  John 3:27

The Apost le Paul  wrote,  “For by Him (Jesus)  a l l  th ings were created,  in  
heaven and on ear th,  v is ib le and invis ible ,  whether thrones or  dominions 
or  ru lers or  author i t ies—al l  th ings were created through Him and for  Him. 
And He is  before a l l  th ings,  and in Him al l  things hold together.”  
Colossians 1:16-17

Jesus said,  “Apar t  f rom me,  you can do nothing.”  John 15:5

Paul  Mi l ler  wrote:  “ I f  you are not  praying,  then you are quiet ly  confident 
that  t ime,  money,  and ta lent  are a l l  you need in l i fe .  You' l l  a lways be a 
l i t t le  too t i red,  a l i t t le  too busy.  But ,  i f  l ike Jesus you real ize you can't  do 
l i fe  on your own,  then no matter  how busy,  no matter  how t i red you are,  
you wi l l  find the t ime to pray.”

Have you come to the point  in your l i fe  where you know you are truly 
dependent on God?

If  not ,  wri te out  a prayer of  confession for  the t imes when you are 
depending on yourself.   Accept His invitat ion to be your King.

IN HUMILITY WE YIELD OUR KINGDOM

Abiding in Chr ist  is  s imply humbl ing oneself  to be empowered by Jesus 
and staying there.  This is  the first  step to posit ion our hear ts and minds to 
al low Him IN us and us IN Him.

Jesus star ts his  sermon on the mount with,  “Blessed are the poor in spir i t ,  
for  theirs  is  the k ingdom of  heaven.”  Matthew 5:3.  Jesus is  teaching us 
that  the s imple act  of  humbl ing ourselves wi l l  posit ion us to receive Him 
and His Kingdom.

Many Chr ist ians understand the extent to which Jesus has c la imed their  
l i fe .  Paul  wri tes “ I  have been crucified with Chr ist .  I t  is  no longer I  who 
l ive,  but  Chr ist  who l ives in me.  And the l i fe  I  now l ive in the flesh I  l ive by 
fa i th in the Son of  God,  who loved me and gave Himself  for  me.”  (Galat ians 
2:20) We know this  is  our spir i tual  status,  yet  we struggle to consistent ly  
l ive-out ,  “ I  no longer l ive,  Chr ist  l ives in me”.   We struggle because our “ I”  
wants to be k ing.   We think we are sufficient  without Him.

Jesus said in prayer to the Father,  “Not my wi l l  but  yours be done,”  and 
“Your k ingdom come on ear th as i t  is  in  heaven.”   Oh God,  help us!   Our 
k ingdoms are pathet ic  –  Yours is  per fect  and forever.

Please pray this  prayer with us again.   Feel  f ree to modify i t  to make i t  
yours:  personal  and transparent .

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing of  a broken 
k ingdom. I  accept your invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you 
want to give.   Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your 
wi l l .   In  Jesus’  Name.  Amen.”

What is  keeping you from a deeper y ie lding to Chr ist?

Please write your prayer to God to help you to be wil l ing  to ident i fy  and 
remove any barr iers that  hinder your fu l l  submission to His Kingdom.  He 
loves when we give our wi l l  to Him. He is  k ind,  gent le ,  and gracious with 
our submission.  

Now, we are in a posit ion to abide…

REST IN HIS LOVE

Jesus said,  “Behold,  I  stand at  the door and knock .  I f  anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door,  I  wi l l  come in to him  and eat  with him,  and he 
with me.”  Revelat ion 3:20

Jesus said,  “Come to me,  a l l  who labor and are heavy laden,  and I  wi l l  g ive 
you rest .  Take my yoke upon you,  and learn from me,  for  I  am gent le and 
lowly in hear t ,  and you wi l l  find rest  for  your souls.  For  my yoke is  easy,  
and my burden is  l ight .”  Matthew 11:28

Rest for  our souls !   Is  that  not  our deep common need?

Notice that  at tached to God’s promise of  rest ,  there is  only the condit ion 
of  y ie lding to His direct ion and teaching.   He assures us that  He is  gent le 
and humble.   To trumpet the promise,  He says a second t ime that  He wi l l  
g ive us rest .

Someone from a crowd asked Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the 
works of  God?” Jesus answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you 
bel ieve in Him whom he has sent .”  John 6:28-29

Our first  and dai ly  repeated “work” to abide in Chr ist  is  bel ieving that  God 
sent Jesus to remove us from the dominion of  Satan and establ ish us in his  
per fect  and loving Kingdom – IN Him.

What phrase or  thought from above stands out to you?

Write your abiding prayer of  rest ing in Chr ist .   Ask Him to guide you to 
“work” first  in bel ieving that  He is  what He says He is .

REMAIN IN HIS LOVE, LISTEN TO HIM, OBEY HIS DIRECTION

As we stay in His easy yoke,  the gent le creator  of  the universe guides us 
to work in His wi l l .   The yoke is  only di fficult  when we resist  i t .   His yoke 
is  easy because He is  the King – He does not need our physical  or  mental  
power to accompl ish His wi l l .   He is  lovingly invit ing us to par t ic ipate with 
Him.  We pray that  you hear that  truth:  The Creator  and Sustainer  of  the 
universe is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate in His holy and loving pursuits !

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Thess 5:16

“God is  able to make al l  grace abound to you,  so that  having al l  sufficiency 
in  a l l  th ings at  a l l  t imes,  you may abound in ever y good work .” ’  
2Cor inthians 9:8

BEARING FRUIT

Jesus said,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever 
you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  
you bear much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.”

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:  
“As I  entered the hal lway to pick up my boys from school ,  there was the 
woman:  big,  ta l l  and loud.   I  was glad that  I  was near the back of  the l ine 
and not next  to her.   For  the har vest  par ty,  she brought in big 
poster-board witches.  I  hate witches.  I  steered c lear  of  her  most days.

One morning,  dur ing my prayer t ime,  I  was asking God who He wanted me 
to love that  day.   Her face came quickly to mind.  Hmm…  “Real ly  God?”  I  
let  i t  s ink in .   And then I  asked,  “How?”  I  fe l t  l ike God told me to buy her 
long-johns.   

“Nope.”  This is  my usual  response to some of  th ings He asks me to do.  But ,  
t ime and again,  what He asks,  He suppl ies.  He often asks me to forgive 
people that  I  have no forgiveness toward.   When I  do what He asks,  His 
forgiveness flows through me,  my bit terness l i fts  and is  replaced with joy.   
So,  with trepidat ion,  I  said “yes” to this  crazy long-johns scheme.

I  thought ,  “OK God,  i f  you want me to buy her long-johns.   I  guess that  is  
what I  wi l l  do.”   I  fe l t  l ike I  should buy nice ones so I  headed out to REI .   
When I  arr ived at  the store there was a big rounder of  choices.   Because 
th is  woman is  fu l l-figured,  I  d idn’t  want to offend her by buying a s ize too 
big or  too smal l .   I  asked God to show me.   I  kept looking,  asking Him to 
show me the pair.   When I  saw the XL purple Patagonia long- johns,  I  just  
knew they were the r ight  choice.

I t  was Chr istmas season.   Since I  love al l  th ings wrapped,  I  took some t ime 
to make the gi ft  look specia l ,  maybe then she wouldn’t  th ink I  was crazy.   
When I  saw her at  school ,  I  awkwardly handed her the gi ft  and told her 
that  God wanted me to give her this .   She looked puzzled.

As she opened the gi ft ,  her  countenance softened.  This strong,  hard 
woman explained that  she had been working nights on the cold winter  
runway for  FedEx.   She had been freezing.   And through tears,  she smi led 
and said,  “Purple is  my favor i te color !”

Lesl ie  and this  woman now know that God loves us specifical ly  and 
indiv idual ly.  They wi l l  never forget .  This message of  t ruth to them is  the 
frui t  of  a woman abiding in His love,  l istening and obeying.   Praise God!  

He cares for  those who are hur t ing and cold.   He is  invit ing us to come IN 
HIM to do the same!

As you abide and pray,  is  God repeat ing messages or  commands for  you 
to do something specific?  I f  so,  what?

I f  not ,  pray that  God wi l l  help you hear his  direct ion.   One star t ing point  is  
asking Him whom he wants you to love today.  Abide In Him, y ie ld your 
k ingdom to His,  rest  and ask .



Let’s  star t  by reminding ourselves who i t  is  we are cal led to abide in .  

King David wrote in Psalm 8:

“O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!   You have set  
your glor y above the heavens.   Out of  the mouth of  babies and infants,  you 
have establ ished strength because of  your foes,  to st i l l  the enemy and the 
avenger.

When I  look at  your heavens,  the work of  your fingers,  the moon and the 
stars,  which you have set  in place,  what is  man that  you are mindful  of  
h im,  and the son of  man that  you care for  h im?

Yet you have made him a l i t t le  lower than the heavenly beings and 
crowned him with glor y and honor.   You have given him dominion over the 
works of  your hands;  you have put a l l  th ings under his  feet ,  a l l  sheep and 
oxen,  and also the beasts of  the field,  the birds of  the heavens,  and the 
fish of  the sea,  whatever passes along the paths of  the seas.

O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!”

Our Lord has put us in posit ion to have a remarkable l i fe  as we are in 
fe l lowship with Him.  Is  your re lat ionship with Chr ist  remarkable,  
extraordinar y,  except ional ,  amazing!?  Many Chr ist ians desire to 
wholehear tedly say,  “Yes!”  But often,  we quiet ly  mumble,  “No.”

There is  no desire to offend anyone with this  quest ion.   The hope is  to 
awaken us Chr ist ians from sleep-walking through rout ines and 
unremarkable Chr ist ian motions.   The Creator  of  a l l  th ings is  invit ing us 
into a REMARKABLE l i fe .   Let’s  expect  the Holy Spir i t  to give us a 
br ightness and vibrancy as we abide in Jesus.

Stop for  a second.   I f  you are ready,  wri te a prayer to God that  you are 
opening yourself  to the remarkable l i fe  –  HIM.  He loves that .

OUR SITUATION

When some of  you first  responded to Chr ist ’s  cal l ,  you exper ienced the 
miracle of  God awakening you as you obeyed his  first  command to come to 
Him.  Your l ives blossomed as you freshly exper ienced his  grace and truth.   
Many of  you have been miraculously changed as the Holy Spir i t ’s  power 
removed you from terr ib le s i tuat ions whi le forgiv ing you of  terr ib le s ins.  
Some of  you had less obvious s ins;  yet ,  God made you aware of  your 
disobedience,  str iv ing to create your own kingdoms.   You too exper ienced 
the salvat ion of  our Savior.  Even though we have al l  come from dif ferent 
categor ies of  s in and brokenness,  none of  us have regretted coming to 
Him. 

And,  s ince then,  you have had disappointments.   You have had seasons of  
increased s in ,  joylessness,  and feeble connect ions with your Savior.   
Why?  Because you wandered from Him.  Jesus commands that ,  not  only 
must you come to Him, you must stay in Him.   Please do not miss the 
intent ional  use of  the word “must .”   Even though Jesus Chr ist  is  the 
creator,  sustainer,  and redeemer of  the UNIVERSE,  whi le He was in human 
flesh,  He needed to abide IN the Father.   L ikewise,  to receive the 
remarkable l i fe  that  is  of fered to you,  you must abide in Jesus.   

What is  your response when you read that  your t imes of  spir i tual  dr yness 
and disconnect ion are because you wandered away from Him?

Do you agree or  do you think i t  is  caused by something else?  What is  the 
something else?

JESUS AS A MAN NEEDED TO ABIDE ALSO

Isn’ t  i t  stunning that  the creator  of  the universe needed to abide with the 
Father through prayer? 

“And r is ing ver y ear ly  in the morning,  whi le i t  was st i l l  dark ,  Jesus 
depar ted and went out  to a desolate place,  and there he prayed.”  
Mark 1:35.

In  the garden of  Gethsemane,  hours before Jesus’  crucifixion:  “And going 
a l i t t le  far ther Jesus fe l l  on his  face and prayed,  saying,  “My Father,  i f  i t  be 
possible ,  let  th is  cup pass from me;  never theless,  not  as I  wi l l ,  but  as you 
wi l l .”  Matthew 26:39

Jesus said to Phi l l ip,  “Have I  been with you so long,  and you st i l l  do not 
know me,  Phi l ip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.  How can you 
say,  ‘Show us the Father ’ ?  Do you not bel ieve that  I  am in the Father and 
the Father is  in me? The words that I  say to you I  do not speak on my 
own authority,  but the Father who dwells in me does His works.  Bel ieve 
me that I  am in the Father and the Father is in me,  or  e lse bel ieve on 
account of  the works themselves.  John 14:8-11.
  
I f  Jesus needed to abide,  i t  is  c lear  that  we need to a lso!

What truths about God are highl ighted in the scr iptures above?  L ist  as 
many as you can.

INVITATION TO REMARKABLE AND ABUNDANT JOY

Good news!   Hear God’s promise from John 15.   Please don’t  sk im,  absorb 
God’s invitat ion to you.

“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.  As the Father has loved me,  so 
have I  loved you.  Abide in my love.  I f  you keep my commandments,  you 
wi l l  abide in my love,  just  as I  have kept my Father 's  commandments and 
abide in his  love.  These things I  have spoken to you, that my joy may be 
in you, and that your joy may be ful l .”

Romans 12:2 
“Do not conform to the pattern of  th is  world but be transformed by the 
renewing of  your mind.  Then you wi l l  be able to test  and approve what 
God’s wi l l  is—his good,  pleasing and per fect  wi l l .”

Anne’s Stor y:
“ I  c lear ly  remember the bubbl ing-over joy I  exper ienced the day I  was 
prompted by the Lord’s Prayer to be forgiven and then to forgive.   I  wrote 
out ever y person I  could think of  to forgive;  and Chr ist  gave me His 
forgiveness to extend to them. My joy was ful l .  I  sk ipped around al l  
afternoon.”

In what ways do you exper ience the Lord’s joy?

 

How are those exper iences connected to abiding in Jesus?

What is  h inder ing you from receiv ing the Lord’s fu l l  joy?

Frank’s Stor y:
“ In my morning quiet  t ime,  I  pray that  I  wi l l  abide in Jesus that  day.  I  
v isual ize Him holding me in His arms.  I f  Jesus is  holding me c lose then I  
wi l l  be where I  am supposed to be,  doing what He wants me to do,  and 
doing i t  His way.  The Holy Spir i t  is  guiding me,  teaching me,  protect ing 
me and discipl in ing me.  

Dur ing the day when I  remember to intent ional ly  ask Jesus to hold onto me 
and lead me,  the di f ferent chores of  the day,  which may not have been 
scheduled,  seem to fa l l  into place in order ly fashion.  I  get  more 
accompl ished and best  of  a l l ,  I  receive the Lord’s joy and don’t  feel  stress 
as I  go through the day.”

Please write below what you are feel ing as a transparent prayer to God.   
He loves to hear your honest praise,  lament ,  f rustrat ions and requests.

Write-out below John 15:11,  “These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my 
joy may be in you,  and that  your joy may be ful l .”

  

Pray and ask Him to show you His love for  you.  Ask Him to show you what 
is  h inder ing your abiding.   Jesus loves you more than you can comprehend.   
Ask Him to help you receive His love.

Let’s  receive this  remarkable l i fe  where Chr ist ’s  love flows through us by 
His Spir i t  in  order to love others and bear eternal  spir i tual  f ru i t .   His joy is  
in us and is  fu l l !

May God bless you as you abide in Him!

CHAPTER THREE:

HOW DO WE ABIDE?

how
/hou/

adverb
in what way or manner; by 
what means.
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Before we answer the quest ion,  let ’s  be reminded of  our posit ion.

Before the Throne of  God By Char i t ie  Lees Bancroft  (1841-1892)

“Before the throne of  God above,  I  have a strong and per fect  plea,  a  great  
High Pr iest  whose name is  “Love,”  who ever l ives and pleads for  me.   My 
name is  graven on His hands,  my name is  writ ten on His hear t ;  I  know that  
whi le in heaven He stands no tongue can bid me thence depar t .
  
When Satan temps me to despair,  and te l ls  me of  the gui l t  within,  upward 
I  look and see Him there who made an end to a l l  my s in .   Because the 
s in less savior  died,  my s inful  soul  is  counted free;  for  God,  the just ,  is  
sat isfied to look on Him and pardon me.

Behold Him there!  The r isen Lamb, my per fect ,  spot less Righteousness,  
the great  unchangeable I  AM, the King of  glor y and of  grace!   One with 
Himself  I  cannot die,  my soul is  purchased by His blood; my l i fe is  hid 
with Christ on high,  with Christ ,  my savior and my God.”

Abiding invites us to give up our fa lse sense of  independence and 
self-sufficiency.  Stop tr y ing to be k ing.  Accept His invitat ion into His 
kingdom IN Him – loving,  rest ing,  remaining,  obeying and bear ing frui t .

Abiding is  act ive.   Because we can’t  ser ve two masters,  we must stop 
running around ser ving ourselves.  Recogniz ing that  we are incapable of  
being a r ighteous and wise lord,  let ’s  give up our feeble k ingdom for  His 
per fect  Kingdom. In humil i ty  and grat i tude,  let ’s  accept his  unbel ievable 
invitat ion to be in cont inual  IN t imacy with Him – the per fect  and eternal  
King.

In this  abiding re lat ionship,  we rest  in Him, l isten to Him, and through His 
power,  we obey His Word for  His glor y,  our  good,  and the good of  others.

WE ARE DEPENDENT

John the Bapt ist  said,  “A man can receive only what is  given him from 
heaven.”  John 3:27

The Apost le Paul  wrote,  “For by Him (Jesus)  a l l  th ings were created,  in  
heaven and on ear th,  v is ib le and invis ible ,  whether thrones or  dominions 
or  ru lers or  author i t ies—al l  th ings were created through Him and for  Him. 
And He is  before a l l  th ings,  and in Him al l  things hold together.”  
Colossians 1:16-17

Jesus said,  “Apar t  f rom me,  you can do nothing.”  John 15:5

Paul  Mi l ler  wrote:  “ I f  you are not  praying,  then you are quiet ly  confident 
that  t ime,  money,  and ta lent  are a l l  you need in l i fe .  You' l l  a lways be a 
l i t t le  too t i red,  a l i t t le  too busy.  But ,  i f  l ike Jesus you real ize you can't  do 
l i fe  on your own,  then no matter  how busy,  no matter  how t i red you are,  
you wi l l  find the t ime to pray.”

Have you come to the point  in your l i fe  where you know you are truly 
dependent on God?

If  not ,  wri te out  a prayer of  confession for  the t imes when you are 
depending on yourself.   Accept His invitat ion to be your King.

IN HUMILITY WE YIELD OUR KINGDOM

Abiding in Chr ist  is  s imply humbl ing oneself  to be empowered by Jesus 
and staying there.  This is  the first  step to posit ion our hear ts and minds to 
al low Him IN us and us IN Him.

Jesus star ts his  sermon on the mount with,  “Blessed are the poor in spir i t ,  
for  theirs  is  the k ingdom of  heaven.”  Matthew 5:3.  Jesus is  teaching us 
that  the s imple act  of  humbl ing ourselves wi l l  posit ion us to receive Him 
and His Kingdom.

Many Chr ist ians understand the extent to which Jesus has c la imed their  
l i fe .  Paul  wri tes “ I  have been crucified with Chr ist .  I t  is  no longer I  who 
l ive,  but  Chr ist  who l ives in me.  And the l i fe  I  now l ive in the flesh I  l ive by 
fa i th in the Son of  God,  who loved me and gave Himself  for  me.”  (Galat ians 
2:20) We know this  is  our spir i tual  status,  yet  we struggle to consistent ly  
l ive-out ,  “ I  no longer l ive,  Chr ist  l ives in me”.   We struggle because our “ I”  
wants to be k ing.   We think we are sufficient  without Him.

Jesus said in prayer to the Father,  “Not my wi l l  but  yours be done,”  and 
“Your k ingdom come on ear th as i t  is  in  heaven.”   Oh God,  help us!   Our 
k ingdoms are pathet ic  –  Yours is  per fect  and forever.

Please pray this  prayer with us again.   Feel  f ree to modify i t  to make i t  
yours:  personal  and transparent .

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing of  a broken 
k ingdom. I  accept your invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you 
want to give.   Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your 
wi l l .   In  Jesus’  Name.  Amen.”

What is  keeping you from a deeper y ie lding to Chr ist?

Please write your prayer to God to help you to be wil l ing  to ident i fy  and 
remove any barr iers that  hinder your fu l l  submission to His Kingdom.  He 
loves when we give our wi l l  to Him. He is  k ind,  gent le ,  and gracious with 
our submission.  

Now, we are in a posit ion to abide…

REST IN HIS LOVE

Jesus said,  “Behold,  I  stand at  the door and knock .  I f  anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door,  I  wi l l  come in to him  and eat  with him,  and he 
with me.”  Revelat ion 3:20

Jesus said,  “Come to me,  a l l  who labor and are heavy laden,  and I  wi l l  g ive 
you rest .  Take my yoke upon you,  and learn from me,  for  I  am gent le and 
lowly in hear t ,  and you wi l l  find rest  for  your souls.  For  my yoke is  easy,  
and my burden is  l ight .”  Matthew 11:28

Rest for  our souls !   Is  that  not  our deep common need?

Notice that  at tached to God’s promise of  rest ,  there is  only the condit ion 
of  y ie lding to His direct ion and teaching.   He assures us that  He is  gent le 
and humble.   To trumpet the promise,  He says a second t ime that  He wi l l  
g ive us rest .

Someone from a crowd asked Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the 
works of  God?” Jesus answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you 
bel ieve in Him whom he has sent .”  John 6:28-29

Our first  and dai ly  repeated “work” to abide in Chr ist  is  bel ieving that  God 
sent Jesus to remove us from the dominion of  Satan and establ ish us in his  
per fect  and loving Kingdom – IN Him.

What phrase or  thought from above stands out to you?

Write your abiding prayer of  rest ing in Chr ist .   Ask Him to guide you to 
“work” first  in bel ieving that  He is  what He says He is .

REMAIN IN HIS LOVE, LISTEN TO HIM, OBEY HIS DIRECTION

As we stay in His easy yoke,  the gent le creator  of  the universe guides us 
to work in His wi l l .   The yoke is  only di fficult  when we resist  i t .   His yoke 
is  easy because He is  the King – He does not need our physical  or  mental  
power to accompl ish His wi l l .   He is  lovingly invit ing us to par t ic ipate with 
Him.  We pray that  you hear that  truth:  The Creator  and Sustainer  of  the 
universe is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate in His holy and loving pursuits !

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Thess 5:16

“God is  able to make al l  grace abound to you,  so that  having al l  sufficiency 
in  a l l  th ings at  a l l  t imes,  you may abound in ever y good work .” ’  
2Cor inthians 9:8

BEARING FRUIT

Jesus said,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever 
you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  
you bear much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.”

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:  
“As I  entered the hal lway to pick up my boys from school ,  there was the 
woman:  big,  ta l l  and loud.   I  was glad that  I  was near the back of  the l ine 
and not next  to her.   For  the har vest  par ty,  she brought in big 
poster-board witches.  I  hate witches.  I  steered c lear  of  her  most days.

One morning,  dur ing my prayer t ime,  I  was asking God who He wanted me 
to love that  day.   Her face came quickly to mind.  Hmm…  “Real ly  God?”  I  
let  i t  s ink in .   And then I  asked,  “How?”  I  fe l t  l ike God told me to buy her 
long-johns.   

“Nope.”  This is  my usual  response to some of  th ings He asks me to do.  But ,  
t ime and again,  what He asks,  He suppl ies.  He often asks me to forgive 
people that  I  have no forgiveness toward.   When I  do what He asks,  His 
forgiveness flows through me,  my bit terness l i fts  and is  replaced with joy.   
So,  with trepidat ion,  I  said “yes” to this  crazy long-johns scheme.

I  thought ,  “OK God,  i f  you want me to buy her long-johns.   I  guess that  is  
what I  wi l l  do.”   I  fe l t  l ike I  should buy nice ones so I  headed out to REI .   
When I  arr ived at  the store there was a big rounder of  choices.   Because 
th is  woman is  fu l l-figured,  I  d idn’t  want to offend her by buying a s ize too 
big or  too smal l .   I  asked God to show me.   I  kept looking,  asking Him to 
show me the pair.   When I  saw the XL purple Patagonia long- johns,  I  just  
knew they were the r ight  choice.

I t  was Chr istmas season.   Since I  love al l  th ings wrapped,  I  took some t ime 
to make the gi ft  look specia l ,  maybe then she wouldn’t  th ink I  was crazy.   
When I  saw her at  school ,  I  awkwardly handed her the gi ft  and told her 
that  God wanted me to give her this .   She looked puzzled.

As she opened the gi ft ,  her  countenance softened.  This strong,  hard 
woman explained that  she had been working nights on the cold winter  
runway for  FedEx.   She had been freezing.   And through tears,  she smi led 
and said,  “Purple is  my favor i te color !”

Lesl ie  and this  woman now know that God loves us specifical ly  and 
indiv idual ly.  They wi l l  never forget .  This message of  t ruth to them is  the 
frui t  of  a woman abiding in His love,  l istening and obeying.   Praise God!  

He cares for  those who are hur t ing and cold.   He is  invit ing us to come IN 
HIM to do the same!

As you abide and pray,  is  God repeat ing messages or  commands for  you 
to do something specific?  I f  so,  what?

I f  not ,  pray that  God wi l l  help you hear his  direct ion.   One star t ing point  is  
asking Him whom he wants you to love today.  Abide In Him, y ie ld your 
k ingdom to His,  rest  and ask .



Let’s  star t  by reminding ourselves who i t  is  we are cal led to abide in .  

King David wrote in Psalm 8:

“O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!   You have set  
your glor y above the heavens.   Out of  the mouth of  babies and infants,  you 
have establ ished strength because of  your foes,  to st i l l  the enemy and the 
avenger.

When I  look at  your heavens,  the work of  your fingers,  the moon and the 
stars,  which you have set  in place,  what is  man that  you are mindful  of  
h im,  and the son of  man that  you care for  h im?

Yet you have made him a l i t t le  lower than the heavenly beings and 
crowned him with glor y and honor.   You have given him dominion over the 
works of  your hands;  you have put a l l  th ings under his  feet ,  a l l  sheep and 
oxen,  and also the beasts of  the field,  the birds of  the heavens,  and the 
fish of  the sea,  whatever passes along the paths of  the seas.

O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!”

Our Lord has put us in posit ion to have a remarkable l i fe  as we are in 
fe l lowship with Him.  Is  your re lat ionship with Chr ist  remarkable,  
extraordinar y,  except ional ,  amazing!?  Many Chr ist ians desire to 
wholehear tedly say,  “Yes!”  But often,  we quiet ly  mumble,  “No.”

There is  no desire to offend anyone with this  quest ion.   The hope is  to 
awaken us Chr ist ians from sleep-walking through rout ines and 
unremarkable Chr ist ian motions.   The Creator  of  a l l  th ings is  invit ing us 
into a REMARKABLE l i fe .   Let’s  expect  the Holy Spir i t  to give us a 
br ightness and vibrancy as we abide in Jesus.

Stop for  a second.   I f  you are ready,  wri te a prayer to God that  you are 
opening yourself  to the remarkable l i fe  –  HIM.  He loves that .

OUR SITUATION

When some of  you first  responded to Chr ist ’s  cal l ,  you exper ienced the 
miracle of  God awakening you as you obeyed his  first  command to come to 
Him.  Your l ives blossomed as you freshly exper ienced his  grace and truth.   
Many of  you have been miraculously changed as the Holy Spir i t ’s  power 
removed you from terr ib le s i tuat ions whi le forgiv ing you of  terr ib le s ins.  
Some of  you had less obvious s ins;  yet ,  God made you aware of  your 
disobedience,  str iv ing to create your own kingdoms.   You too exper ienced 
the salvat ion of  our Savior.  Even though we have al l  come from dif ferent 
categor ies of  s in and brokenness,  none of  us have regretted coming to 
Him. 

And,  s ince then,  you have had disappointments.   You have had seasons of  
increased s in ,  joylessness,  and feeble connect ions with your Savior.   
Why?  Because you wandered from Him.  Jesus commands that ,  not  only 
must you come to Him, you must stay in Him.   Please do not miss the 
intent ional  use of  the word “must .”   Even though Jesus Chr ist  is  the 
creator,  sustainer,  and redeemer of  the UNIVERSE,  whi le He was in human 
flesh,  He needed to abide IN the Father.   L ikewise,  to receive the 
remarkable l i fe  that  is  of fered to you,  you must abide in Jesus.   

What is  your response when you read that  your t imes of  spir i tual  dr yness 
and disconnect ion are because you wandered away from Him?

Do you agree or  do you think i t  is  caused by something else?  What is  the 
something else?

JESUS AS A MAN NEEDED TO ABIDE ALSO

Isn’ t  i t  stunning that  the creator  of  the universe needed to abide with the 
Father through prayer? 

“And r is ing ver y ear ly  in the morning,  whi le i t  was st i l l  dark ,  Jesus 
depar ted and went out  to a desolate place,  and there he prayed.”  
Mark 1:35.

In  the garden of  Gethsemane,  hours before Jesus’  crucifixion:  “And going 
a l i t t le  far ther Jesus fe l l  on his  face and prayed,  saying,  “My Father,  i f  i t  be 
possible ,  let  th is  cup pass from me;  never theless,  not  as I  wi l l ,  but  as you 
wi l l .”  Matthew 26:39

Jesus said to Phi l l ip,  “Have I  been with you so long,  and you st i l l  do not 
know me,  Phi l ip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.  How can you 
say,  ‘Show us the Father ’ ?  Do you not bel ieve that  I  am in the Father and 
the Father is  in me? The words that I  say to you I  do not speak on my 
own authority,  but the Father who dwells in me does His works.  Bel ieve 
me that I  am in the Father and the Father is in me,  or  e lse bel ieve on 
account of  the works themselves.  John 14:8-11.
  
I f  Jesus needed to abide,  i t  is  c lear  that  we need to a lso!

What truths about God are highl ighted in the scr iptures above?  L ist  as 
many as you can.

INVITATION TO REMARKABLE AND ABUNDANT JOY

Good news!   Hear God’s promise from John 15.   Please don’t  sk im,  absorb 
God’s invitat ion to you.

“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.  As the Father has loved me,  so 
have I  loved you.  Abide in my love.  I f  you keep my commandments,  you 
wi l l  abide in my love,  just  as I  have kept my Father 's  commandments and 
abide in his  love.  These things I  have spoken to you, that my joy may be 
in you, and that your joy may be ful l .”

Romans 12:2 
“Do not conform to the pattern of  th is  world but be transformed by the 
renewing of  your mind.  Then you wi l l  be able to test  and approve what 
God’s wi l l  is—his good,  pleasing and per fect  wi l l .”

Anne’s Stor y:
“ I  c lear ly  remember the bubbl ing-over joy I  exper ienced the day I  was 
prompted by the Lord’s Prayer to be forgiven and then to forgive.   I  wrote 
out ever y person I  could think of  to forgive;  and Chr ist  gave me His 
forgiveness to extend to them. My joy was ful l .  I  sk ipped around al l  
afternoon.”

In what ways do you exper ience the Lord’s joy?

 

How are those exper iences connected to abiding in Jesus?

What is  h inder ing you from receiv ing the Lord’s fu l l  joy?

Frank’s Stor y:
“ In my morning quiet  t ime,  I  pray that  I  wi l l  abide in Jesus that  day.  I  
v isual ize Him holding me in His arms.  I f  Jesus is  holding me c lose then I  
wi l l  be where I  am supposed to be,  doing what He wants me to do,  and 
doing i t  His way.  The Holy Spir i t  is  guiding me,  teaching me,  protect ing 
me and discipl in ing me.  

Dur ing the day when I  remember to intent ional ly  ask Jesus to hold onto me 
and lead me,  the di f ferent chores of  the day,  which may not have been 
scheduled,  seem to fa l l  into place in order ly fashion.  I  get  more 
accompl ished and best  of  a l l ,  I  receive the Lord’s joy and don’t  feel  stress 
as I  go through the day.”

Please write below what you are feel ing as a transparent prayer to God.   
He loves to hear your honest praise,  lament ,  f rustrat ions and requests.

Write-out below John 15:11,  “These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my 
joy may be in you,  and that  your joy may be ful l .”

  

Pray and ask Him to show you His love for  you.  Ask Him to show you what 
is  h inder ing your abiding.   Jesus loves you more than you can comprehend.   
Ask Him to help you receive His love.

Let’s  receive this  remarkable l i fe  where Chr ist ’s  love flows through us by 
His Spir i t  in  order to love others and bear eternal  spir i tual  f ru i t .   His joy is  
in us and is  fu l l !

May God bless you as you abide in Him!

Before we answer the quest ion,  let ’s  be reminded of  our posit ion.

Before the Throne of  God By Char i t ie  Lees Bancroft  (1841-1892)

“Before the throne of  God above,  I  have a strong and per fect  plea,  a  great  
High Pr iest  whose name is  “Love,”  who ever l ives and pleads for  me.   My 
name is  graven on His hands,  my name is  writ ten on His hear t ;  I  know that  
whi le in heaven He stands no tongue can bid me thence depar t .
  
When Satan temps me to despair,  and te l ls  me of  the gui l t  within,  upward 
I  look and see Him there who made an end to a l l  my s in .   Because the 
s in less savior  died,  my s inful  soul  is  counted free;  for  God,  the just ,  is  
sat isfied to look on Him and pardon me.

Behold Him there!  The r isen Lamb, my per fect ,  spot less Righteousness,  
the great  unchangeable I  AM, the King of  glor y and of  grace!   One with 
Himself  I  cannot die,  my soul is  purchased by His blood; my l i fe is  hid 
with Christ on high,  with Christ ,  my savior and my God.”

Abiding invites us to give up our fa lse sense of  independence and 
self-sufficiency.  Stop tr y ing to be k ing.  Accept His invitat ion into His 
kingdom IN Him – loving,  rest ing,  remaining,  obeying and bear ing frui t .

Abiding is  act ive.   Because we can’t  ser ve two masters,  we must stop 
running around ser ving ourselves.  Recogniz ing that  we are incapable of  
being a r ighteous and wise lord,  let ’s  give up our feeble k ingdom for  His 
per fect  Kingdom. In humil i ty  and grat i tude,  let ’s  accept his  unbel ievable 
invitat ion to be in cont inual  IN t imacy with Him – the per fect  and eternal  
King.

In this  abiding re lat ionship,  we rest  in Him, l isten to Him, and through His 
power,  we obey His Word for  His glor y,  our  good,  and the good of  others.

WE ARE DEPENDENT

John the Bapt ist  said,  “A man can receive only what is  given him from 
heaven.”  John 3:27

The Apost le Paul  wrote,  “For by Him (Jesus)  a l l  th ings were created,  in  
heaven and on ear th,  v is ib le and invis ible ,  whether thrones or  dominions 
or  ru lers or  author i t ies—al l  th ings were created through Him and for  Him. 
And He is  before a l l  th ings,  and in Him al l  things hold together.”  
Colossians 1:16-17

Jesus said,  “Apar t  f rom me,  you can do nothing.”  John 15:5

Paul  Mi l ler  wrote:  “ I f  you are not  praying,  then you are quiet ly  confident 
that  t ime,  money,  and ta lent  are a l l  you need in l i fe .  You' l l  a lways be a 
l i t t le  too t i red,  a l i t t le  too busy.  But ,  i f  l ike Jesus you real ize you can't  do 
l i fe  on your own,  then no matter  how busy,  no matter  how t i red you are,  
you wi l l  find the t ime to pray.”

Have you come to the point  in your l i fe  where you know you are truly 
dependent on God?

If  not ,  wri te out  a prayer of  confession for  the t imes when you are 
depending on yourself.   Accept His invitat ion to be your King.

IN HUMILITY WE YIELD OUR KINGDOM

Abiding in Chr ist  is  s imply humbl ing oneself  to be empowered by Jesus 
and staying there.  This is  the first  step to posit ion our hear ts and minds to 
al low Him IN us and us IN Him.

Jesus star ts his  sermon on the mount with,  “Blessed are the poor in spir i t ,  
for  theirs  is  the k ingdom of  heaven.”  Matthew 5:3.  Jesus is  teaching us 
that  the s imple act  of  humbl ing ourselves wi l l  posit ion us to receive Him 
and His Kingdom.

Many Chr ist ians understand the extent to which Jesus has c la imed their  
l i fe .  Paul  wri tes “ I  have been crucified with Chr ist .  I t  is  no longer I  who 
l ive,  but  Chr ist  who l ives in me.  And the l i fe  I  now l ive in the flesh I  l ive by 
fa i th in the Son of  God,  who loved me and gave Himself  for  me.”  (Galat ians 
2:20) We know this  is  our spir i tual  status,  yet  we struggle to consistent ly  
l ive-out ,  “ I  no longer l ive,  Chr ist  l ives in me”.   We struggle because our “ I”  
wants to be k ing.   We think we are sufficient  without Him.

Jesus said in prayer to the Father,  “Not my wi l l  but  yours be done,”  and 
“Your k ingdom come on ear th as i t  is  in  heaven.”   Oh God,  help us!   Our 
k ingdoms are pathet ic  –  Yours is  per fect  and forever.

Please pray this  prayer with us again.   Feel  f ree to modify i t  to make i t  
yours:  personal  and transparent .

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing of  a broken 
k ingdom. I  accept your invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you 
want to give.   Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your 
wi l l .   In  Jesus’  Name.  Amen.”

What is  keeping you from a deeper y ie lding to Chr ist?

Please write your prayer to God to help you to be wil l ing  to ident i fy  and 
remove any barr iers that  hinder your fu l l  submission to His Kingdom.  He 
loves when we give our wi l l  to Him. He is  k ind,  gent le ,  and gracious with 
our submission.  

Now, we are in a posit ion to abide…

REST IN HIS LOVE

Jesus said,  “Behold,  I  stand at  the door and knock .  I f  anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door,  I  wi l l  come in to him  and eat  with him,  and he 
with me.”  Revelat ion 3:20

Jesus said,  “Come to me,  a l l  who labor and are heavy laden,  and I  wi l l  g ive 
you rest .  Take my yoke upon you,  and learn from me,  for  I  am gent le and 
lowly in hear t ,  and you wi l l  find rest  for  your souls.  For  my yoke is  easy,  
and my burden is  l ight .”  Matthew 11:28

Rest for  our souls !   Is  that  not  our deep common need?

Notice that  at tached to God’s promise of  rest ,  there is  only the condit ion 
of  y ie lding to His direct ion and teaching.   He assures us that  He is  gent le 
and humble.   To trumpet the promise,  He says a second t ime that  He wi l l  
g ive us rest .

Someone from a crowd asked Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the 
works of  God?” Jesus answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you 
bel ieve in Him whom he has sent .”  John 6:28-29

Our first  and dai ly  repeated “work” to abide in Chr ist  is  bel ieving that  God 
sent Jesus to remove us from the dominion of  Satan and establ ish us in his  
per fect  and loving Kingdom – IN Him.

What phrase or  thought from above stands out to you?

Write your abiding prayer of  rest ing in Chr ist .   Ask Him to guide you to 
“work” first  in bel ieving that  He is  what He says He is .

REMAIN IN HIS LOVE, LISTEN TO HIM, OBEY HIS DIRECTION

As we stay in His easy yoke,  the gent le creator  of  the universe guides us 
to work in His wi l l .   The yoke is  only di fficult  when we resist  i t .   His yoke 
is  easy because He is  the King – He does not need our physical  or  mental  
power to accompl ish His wi l l .   He is  lovingly invit ing us to par t ic ipate with 
Him.  We pray that  you hear that  truth:  The Creator  and Sustainer  of  the 
universe is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate in His holy and loving pursuits !

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Thess 5:16

“God is  able to make al l  grace abound to you,  so that  having al l  sufficiency 
in  a l l  th ings at  a l l  t imes,  you may abound in ever y good work .” ’  
2Cor inthians 9:8

BEARING FRUIT

Jesus said,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever 
you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  
you bear much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.”

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:  
“As I  entered the hal lway to pick up my boys from school ,  there was the 
woman:  big,  ta l l  and loud.   I  was glad that  I  was near the back of  the l ine 
and not next  to her.   For  the har vest  par ty,  she brought in big 
poster-board witches.  I  hate witches.  I  steered c lear  of  her  most days.

One morning,  dur ing my prayer t ime,  I  was asking God who He wanted me 
to love that  day.   Her face came quickly to mind.  Hmm…  “Real ly  God?”  I  
let  i t  s ink in .   And then I  asked,  “How?”  I  fe l t  l ike God told me to buy her 
long-johns.   

“Nope.”  This is  my usual  response to some of  th ings He asks me to do.  But ,  
t ime and again,  what He asks,  He suppl ies.  He often asks me to forgive 
people that  I  have no forgiveness toward.   When I  do what He asks,  His 
forgiveness flows through me,  my bit terness l i fts  and is  replaced with joy.   
So,  with trepidat ion,  I  said “yes” to this  crazy long-johns scheme.

I  thought ,  “OK God,  i f  you want me to buy her long-johns.   I  guess that  is  
what I  wi l l  do.”   I  fe l t  l ike I  should buy nice ones so I  headed out to REI .   
When I  arr ived at  the store there was a big rounder of  choices.   Because 
th is  woman is  fu l l-figured,  I  d idn’t  want to offend her by buying a s ize too 
big or  too smal l .   I  asked God to show me.   I  kept looking,  asking Him to 
show me the pair.   When I  saw the XL purple Patagonia long- johns,  I  just  
knew they were the r ight  choice.

I t  was Chr istmas season.   Since I  love al l  th ings wrapped,  I  took some t ime 
to make the gi ft  look specia l ,  maybe then she wouldn’t  th ink I  was crazy.   
When I  saw her at  school ,  I  awkwardly handed her the gi ft  and told her 
that  God wanted me to give her this .   She looked puzzled.

As she opened the gi ft ,  her  countenance softened.  This strong,  hard 
woman explained that  she had been working nights on the cold winter  
runway for  FedEx.   She had been freezing.   And through tears,  she smi led 
and said,  “Purple is  my favor i te color !”

Lesl ie  and this  woman now know that God loves us specifical ly  and 
indiv idual ly.  They wi l l  never forget .  This message of  t ruth to them is  the 
frui t  of  a woman abiding in His love,  l istening and obeying.   Praise God!  

He cares for  those who are hur t ing and cold.   He is  invit ing us to come IN 
HIM to do the same!

As you abide and pray,  is  God repeat ing messages or  commands for  you 
to do something specific?  I f  so,  what?

I f  not ,  pray that  God wi l l  help you hear his  direct ion.   One star t ing point  is  
asking Him whom he wants you to love today.  Abide In Him, y ie ld your 
k ingdom to His,  rest  and ask .
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Let’s  star t  by reminding ourselves who i t  is  we are cal led to abide in .  

King David wrote in Psalm 8:

“O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!   You have set  
your glor y above the heavens.   Out of  the mouth of  babies and infants,  you 
have establ ished strength because of  your foes,  to st i l l  the enemy and the 
avenger.

When I  look at  your heavens,  the work of  your fingers,  the moon and the 
stars,  which you have set  in place,  what is  man that  you are mindful  of  
h im,  and the son of  man that  you care for  h im?

Yet you have made him a l i t t le  lower than the heavenly beings and 
crowned him with glor y and honor.   You have given him dominion over the 
works of  your hands;  you have put a l l  th ings under his  feet ,  a l l  sheep and 
oxen,  and also the beasts of  the field,  the birds of  the heavens,  and the 
fish of  the sea,  whatever passes along the paths of  the seas.

O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!”

Our Lord has put us in posit ion to have a remarkable l i fe  as we are in 
fe l lowship with Him.  Is  your re lat ionship with Chr ist  remarkable,  
extraordinar y,  except ional ,  amazing!?  Many Chr ist ians desire to 
wholehear tedly say,  “Yes!”  But often,  we quiet ly  mumble,  “No.”

There is  no desire to offend anyone with this  quest ion.   The hope is  to 
awaken us Chr ist ians from sleep-walking through rout ines and 
unremarkable Chr ist ian motions.   The Creator  of  a l l  th ings is  invit ing us 
into a REMARKABLE l i fe .   Let’s  expect  the Holy Spir i t  to give us a 
br ightness and vibrancy as we abide in Jesus.

Stop for  a second.   I f  you are ready,  wri te a prayer to God that  you are 
opening yourself  to the remarkable l i fe  –  HIM.  He loves that .

OUR SITUATION

When some of  you first  responded to Chr ist ’s  cal l ,  you exper ienced the 
miracle of  God awakening you as you obeyed his  first  command to come to 
Him.  Your l ives blossomed as you freshly exper ienced his  grace and truth.   
Many of  you have been miraculously changed as the Holy Spir i t ’s  power 
removed you from terr ib le s i tuat ions whi le forgiv ing you of  terr ib le s ins.  
Some of  you had less obvious s ins;  yet ,  God made you aware of  your 
disobedience,  str iv ing to create your own kingdoms.   You too exper ienced 
the salvat ion of  our Savior.  Even though we have al l  come from dif ferent 
categor ies of  s in and brokenness,  none of  us have regretted coming to 
Him. 

And,  s ince then,  you have had disappointments.   You have had seasons of  
increased s in ,  joylessness,  and feeble connect ions with your Savior.   
Why?  Because you wandered from Him.  Jesus commands that ,  not  only 
must you come to Him, you must stay in Him.   Please do not miss the 
intent ional  use of  the word “must .”   Even though Jesus Chr ist  is  the 
creator,  sustainer,  and redeemer of  the UNIVERSE,  whi le He was in human 
flesh,  He needed to abide IN the Father.   L ikewise,  to receive the 
remarkable l i fe  that  is  of fered to you,  you must abide in Jesus.   

What is  your response when you read that  your t imes of  spir i tual  dr yness 
and disconnect ion are because you wandered away from Him?

Do you agree or  do you think i t  is  caused by something else?  What is  the 
something else?

JESUS AS A MAN NEEDED TO ABIDE ALSO

Isn’ t  i t  stunning that  the creator  of  the universe needed to abide with the 
Father through prayer? 

“And r is ing ver y ear ly  in the morning,  whi le i t  was st i l l  dark ,  Jesus 
depar ted and went out  to a desolate place,  and there he prayed.”  
Mark 1:35.

In  the garden of  Gethsemane,  hours before Jesus’  crucifixion:  “And going 
a l i t t le  far ther Jesus fe l l  on his  face and prayed,  saying,  “My Father,  i f  i t  be 
possible ,  let  th is  cup pass from me;  never theless,  not  as I  wi l l ,  but  as you 
wi l l .”  Matthew 26:39

Jesus said to Phi l l ip,  “Have I  been with you so long,  and you st i l l  do not 
know me,  Phi l ip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.  How can you 
say,  ‘Show us the Father ’ ?  Do you not bel ieve that  I  am in the Father and 
the Father is  in me? The words that I  say to you I  do not speak on my 
own authority,  but the Father who dwells in me does His works.  Bel ieve 
me that I  am in the Father and the Father is in me,  or  e lse bel ieve on 
account of  the works themselves.  John 14:8-11.
  
I f  Jesus needed to abide,  i t  is  c lear  that  we need to a lso!

What truths about God are highl ighted in the scr iptures above?  L ist  as 
many as you can.

INVITATION TO REMARKABLE AND ABUNDANT JOY

Good news!   Hear God’s promise from John 15.   Please don’t  sk im,  absorb 
God’s invitat ion to you.

“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.  As the Father has loved me,  so 
have I  loved you.  Abide in my love.  I f  you keep my commandments,  you 
wi l l  abide in my love,  just  as I  have kept my Father 's  commandments and 
abide in his  love.  These things I  have spoken to you, that my joy may be 
in you, and that your joy may be ful l .”

Romans 12:2 
“Do not conform to the pattern of  th is  world but be transformed by the 
renewing of  your mind.  Then you wi l l  be able to test  and approve what 
God’s wi l l  is—his good,  pleasing and per fect  wi l l .”

Anne’s Stor y:
“ I  c lear ly  remember the bubbl ing-over joy I  exper ienced the day I  was 
prompted by the Lord’s Prayer to be forgiven and then to forgive.   I  wrote 
out ever y person I  could think of  to forgive;  and Chr ist  gave me His 
forgiveness to extend to them. My joy was ful l .  I  sk ipped around al l  
afternoon.”

In what ways do you exper ience the Lord’s joy?

 

How are those exper iences connected to abiding in Jesus?

What is  h inder ing you from receiv ing the Lord’s fu l l  joy?

Frank’s Stor y:
“ In my morning quiet  t ime,  I  pray that  I  wi l l  abide in Jesus that  day.  I  
v isual ize Him holding me in His arms.  I f  Jesus is  holding me c lose then I  
wi l l  be where I  am supposed to be,  doing what He wants me to do,  and 
doing i t  His way.  The Holy Spir i t  is  guiding me,  teaching me,  protect ing 
me and discipl in ing me.  

Dur ing the day when I  remember to intent ional ly  ask Jesus to hold onto me 
and lead me,  the di f ferent chores of  the day,  which may not have been 
scheduled,  seem to fa l l  into place in order ly fashion.  I  get  more 
accompl ished and best  of  a l l ,  I  receive the Lord’s joy and don’t  feel  stress 
as I  go through the day.”

Please write below what you are feel ing as a transparent prayer to God.   
He loves to hear your honest praise,  lament ,  f rustrat ions and requests.

Write-out below John 15:11,  “These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my 
joy may be in you,  and that  your joy may be ful l .”

  

Pray and ask Him to show you His love for  you.  Ask Him to show you what 
is  h inder ing your abiding.   Jesus loves you more than you can comprehend.   
Ask Him to help you receive His love.

Let’s  receive this  remarkable l i fe  where Chr ist ’s  love flows through us by 
His Spir i t  in  order to love others and bear eternal  spir i tual  f ru i t .   His joy is  
in us and is  fu l l !

May God bless you as you abide in Him!

Before we answer the quest ion,  let ’s  be reminded of  our posit ion.

Before the Throne of  God By Char i t ie  Lees Bancroft  (1841-1892)

“Before the throne of  God above,  I  have a strong and per fect  plea,  a  great  
High Pr iest  whose name is  “Love,”  who ever l ives and pleads for  me.   My 
name is  graven on His hands,  my name is  writ ten on His hear t ;  I  know that  
whi le in heaven He stands no tongue can bid me thence depar t .
  
When Satan temps me to despair,  and te l ls  me of  the gui l t  within,  upward 
I  look and see Him there who made an end to a l l  my s in .   Because the 
s in less savior  died,  my s inful  soul  is  counted free;  for  God,  the just ,  is  
sat isfied to look on Him and pardon me.

Behold Him there!  The r isen Lamb, my per fect ,  spot less Righteousness,  
the great  unchangeable I  AM, the King of  glor y and of  grace!   One with 
Himself  I  cannot die,  my soul is  purchased by His blood; my l i fe is  hid 
with Christ on high,  with Christ ,  my savior and my God.”

Abiding invites us to give up our fa lse sense of  independence and 
self-sufficiency.  Stop tr y ing to be k ing.  Accept His invitat ion into His 
kingdom IN Him – loving,  rest ing,  remaining,  obeying and bear ing frui t .

Abiding is  act ive.   Because we can’t  ser ve two masters,  we must stop 
running around ser ving ourselves.  Recogniz ing that  we are incapable of  
being a r ighteous and wise lord,  let ’s  give up our feeble k ingdom for  His 
per fect  Kingdom. In humil i ty  and grat i tude,  let ’s  accept his  unbel ievable 
invitat ion to be in cont inual  IN t imacy with Him – the per fect  and eternal  
King.

In this  abiding re lat ionship,  we rest  in Him, l isten to Him, and through His 
power,  we obey His Word for  His glor y,  our  good,  and the good of  others.

WE ARE DEPENDENT

John the Bapt ist  said,  “A man can receive only what is  given him from 
heaven.”  John 3:27

The Apost le Paul  wrote,  “For by Him (Jesus)  a l l  th ings were created,  in  
heaven and on ear th,  v is ib le and invis ible ,  whether thrones or  dominions 
or  ru lers or  author i t ies—al l  th ings were created through Him and for  Him. 
And He is  before a l l  th ings,  and in Him al l  things hold together.”  
Colossians 1:16-17

Jesus said,  “Apar t  f rom me,  you can do nothing.”  John 15:5

Paul  Mi l ler  wrote:  “ I f  you are not  praying,  then you are quiet ly  confident 
that  t ime,  money,  and ta lent  are a l l  you need in l i fe .  You' l l  a lways be a 
l i t t le  too t i red,  a l i t t le  too busy.  But ,  i f  l ike Jesus you real ize you can't  do 
l i fe  on your own,  then no matter  how busy,  no matter  how t i red you are,  
you wi l l  find the t ime to pray.”

Have you come to the point  in your l i fe  where you know you are truly 
dependent on God?

If  not ,  wri te out  a prayer of  confession for  the t imes when you are 
depending on yourself.   Accept His invitat ion to be your King.

IN HUMILITY WE YIELD OUR KINGDOM

Abiding in Chr ist  is  s imply humbl ing oneself  to be empowered by Jesus 
and staying there.  This is  the first  step to posit ion our hear ts and minds to 
al low Him IN us and us IN Him.

Jesus star ts his  sermon on the mount with,  “Blessed are the poor in spir i t ,  
for  theirs  is  the k ingdom of  heaven.”  Matthew 5:3.  Jesus is  teaching us 
that  the s imple act  of  humbl ing ourselves wi l l  posit ion us to receive Him 
and His Kingdom.

Many Chr ist ians understand the extent to which Jesus has c la imed their  
l i fe .  Paul  wri tes “ I  have been crucified with Chr ist .  I t  is  no longer I  who 
l ive,  but  Chr ist  who l ives in me.  And the l i fe  I  now l ive in the flesh I  l ive by 
fa i th in the Son of  God,  who loved me and gave Himself  for  me.”  (Galat ians 
2:20) We know this  is  our spir i tual  status,  yet  we struggle to consistent ly  
l ive-out ,  “ I  no longer l ive,  Chr ist  l ives in me”.   We struggle because our “ I”  
wants to be k ing.   We think we are sufficient  without Him.

Jesus said in prayer to the Father,  “Not my wi l l  but  yours be done,”  and 
“Your k ingdom come on ear th as i t  is  in  heaven.”   Oh God,  help us!   Our 
k ingdoms are pathet ic  –  Yours is  per fect  and forever.

Please pray this  prayer with us again.   Feel  f ree to modify i t  to make i t  
yours:  personal  and transparent .

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing of  a broken 
k ingdom. I  accept your invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you 
want to give.   Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your 
wi l l .   In  Jesus’  Name.  Amen.”

What is  keeping you from a deeper y ie lding to Chr ist?

Please write your prayer to God to help you to be wil l ing  to ident i fy  and 
remove any barr iers that  hinder your fu l l  submission to His Kingdom.  He 
loves when we give our wi l l  to Him. He is  k ind,  gent le ,  and gracious with 
our submission.  

Now, we are in a posit ion to abide…

REST IN HIS LOVE

Jesus said,  “Behold,  I  stand at  the door and knock .  I f  anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door,  I  wi l l  come in to him  and eat  with him,  and he 
with me.”  Revelat ion 3:20

Jesus said,  “Come to me,  a l l  who labor and are heavy laden,  and I  wi l l  g ive 
you rest .  Take my yoke upon you,  and learn from me,  for  I  am gent le and 
lowly in hear t ,  and you wi l l  find rest  for  your souls.  For  my yoke is  easy,  
and my burden is  l ight .”  Matthew 11:28

Rest for  our souls !   Is  that  not  our deep common need?

Notice that  at tached to God’s promise of  rest ,  there is  only the condit ion 
of  y ie lding to His direct ion and teaching.   He assures us that  He is  gent le 
and humble.   To trumpet the promise,  He says a second t ime that  He wi l l  
g ive us rest .

Someone from a crowd asked Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the 
works of  God?” Jesus answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you 
bel ieve in Him whom he has sent .”  John 6:28-29

Our first  and dai ly  repeated “work” to abide in Chr ist  is  bel ieving that  God 
sent Jesus to remove us from the dominion of  Satan and establ ish us in his  
per fect  and loving Kingdom – IN Him.

What phrase or  thought from above stands out to you?

Write your abiding prayer of  rest ing in Chr ist .   Ask Him to guide you to 
“work” first  in bel ieving that  He is  what He says He is .

REMAIN IN HIS LOVE, LISTEN TO HIM, OBEY HIS DIRECTION

As we stay in His easy yoke,  the gent le creator  of  the universe guides us 
to work in His wi l l .   The yoke is  only di fficult  when we resist  i t .   His yoke 
is  easy because He is  the King – He does not need our physical  or  mental  
power to accompl ish His wi l l .   He is  lovingly invit ing us to par t ic ipate with 
Him.  We pray that  you hear that  truth:  The Creator  and Sustainer  of  the 
universe is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate in His holy and loving pursuits !

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Thess 5:16

“God is  able to make al l  grace abound to you,  so that  having al l  sufficiency 
in  a l l  th ings at  a l l  t imes,  you may abound in ever y good work .” ’  
2Cor inthians 9:8

BEARING FRUIT

Jesus said,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever 
you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  
you bear much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.”

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:  
“As I  entered the hal lway to pick up my boys from school ,  there was the 
woman:  big,  ta l l  and loud.   I  was glad that  I  was near the back of  the l ine 
and not next  to her.   For  the har vest  par ty,  she brought in big 
poster-board witches.  I  hate witches.  I  steered c lear  of  her  most days.

One morning,  dur ing my prayer t ime,  I  was asking God who He wanted me 
to love that  day.   Her face came quickly to mind.  Hmm…  “Real ly  God?”  I  
let  i t  s ink in .   And then I  asked,  “How?”  I  fe l t  l ike God told me to buy her 
long-johns.   

“Nope.”  This is  my usual  response to some of  th ings He asks me to do.  But ,  
t ime and again,  what He asks,  He suppl ies.  He often asks me to forgive 
people that  I  have no forgiveness toward.   When I  do what He asks,  His 
forgiveness flows through me,  my bit terness l i fts  and is  replaced with joy.   
So,  with trepidat ion,  I  said “yes” to this  crazy long-johns scheme.

I  thought ,  “OK God,  i f  you want me to buy her long-johns.   I  guess that  is  
what I  wi l l  do.”   I  fe l t  l ike I  should buy nice ones so I  headed out to REI .   
When I  arr ived at  the store there was a big rounder of  choices.   Because 
th is  woman is  fu l l-figured,  I  d idn’t  want to offend her by buying a s ize too 
big or  too smal l .   I  asked God to show me.   I  kept looking,  asking Him to 
show me the pair.   When I  saw the XL purple Patagonia long- johns,  I  just  
knew they were the r ight  choice.

I t  was Chr istmas season.   Since I  love al l  th ings wrapped,  I  took some t ime 
to make the gi ft  look specia l ,  maybe then she wouldn’t  th ink I  was crazy.   
When I  saw her at  school ,  I  awkwardly handed her the gi ft  and told her 
that  God wanted me to give her this .   She looked puzzled.

As she opened the gi ft ,  her  countenance softened.  This strong,  hard 
woman explained that  she had been working nights on the cold winter  
runway for  FedEx.   She had been freezing.   And through tears,  she smi led 
and said,  “Purple is  my favor i te color !”

Lesl ie  and this  woman now know that God loves us specifical ly  and 
indiv idual ly.  They wi l l  never forget .  This message of  t ruth to them is  the 
frui t  of  a woman abiding in His love,  l istening and obeying.   Praise God!  

He cares for  those who are hur t ing and cold.   He is  invit ing us to come IN 
HIM to do the same!

As you abide and pray,  is  God repeat ing messages or  commands for  you 
to do something specific?  I f  so,  what?

I f  not ,  pray that  God wi l l  help you hear his  direct ion.   One star t ing point  is  
asking Him whom he wants you to love today.  Abide In Him, y ie ld your 
k ingdom to His,  rest  and ask .
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Let’s  star t  by reminding ourselves who i t  is  we are cal led to abide in .  

King David wrote in Psalm 8:

“O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!   You have set  
your glor y above the heavens.   Out of  the mouth of  babies and infants,  you 
have establ ished strength because of  your foes,  to st i l l  the enemy and the 
avenger.

When I  look at  your heavens,  the work of  your fingers,  the moon and the 
stars,  which you have set  in place,  what is  man that  you are mindful  of  
h im,  and the son of  man that  you care for  h im?

Yet you have made him a l i t t le  lower than the heavenly beings and 
crowned him with glor y and honor.   You have given him dominion over the 
works of  your hands;  you have put a l l  th ings under his  feet ,  a l l  sheep and 
oxen,  and also the beasts of  the field,  the birds of  the heavens,  and the 
fish of  the sea,  whatever passes along the paths of  the seas.

O Lord,  our  Lord,  how majest ic  is  your name in a l l  the ear th!”

Our Lord has put us in posit ion to have a remarkable l i fe  as we are in 
fe l lowship with Him.  Is  your re lat ionship with Chr ist  remarkable,  
extraordinar y,  except ional ,  amazing!?  Many Chr ist ians desire to 
wholehear tedly say,  “Yes!”  But often,  we quiet ly  mumble,  “No.”

There is  no desire to offend anyone with this  quest ion.   The hope is  to 
awaken us Chr ist ians from sleep-walking through rout ines and 
unremarkable Chr ist ian motions.   The Creator  of  a l l  th ings is  invit ing us 
into a REMARKABLE l i fe .   Let’s  expect  the Holy Spir i t  to give us a 
br ightness and vibrancy as we abide in Jesus.

Stop for  a second.   I f  you are ready,  wri te a prayer to God that  you are 
opening yourself  to the remarkable l i fe  –  HIM.  He loves that .

OUR SITUATION

When some of  you first  responded to Chr ist ’s  cal l ,  you exper ienced the 
miracle of  God awakening you as you obeyed his  first  command to come to 
Him.  Your l ives blossomed as you freshly exper ienced his  grace and truth.   
Many of  you have been miraculously changed as the Holy Spir i t ’s  power 
removed you from terr ib le s i tuat ions whi le forgiv ing you of  terr ib le s ins.  
Some of  you had less obvious s ins;  yet ,  God made you aware of  your 
disobedience,  str iv ing to create your own kingdoms.   You too exper ienced 
the salvat ion of  our Savior.  Even though we have al l  come from dif ferent 
categor ies of  s in and brokenness,  none of  us have regretted coming to 
Him. 

And,  s ince then,  you have had disappointments.   You have had seasons of  
increased s in ,  joylessness,  and feeble connect ions with your Savior.   
Why?  Because you wandered from Him.  Jesus commands that ,  not  only 
must you come to Him, you must stay in Him.   Please do not miss the 
intent ional  use of  the word “must .”   Even though Jesus Chr ist  is  the 
creator,  sustainer,  and redeemer of  the UNIVERSE,  whi le He was in human 
flesh,  He needed to abide IN the Father.   L ikewise,  to receive the 
remarkable l i fe  that  is  of fered to you,  you must abide in Jesus.   

What is  your response when you read that  your t imes of  spir i tual  dr yness 
and disconnect ion are because you wandered away from Him?

Do you agree or  do you think i t  is  caused by something else?  What is  the 
something else?

JESUS AS A MAN NEEDED TO ABIDE ALSO

Isn’ t  i t  stunning that  the creator  of  the universe needed to abide with the 
Father through prayer? 

“And r is ing ver y ear ly  in the morning,  whi le i t  was st i l l  dark ,  Jesus 
depar ted and went out  to a desolate place,  and there he prayed.”  
Mark 1:35.

In  the garden of  Gethsemane,  hours before Jesus’  crucifixion:  “And going 
a l i t t le  far ther Jesus fe l l  on his  face and prayed,  saying,  “My Father,  i f  i t  be 
possible ,  let  th is  cup pass from me;  never theless,  not  as I  wi l l ,  but  as you 
wi l l .”  Matthew 26:39

Jesus said to Phi l l ip,  “Have I  been with you so long,  and you st i l l  do not 
know me,  Phi l ip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.  How can you 
say,  ‘Show us the Father ’ ?  Do you not bel ieve that  I  am in the Father and 
the Father is  in me? The words that I  say to you I  do not speak on my 
own authority,  but the Father who dwells in me does His works.  Bel ieve 
me that I  am in the Father and the Father is in me,  or  e lse bel ieve on 
account of  the works themselves.  John 14:8-11.
  
I f  Jesus needed to abide,  i t  is  c lear  that  we need to a lso!

What truths about God are highl ighted in the scr iptures above?  L ist  as 
many as you can.

INVITATION TO REMARKABLE AND ABUNDANT JOY

Good news!   Hear God’s promise from John 15.   Please don’t  sk im,  absorb 
God’s invitat ion to you.

“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.  As the Father has loved me,  so 
have I  loved you.  Abide in my love.  I f  you keep my commandments,  you 
wi l l  abide in my love,  just  as I  have kept my Father 's  commandments and 
abide in his  love.  These things I  have spoken to you, that my joy may be 
in you, and that your joy may be ful l .”

Romans 12:2 
“Do not conform to the pattern of  th is  world but be transformed by the 
renewing of  your mind.  Then you wi l l  be able to test  and approve what 
God’s wi l l  is—his good,  pleasing and per fect  wi l l .”

Anne’s Stor y:
“ I  c lear ly  remember the bubbl ing-over joy I  exper ienced the day I  was 
prompted by the Lord’s Prayer to be forgiven and then to forgive.   I  wrote 
out ever y person I  could think of  to forgive;  and Chr ist  gave me His 
forgiveness to extend to them. My joy was ful l .  I  sk ipped around al l  
afternoon.”

In what ways do you exper ience the Lord’s joy?

 

How are those exper iences connected to abiding in Jesus?

What is  h inder ing you from receiv ing the Lord’s fu l l  joy?

Frank’s Stor y:
“ In my morning quiet  t ime,  I  pray that  I  wi l l  abide in Jesus that  day.  I  
v isual ize Him holding me in His arms.  I f  Jesus is  holding me c lose then I  
wi l l  be where I  am supposed to be,  doing what He wants me to do,  and 
doing i t  His way.  The Holy Spir i t  is  guiding me,  teaching me,  protect ing 
me and discipl in ing me.  

Dur ing the day when I  remember to intent ional ly  ask Jesus to hold onto me 
and lead me,  the di f ferent chores of  the day,  which may not have been 
scheduled,  seem to fa l l  into place in order ly fashion.  I  get  more 
accompl ished and best  of  a l l ,  I  receive the Lord’s joy and don’t  feel  stress 
as I  go through the day.”

Please write below what you are feel ing as a transparent prayer to God.   
He loves to hear your honest praise,  lament ,  f rustrat ions and requests.

Write-out below John 15:11,  “These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my 
joy may be in you,  and that  your joy may be ful l .”

  

Pray and ask Him to show you His love for  you.  Ask Him to show you what 
is  h inder ing your abiding.   Jesus loves you more than you can comprehend.   
Ask Him to help you receive His love.

Let’s  receive this  remarkable l i fe  where Chr ist ’s  love flows through us by 
His Spir i t  in  order to love others and bear eternal  spir i tual  f ru i t .   His joy is  
in us and is  fu l l !

May God bless you as you abide in Him!

Before we answer the quest ion,  let ’s  be reminded of  our posit ion.

Before the Throne of  God By Char i t ie  Lees Bancroft  (1841-1892)

“Before the throne of  God above,  I  have a strong and per fect  plea,  a  great  
High Pr iest  whose name is  “Love,”  who ever l ives and pleads for  me.   My 
name is  graven on His hands,  my name is  writ ten on His hear t ;  I  know that  
whi le in heaven He stands no tongue can bid me thence depar t .
  
When Satan temps me to despair,  and te l ls  me of  the gui l t  within,  upward 
I  look and see Him there who made an end to a l l  my s in .   Because the 
s in less savior  died,  my s inful  soul  is  counted free;  for  God,  the just ,  is  
sat isfied to look on Him and pardon me.

Behold Him there!  The r isen Lamb, my per fect ,  spot less Righteousness,  
the great  unchangeable I  AM, the King of  glor y and of  grace!   One with 
Himself  I  cannot die,  my soul is  purchased by His blood; my l i fe is  hid 
with Christ on high,  with Christ ,  my savior and my God.”

Abiding invites us to give up our fa lse sense of  independence and 
self-sufficiency.  Stop tr y ing to be k ing.  Accept His invitat ion into His 
kingdom IN Him – loving,  rest ing,  remaining,  obeying and bear ing frui t .

Abiding is  act ive.   Because we can’t  ser ve two masters,  we must stop 
running around ser ving ourselves.  Recogniz ing that  we are incapable of  
being a r ighteous and wise lord,  let ’s  give up our feeble k ingdom for  His 
per fect  Kingdom. In humil i ty  and grat i tude,  let ’s  accept his  unbel ievable 
invitat ion to be in cont inual  IN t imacy with Him – the per fect  and eternal  
King.

In this  abiding re lat ionship,  we rest  in Him, l isten to Him, and through His 
power,  we obey His Word for  His glor y,  our  good,  and the good of  others.

WE ARE DEPENDENT

John the Bapt ist  said,  “A man can receive only what is  given him from 
heaven.”  John 3:27

The Apost le Paul  wrote,  “For by Him (Jesus)  a l l  th ings were created,  in  
heaven and on ear th,  v is ib le and invis ible ,  whether thrones or  dominions 
or  ru lers or  author i t ies—al l  th ings were created through Him and for  Him. 
And He is  before a l l  th ings,  and in Him al l  things hold together.”  
Colossians 1:16-17

Jesus said,  “Apar t  f rom me,  you can do nothing.”  John 15:5

Paul  Mi l ler  wrote:  “ I f  you are not  praying,  then you are quiet ly  confident 
that  t ime,  money,  and ta lent  are a l l  you need in l i fe .  You' l l  a lways be a 
l i t t le  too t i red,  a l i t t le  too busy.  But ,  i f  l ike Jesus you real ize you can't  do 
l i fe  on your own,  then no matter  how busy,  no matter  how t i red you are,  
you wi l l  find the t ime to pray.”

Have you come to the point  in your l i fe  where you know you are truly 
dependent on God?

If  not ,  wri te out  a prayer of  confession for  the t imes when you are 
depending on yourself.   Accept His invitat ion to be your King.

IN HUMILITY WE YIELD OUR KINGDOM

Abiding in Chr ist  is  s imply humbl ing oneself  to be empowered by Jesus 
and staying there.  This is  the first  step to posit ion our hear ts and minds to 
al low Him IN us and us IN Him.

Jesus star ts his  sermon on the mount with,  “Blessed are the poor in spir i t ,  
for  theirs  is  the k ingdom of  heaven.”  Matthew 5:3.  Jesus is  teaching us 
that  the s imple act  of  humbl ing ourselves wi l l  posit ion us to receive Him 
and His Kingdom.

Many Chr ist ians understand the extent to which Jesus has c la imed their  
l i fe .  Paul  wri tes “ I  have been crucified with Chr ist .  I t  is  no longer I  who 
l ive,  but  Chr ist  who l ives in me.  And the l i fe  I  now l ive in the flesh I  l ive by 
fa i th in the Son of  God,  who loved me and gave Himself  for  me.”  (Galat ians 
2:20) We know this  is  our spir i tual  status,  yet  we struggle to consistent ly  
l ive-out ,  “ I  no longer l ive,  Chr ist  l ives in me”.   We struggle because our “ I”  
wants to be k ing.   We think we are sufficient  without Him.

Jesus said in prayer to the Father,  “Not my wi l l  but  yours be done,”  and 
“Your k ingdom come on ear th as i t  is  in  heaven.”   Oh God,  help us!   Our 
k ingdoms are pathet ic  –  Yours is  per fect  and forever.

Please pray this  prayer with us again.   Feel  f ree to modify i t  to make i t  
yours:  personal  and transparent .

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing of  a broken 
k ingdom. I  accept your invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you 
want to give.   Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your 
wi l l .   In  Jesus’  Name.  Amen.”

What is  keeping you from a deeper y ie lding to Chr ist?

Please write your prayer to God to help you to be wil l ing  to ident i fy  and 
remove any barr iers that  hinder your fu l l  submission to His Kingdom.  He 
loves when we give our wi l l  to Him. He is  k ind,  gent le ,  and gracious with 
our submission.  

Now, we are in a posit ion to abide…

REST IN HIS LOVE

Jesus said,  “Behold,  I  stand at  the door and knock .  I f  anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door,  I  wi l l  come in to him  and eat  with him,  and he 
with me.”  Revelat ion 3:20

Jesus said,  “Come to me,  a l l  who labor and are heavy laden,  and I  wi l l  g ive 
you rest .  Take my yoke upon you,  and learn from me,  for  I  am gent le and 
lowly in hear t ,  and you wi l l  find rest  for  your souls.  For  my yoke is  easy,  
and my burden is  l ight .”  Matthew 11:28

Rest for  our souls !   Is  that  not  our deep common need?

Notice that  at tached to God’s promise of  rest ,  there is  only the condit ion 
of  y ie lding to His direct ion and teaching.   He assures us that  He is  gent le 
and humble.   To trumpet the promise,  He says a second t ime that  He wi l l  
g ive us rest .

Someone from a crowd asked Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the 
works of  God?” Jesus answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you 
bel ieve in Him whom he has sent .”  John 6:28-29

Our first  and dai ly  repeated “work” to abide in Chr ist  is  bel ieving that  God 
sent Jesus to remove us from the dominion of  Satan and establ ish us in his  
per fect  and loving Kingdom – IN Him.

What phrase or  thought from above stands out to you?

Write your abiding prayer of  rest ing in Chr ist .   Ask Him to guide you to 
“work” first  in bel ieving that  He is  what He says He is .

REMAIN IN HIS LOVE, LISTEN TO HIM, OBEY HIS DIRECTION

As we stay in His easy yoke,  the gent le creator  of  the universe guides us 
to work in His wi l l .   The yoke is  only di fficult  when we resist  i t .   His yoke 
is  easy because He is  the King – He does not need our physical  or  mental  
power to accompl ish His wi l l .   He is  lovingly invit ing us to par t ic ipate with 
Him.  We pray that  you hear that  truth:  The Creator  and Sustainer  of  the 
universe is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate in His holy and loving pursuits !

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Thess 5:16

“God is  able to make al l  grace abound to you,  so that  having al l  sufficiency 
in  a l l  th ings at  a l l  t imes,  you may abound in ever y good work .” ’  
2Cor inthians 9:8

BEARING FRUIT

Jesus said,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever 
you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  
you bear much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.”

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:  
“As I  entered the hal lway to pick up my boys from school ,  there was the 
woman:  big,  ta l l  and loud.   I  was glad that  I  was near the back of  the l ine 
and not next  to her.   For  the har vest  par ty,  she brought in big 
poster-board witches.  I  hate witches.  I  steered c lear  of  her  most days.

One morning,  dur ing my prayer t ime,  I  was asking God who He wanted me 
to love that  day.   Her face came quickly to mind.  Hmm…  “Real ly  God?”  I  
let  i t  s ink in .   And then I  asked,  “How?”  I  fe l t  l ike God told me to buy her 
long-johns.   

“Nope.”  This is  my usual  response to some of  th ings He asks me to do.  But ,  
t ime and again,  what He asks,  He suppl ies.  He often asks me to forgive 
people that  I  have no forgiveness toward.   When I  do what He asks,  His 
forgiveness flows through me,  my bit terness l i fts  and is  replaced with joy.   
So,  with trepidat ion,  I  said “yes” to this  crazy long-johns scheme.

I  thought ,  “OK God,  i f  you want me to buy her long-johns.   I  guess that  is  
what I  wi l l  do.”   I  fe l t  l ike I  should buy nice ones so I  headed out to REI .   
When I  arr ived at  the store there was a big rounder of  choices.   Because 
th is  woman is  fu l l-figured,  I  d idn’t  want to offend her by buying a s ize too 
big or  too smal l .   I  asked God to show me.   I  kept looking,  asking Him to 
show me the pair.   When I  saw the XL purple Patagonia long- johns,  I  just  
knew they were the r ight  choice.

I t  was Chr istmas season.   Since I  love al l  th ings wrapped,  I  took some t ime 
to make the gi ft  look specia l ,  maybe then she wouldn’t  th ink I  was crazy.   
When I  saw her at  school ,  I  awkwardly handed her the gi ft  and told her 
that  God wanted me to give her this .   She looked puzzled.

As she opened the gi ft ,  her  countenance softened.  This strong,  hard 
woman explained that  she had been working nights on the cold winter  
runway for  FedEx.   She had been freezing.   And through tears,  she smi led 
and said,  “Purple is  my favor i te color !”

Lesl ie  and this  woman now know that God loves us specifical ly  and 
indiv idual ly.  They wi l l  never forget .  This message of  t ruth to them is  the 
frui t  of  a woman abiding in His love,  l istening and obeying.   Praise God!  

He cares for  those who are hur t ing and cold.   He is  invit ing us to come IN 
HIM to do the same!

As you abide and pray,  is  God repeat ing messages or  commands for  you 
to do something specific?  I f  so,  what?

I f  not ,  pray that  God wi l l  help you hear his  direct ion.   One star t ing point  is  
asking Him whom he wants you to love today.  Abide In Him, y ie ld your 
k ingdom to His,  rest  and ask .
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Before we answer the quest ion,  let ’s  be reminded of  our posit ion.

Before the Throne of  God By Char i t ie  Lees Bancroft  (1841-1892)

“Before the throne of  God above,  I  have a strong and per fect  plea,  a  great  
High Pr iest  whose name is  “Love,”  who ever l ives and pleads for  me.   My 
name is  graven on His hands,  my name is  writ ten on His hear t ;  I  know that  
whi le in heaven He stands no tongue can bid me thence depar t .
  
When Satan temps me to despair,  and te l ls  me of  the gui l t  within,  upward 
I  look and see Him there who made an end to a l l  my s in .   Because the 
s in less savior  died,  my s inful  soul  is  counted free;  for  God,  the just ,  is  
sat isfied to look on Him and pardon me.

Behold Him there!  The r isen Lamb, my per fect ,  spot less Righteousness,  
the great  unchangeable I  AM, the King of  glor y and of  grace!   One with 
Himself  I  cannot die,  my soul is  purchased by His blood; my l i fe is  hid 
with Christ on high,  with Christ ,  my savior and my God.”

Abiding invites us to give up our fa lse sense of  independence and 
self-sufficiency.  Stop tr y ing to be k ing.  Accept His invitat ion into His 
kingdom IN Him – loving,  rest ing,  remaining,  obeying and bear ing frui t .

Abiding is  act ive.   Because we can’t  ser ve two masters,  we must stop 
running around ser ving ourselves.  Recogniz ing that  we are incapable of  
being a r ighteous and wise lord,  let ’s  give up our feeble k ingdom for  His 
per fect  Kingdom. In humil i ty  and grat i tude,  let ’s  accept his  unbel ievable 
invitat ion to be in cont inual  IN t imacy with Him – the per fect  and eternal  
King.

In this  abiding re lat ionship,  we rest  in Him, l isten to Him, and through His 
power,  we obey His Word for  His glor y,  our  good,  and the good of  others.

WE ARE DEPENDENT

John the Bapt ist  said,  “A man can receive only what is  given him from 
heaven.”  John 3:27

The Apost le Paul  wrote,  “For by Him (Jesus)  a l l  th ings were created,  in  
heaven and on ear th,  v is ib le and invis ible ,  whether thrones or  dominions 
or  ru lers or  author i t ies—al l  th ings were created through Him and for  Him. 
And He is  before a l l  th ings,  and in Him al l  things hold together.”  
Colossians 1:16-17

Jesus said,  “Apar t  f rom me,  you can do nothing.”  John 15:5

Paul  Mi l ler  wrote:  “ I f  you are not  praying,  then you are quiet ly  confident 
that  t ime,  money,  and ta lent  are a l l  you need in l i fe .  You' l l  a lways be a 
l i t t le  too t i red,  a l i t t le  too busy.  But ,  i f  l ike Jesus you real ize you can't  do 
l i fe  on your own,  then no matter  how busy,  no matter  how t i red you are,  
you wi l l  find the t ime to pray.”

Have you come to the point  in your l i fe  where you know you are truly 
dependent on God?

If  not ,  wri te out  a prayer of  confession for  the t imes when you are 
depending on yourself.   Accept His invitat ion to be your King.

IN HUMILITY WE YIELD OUR KINGDOM

Abiding in Chr ist  is  s imply humbl ing oneself  to be empowered by Jesus 
and staying there.  This is  the first  step to posit ion our hear ts and minds to 
al low Him IN us and us IN Him.

Jesus star ts his  sermon on the mount with,  “Blessed are the poor in spir i t ,  
for  theirs  is  the k ingdom of  heaven.”  Matthew 5:3.  Jesus is  teaching us 
that  the s imple act  of  humbl ing ourselves wi l l  posit ion us to receive Him 
and His Kingdom.

Many Chr ist ians understand the extent to which Jesus has c la imed their  
l i fe .  Paul  wri tes “ I  have been crucified with Chr ist .  I t  is  no longer I  who 
l ive,  but  Chr ist  who l ives in me.  And the l i fe  I  now l ive in the flesh I  l ive by 
fa i th in the Son of  God,  who loved me and gave Himself  for  me.”  (Galat ians 
2:20) We know this  is  our spir i tual  status,  yet  we struggle to consistent ly  
l ive-out ,  “ I  no longer l ive,  Chr ist  l ives in me”.   We struggle because our “ I”  
wants to be k ing.   We think we are sufficient  without Him.

Jesus said in prayer to the Father,  “Not my wi l l  but  yours be done,”  and 
“Your k ingdom come on ear th as i t  is  in  heaven.”   Oh God,  help us!   Our 
k ingdoms are pathet ic  –  Yours is  per fect  and forever.

Please pray this  prayer with us again.   Feel  f ree to modify i t  to make i t  
yours:  personal  and transparent .

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing of  a broken 
k ingdom. I  accept your invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you 
want to give.   Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your 
wi l l .   In  Jesus’  Name.  Amen.”

What is  keeping you from a deeper y ie lding to Chr ist?

Please write your prayer to God to help you to be wil l ing  to ident i fy  and 
remove any barr iers that  hinder your fu l l  submission to His Kingdom.  He 
loves when we give our wi l l  to Him. He is  k ind,  gent le ,  and gracious with 
our submission.  

Now, we are in a posit ion to abide…

REST IN HIS LOVE

Jesus said,  “Behold,  I  stand at  the door and knock .  I f  anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door,  I  wi l l  come in to him  and eat  with him,  and he 
with me.”  Revelat ion 3:20

Jesus said,  “Come to me,  a l l  who labor and are heavy laden,  and I  wi l l  g ive 
you rest .  Take my yoke upon you,  and learn from me,  for  I  am gent le and 
lowly in hear t ,  and you wi l l  find rest  for  your souls.  For  my yoke is  easy,  
and my burden is  l ight .”  Matthew 11:28

Rest for  our souls !   Is  that  not  our deep common need?

Notice that  at tached to God’s promise of  rest ,  there is  only the condit ion 
of  y ie lding to His direct ion and teaching.   He assures us that  He is  gent le 
and humble.   To trumpet the promise,  He says a second t ime that  He wi l l  
g ive us rest .

Someone from a crowd asked Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the 
works of  God?” Jesus answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you 
bel ieve in Him whom he has sent .”  John 6:28-29

Our first  and dai ly  repeated “work” to abide in Chr ist  is  bel ieving that  God 
sent Jesus to remove us from the dominion of  Satan and establ ish us in his  
per fect  and loving Kingdom – IN Him.

What phrase or  thought from above stands out to you?

Write your abiding prayer of  rest ing in Chr ist .   Ask Him to guide you to 
“work” first  in bel ieving that  He is  what He says He is .

REMAIN IN HIS LOVE, LISTEN TO HIM, OBEY HIS DIRECTION

As we stay in His easy yoke,  the gent le creator  of  the universe guides us 
to work in His wi l l .   The yoke is  only di fficult  when we resist  i t .   His yoke 
is  easy because He is  the King – He does not need our physical  or  mental  
power to accompl ish His wi l l .   He is  lovingly invit ing us to par t ic ipate with 
Him.  We pray that  you hear that  truth:  The Creator  and Sustainer  of  the 
universe is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate in His holy and loving pursuits !

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Thess 5:16

“God is  able to make al l  grace abound to you,  so that  having al l  sufficiency 
in  a l l  th ings at  a l l  t imes,  you may abound in ever y good work .” ’  
2Cor inthians 9:8

BEARING FRUIT

Jesus said,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever 
you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  
you bear much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.”

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:  
“As I  entered the hal lway to pick up my boys from school ,  there was the 
woman:  big,  ta l l  and loud.   I  was glad that  I  was near the back of  the l ine 
and not next  to her.   For  the har vest  par ty,  she brought in big 
poster-board witches.  I  hate witches.  I  steered c lear  of  her  most days.

One morning,  dur ing my prayer t ime,  I  was asking God who He wanted me 
to love that  day.   Her face came quickly to mind.  Hmm…  “Real ly  God?”  I  
let  i t  s ink in .   And then I  asked,  “How?”  I  fe l t  l ike God told me to buy her 
long-johns.   

“Nope.”  This is  my usual  response to some of  th ings He asks me to do.  But ,  
t ime and again,  what He asks,  He suppl ies.  He often asks me to forgive 
people that  I  have no forgiveness toward.   When I  do what He asks,  His 
forgiveness flows through me,  my bit terness l i fts  and is  replaced with joy.   
So,  with trepidat ion,  I  said “yes” to this  crazy long-johns scheme.

I  thought ,  “OK God,  i f  you want me to buy her long-johns.   I  guess that  is  
what I  wi l l  do.”   I  fe l t  l ike I  should buy nice ones so I  headed out to REI .   
When I  arr ived at  the store there was a big rounder of  choices.   Because 
th is  woman is  fu l l-figured,  I  d idn’t  want to offend her by buying a s ize too 
big or  too smal l .   I  asked God to show me.   I  kept looking,  asking Him to 
show me the pair.   When I  saw the XL purple Patagonia long- johns,  I  just  
knew they were the r ight  choice.

I t  was Chr istmas season.   Since I  love al l  th ings wrapped,  I  took some t ime 
to make the gi ft  look specia l ,  maybe then she wouldn’t  th ink I  was crazy.   
When I  saw her at  school ,  I  awkwardly handed her the gi ft  and told her 
that  God wanted me to give her this .   She looked puzzled.

As she opened the gi ft ,  her  countenance softened.  This strong,  hard 
woman explained that  she had been working nights on the cold winter  
runway for  FedEx.   She had been freezing.   And through tears,  she smi led 
and said,  “Purple is  my favor i te color !”

Lesl ie  and this  woman now know that God loves us specifical ly  and 
indiv idual ly.  They wi l l  never forget .  This message of  t ruth to them is  the 
frui t  of  a woman abiding in His love,  l istening and obeying.   Praise God!  

He cares for  those who are hur t ing and cold.   He is  invit ing us to come IN 
HIM to do the same!

As you abide and pray,  is  God repeat ing messages or  commands for  you 
to do something specific?  I f  so,  what?

I f  not ,  pray that  God wi l l  help you hear his  direct ion.   One star t ing point  is  
asking Him whom he wants you to love today.  Abide In Him, y ie ld your 
k ingdom to His,  rest  and ask .

Let’s  be reminded about the Author and Creator  of  ALL.   He is the one 
who is continual .

“And this  is  what He promised us--eternal  l i fe .”  1 John 2:25

“But you,  O Lord,  are a shie ld about me,  my glor y,  and the l i fter  of  my 
head.  I  cr ied aloud to the Lord,  and He answered me from His holy hi l l .”  
Psalm 3:3

“For I  am sure that  neither  death nor l i fe ,  nor  angels nor rulers,  nor  things 
present nor things to come,  nor powers,  nor  height nor depth,  nor  
anything else in a l l  creat ion,  wi l l  be able to separate us from the love of  
God in  Chr ist  Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 8:38-39

ALWAYS; WITHOUT CEASING; IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  and give thanks in a l l  
c i rcumstances;  for this is  the wil l  of  God IN Christ Jesus  for  you.”  
1Thessalonians 5:17-18

There are few places in the bible where the wi l l  of  God is  stated more 
direct ly :  “For this  is  the wi l l  of  God IN Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”

Rejoice a lways…pray without ceasing….  give thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances.

Obviously,  God wi l l  bear plent i fu l  f ru i t  through us whi le we are a lways 
abiding in Chr ist  -  re jo ic ing,  praying and giv ing thanks.   And,  i f  you are 
l ike most of  us,  at  t imes,  cal ls  for  spir i tual  consistency l ike this  f rustrate 
us because we feel  we cannot do i t .

THE POWER FOR “ALWAYS”

Good news!   God is  not  asking us to be the dr iv ing force to accompl ish His 
wi l l .   He is  asking us to y ie ld to the power and consistency that  He offers.   
He (the v ine)  wi l l  bear f ru i t  through us ( the branch)  by His Holy Spir i t .

“ I t  is  because of Him  you are in Chr ist  Jesus.”  1Cor1:30;  

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes  us with you in Chr ist .”  2Cor1:21;  

“And I  am sure of  th is ,  that  he who began a good work in you  wi l l  br ing 
i t  to complet ion at  the day of  Jesus Chr ist .”  Phi l ippians 1:6

Who is  the power behind the invitat ion to abide cont inual ly?  

Pick one of  the previous scr iptures and write i t  out  –  inser t  your name in 
place of  the pronoun “you” or  “us”.

Receive this  prayer f rom the Apost le Paul :  

“We have not ceased to pray for  you,  asking that  you may be fil led with 
the knowledge of  h is  wi l l  in  a l l  spir i tual  wisdom and understanding,  so as 
to walk in a manner wor thy of  the Lord,  fu l ly  pleasing to Him: bear ing frui t  
in  ever y good work and increasing in the knowledge of  God;  being 
strengthened with a l l  power,  according to his  glor ious might ,  for  a l l  
endurance and pat ience with joy;  g iv ing thanks to the Father,  who has 
qual ified you to share in the inher i tance of  the saints in l ight .  He has 
del ivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son,  in  whom we have redemption,  the 
forgiveness of  s ins.”  Colossians 1:9-13

From whom is the power to fu lfi l l  th is  prayer?

Please go back through the scr ipture above and under l ine a l l  the blessings 
Paul  is  praying for  us to receive.

Slow yourself  for  a moment and write a prayer of  thanksgiv ing to God for  
lovingly cal l ing you to Himself.  Be at  peace in His work on your behalf.   
Thank Him for  drawing you to Himself  and for  being the power -  
complet ing His workmanship in you.  “For we are his  workmanship,  created 
IN Christ Jesus  for  good works,  which God prepared beforehand,  that  we 
should walk in them.”  Ephesians 2:10

HINDRANCES

As you read the scr ipture below, pray that  God wi l l  show you things that  
are hinder ing you from abiding IN Chr ist  without ceasing.   Because this  
scr ipture is  ver y fami l iar  to many of  us,  we are at  r isk of  sk imming and 
missing fresh words from our Lord.   Digest  each phrase,  abide in His love 
– l isten and fol low His direct ion.

The Parable of  the Sower (Matthew 13)

“That same day Jesus went out  of  the house and sat  beside the sea.  And 
great  crowds gathered about Him, so that  he got into a boat and sat  down. 
And the whole crowd stood on the beach.  And he told them many things 
in parables,  saying:  “A sower went out  to sow. And as he sowed,  some 
seeds fe l l  a long the path,  and the birds came and devoured them. Other 
seeds fe l l  on rocky ground,  where they did not  have much soi l ,  and imme-
diately they sprang up,  s ince they had no depth of  soi l ,  but  when the sun 
rose they were scorched.  And s ince they had no root ,  they withered away.  
Other seeds fe l l  among thorns,  and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
Other seeds fe l l  on good soi l  and produced grain,  some a hundredfold,  
some sixty,  some thir ty.  He who has ears,  let  h im hear.”

The Parable of  the Sower Explained

“Hear then the parable of  the sower :  When anyone hears the word of  the 
k ingdom and does not understand i t ,  the evi l  one comes and snatches 
away what has been sown in his  hear t .  This is  what was sown along the 
path.  As for  what was sown on rocky ground,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and immediately receives i t  with joy,  yet  he has no root  in himself,  
but  endures for  a whi le ,  and when tr ibulat ion or  persecut ion ar ises on 
account of  the word,  immediately he fa l ls  away.  As for  what was sown 
among thorns,  th is  is  the one who hears the word,  but  the cares of  the 
world and the deceit fu lness of  r iches choke the word,  and i t  proves un-
f ru i t fu l .  As for  what was sown on good soi l ,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and understands i t .  He indeed bears frui t  and yie lds,  in  one case a 
hundredfold,  in  another s ixty,  and in another thir ty.”

What did God i l luminate to you in this  scr ipture?  

ENCOURAGEMENT

From the firm foundat ion of  God’s power to establ ish us IN  Him,  let ’s  rest  
and l isten.  Andrew Murray wrote (paraphrased) :

“Many of  us admit  that  i t  is  a blessed pr iv i lege and duty to abide in Chr ist ,  
and yet  we quest ion:  Is  i t  possible ,  a  l i fe  of  unbroken fe l lowship with the 
Savior?”   Maybe saint ly  Chr ist ians wi l l  at ta in i t ;  but ,  for  the large major i ty  
of  d isc iples,  whose l i fe  is  so ful ly  occupied,  i t  can hardly be expected.   Yet ,  
the more they hear of  th is  l i fe ,  the deeper their  sense of  i ts  glor y – there 
is  nothing they would not sacr ifice to par take of  i t .   But they are too weak,  
too unfaithful  –  they never can grasp i t .

Dear souls !  Abiding in Christ is  meant for the weak!   I t  is  so beaut i fu l ly  
suited to our feebleness.   Abiding is  not  the doing of  some great  thing and 
does not demand that  we first  lead a holy and devoted l i fe .   No,  i t  is  s imply 
weakness entrust ing i tsel f  to the Mighty One to be kept – the unfaithful  
person cast ing himself  on The One who is  t rustwor thy and per fect .   
Abiding in Him is  not  a work that  we have to do to enjoy His salvat ion.  I t  
is  consent ing to let  Him do al l  for  us,  and in us,  and through us.   I t  is  a 
work He does for  us – the frui t  and power of  His redeeming love.   Our par t  
is  s imply to y ie ld,  to trust ,  and to wait  for  what He has planned to 
per form.

Abide in me:  These words are not  the Law of  Moses,  demanding behaviors 
than cannot be per formed.  These words are the command of  love,  a 
promise of  a di f ferent shape.   Think of  th is  unt i l  a l l  feel ings of  burden and 
fear  and despair  go away,  and the first  thought that  comes to you as you 
hear of  abiding in Jesus is  one of  br ight  and joyful  hope – i t  is  for  me,  you 
say,  I  know I  wi l l  enjoy i t .    You are not under the law, with its 
unstoppable Do, but under grace,  the blessed gift  of bel ieving what 
Christ wil l  do.”

From the reading above,  what phrases or  thoughts stand-out to you?

Why do you think these phrases or  thoughts are af fect ing you?

If  God is  the one who is  “responsible”  for  establ ishing us In Him, what is  
your ro le?

EACH MOMENT

Andrew Murray has helped so many bel ievers to understand the loving 
invitat ion to abide In Jesus.   He writes,  “And to a l l  who desire to learn the 
blessed ar t  of  l iv ing only a moment at  a t ime,  we want to say:  The way to 
learn i t  is  to exercise yourself  in  l iv ing in the present moment .  Each t ime 
your at tent ion is  f ree to occupy i tsel f  with the thought of  Jesus -  whether 
i t  be with t ime to think and pray,  or  only for  a few passing seconds -  let  
your first  thought be to say:  Now, at  th is  moment ,  I  do abide in Jesus.  Use 
such t ime,  not  in vain regrets that  you have not been abiding ful ly,  or  st i l l  
more hur t ful  fears that  you wi l l  not  be able to abide,  but  just  at  once take 
the posit ion the Father has given you:  " I  am in Chr ist ;  th is  is  the place God 
has given me.  I  accept i t ;  here I  rest ;  I  do now abide in Jesus."  This is  the 
way to learn to abide continual ly.”

How can we abide cont inual ly?  By let t ing God’s love for  us do i ts  work in 
and through us.   Our abiding is  a work that  God under takes.   Let’s  y ie ld to 
His work of  empowering us to abide.

 “Because of Him you are in Christ Jesus ,  who became to us wisdom from 
God,  r ighteousness and sanct ificat ion and redemption,  so that ,  as i t  is  
writ ten,  “Let  the one who boasts,  boast  in the Lord.”  1Corinthians 
1:30-31

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes us with you in Christ ,  and has anointed us,  
and who has also put his  seal  on us and given us His Spir i t  in  our hear ts 
as a guarantee.”  2Corinthians 1:21-22

Write your prayer of  re jo ic ing and thanksgiv ing.   Ask God to empower you 
to abide IN Jesus and bear much frui t :
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Before we answer the quest ion,  let ’s  be reminded of  our posit ion.

Before the Throne of  God By Char i t ie  Lees Bancroft  (1841-1892)

“Before the throne of  God above,  I  have a strong and per fect  plea,  a  great  
High Pr iest  whose name is  “Love,”  who ever l ives and pleads for  me.   My 
name is  graven on His hands,  my name is  writ ten on His hear t ;  I  know that  
whi le in heaven He stands no tongue can bid me thence depar t .
  
When Satan temps me to despair,  and te l ls  me of  the gui l t  within,  upward 
I  look and see Him there who made an end to a l l  my s in .   Because the 
s in less savior  died,  my s inful  soul  is  counted free;  for  God,  the just ,  is  
sat isfied to look on Him and pardon me.

Behold Him there!  The r isen Lamb, my per fect ,  spot less Righteousness,  
the great  unchangeable I  AM, the King of  glor y and of  grace!   One with 
Himself  I  cannot die,  my soul is  purchased by His blood; my l i fe is  hid 
with Christ on high,  with Christ ,  my savior and my God.”

Abiding invites us to give up our fa lse sense of  independence and 
self-sufficiency.  Stop tr y ing to be k ing.  Accept His invitat ion into His 
kingdom IN Him – loving,  rest ing,  remaining,  obeying and bear ing frui t .

Abiding is  act ive.   Because we can’t  ser ve two masters,  we must stop 
running around ser ving ourselves.  Recogniz ing that  we are incapable of  
being a r ighteous and wise lord,  let ’s  give up our feeble k ingdom for  His 
per fect  Kingdom. In humil i ty  and grat i tude,  let ’s  accept his  unbel ievable 
invitat ion to be in cont inual  IN t imacy with Him – the per fect  and eternal  
King.

In this  abiding re lat ionship,  we rest  in Him, l isten to Him, and through His 
power,  we obey His Word for  His glor y,  our  good,  and the good of  others.

WE ARE DEPENDENT

John the Bapt ist  said,  “A man can receive only what is  given him from 
heaven.”  John 3:27

The Apost le Paul  wrote,  “For by Him (Jesus)  a l l  th ings were created,  in  
heaven and on ear th,  v is ib le and invis ible ,  whether thrones or  dominions 
or  ru lers or  author i t ies—al l  th ings were created through Him and for  Him. 
And He is  before a l l  th ings,  and in Him al l  things hold together.”  
Colossians 1:16-17

Jesus said,  “Apar t  f rom me,  you can do nothing.”  John 15:5

Paul  Mi l ler  wrote:  “ I f  you are not  praying,  then you are quiet ly  confident 
that  t ime,  money,  and ta lent  are a l l  you need in l i fe .  You' l l  a lways be a 
l i t t le  too t i red,  a l i t t le  too busy.  But ,  i f  l ike Jesus you real ize you can't  do 
l i fe  on your own,  then no matter  how busy,  no matter  how t i red you are,  
you wi l l  find the t ime to pray.”

Have you come to the point  in your l i fe  where you know you are truly 
dependent on God?

If  not ,  wri te out  a prayer of  confession for  the t imes when you are 
depending on yourself.   Accept His invitat ion to be your King.

IN HUMILITY WE YIELD OUR KINGDOM

Abiding in Chr ist  is  s imply humbl ing oneself  to be empowered by Jesus 
and staying there.  This is  the first  step to posit ion our hear ts and minds to 
al low Him IN us and us IN Him.

Jesus star ts his  sermon on the mount with,  “Blessed are the poor in spir i t ,  
for  theirs  is  the k ingdom of  heaven.”  Matthew 5:3.  Jesus is  teaching us 
that  the s imple act  of  humbl ing ourselves wi l l  posit ion us to receive Him 
and His Kingdom.

Many Chr ist ians understand the extent to which Jesus has c la imed their  
l i fe .  Paul  wri tes “ I  have been crucified with Chr ist .  I t  is  no longer I  who 
l ive,  but  Chr ist  who l ives in me.  And the l i fe  I  now l ive in the flesh I  l ive by 
fa i th in the Son of  God,  who loved me and gave Himself  for  me.”  (Galat ians 
2:20) We know this  is  our spir i tual  status,  yet  we struggle to consistent ly  
l ive-out ,  “ I  no longer l ive,  Chr ist  l ives in me”.   We struggle because our “ I”  
wants to be k ing.   We think we are sufficient  without Him.

Jesus said in prayer to the Father,  “Not my wi l l  but  yours be done,”  and 
“Your k ingdom come on ear th as i t  is  in  heaven.”   Oh God,  help us!   Our 
k ingdoms are pathet ic  –  Yours is  per fect  and forever.

Please pray this  prayer with us again.   Feel  f ree to modify i t  to make i t  
yours:  personal  and transparent .

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing of  a broken 
k ingdom. I  accept your invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you 
want to give.   Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your 
wi l l .   In  Jesus’  Name.  Amen.”

What is  keeping you from a deeper y ie lding to Chr ist?

Please write your prayer to God to help you to be wil l ing  to ident i fy  and 
remove any barr iers that  hinder your fu l l  submission to His Kingdom.  He 
loves when we give our wi l l  to Him. He is  k ind,  gent le ,  and gracious with 
our submission.  

Now, we are in a posit ion to abide…

REST IN HIS LOVE

Jesus said,  “Behold,  I  stand at  the door and knock .  I f  anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door,  I  wi l l  come in to him  and eat  with him,  and he 
with me.”  Revelat ion 3:20

Jesus said,  “Come to me,  a l l  who labor and are heavy laden,  and I  wi l l  g ive 
you rest .  Take my yoke upon you,  and learn from me,  for  I  am gent le and 
lowly in hear t ,  and you wi l l  find rest  for  your souls.  For  my yoke is  easy,  
and my burden is  l ight .”  Matthew 11:28

Rest for  our souls !   Is  that  not  our deep common need?

Notice that  at tached to God’s promise of  rest ,  there is  only the condit ion 
of  y ie lding to His direct ion and teaching.   He assures us that  He is  gent le 
and humble.   To trumpet the promise,  He says a second t ime that  He wi l l  
g ive us rest .

Someone from a crowd asked Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the 
works of  God?” Jesus answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you 
bel ieve in Him whom he has sent .”  John 6:28-29

Our first  and dai ly  repeated “work” to abide in Chr ist  is  bel ieving that  God 
sent Jesus to remove us from the dominion of  Satan and establ ish us in his  
per fect  and loving Kingdom – IN Him.

What phrase or  thought from above stands out to you?

Write your abiding prayer of  rest ing in Chr ist .   Ask Him to guide you to 
“work” first  in bel ieving that  He is  what He says He is .

REMAIN IN HIS LOVE, LISTEN TO HIM, OBEY HIS DIRECTION

As we stay in His easy yoke,  the gent le creator  of  the universe guides us 
to work in His wi l l .   The yoke is  only di fficult  when we resist  i t .   His yoke 
is  easy because He is  the King – He does not need our physical  or  mental  
power to accompl ish His wi l l .   He is  lovingly invit ing us to par t ic ipate with 
Him.  We pray that  you hear that  truth:  The Creator  and Sustainer  of  the 
universe is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate in His holy and loving pursuits !

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Thess 5:16

“God is  able to make al l  grace abound to you,  so that  having al l  sufficiency 
in  a l l  th ings at  a l l  t imes,  you may abound in ever y good work .” ’  
2Cor inthians 9:8

BEARING FRUIT

Jesus said,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever 
you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  
you bear much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.”

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:  
“As I  entered the hal lway to pick up my boys from school ,  there was the 
woman:  big,  ta l l  and loud.   I  was glad that  I  was near the back of  the l ine 
and not next  to her.   For  the har vest  par ty,  she brought in big 
poster-board witches.  I  hate witches.  I  steered c lear  of  her  most days.

One morning,  dur ing my prayer t ime,  I  was asking God who He wanted me 
to love that  day.   Her face came quickly to mind.  Hmm…  “Real ly  God?”  I  
let  i t  s ink in .   And then I  asked,  “How?”  I  fe l t  l ike God told me to buy her 
long-johns.   

“Nope.”  This is  my usual  response to some of  th ings He asks me to do.  But ,  
t ime and again,  what He asks,  He suppl ies.  He often asks me to forgive 
people that  I  have no forgiveness toward.   When I  do what He asks,  His 
forgiveness flows through me,  my bit terness l i fts  and is  replaced with joy.   
So,  with trepidat ion,  I  said “yes” to this  crazy long-johns scheme.

I  thought ,  “OK God,  i f  you want me to buy her long-johns.   I  guess that  is  
what I  wi l l  do.”   I  fe l t  l ike I  should buy nice ones so I  headed out to REI .   
When I  arr ived at  the store there was a big rounder of  choices.   Because 
th is  woman is  fu l l-figured,  I  d idn’t  want to offend her by buying a s ize too 
big or  too smal l .   I  asked God to show me.   I  kept looking,  asking Him to 
show me the pair.   When I  saw the XL purple Patagonia long- johns,  I  just  
knew they were the r ight  choice.

I t  was Chr istmas season.   Since I  love al l  th ings wrapped,  I  took some t ime 
to make the gi ft  look specia l ,  maybe then she wouldn’t  th ink I  was crazy.   
When I  saw her at  school ,  I  awkwardly handed her the gi ft  and told her 
that  God wanted me to give her this .   She looked puzzled.

As she opened the gi ft ,  her  countenance softened.  This strong,  hard 
woman explained that  she had been working nights on the cold winter  
runway for  FedEx.   She had been freezing.   And through tears,  she smi led 
and said,  “Purple is  my favor i te color !”

Lesl ie  and this  woman now know that God loves us specifical ly  and 
indiv idual ly.  They wi l l  never forget .  This message of  t ruth to them is  the 
frui t  of  a woman abiding in His love,  l istening and obeying.   Praise God!  

He cares for  those who are hur t ing and cold.   He is  invit ing us to come IN 
HIM to do the same!

As you abide and pray,  is  God repeat ing messages or  commands for  you 
to do something specific?  I f  so,  what?

I f  not ,  pray that  God wi l l  help you hear his  direct ion.   One star t ing point  is  
asking Him whom he wants you to love today.  Abide In Him, y ie ld your 
k ingdom to His,  rest  and ask .

Let’s  be reminded about the Author and Creator  of  ALL.   He is the one 
who is continual .

“And this  is  what He promised us--eternal  l i fe .”  1 John 2:25

“But you,  O Lord,  are a shie ld about me,  my glor y,  and the l i fter  of  my 
head.  I  cr ied aloud to the Lord,  and He answered me from His holy hi l l .”  
Psalm 3:3

“For I  am sure that  neither  death nor l i fe ,  nor  angels nor rulers,  nor  things 
present nor things to come,  nor powers,  nor  height nor depth,  nor  
anything else in a l l  creat ion,  wi l l  be able to separate us from the love of  
God in  Chr ist  Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 8:38-39

ALWAYS; WITHOUT CEASING; IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  and give thanks in a l l  
c i rcumstances;  for this is  the wil l  of  God IN Christ Jesus  for  you.”  
1Thessalonians 5:17-18

There are few places in the bible where the wi l l  of  God is  stated more 
direct ly :  “For this  is  the wi l l  of  God IN Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”

Rejoice a lways…pray without ceasing….  give thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances.

Obviously,  God wi l l  bear plent i fu l  f ru i t  through us whi le we are a lways 
abiding in Chr ist  -  re jo ic ing,  praying and giv ing thanks.   And,  i f  you are 
l ike most of  us,  at  t imes,  cal ls  for  spir i tual  consistency l ike this  f rustrate 
us because we feel  we cannot do i t .

THE POWER FOR “ALWAYS”

Good news!   God is  not  asking us to be the dr iv ing force to accompl ish His 
wi l l .   He is  asking us to y ie ld to the power and consistency that  He offers.   
He (the v ine)  wi l l  bear f ru i t  through us ( the branch)  by His Holy Spir i t .

“ I t  is  because of Him  you are in Chr ist  Jesus.”  1Cor1:30;  

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes  us with you in Chr ist .”  2Cor1:21;  

“And I  am sure of  th is ,  that  he who began a good work in you  wi l l  br ing 
i t  to complet ion at  the day of  Jesus Chr ist .”  Phi l ippians 1:6

Who is  the power behind the invitat ion to abide cont inual ly?  

Pick one of  the previous scr iptures and write i t  out  –  inser t  your name in 
place of  the pronoun “you” or  “us”.

Receive this  prayer f rom the Apost le Paul :  

“We have not ceased to pray for  you,  asking that  you may be fil led with 
the knowledge of  h is  wi l l  in  a l l  spir i tual  wisdom and understanding,  so as 
to walk in a manner wor thy of  the Lord,  fu l ly  pleasing to Him: bear ing frui t  
in  ever y good work and increasing in the knowledge of  God;  being 
strengthened with a l l  power,  according to his  glor ious might ,  for  a l l  
endurance and pat ience with joy;  g iv ing thanks to the Father,  who has 
qual ified you to share in the inher i tance of  the saints in l ight .  He has 
del ivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son,  in  whom we have redemption,  the 
forgiveness of  s ins.”  Colossians 1:9-13

From whom is the power to fu lfi l l  th is  prayer?

Please go back through the scr ipture above and under l ine a l l  the blessings 
Paul  is  praying for  us to receive.

Slow yourself  for  a moment and write a prayer of  thanksgiv ing to God for  
lovingly cal l ing you to Himself.  Be at  peace in His work on your behalf.   
Thank Him for  drawing you to Himself  and for  being the power -  
complet ing His workmanship in you.  “For we are his  workmanship,  created 
IN Christ Jesus  for  good works,  which God prepared beforehand,  that  we 
should walk in them.”  Ephesians 2:10

HINDRANCES

As you read the scr ipture below, pray that  God wi l l  show you things that  
are hinder ing you from abiding IN Chr ist  without ceasing.   Because this  
scr ipture is  ver y fami l iar  to many of  us,  we are at  r isk of  sk imming and 
missing fresh words from our Lord.   Digest  each phrase,  abide in His love 
– l isten and fol low His direct ion.

The Parable of  the Sower (Matthew 13)

“That same day Jesus went out  of  the house and sat  beside the sea.  And 
great  crowds gathered about Him, so that  he got into a boat and sat  down. 
And the whole crowd stood on the beach.  And he told them many things 
in parables,  saying:  “A sower went out  to sow. And as he sowed,  some 
seeds fe l l  a long the path,  and the birds came and devoured them. Other 
seeds fe l l  on rocky ground,  where they did not  have much soi l ,  and imme-
diately they sprang up,  s ince they had no depth of  soi l ,  but  when the sun 
rose they were scorched.  And s ince they had no root ,  they withered away.  
Other seeds fe l l  among thorns,  and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
Other seeds fe l l  on good soi l  and produced grain,  some a hundredfold,  
some sixty,  some thir ty.  He who has ears,  let  h im hear.”

The Parable of  the Sower Explained

“Hear then the parable of  the sower :  When anyone hears the word of  the 
k ingdom and does not understand i t ,  the evi l  one comes and snatches 
away what has been sown in his  hear t .  This is  what was sown along the 
path.  As for  what was sown on rocky ground,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and immediately receives i t  with joy,  yet  he has no root  in himself,  
but  endures for  a whi le ,  and when tr ibulat ion or  persecut ion ar ises on 
account of  the word,  immediately he fa l ls  away.  As for  what was sown 
among thorns,  th is  is  the one who hears the word,  but  the cares of  the 
world and the deceit fu lness of  r iches choke the word,  and i t  proves un-
f ru i t fu l .  As for  what was sown on good soi l ,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and understands i t .  He indeed bears frui t  and yie lds,  in  one case a 
hundredfold,  in  another s ixty,  and in another thir ty.”

What did God i l luminate to you in this  scr ipture?  

ENCOURAGEMENT

From the firm foundat ion of  God’s power to establ ish us IN  Him,  let ’s  rest  
and l isten.  Andrew Murray wrote (paraphrased) :

“Many of  us admit  that  i t  is  a blessed pr iv i lege and duty to abide in Chr ist ,  
and yet  we quest ion:  Is  i t  possible ,  a  l i fe  of  unbroken fe l lowship with the 
Savior?”   Maybe saint ly  Chr ist ians wi l l  at ta in i t ;  but ,  for  the large major i ty  
of  d isc iples,  whose l i fe  is  so ful ly  occupied,  i t  can hardly be expected.   Yet ,  
the more they hear of  th is  l i fe ,  the deeper their  sense of  i ts  glor y – there 
is  nothing they would not sacr ifice to par take of  i t .   But they are too weak,  
too unfaithful  –  they never can grasp i t .

Dear souls !  Abiding in Christ is  meant for the weak!   I t  is  so beaut i fu l ly  
suited to our feebleness.   Abiding is  not  the doing of  some great  thing and 
does not demand that  we first  lead a holy and devoted l i fe .   No,  i t  is  s imply 
weakness entrust ing i tsel f  to the Mighty One to be kept – the unfaithful  
person cast ing himself  on The One who is  t rustwor thy and per fect .   
Abiding in Him is  not  a work that  we have to do to enjoy His salvat ion.  I t  
is  consent ing to let  Him do al l  for  us,  and in us,  and through us.   I t  is  a 
work He does for  us – the frui t  and power of  His redeeming love.   Our par t  
is  s imply to y ie ld,  to trust ,  and to wait  for  what He has planned to 
per form.

Abide in me:  These words are not  the Law of  Moses,  demanding behaviors 
than cannot be per formed.  These words are the command of  love,  a 
promise of  a di f ferent shape.   Think of  th is  unt i l  a l l  feel ings of  burden and 
fear  and despair  go away,  and the first  thought that  comes to you as you 
hear of  abiding in Jesus is  one of  br ight  and joyful  hope – i t  is  for  me,  you 
say,  I  know I  wi l l  enjoy i t .    You are not under the law, with its 
unstoppable Do, but under grace,  the blessed gift  of bel ieving what 
Christ wil l  do.”

From the reading above,  what phrases or  thoughts stand-out to you?

Why do you think these phrases or  thoughts are af fect ing you?

If  God is  the one who is  “responsible”  for  establ ishing us In Him, what is  
your ro le?

EACH MOMENT

Andrew Murray has helped so many bel ievers to understand the loving 
invitat ion to abide In Jesus.   He writes,  “And to a l l  who desire to learn the 
blessed ar t  of  l iv ing only a moment at  a t ime,  we want to say:  The way to 
learn i t  is  to exercise yourself  in  l iv ing in the present moment .  Each t ime 
your at tent ion is  f ree to occupy i tsel f  with the thought of  Jesus -  whether 
i t  be with t ime to think and pray,  or  only for  a few passing seconds -  let  
your first  thought be to say:  Now, at  th is  moment ,  I  do abide in Jesus.  Use 
such t ime,  not  in vain regrets that  you have not been abiding ful ly,  or  st i l l  
more hur t ful  fears that  you wi l l  not  be able to abide,  but  just  at  once take 
the posit ion the Father has given you:  " I  am in Chr ist ;  th is  is  the place God 
has given me.  I  accept i t ;  here I  rest ;  I  do now abide in Jesus."  This is  the 
way to learn to abide continual ly.”

How can we abide cont inual ly?  By let t ing God’s love for  us do i ts  work in 
and through us.   Our abiding is  a work that  God under takes.   Let’s  y ie ld to 
His work of  empowering us to abide.

 “Because of Him you are in Christ Jesus ,  who became to us wisdom from 
God,  r ighteousness and sanct ificat ion and redemption,  so that ,  as i t  is  
writ ten,  “Let  the one who boasts,  boast  in the Lord.”  1Corinthians 
1:30-31

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes us with you in Christ ,  and has anointed us,  
and who has also put his  seal  on us and given us His Spir i t  in  our hear ts 
as a guarantee.”  2Corinthians 1:21-22

Write your prayer of  re jo ic ing and thanksgiv ing.   Ask God to empower you 
to abide IN Jesus and bear much frui t :
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Before we answer the quest ion,  let ’s  be reminded of  our posit ion.

Before the Throne of  God By Char i t ie  Lees Bancroft  (1841-1892)

“Before the throne of  God above,  I  have a strong and per fect  plea,  a  great  
High Pr iest  whose name is  “Love,”  who ever l ives and pleads for  me.   My 
name is  graven on His hands,  my name is  writ ten on His hear t ;  I  know that  
whi le in heaven He stands no tongue can bid me thence depar t .
  
When Satan temps me to despair,  and te l ls  me of  the gui l t  within,  upward 
I  look and see Him there who made an end to a l l  my s in .   Because the 
s in less savior  died,  my s inful  soul  is  counted free;  for  God,  the just ,  is  
sat isfied to look on Him and pardon me.

Behold Him there!  The r isen Lamb, my per fect ,  spot less Righteousness,  
the great  unchangeable I  AM, the King of  glor y and of  grace!   One with 
Himself  I  cannot die,  my soul is  purchased by His blood; my l i fe is  hid 
with Christ on high,  with Christ ,  my savior and my God.”

Abiding invites us to give up our fa lse sense of  independence and 
self-sufficiency.  Stop tr y ing to be k ing.  Accept His invitat ion into His 
kingdom IN Him – loving,  rest ing,  remaining,  obeying and bear ing frui t .

Abiding is  act ive.   Because we can’t  ser ve two masters,  we must stop 
running around ser ving ourselves.  Recogniz ing that  we are incapable of  
being a r ighteous and wise lord,  let ’s  give up our feeble k ingdom for  His 
per fect  Kingdom. In humil i ty  and grat i tude,  let ’s  accept his  unbel ievable 
invitat ion to be in cont inual  IN t imacy with Him – the per fect  and eternal  
King.

In this  abiding re lat ionship,  we rest  in Him, l isten to Him, and through His 
power,  we obey His Word for  His glor y,  our  good,  and the good of  others.

WE ARE DEPENDENT

John the Bapt ist  said,  “A man can receive only what is  given him from 
heaven.”  John 3:27

The Apost le Paul  wrote,  “For by Him (Jesus)  a l l  th ings were created,  in  
heaven and on ear th,  v is ib le and invis ible ,  whether thrones or  dominions 
or  ru lers or  author i t ies—al l  th ings were created through Him and for  Him. 
And He is  before a l l  th ings,  and in Him al l  things hold together.”  
Colossians 1:16-17

Jesus said,  “Apar t  f rom me,  you can do nothing.”  John 15:5

Paul  Mi l ler  wrote:  “ I f  you are not  praying,  then you are quiet ly  confident 
that  t ime,  money,  and ta lent  are a l l  you need in l i fe .  You' l l  a lways be a 
l i t t le  too t i red,  a l i t t le  too busy.  But ,  i f  l ike Jesus you real ize you can't  do 
l i fe  on your own,  then no matter  how busy,  no matter  how t i red you are,  
you wi l l  find the t ime to pray.”

Have you come to the point  in your l i fe  where you know you are truly 
dependent on God?

If  not ,  wri te out  a prayer of  confession for  the t imes when you are 
depending on yourself.   Accept His invitat ion to be your King.

IN HUMILITY WE YIELD OUR KINGDOM

Abiding in Chr ist  is  s imply humbl ing oneself  to be empowered by Jesus 
and staying there.  This is  the first  step to posit ion our hear ts and minds to 
al low Him IN us and us IN Him.

Jesus star ts his  sermon on the mount with,  “Blessed are the poor in spir i t ,  
for  theirs  is  the k ingdom of  heaven.”  Matthew 5:3.  Jesus is  teaching us 
that  the s imple act  of  humbl ing ourselves wi l l  posit ion us to receive Him 
and His Kingdom.

Many Chr ist ians understand the extent to which Jesus has c la imed their  
l i fe .  Paul  wri tes “ I  have been crucified with Chr ist .  I t  is  no longer I  who 
l ive,  but  Chr ist  who l ives in me.  And the l i fe  I  now l ive in the flesh I  l ive by 
fa i th in the Son of  God,  who loved me and gave Himself  for  me.”  (Galat ians 
2:20) We know this  is  our spir i tual  status,  yet  we struggle to consistent ly  
l ive-out ,  “ I  no longer l ive,  Chr ist  l ives in me”.   We struggle because our “ I”  
wants to be k ing.   We think we are sufficient  without Him.

Jesus said in prayer to the Father,  “Not my wi l l  but  yours be done,”  and 
“Your k ingdom come on ear th as i t  is  in  heaven.”   Oh God,  help us!   Our 
k ingdoms are pathet ic  –  Yours is  per fect  and forever.

Please pray this  prayer with us again.   Feel  f ree to modify i t  to make i t  
yours:  personal  and transparent .

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing of  a broken 
k ingdom. I  accept your invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you 
want to give.   Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your 
wi l l .   In  Jesus’  Name.  Amen.”

What is  keeping you from a deeper y ie lding to Chr ist?

Please write your prayer to God to help you to be wil l ing  to ident i fy  and 
remove any barr iers that  hinder your fu l l  submission to His Kingdom.  He 
loves when we give our wi l l  to Him. He is  k ind,  gent le ,  and gracious with 
our submission.  

Now, we are in a posit ion to abide…

REST IN HIS LOVE

Jesus said,  “Behold,  I  stand at  the door and knock .  I f  anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door,  I  wi l l  come in to him  and eat  with him,  and he 
with me.”  Revelat ion 3:20

Jesus said,  “Come to me,  a l l  who labor and are heavy laden,  and I  wi l l  g ive 
you rest .  Take my yoke upon you,  and learn from me,  for  I  am gent le and 
lowly in hear t ,  and you wi l l  find rest  for  your souls.  For  my yoke is  easy,  
and my burden is  l ight .”  Matthew 11:28

Rest for  our souls !   Is  that  not  our deep common need?

Notice that  at tached to God’s promise of  rest ,  there is  only the condit ion 
of  y ie lding to His direct ion and teaching.   He assures us that  He is  gent le 
and humble.   To trumpet the promise,  He says a second t ime that  He wi l l  
g ive us rest .

Someone from a crowd asked Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the 
works of  God?” Jesus answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you 
bel ieve in Him whom he has sent .”  John 6:28-29

Our first  and dai ly  repeated “work” to abide in Chr ist  is  bel ieving that  God 
sent Jesus to remove us from the dominion of  Satan and establ ish us in his  
per fect  and loving Kingdom – IN Him.

What phrase or  thought from above stands out to you?

Write your abiding prayer of  rest ing in Chr ist .   Ask Him to guide you to 
“work” first  in bel ieving that  He is  what He says He is .

REMAIN IN HIS LOVE, LISTEN TO HIM, OBEY HIS DIRECTION

As we stay in His easy yoke,  the gent le creator  of  the universe guides us 
to work in His wi l l .   The yoke is  only di fficult  when we resist  i t .   His yoke 
is  easy because He is  the King – He does not need our physical  or  mental  
power to accompl ish His wi l l .   He is  lovingly invit ing us to par t ic ipate with 
Him.  We pray that  you hear that  truth:  The Creator  and Sustainer  of  the 
universe is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate in His holy and loving pursuits !

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Thess 5:16

“God is  able to make al l  grace abound to you,  so that  having al l  sufficiency 
in  a l l  th ings at  a l l  t imes,  you may abound in ever y good work .” ’  
2Cor inthians 9:8

BEARING FRUIT

Jesus said,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever 
you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  
you bear much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.”

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:  
“As I  entered the hal lway to pick up my boys from school ,  there was the 
woman:  big,  ta l l  and loud.   I  was glad that  I  was near the back of  the l ine 
and not next  to her.   For  the har vest  par ty,  she brought in big 
poster-board witches.  I  hate witches.  I  steered c lear  of  her  most days.

One morning,  dur ing my prayer t ime,  I  was asking God who He wanted me 
to love that  day.   Her face came quickly to mind.  Hmm…  “Real ly  God?”  I  
let  i t  s ink in .   And then I  asked,  “How?”  I  fe l t  l ike God told me to buy her 
long-johns.   

“Nope.”  This is  my usual  response to some of  th ings He asks me to do.  But ,  
t ime and again,  what He asks,  He suppl ies.  He often asks me to forgive 
people that  I  have no forgiveness toward.   When I  do what He asks,  His 
forgiveness flows through me,  my bit terness l i fts  and is  replaced with joy.   
So,  with trepidat ion,  I  said “yes” to this  crazy long-johns scheme.

I  thought ,  “OK God,  i f  you want me to buy her long-johns.   I  guess that  is  
what I  wi l l  do.”   I  fe l t  l ike I  should buy nice ones so I  headed out to REI .   
When I  arr ived at  the store there was a big rounder of  choices.   Because 
th is  woman is  fu l l-figured,  I  d idn’t  want to offend her by buying a s ize too 
big or  too smal l .   I  asked God to show me.   I  kept looking,  asking Him to 
show me the pair.   When I  saw the XL purple Patagonia long- johns,  I  just  
knew they were the r ight  choice.

I t  was Chr istmas season.   Since I  love al l  th ings wrapped,  I  took some t ime 
to make the gi ft  look specia l ,  maybe then she wouldn’t  th ink I  was crazy.   
When I  saw her at  school ,  I  awkwardly handed her the gi ft  and told her 
that  God wanted me to give her this .   She looked puzzled.

As she opened the gi ft ,  her  countenance softened.  This strong,  hard 
woman explained that  she had been working nights on the cold winter  
runway for  FedEx.   She had been freezing.   And through tears,  she smi led 
and said,  “Purple is  my favor i te color !”

Lesl ie  and this  woman now know that God loves us specifical ly  and 
indiv idual ly.  They wi l l  never forget .  This message of  t ruth to them is  the 
frui t  of  a woman abiding in His love,  l istening and obeying.   Praise God!  

He cares for  those who are hur t ing and cold.   He is  invit ing us to come IN 
HIM to do the same!

As you abide and pray,  is  God repeat ing messages or  commands for  you 
to do something specific?  I f  so,  what?

I f  not ,  pray that  God wi l l  help you hear his  direct ion.   One star t ing point  is  
asking Him whom he wants you to love today.  Abide In Him, y ie ld your 
k ingdom to His,  rest  and ask .

Let’s  be reminded about the Author and Creator  of  ALL.   He is the one 
who is continual .

“And this  is  what He promised us--eternal  l i fe .”  1 John 2:25

“But you,  O Lord,  are a shie ld about me,  my glor y,  and the l i fter  of  my 
head.  I  cr ied aloud to the Lord,  and He answered me from His holy hi l l .”  
Psalm 3:3

“For I  am sure that  neither  death nor l i fe ,  nor  angels nor rulers,  nor  things 
present nor things to come,  nor powers,  nor  height nor depth,  nor  
anything else in a l l  creat ion,  wi l l  be able to separate us from the love of  
God in  Chr ist  Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 8:38-39

ALWAYS; WITHOUT CEASING; IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  and give thanks in a l l  
c i rcumstances;  for this is  the wil l  of  God IN Christ Jesus  for  you.”  
1Thessalonians 5:17-18

There are few places in the bible where the wi l l  of  God is  stated more 
direct ly :  “For this  is  the wi l l  of  God IN Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”

Rejoice a lways…pray without ceasing….  give thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances.

Obviously,  God wi l l  bear plent i fu l  f ru i t  through us whi le we are a lways 
abiding in Chr ist  -  re jo ic ing,  praying and giv ing thanks.   And,  i f  you are 
l ike most of  us,  at  t imes,  cal ls  for  spir i tual  consistency l ike this  f rustrate 
us because we feel  we cannot do i t .

THE POWER FOR “ALWAYS”

Good news!   God is  not  asking us to be the dr iv ing force to accompl ish His 
wi l l .   He is  asking us to y ie ld to the power and consistency that  He offers.   
He (the v ine)  wi l l  bear f ru i t  through us ( the branch)  by His Holy Spir i t .

“ I t  is  because of Him  you are in Chr ist  Jesus.”  1Cor1:30;  

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes  us with you in Chr ist .”  2Cor1:21;  

“And I  am sure of  th is ,  that  he who began a good work in you  wi l l  br ing 
i t  to complet ion at  the day of  Jesus Chr ist .”  Phi l ippians 1:6

Who is  the power behind the invitat ion to abide cont inual ly?  

Pick one of  the previous scr iptures and write i t  out  –  inser t  your name in 
place of  the pronoun “you” or  “us”.

Receive this  prayer f rom the Apost le Paul :  

“We have not ceased to pray for  you,  asking that  you may be fil led with 
the knowledge of  h is  wi l l  in  a l l  spir i tual  wisdom and understanding,  so as 
to walk in a manner wor thy of  the Lord,  fu l ly  pleasing to Him: bear ing frui t  
in  ever y good work and increasing in the knowledge of  God;  being 
strengthened with a l l  power,  according to his  glor ious might ,  for  a l l  
endurance and pat ience with joy;  g iv ing thanks to the Father,  who has 
qual ified you to share in the inher i tance of  the saints in l ight .  He has 
del ivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son,  in  whom we have redemption,  the 
forgiveness of  s ins.”  Colossians 1:9-13

From whom is the power to fu lfi l l  th is  prayer?

Please go back through the scr ipture above and under l ine a l l  the blessings 
Paul  is  praying for  us to receive.

Slow yourself  for  a moment and write a prayer of  thanksgiv ing to God for  
lovingly cal l ing you to Himself.  Be at  peace in His work on your behalf.   
Thank Him for  drawing you to Himself  and for  being the power -  
complet ing His workmanship in you.  “For we are his  workmanship,  created 
IN Christ Jesus  for  good works,  which God prepared beforehand,  that  we 
should walk in them.”  Ephesians 2:10

HINDRANCES

As you read the scr ipture below, pray that  God wi l l  show you things that  
are hinder ing you from abiding IN Chr ist  without ceasing.   Because this  
scr ipture is  ver y fami l iar  to many of  us,  we are at  r isk of  sk imming and 
missing fresh words from our Lord.   Digest  each phrase,  abide in His love 
– l isten and fol low His direct ion.

The Parable of  the Sower (Matthew 13)

“That same day Jesus went out  of  the house and sat  beside the sea.  And 
great  crowds gathered about Him, so that  he got into a boat and sat  down. 
And the whole crowd stood on the beach.  And he told them many things 
in parables,  saying:  “A sower went out  to sow. And as he sowed,  some 
seeds fe l l  a long the path,  and the birds came and devoured them. Other 
seeds fe l l  on rocky ground,  where they did not  have much soi l ,  and imme-
diately they sprang up,  s ince they had no depth of  soi l ,  but  when the sun 
rose they were scorched.  And s ince they had no root ,  they withered away.  
Other seeds fe l l  among thorns,  and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
Other seeds fe l l  on good soi l  and produced grain,  some a hundredfold,  
some sixty,  some thir ty.  He who has ears,  let  h im hear.”

The Parable of  the Sower Explained

“Hear then the parable of  the sower :  When anyone hears the word of  the 
k ingdom and does not understand i t ,  the evi l  one comes and snatches 
away what has been sown in his  hear t .  This is  what was sown along the 
path.  As for  what was sown on rocky ground,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and immediately receives i t  with joy,  yet  he has no root  in himself,  
but  endures for  a whi le ,  and when tr ibulat ion or  persecut ion ar ises on 
account of  the word,  immediately he fa l ls  away.  As for  what was sown 
among thorns,  th is  is  the one who hears the word,  but  the cares of  the 
world and the deceit fu lness of  r iches choke the word,  and i t  proves un-
f ru i t fu l .  As for  what was sown on good soi l ,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and understands i t .  He indeed bears frui t  and yie lds,  in  one case a 
hundredfold,  in  another s ixty,  and in another thir ty.”

What did God i l luminate to you in this  scr ipture?  

ENCOURAGEMENT

From the firm foundat ion of  God’s power to establ ish us IN  Him,  let ’s  rest  
and l isten.  Andrew Murray wrote (paraphrased) :

“Many of  us admit  that  i t  is  a blessed pr iv i lege and duty to abide in Chr ist ,  
and yet  we quest ion:  Is  i t  possible ,  a  l i fe  of  unbroken fe l lowship with the 
Savior?”   Maybe saint ly  Chr ist ians wi l l  at ta in i t ;  but ,  for  the large major i ty  
of  d isc iples,  whose l i fe  is  so ful ly  occupied,  i t  can hardly be expected.   Yet ,  
the more they hear of  th is  l i fe ,  the deeper their  sense of  i ts  glor y – there 
is  nothing they would not sacr ifice to par take of  i t .   But they are too weak,  
too unfaithful  –  they never can grasp i t .

Dear souls !  Abiding in Christ is  meant for the weak!   I t  is  so beaut i fu l ly  
suited to our feebleness.   Abiding is  not  the doing of  some great  thing and 
does not demand that  we first  lead a holy and devoted l i fe .   No,  i t  is  s imply 
weakness entrust ing i tsel f  to the Mighty One to be kept – the unfaithful  
person cast ing himself  on The One who is  t rustwor thy and per fect .   
Abiding in Him is  not  a work that  we have to do to enjoy His salvat ion.  I t  
is  consent ing to let  Him do al l  for  us,  and in us,  and through us.   I t  is  a 
work He does for  us – the frui t  and power of  His redeeming love.   Our par t  
is  s imply to y ie ld,  to trust ,  and to wait  for  what He has planned to 
per form.

Abide in me:  These words are not  the Law of  Moses,  demanding behaviors 
than cannot be per formed.  These words are the command of  love,  a 
promise of  a di f ferent shape.   Think of  th is  unt i l  a l l  feel ings of  burden and 
fear  and despair  go away,  and the first  thought that  comes to you as you 
hear of  abiding in Jesus is  one of  br ight  and joyful  hope – i t  is  for  me,  you 
say,  I  know I  wi l l  enjoy i t .    You are not under the law, with its 
unstoppable Do, but under grace,  the blessed gift  of bel ieving what 
Christ wil l  do.”

From the reading above,  what phrases or  thoughts stand-out to you?

Why do you think these phrases or  thoughts are af fect ing you?

If  God is  the one who is  “responsible”  for  establ ishing us In Him, what is  
your ro le?

EACH MOMENT

Andrew Murray has helped so many bel ievers to understand the loving 
invitat ion to abide In Jesus.   He writes,  “And to a l l  who desire to learn the 
blessed ar t  of  l iv ing only a moment at  a t ime,  we want to say:  The way to 
learn i t  is  to exercise yourself  in  l iv ing in the present moment .  Each t ime 
your at tent ion is  f ree to occupy i tsel f  with the thought of  Jesus -  whether 
i t  be with t ime to think and pray,  or  only for  a few passing seconds -  let  
your first  thought be to say:  Now, at  th is  moment ,  I  do abide in Jesus.  Use 
such t ime,  not  in vain regrets that  you have not been abiding ful ly,  or  st i l l  
more hur t ful  fears that  you wi l l  not  be able to abide,  but  just  at  once take 
the posit ion the Father has given you:  " I  am in Chr ist ;  th is  is  the place God 
has given me.  I  accept i t ;  here I  rest ;  I  do now abide in Jesus."  This is  the 
way to learn to abide continual ly.”

How can we abide cont inual ly?  By let t ing God’s love for  us do i ts  work in 
and through us.   Our abiding is  a work that  God under takes.   Let’s  y ie ld to 
His work of  empowering us to abide.

 “Because of Him you are in Christ Jesus ,  who became to us wisdom from 
God,  r ighteousness and sanct ificat ion and redemption,  so that ,  as i t  is  
writ ten,  “Let  the one who boasts,  boast  in the Lord.”  1Corinthians 
1:30-31

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes us with you in Christ ,  and has anointed us,  
and who has also put his  seal  on us and given us His Spir i t  in  our hear ts 
as a guarantee.”  2Corinthians 1:21-22

Write your prayer of  re jo ic ing and thanksgiv ing.   Ask God to empower you 
to abide IN Jesus and bear much frui t :
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Before we answer the quest ion,  let ’s  be reminded of  our posit ion.

Before the Throne of  God By Char i t ie  Lees Bancroft  (1841-1892)

“Before the throne of  God above,  I  have a strong and per fect  plea,  a  great  
High Pr iest  whose name is  “Love,”  who ever l ives and pleads for  me.   My 
name is  graven on His hands,  my name is  writ ten on His hear t ;  I  know that  
whi le in heaven He stands no tongue can bid me thence depar t .
  
When Satan temps me to despair,  and te l ls  me of  the gui l t  within,  upward 
I  look and see Him there who made an end to a l l  my s in .   Because the 
s in less savior  died,  my s inful  soul  is  counted free;  for  God,  the just ,  is  
sat isfied to look on Him and pardon me.

Behold Him there!  The r isen Lamb, my per fect ,  spot less Righteousness,  
the great  unchangeable I  AM, the King of  glor y and of  grace!   One with 
Himself  I  cannot die,  my soul is  purchased by His blood; my l i fe is  hid 
with Christ on high,  with Christ ,  my savior and my God.”

Abiding invites us to give up our fa lse sense of  independence and 
self-sufficiency.  Stop tr y ing to be k ing.  Accept His invitat ion into His 
kingdom IN Him – loving,  rest ing,  remaining,  obeying and bear ing frui t .

Abiding is  act ive.   Because we can’t  ser ve two masters,  we must stop 
running around ser ving ourselves.  Recogniz ing that  we are incapable of  
being a r ighteous and wise lord,  let ’s  give up our feeble k ingdom for  His 
per fect  Kingdom. In humil i ty  and grat i tude,  let ’s  accept his  unbel ievable 
invitat ion to be in cont inual  IN t imacy with Him – the per fect  and eternal  
King.

In this  abiding re lat ionship,  we rest  in Him, l isten to Him, and through His 
power,  we obey His Word for  His glor y,  our  good,  and the good of  others.

WE ARE DEPENDENT

John the Bapt ist  said,  “A man can receive only what is  given him from 
heaven.”  John 3:27

The Apost le Paul  wrote,  “For by Him (Jesus)  a l l  th ings were created,  in  
heaven and on ear th,  v is ib le and invis ible ,  whether thrones or  dominions 
or  ru lers or  author i t ies—al l  th ings were created through Him and for  Him. 
And He is  before a l l  th ings,  and in Him al l  things hold together.”  
Colossians 1:16-17

Jesus said,  “Apar t  f rom me,  you can do nothing.”  John 15:5

Paul  Mi l ler  wrote:  “ I f  you are not  praying,  then you are quiet ly  confident 
that  t ime,  money,  and ta lent  are a l l  you need in l i fe .  You' l l  a lways be a 
l i t t le  too t i red,  a l i t t le  too busy.  But ,  i f  l ike Jesus you real ize you can't  do 
l i fe  on your own,  then no matter  how busy,  no matter  how t i red you are,  
you wi l l  find the t ime to pray.”

Have you come to the point  in your l i fe  where you know you are truly 
dependent on God?

If  not ,  wri te out  a prayer of  confession for  the t imes when you are 
depending on yourself.   Accept His invitat ion to be your King.

IN HUMILITY WE YIELD OUR KINGDOM

Abiding in Chr ist  is  s imply humbl ing oneself  to be empowered by Jesus 
and staying there.  This is  the first  step to posit ion our hear ts and minds to 
al low Him IN us and us IN Him.

Jesus star ts his  sermon on the mount with,  “Blessed are the poor in spir i t ,  
for  theirs  is  the k ingdom of  heaven.”  Matthew 5:3.  Jesus is  teaching us 
that  the s imple act  of  humbl ing ourselves wi l l  posit ion us to receive Him 
and His Kingdom.

Many Chr ist ians understand the extent to which Jesus has c la imed their  
l i fe .  Paul  wri tes “ I  have been crucified with Chr ist .  I t  is  no longer I  who 
l ive,  but  Chr ist  who l ives in me.  And the l i fe  I  now l ive in the flesh I  l ive by 
fa i th in the Son of  God,  who loved me and gave Himself  for  me.”  (Galat ians 
2:20) We know this  is  our spir i tual  status,  yet  we struggle to consistent ly  
l ive-out ,  “ I  no longer l ive,  Chr ist  l ives in me”.   We struggle because our “ I”  
wants to be k ing.   We think we are sufficient  without Him.

Jesus said in prayer to the Father,  “Not my wi l l  but  yours be done,”  and 
“Your k ingdom come on ear th as i t  is  in  heaven.”   Oh God,  help us!   Our 
k ingdoms are pathet ic  –  Yours is  per fect  and forever.

Please pray this  prayer with us again.   Feel  f ree to modify i t  to make i t  
yours:  personal  and transparent .

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing of  a broken 
k ingdom. I  accept your invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you 
want to give.   Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your 
wi l l .   In  Jesus’  Name.  Amen.”

What is  keeping you from a deeper y ie lding to Chr ist?

Please write your prayer to God to help you to be wil l ing  to ident i fy  and 
remove any barr iers that  hinder your fu l l  submission to His Kingdom.  He 
loves when we give our wi l l  to Him. He is  k ind,  gent le ,  and gracious with 
our submission.  

Now, we are in a posit ion to abide…

REST IN HIS LOVE

Jesus said,  “Behold,  I  stand at  the door and knock .  I f  anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door,  I  wi l l  come in to him  and eat  with him,  and he 
with me.”  Revelat ion 3:20

Jesus said,  “Come to me,  a l l  who labor and are heavy laden,  and I  wi l l  g ive 
you rest .  Take my yoke upon you,  and learn from me,  for  I  am gent le and 
lowly in hear t ,  and you wi l l  find rest  for  your souls.  For  my yoke is  easy,  
and my burden is  l ight .”  Matthew 11:28

Rest for  our souls !   Is  that  not  our deep common need?

Notice that  at tached to God’s promise of  rest ,  there is  only the condit ion 
of  y ie lding to His direct ion and teaching.   He assures us that  He is  gent le 
and humble.   To trumpet the promise,  He says a second t ime that  He wi l l  
g ive us rest .

Someone from a crowd asked Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the 
works of  God?” Jesus answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you 
bel ieve in Him whom he has sent .”  John 6:28-29

Our first  and dai ly  repeated “work” to abide in Chr ist  is  bel ieving that  God 
sent Jesus to remove us from the dominion of  Satan and establ ish us in his  
per fect  and loving Kingdom – IN Him.

What phrase or  thought from above stands out to you?

Write your abiding prayer of  rest ing in Chr ist .   Ask Him to guide you to 
“work” first  in bel ieving that  He is  what He says He is .

REMAIN IN HIS LOVE, LISTEN TO HIM, OBEY HIS DIRECTION

As we stay in His easy yoke,  the gent le creator  of  the universe guides us 
to work in His wi l l .   The yoke is  only di fficult  when we resist  i t .   His yoke 
is  easy because He is  the King – He does not need our physical  or  mental  
power to accompl ish His wi l l .   He is  lovingly invit ing us to par t ic ipate with 
Him.  We pray that  you hear that  truth:  The Creator  and Sustainer  of  the 
universe is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate in His holy and loving pursuits !

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Thess 5:16

“God is  able to make al l  grace abound to you,  so that  having al l  sufficiency 
in  a l l  th ings at  a l l  t imes,  you may abound in ever y good work .” ’  
2Cor inthians 9:8

BEARING FRUIT

Jesus said,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever 
you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  
you bear much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.”

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:  
“As I  entered the hal lway to pick up my boys from school ,  there was the 
woman:  big,  ta l l  and loud.   I  was glad that  I  was near the back of  the l ine 
and not next  to her.   For  the har vest  par ty,  she brought in big 
poster-board witches.  I  hate witches.  I  steered c lear  of  her  most days.

One morning,  dur ing my prayer t ime,  I  was asking God who He wanted me 
to love that  day.   Her face came quickly to mind.  Hmm…  “Real ly  God?”  I  
let  i t  s ink in .   And then I  asked,  “How?”  I  fe l t  l ike God told me to buy her 
long-johns.   

“Nope.”  This is  my usual  response to some of  th ings He asks me to do.  But ,  
t ime and again,  what He asks,  He suppl ies.  He often asks me to forgive 
people that  I  have no forgiveness toward.   When I  do what He asks,  His 
forgiveness flows through me,  my bit terness l i fts  and is  replaced with joy.   
So,  with trepidat ion,  I  said “yes” to this  crazy long-johns scheme.

I  thought ,  “OK God,  i f  you want me to buy her long-johns.   I  guess that  is  
what I  wi l l  do.”   I  fe l t  l ike I  should buy nice ones so I  headed out to REI .   
When I  arr ived at  the store there was a big rounder of  choices.   Because 
th is  woman is  fu l l-figured,  I  d idn’t  want to offend her by buying a s ize too 
big or  too smal l .   I  asked God to show me.   I  kept looking,  asking Him to 
show me the pair.   When I  saw the XL purple Patagonia long- johns,  I  just  
knew they were the r ight  choice.

I t  was Chr istmas season.   Since I  love al l  th ings wrapped,  I  took some t ime 
to make the gi ft  look specia l ,  maybe then she wouldn’t  th ink I  was crazy.   
When I  saw her at  school ,  I  awkwardly handed her the gi ft  and told her 
that  God wanted me to give her this .   She looked puzzled.

As she opened the gi ft ,  her  countenance softened.  This strong,  hard 
woman explained that  she had been working nights on the cold winter  
runway for  FedEx.   She had been freezing.   And through tears,  she smi led 
and said,  “Purple is  my favor i te color !”

Lesl ie  and this  woman now know that God loves us specifical ly  and 
indiv idual ly.  They wi l l  never forget .  This message of  t ruth to them is  the 
frui t  of  a woman abiding in His love,  l istening and obeying.   Praise God!  

He cares for  those who are hur t ing and cold.   He is  invit ing us to come IN 
HIM to do the same!

As you abide and pray,  is  God repeat ing messages or  commands for  you 
to do something specific?  I f  so,  what?

I f  not ,  pray that  God wi l l  help you hear his  direct ion.   One star t ing point  is  
asking Him whom he wants you to love today.  Abide In Him, y ie ld your 
k ingdom to His,  rest  and ask .

Let’s  be reminded about the Author and Creator  of  ALL.   He is the one 
who is continual .

“And this  is  what He promised us--eternal  l i fe .”  1 John 2:25

“But you,  O Lord,  are a shie ld about me,  my glor y,  and the l i fter  of  my 
head.  I  cr ied aloud to the Lord,  and He answered me from His holy hi l l .”  
Psalm 3:3

“For I  am sure that  neither  death nor l i fe ,  nor  angels nor rulers,  nor  things 
present nor things to come,  nor powers,  nor  height nor depth,  nor  
anything else in a l l  creat ion,  wi l l  be able to separate us from the love of  
God in  Chr ist  Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 8:38-39

ALWAYS; WITHOUT CEASING; IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  and give thanks in a l l  
c i rcumstances;  for this is  the wil l  of  God IN Christ Jesus  for  you.”  
1Thessalonians 5:17-18

There are few places in the bible where the wi l l  of  God is  stated more 
direct ly :  “For this  is  the wi l l  of  God IN Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”

Rejoice a lways…pray without ceasing….  give thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances.

Obviously,  God wi l l  bear plent i fu l  f ru i t  through us whi le we are a lways 
abiding in Chr ist  -  re jo ic ing,  praying and giv ing thanks.   And,  i f  you are 
l ike most of  us,  at  t imes,  cal ls  for  spir i tual  consistency l ike this  f rustrate 
us because we feel  we cannot do i t .

THE POWER FOR “ALWAYS”

Good news!   God is  not  asking us to be the dr iv ing force to accompl ish His 
wi l l .   He is  asking us to y ie ld to the power and consistency that  He offers.   
He (the v ine)  wi l l  bear f ru i t  through us ( the branch)  by His Holy Spir i t .

“ I t  is  because of Him  you are in Chr ist  Jesus.”  1Cor1:30;  

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes  us with you in Chr ist .”  2Cor1:21;  

“And I  am sure of  th is ,  that  he who began a good work in you  wi l l  br ing 
i t  to complet ion at  the day of  Jesus Chr ist .”  Phi l ippians 1:6

Who is  the power behind the invitat ion to abide cont inual ly?  

Pick one of  the previous scr iptures and write i t  out  –  inser t  your name in 
place of  the pronoun “you” or  “us”.

Receive this  prayer f rom the Apost le Paul :  

“We have not ceased to pray for  you,  asking that  you may be fil led with 
the knowledge of  h is  wi l l  in  a l l  spir i tual  wisdom and understanding,  so as 
to walk in a manner wor thy of  the Lord,  fu l ly  pleasing to Him: bear ing frui t  
in  ever y good work and increasing in the knowledge of  God;  being 
strengthened with a l l  power,  according to his  glor ious might ,  for  a l l  
endurance and pat ience with joy;  g iv ing thanks to the Father,  who has 
qual ified you to share in the inher i tance of  the saints in l ight .  He has 
del ivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son,  in  whom we have redemption,  the 
forgiveness of  s ins.”  Colossians 1:9-13

From whom is  the power to fu lfi l l  th is  prayer?

Please go back through the scr ipture above and under l ine a l l  the blessings 
Paul  is  praying for  us to receive.

Slow yourself  for  a moment and write a prayer of  thanksgiv ing to God for  
lovingly cal l ing you to Himself.  Be at  peace in His work on your behalf.   
Thank Him for  drawing you to Himself  and for  being the power -  
complet ing His workmanship in you.  “For we are his  workmanship,  created 
IN Christ Jesus  for  good works,  which God prepared beforehand,  that  we 
should walk in them.”  Ephesians 2:10

HINDRANCES

As you read the scr ipture below, pray that  God wi l l  show you things that  
are hinder ing you from abiding IN Chr ist  without ceasing.   Because this  
scr ipture is  ver y fami l iar  to many of  us,  we are at  r isk of  sk imming and 
missing fresh words from our Lord.   Digest  each phrase,  abide in His love 
– l isten and fol low His direct ion.

The Parable of  the Sower (Matthew 13)

“That same day Jesus went out  of  the house and sat  beside the sea.  And 
great  crowds gathered about Him, so that  he got into a boat and sat  down. 
And the whole crowd stood on the beach.  And he told them many things 
in parables,  saying:  “A sower went out  to sow. And as he sowed,  some 
seeds fe l l  a long the path,  and the birds came and devoured them. Other 
seeds fe l l  on rocky ground,  where they did not  have much soi l ,  and imme-
diately they sprang up,  s ince they had no depth of  soi l ,  but  when the sun 
rose they were scorched.  And s ince they had no root ,  they withered away.  
Other seeds fe l l  among thorns,  and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
Other seeds fe l l  on good soi l  and produced grain,  some a hundredfold,  
some sixty,  some thir ty.  He who has ears,  let  h im hear.”

The Parable of  the Sower Explained

“Hear then the parable of  the sower :  When anyone hears the word of  the 
k ingdom and does not understand i t ,  the evi l  one comes and snatches 
away what has been sown in his  hear t .  This is  what was sown along the 
path.  As for  what was sown on rocky ground,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and immediately receives i t  with joy,  yet  he has no root  in himself,  
but  endures for  a whi le ,  and when tr ibulat ion or  persecut ion ar ises on 
account of  the word,  immediately he fa l ls  away.  As for  what was sown 
among thorns,  th is  is  the one who hears the word,  but  the cares of  the 
world and the deceit fu lness of  r iches choke the word,  and i t  proves un-
f ru i t fu l .  As for  what was sown on good soi l ,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and understands i t .  He indeed bears frui t  and yie lds,  in  one case a 
hundredfold,  in  another s ixty,  and in another thir ty.”

What did God i l luminate to you in this  scr ipture?  

ENCOURAGEMENT

From the firm foundat ion of  God’s power to establ ish us IN  Him,  let ’s  rest  
and l isten.  Andrew Murray wrote (paraphrased) :

“Many of  us admit  that  i t  is  a blessed pr iv i lege and duty to abide in Chr ist ,  
and yet  we quest ion:  Is  i t  possible ,  a  l i fe  of  unbroken fe l lowship with the 
Savior?”   Maybe saint ly  Chr ist ians wi l l  at ta in i t ;  but ,  for  the large major i ty  
of  d isc iples,  whose l i fe  is  so ful ly  occupied,  i t  can hardly be expected.   Yet ,  
the more they hear of  th is  l i fe ,  the deeper their  sense of  i ts  glor y – there 
is  nothing they would not sacr ifice to par take of  i t .   But they are too weak,  
too unfaithful  –  they never can grasp i t .

Dear souls !  Abiding in Christ is  meant for the weak!   I t  is  so beaut i fu l ly  
suited to our feebleness.   Abiding is  not  the doing of  some great  thing and 
does not demand that  we first  lead a holy and devoted l i fe .   No,  i t  is  s imply 
weakness entrust ing i tsel f  to the Mighty One to be kept – the unfaithful  
person cast ing himself  on The One who is  t rustwor thy and per fect .   
Abiding in Him is  not  a work that  we have to do to enjoy His salvat ion.  I t  
is  consent ing to let  Him do al l  for  us,  and in us,  and through us.   I t  is  a 
work He does for  us – the frui t  and power of  His redeeming love.   Our par t  
is  s imply to y ie ld,  to trust ,  and to wait  for  what He has planned to 
per form.

Abide in me:  These words are not  the Law of  Moses,  demanding behaviors 
than cannot be per formed.  These words are the command of  love,  a 
promise of  a di f ferent shape.   Think of  th is  unt i l  a l l  feel ings of  burden and 
fear  and despair  go away,  and the first  thought that  comes to you as you 
hear of  abiding in Jesus is  one of  br ight  and joyful  hope – i t  is  for  me,  you 
say,  I  know I  wi l l  enjoy i t .    You are not under the law, with its 
unstoppable Do, but under grace,  the blessed gift  of bel ieving what 
Christ wil l  do.”

From the reading above,  what phrases or  thoughts stand-out to you?

Why do you think these phrases or  thoughts are af fect ing you?

If  God is  the one who is  “responsible”  for  establ ishing us In Him, what is  
your ro le?

EACH MOMENT

Andrew Murray has helped so many bel ievers to understand the loving 
invitat ion to abide In Jesus.   He writes,  “And to a l l  who desire to learn the 
blessed ar t  of  l iv ing only a moment at  a t ime,  we want to say:  The way to 
learn i t  is  to exercise yourself  in  l iv ing in the present moment .  Each t ime 
your at tent ion is  f ree to occupy i tsel f  with the thought of  Jesus -  whether 
i t  be with t ime to think and pray,  or  only for  a few passing seconds -  let  
your first  thought be to say:  Now, at  th is  moment ,  I  do abide in Jesus.  Use 
such t ime,  not  in vain regrets that  you have not been abiding ful ly,  or  st i l l  
more hur t ful  fears that  you wi l l  not  be able to abide,  but  just  at  once take 
the posit ion the Father has given you:  " I  am in Chr ist ;  th is  is  the place God 
has given me.  I  accept i t ;  here I  rest ;  I  do now abide in Jesus."  This is  the 
way to learn to abide continual ly.”

How can we abide cont inual ly?  By let t ing God’s love for  us do i ts  work in 
and through us.   Our abiding is  a work that  God under takes.   Let’s  y ie ld to 
His work of  empowering us to abide.

 “Because of Him you are in Christ Jesus ,  who became to us wisdom from 
God,  r ighteousness and sanct ificat ion and redemption,  so that ,  as i t  is  
writ ten,  “Let  the one who boasts,  boast  in the Lord.”  1Corinthians 
1:30-31

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes us with you in Christ ,  and has anointed us,  
and who has also put his  seal  on us and given us His Spir i t  in  our hear ts 
as a guarantee.”  2Corinthians 1:21-22

Write your prayer of  re jo ic ing and thanksgiv ing.   Ask God to empower you 
to abide IN Jesus and bear much frui t :
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CHAPTER FOUR:

con·tin·u·al
/kənˈtiny(oo)əl/

adjective
frequently recurring; always happening

I  STRUGGLE TO ABIDE 
OCCASIONALLY.  

HOW CAN I  ABIDE 
CONTINUALLY?



Before we answer the quest ion,  let ’s  be reminded of  our posit ion.

Before the Throne of  God By Char i t ie  Lees Bancroft  (1841-1892)

“Before the throne of  God above,  I  have a strong and per fect  plea,  a  great  
High Pr iest  whose name is  “Love,”  who ever l ives and pleads for  me.   My 
name is  graven on His hands,  my name is  writ ten on His hear t ;  I  know that  
whi le in heaven He stands no tongue can bid me thence depar t .
  
When Satan temps me to despair,  and te l ls  me of  the gui l t  within,  upward 
I  look and see Him there who made an end to a l l  my s in .   Because the 
s in less savior  died,  my s inful  soul  is  counted free;  for  God,  the just ,  is  
sat isfied to look on Him and pardon me.

Behold Him there!  The r isen Lamb, my per fect ,  spot less Righteousness,  
the great  unchangeable I  AM, the King of  glor y and of  grace!   One with 
Himself  I  cannot die,  my soul is  purchased by His blood; my l i fe is  hid 
with Christ on high,  with Christ ,  my savior and my God.”

Abiding invites us to give up our fa lse sense of  independence and 
self-sufficiency.  Stop tr y ing to be k ing.  Accept His invitat ion into His 
kingdom IN Him – loving,  rest ing,  remaining,  obeying and bear ing frui t .

Abiding is  act ive.   Because we can’t  ser ve two masters,  we must stop 
running around ser ving ourselves.  Recogniz ing that  we are incapable of  
being a r ighteous and wise lord,  let ’s  give up our feeble k ingdom for  His 
per fect  Kingdom. In humil i ty  and grat i tude,  let ’s  accept his  unbel ievable 
invitat ion to be in cont inual  IN t imacy with Him – the per fect  and eternal  
King.

In this  abiding re lat ionship,  we rest  in Him, l isten to Him, and through His 
power,  we obey His Word for  His glor y,  our  good,  and the good of  others.

WE ARE DEPENDENT

John the Bapt ist  said,  “A man can receive only what is  given him from 
heaven.”  John 3:27

The Apost le Paul  wrote,  “For by Him (Jesus)  a l l  th ings were created,  in  
heaven and on ear th,  v is ib le and invis ible ,  whether thrones or  dominions 
or  ru lers or  author i t ies—al l  th ings were created through Him and for  Him. 
And He is  before a l l  th ings,  and in Him al l  things hold together.”  
Colossians 1:16-17

Jesus said,  “Apar t  f rom me,  you can do nothing.”  John 15:5

Paul  Mi l ler  wrote:  “ I f  you are not  praying,  then you are quiet ly  confident 
that  t ime,  money,  and ta lent  are a l l  you need in l i fe .  You' l l  a lways be a 
l i t t le  too t i red,  a l i t t le  too busy.  But ,  i f  l ike Jesus you real ize you can't  do 
l i fe  on your own,  then no matter  how busy,  no matter  how t i red you are,  
you wi l l  find the t ime to pray.”

Have you come to the point  in your l i fe  where you know you are truly 
dependent on God?

If  not ,  wri te out  a prayer of  confession for  the t imes when you are 
depending on yourself.   Accept His invitat ion to be your King.

IN HUMILITY WE YIELD OUR KINGDOM

Abiding in Chr ist  is  s imply humbl ing oneself  to be empowered by Jesus 
and staying there.  This is  the first  step to posit ion our hear ts and minds to 
al low Him IN us and us IN Him.

Jesus star ts his  sermon on the mount with,  “Blessed are the poor in spir i t ,  
for  theirs  is  the k ingdom of  heaven.”  Matthew 5:3.  Jesus is  teaching us 
that  the s imple act  of  humbl ing ourselves wi l l  posit ion us to receive Him 
and His Kingdom.

Many Chr ist ians understand the extent to which Jesus has c la imed their  
l i fe .  Paul  wri tes “ I  have been crucified with Chr ist .  I t  is  no longer I  who 
l ive,  but  Chr ist  who l ives in me.  And the l i fe  I  now l ive in the flesh I  l ive by 
fa i th in the Son of  God,  who loved me and gave Himself  for  me.”  (Galat ians 
2:20) We know this  is  our spir i tual  status,  yet  we struggle to consistent ly  
l ive-out ,  “ I  no longer l ive,  Chr ist  l ives in me”.   We struggle because our “ I”  
wants to be k ing.   We think we are sufficient  without Him.

Jesus said in prayer to the Father,  “Not my wi l l  but  yours be done,”  and 
“Your k ingdom come on ear th as i t  is  in  heaven.”   Oh God,  help us!   Our 
k ingdoms are pathet ic  –  Yours is  per fect  and forever.

Please pray this  prayer with us again.   Feel  f ree to modify i t  to make i t  
yours:  personal  and transparent .

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing of  a broken 
k ingdom. I  accept your invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you 
want to give.   Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your 
wi l l .   In  Jesus’  Name.  Amen.”

What is  keeping you from a deeper y ie lding to Chr ist?

Please write your prayer to God to help you to be wil l ing  to ident i fy  and 
remove any barr iers that  hinder your fu l l  submission to His Kingdom.  He 
loves when we give our wi l l  to Him. He is  k ind,  gent le ,  and gracious with 
our submission.  

Now, we are in a posit ion to abide…

REST IN HIS LOVE

Jesus said,  “Behold,  I  stand at  the door and knock .  I f  anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door,  I  wi l l  come in to him  and eat  with him,  and he 
with me.”  Revelat ion 3:20

Jesus said,  “Come to me,  a l l  who labor and are heavy laden,  and I  wi l l  g ive 
you rest .  Take my yoke upon you,  and learn from me,  for  I  am gent le and 
lowly in hear t ,  and you wi l l  find rest  for  your souls.  For  my yoke is  easy,  
and my burden is  l ight .”  Matthew 11:28

Rest for  our souls !   Is  that  not  our deep common need?

Notice that  at tached to God’s promise of  rest ,  there is  only the condit ion 
of  y ie lding to His direct ion and teaching.   He assures us that  He is  gent le 
and humble.   To trumpet the promise,  He says a second t ime that  He wi l l  
g ive us rest .

Someone from a crowd asked Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the 
works of  God?” Jesus answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you 
bel ieve in Him whom he has sent .”  John 6:28-29

Our first  and dai ly  repeated “work” to abide in Chr ist  is  bel ieving that  God 
sent Jesus to remove us from the dominion of  Satan and establ ish us in his  
per fect  and loving Kingdom – IN Him.

What phrase or  thought from above stands out to you?

Write your abiding prayer of  rest ing in Chr ist .   Ask Him to guide you to 
“work” first  in bel ieving that  He is  what He says He is .

REMAIN IN HIS LOVE, LISTEN TO HIM, OBEY HIS DIRECTION

As we stay in His easy yoke,  the gent le creator  of  the universe guides us 
to work in His wi l l .   The yoke is  only di fficult  when we resist  i t .   His yoke 
is  easy because He is  the King – He does not need our physical  or  mental  
power to accompl ish His wi l l .   He is  lovingly invit ing us to par t ic ipate with 
Him.  We pray that  you hear that  truth:  The Creator  and Sustainer  of  the 
universe is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate in His holy and loving pursuits !

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Thess 5:16

“God is  able to make al l  grace abound to you,  so that  having al l  sufficiency 
in  a l l  th ings at  a l l  t imes,  you may abound in ever y good work .” ’  
2Cor inthians 9:8

BEARING FRUIT

Jesus said,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever 
you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  
you bear much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.”

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:  
“As I  entered the hal lway to pick up my boys from school ,  there was the 
woman:  big,  ta l l  and loud.   I  was glad that  I  was near the back of  the l ine 
and not next  to her.   For  the har vest  par ty,  she brought in big 
poster-board witches.  I  hate witches.  I  steered c lear  of  her  most days.

One morning,  dur ing my prayer t ime,  I  was asking God who He wanted me 
to love that  day.   Her face came quickly to mind.  Hmm…  “Real ly  God?”  I  
let  i t  s ink in .   And then I  asked,  “How?”  I  fe l t  l ike God told me to buy her 
long-johns.   

“Nope.”  This is  my usual  response to some of  th ings He asks me to do.  But ,  
t ime and again,  what He asks,  He suppl ies.  He often asks me to forgive 
people that  I  have no forgiveness toward.   When I  do what He asks,  His 
forgiveness flows through me,  my bit terness l i fts  and is  replaced with joy.   
So,  with trepidat ion,  I  said “yes” to this  crazy long-johns scheme.

I  thought ,  “OK God,  i f  you want me to buy her long-johns.   I  guess that  is  
what I  wi l l  do.”   I  fe l t  l ike I  should buy nice ones so I  headed out to REI .   
When I  arr ived at  the store there was a big rounder of  choices.   Because 
th is  woman is  fu l l-figured,  I  d idn’t  want to offend her by buying a s ize too 
big or  too smal l .   I  asked God to show me.   I  kept looking,  asking Him to 
show me the pair.   When I  saw the XL purple Patagonia long- johns,  I  just  
knew they were the r ight  choice.

I t  was Chr istmas season.   Since I  love al l  th ings wrapped,  I  took some t ime 
to make the gi ft  look specia l ,  maybe then she wouldn’t  th ink I  was crazy.   
When I  saw her at  school ,  I  awkwardly handed her the gi ft  and told her 
that  God wanted me to give her this .   She looked puzzled.

As she opened the gi ft ,  her  countenance softened.  This strong,  hard 
woman explained that  she had been working nights on the cold winter  
runway for  FedEx.   She had been freezing.   And through tears,  she smi led 
and said,  “Purple is  my favor i te color !”

Lesl ie  and this  woman now know that God loves us specifical ly  and 
indiv idual ly.  They wi l l  never forget .  This message of  t ruth to them is  the 
frui t  of  a woman abiding in His love,  l istening and obeying.   Praise God!  

He cares for  those who are hur t ing and cold.   He is  invit ing us to come IN 
HIM to do the same!

As you abide and pray,  is  God repeat ing messages or  commands for  you 
to do something specific?  I f  so,  what?

I f  not ,  pray that  God wi l l  help you hear his  direct ion.   One star t ing point  is  
asking Him whom he wants you to love today.  Abide In Him, y ie ld your 
k ingdom to His,  rest  and ask .

Let’s  be reminded about the Author and Creator  of  ALL.   He is the one 
who is continual .

“And this  is  what He promised us--eternal  l i fe .”  1 John 2:25

“But you,  O Lord,  are a shie ld about me,  my glor y,  and the l i fter  of  my 
head.  I  cr ied aloud to the Lord,  and He answered me from His holy hi l l .”  
Psalm 3:3

“For I  am sure that  neither  death nor l i fe ,  nor  angels nor rulers,  nor  things 
present nor things to come,  nor powers,  nor  height nor depth,  nor  
anything else in a l l  creat ion,  wi l l  be able to separate us from the love of  
God in  Chr ist  Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 8:38-39

ALWAYS; WITHOUT CEASING; IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  and give thanks in a l l  
c i rcumstances;  for this is  the wil l  of  God IN Christ Jesus  for  you.”  
1Thessalonians 5:17-18

There are few places in the bible where the wi l l  of  God is  stated more 
direct ly :  “For this  is  the wi l l  of  God IN Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”

Rejoice a lways…pray without ceasing….  give thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances.

Obviously,  God wi l l  bear plent i fu l  f ru i t  through us whi le we are a lways 
abiding in Chr ist  -  re jo ic ing,  praying and giv ing thanks.   And,  i f  you are 
l ike most of  us,  at  t imes,  cal ls  for  spir i tual  consistency l ike this  f rustrate 
us because we feel  we cannot do i t .

THE POWER FOR “ALWAYS”

Good news!   God is  not  asking us to be the dr iv ing force to accompl ish His 
wi l l .   He is  asking us to y ie ld to the power and consistency that  He offers.   
He (the v ine)  wi l l  bear f ru i t  through us ( the branch)  by His Holy Spir i t .

“ I t  is  because of Him  you are in Chr ist  Jesus.”  1Cor1:30;  

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes  us with you in Chr ist .”  2Cor1:21;  

“And I  am sure of  th is ,  that  he who began a good work in you  wi l l  br ing 
i t  to complet ion at  the day of  Jesus Chr ist .”  Phi l ippians 1:6

Who is  the power behind the invitat ion to abide cont inual ly?  

Pick one of  the previous scr iptures and write i t  out  –  inser t  your name in 
place of  the pronoun “you” or  “us”.

Receive this  prayer f rom the Apost le Paul :  

“We have not ceased to pray for  you,  asking that  you may be fil led with 
the knowledge of  h is  wi l l  in  a l l  spir i tual  wisdom and understanding,  so as 
to walk in a manner wor thy of  the Lord,  fu l ly  pleasing to Him: bear ing frui t  
in  ever y good work and increasing in the knowledge of  God;  being 
strengthened with a l l  power,  according to his  glor ious might ,  for  a l l  
endurance and pat ience with joy;  g iv ing thanks to the Father,  who has 
qual ified you to share in the inher i tance of  the saints in l ight .  He has 
del ivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son,  in  whom we have redemption,  the 
forgiveness of  s ins.”  Colossians 1:9-13

From whom is  the power to fu lfi l l  th is  prayer?

Please go back through the scr ipture above and under l ine a l l  the blessings 
Paul  is  praying for  us to receive.

Slow yourself  for  a moment and write a prayer of  thanksgiv ing to God for  
lovingly cal l ing you to Himself.  Be at  peace in His work on your behalf.   
Thank Him for  drawing you to Himself  and for  being the power -  
complet ing His workmanship in you.  “For we are his  workmanship,  created 
IN Christ Jesus  for  good works,  which God prepared beforehand,  that  we 
should walk in them.”  Ephesians 2:10

HINDRANCES

As you read the scr ipture below, pray that  God wi l l  show you things that  
are hinder ing you from abiding IN Chr ist  without ceasing.   Because this  
scr ipture is  ver y fami l iar  to many of  us,  we are at  r isk of  sk imming and 
missing fresh words from our Lord.   Digest  each phrase,  abide in His love 
– l isten and fol low His direct ion.

The Parable of  the Sower (Matthew 13)

“That same day Jesus went out  of  the house and sat  beside the sea.  And 
great  crowds gathered about Him, so that  he got into a boat and sat  down. 
And the whole crowd stood on the beach.  And he told them many things 
in parables,  saying:  “A sower went out  to sow. And as he sowed,  some 
seeds fe l l  a long the path,  and the birds came and devoured them. Other 
seeds fe l l  on rocky ground,  where they did not  have much soi l ,  and imme-
diately they sprang up,  s ince they had no depth of  soi l ,  but  when the sun 
rose they were scorched.  And s ince they had no root ,  they withered away.  
Other seeds fe l l  among thorns,  and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
Other seeds fe l l  on good soi l  and produced grain,  some a hundredfold,  
some sixty,  some thir ty.  He who has ears,  let  h im hear.”

The Parable of  the Sower Explained

“Hear then the parable of  the sower :  When anyone hears the word of  the 
k ingdom and does not understand i t ,  the evi l  one comes and snatches 
away what has been sown in his  hear t .  This is  what was sown along the 
path.  As for  what was sown on rocky ground,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and immediately receives i t  with joy,  yet  he has no root  in himself,  
but  endures for  a whi le ,  and when tr ibulat ion or  persecut ion ar ises on 
account of  the word,  immediately he fa l ls  away.  As for  what was sown 
among thorns,  th is  is  the one who hears the word,  but  the cares of  the 
world and the deceit fu lness of  r iches choke the word,  and i t  proves un-
f ru i t fu l .  As for  what was sown on good soi l ,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and understands i t .  He indeed bears fru i t  and yie lds,  in  one case a 
hundredfold,  in  another s ixty,  and in another thir ty.”

What did God i l luminate to you in this  scr ipture?  

ENCOURAGEMENT

From the firm foundat ion of  God’s power to establ ish us IN  Him,  let ’s  rest  
and l isten.  Andrew Murray wrote (paraphrased) :

“Many of  us admit  that  i t  is  a blessed pr iv i lege and duty to abide in Chr ist ,  
and yet  we quest ion:  Is  i t  possible ,  a  l i fe  of  unbroken fe l lowship with the 
Savior?”   Maybe saint ly  Chr ist ians wi l l  at ta in i t ;  but ,  for  the large major i ty  
of  d isc iples,  whose l i fe  is  so ful ly  occupied,  i t  can hardly be expected.   Yet ,  
the more they hear of  th is  l i fe ,  the deeper their  sense of  i ts  glor y – there 
is  nothing they would not sacr ifice to par take of  i t .   But they are too weak,  
too unfaithful  –  they never can grasp i t .

Dear souls !  Abiding in Christ is  meant for the weak!   I t  is  so beaut i fu l ly  
suited to our feebleness.   Abiding is  not  the doing of  some great  thing and 
does not demand that  we first  lead a holy and devoted l i fe .   No,  i t  is  s imply 
weakness entrust ing i tsel f  to the Mighty One to be kept – the unfaithful  
person cast ing himself  on The One who is  t rustwor thy and per fect .   
Abiding in Him is  not  a work that  we have to do to enjoy His salvat ion.  I t  
is  consent ing to let  Him do al l  for  us,  and in us,  and through us.   I t  is  a 
work He does for  us – the frui t  and power of  His redeeming love.   Our par t  
is  s imply to y ie ld,  to trust ,  and to wait  for  what He has planned to 
per form.

Abide in me:  These words are not  the Law of  Moses,  demanding behaviors 
than cannot be per formed.  These words are the command of  love,  a 
promise of  a di f ferent shape.   Think of  th is  unt i l  a l l  feel ings of  burden and 
fear  and despair  go away,  and the first  thought that  comes to you as you 
hear of  abiding in Jesus is  one of  br ight  and joyful  hope – i t  is  for  me,  you 
say,  I  know I  wi l l  enjoy i t .    You are not under the law, with its 
unstoppable Do, but under grace,  the blessed gift  of bel ieving what 
Christ wil l  do.”

From the reading above,  what phrases or  thoughts stand-out to you?

Why do you think these phrases or  thoughts are af fect ing you?

If  God is  the one who is  “responsible”  for  establ ishing us In Him, what is  
your ro le?

EACH MOMENT

Andrew Murray has helped so many bel ievers to understand the loving 
invitat ion to abide In Jesus.   He writes,  “And to a l l  who desire to learn the 
blessed ar t  of  l iv ing only a moment at  a t ime,  we want to say:  The way to 
learn i t  is  to exercise yourself  in  l iv ing in the present moment .  Each t ime 
your at tent ion is  f ree to occupy i tsel f  with the thought of  Jesus -  whether 
i t  be with t ime to think and pray,  or  only for  a few passing seconds -  let  
your first  thought be to say:  Now, at  th is  moment ,  I  do abide in Jesus.  Use 
such t ime,  not  in vain regrets that  you have not been abiding ful ly,  or  st i l l  
more hur t ful  fears that  you wi l l  not  be able to abide,  but  just  at  once take 
the posit ion the Father has given you:  " I  am in Chr ist ;  th is  is  the place God 
has given me.  I  accept i t ;  here I  rest ;  I  do now abide in Jesus."  This is  the 
way to learn to abide continual ly.”

How can we abide cont inual ly?  By let t ing God’s love for  us do i ts  work in 
and through us.   Our abiding is  a work that  God under takes.   Let’s  y ie ld to 
His work of  empowering us to abide.

 “Because of Him you are in Christ Jesus ,  who became to us wisdom from 
God,  r ighteousness and sanct ificat ion and redemption,  so that ,  as i t  is  
writ ten,  “Let  the one who boasts,  boast  in the Lord.”  1Corinthians 
1:30-31

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes us with you in Christ ,  and has anointed us,  
and who has also put his  seal  on us and given us His Spir i t  in  our hear ts 
as a guarantee.”  2Corinthians 1:21-22

Write your prayer of  re jo ic ing and thanksgiv ing.   Ask God to empower you 
to abide IN Jesus and bear much frui t :

22ABIDE IN JESUS  |  HOW CAN I  ABIDE CONTINUALLY?



Before we answer the quest ion,  let ’s  be reminded of  our posit ion.

Before the Throne of  God By Char i t ie  Lees Bancroft  (1841-1892)

“Before the throne of  God above,  I  have a strong and per fect  plea,  a  great  
High Pr iest  whose name is  “Love,”  who ever l ives and pleads for  me.   My 
name is  graven on His hands,  my name is  writ ten on His hear t ;  I  know that  
whi le in heaven He stands no tongue can bid me thence depar t .
  
When Satan temps me to despair,  and te l ls  me of  the gui l t  within,  upward 
I  look and see Him there who made an end to a l l  my s in .   Because the 
s in less savior  died,  my s inful  soul  is  counted free;  for  God,  the just ,  is  
sat isfied to look on Him and pardon me.

Behold Him there!  The r isen Lamb, my per fect ,  spot less Righteousness,  
the great  unchangeable I  AM, the King of  glor y and of  grace!   One with 
Himself  I  cannot die,  my soul is  purchased by His blood; my l i fe is  hid 
with Christ on high,  with Christ ,  my savior and my God.”

Abiding invites us to give up our fa lse sense of  independence and 
self-sufficiency.  Stop tr y ing to be k ing.  Accept His invitat ion into His 
kingdom IN Him – loving,  rest ing,  remaining,  obeying and bear ing frui t .

Abiding is  act ive.   Because we can’t  ser ve two masters,  we must stop 
running around ser ving ourselves.  Recogniz ing that  we are incapable of  
being a r ighteous and wise lord,  let ’s  give up our feeble k ingdom for  His 
per fect  Kingdom. In humil i ty  and grat i tude,  let ’s  accept his  unbel ievable 
invitat ion to be in cont inual  IN t imacy with Him – the per fect  and eternal  
King.

In this  abiding re lat ionship,  we rest  in Him, l isten to Him, and through His 
power,  we obey His Word for  His glor y,  our  good,  and the good of  others.

WE ARE DEPENDENT

John the Bapt ist  said,  “A man can receive only what is  given him from 
heaven.”  John 3:27

The Apost le Paul  wrote,  “For by Him (Jesus)  a l l  th ings were created,  in  
heaven and on ear th,  v is ib le and invis ible ,  whether thrones or  dominions 
or  ru lers or  author i t ies—al l  th ings were created through Him and for  Him. 
And He is  before a l l  th ings,  and in Him al l  things hold together.”  
Colossians 1:16-17

Jesus said,  “Apar t  f rom me,  you can do nothing.”  John 15:5

Paul  Mi l ler  wrote:  “ I f  you are not  praying,  then you are quiet ly  confident 
that  t ime,  money,  and ta lent  are a l l  you need in l i fe .  You' l l  a lways be a 
l i t t le  too t i red,  a l i t t le  too busy.  But ,  i f  l ike Jesus you real ize you can't  do 
l i fe  on your own,  then no matter  how busy,  no matter  how t i red you are,  
you wi l l  find the t ime to pray.”

Have you come to the point  in your l i fe  where you know you are truly 
dependent on God?

If  not ,  wri te out  a prayer of  confession for  the t imes when you are 
depending on yourself.   Accept His invitat ion to be your King.

IN HUMILITY WE YIELD OUR KINGDOM

Abiding in Chr ist  is  s imply humbl ing oneself  to be empowered by Jesus 
and staying there.  This is  the first  step to posit ion our hear ts and minds to 
al low Him IN us and us IN Him.

Jesus star ts his  sermon on the mount with,  “Blessed are the poor in spir i t ,  
for  theirs  is  the k ingdom of  heaven.”  Matthew 5:3.  Jesus is  teaching us 
that  the s imple act  of  humbl ing ourselves wi l l  posit ion us to receive Him 
and His Kingdom.

Many Chr ist ians understand the extent to which Jesus has c la imed their  
l i fe .  Paul  wri tes “ I  have been crucified with Chr ist .  I t  is  no longer I  who 
l ive,  but  Chr ist  who l ives in me.  And the l i fe  I  now l ive in the flesh I  l ive by 
fa i th in the Son of  God,  who loved me and gave Himself  for  me.”  (Galat ians 
2:20) We know this  is  our spir i tual  status,  yet  we struggle to consistent ly  
l ive-out ,  “ I  no longer l ive,  Chr ist  l ives in me”.   We struggle because our “ I”  
wants to be k ing.   We think we are sufficient  without Him.

Jesus said in prayer to the Father,  “Not my wi l l  but  yours be done,”  and 
“Your k ingdom come on ear th as i t  is  in  heaven.”   Oh God,  help us!   Our 
k ingdoms are pathet ic  –  Yours is  per fect  and forever.

Please pray this  prayer with us again.   Feel  f ree to modify i t  to make i t  
yours:  personal  and transparent .

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing of  a broken 
k ingdom. I  accept your invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you 
want to give.   Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your 
wi l l .   In  Jesus’  Name.  Amen.”

What is  keeping you from a deeper y ie lding to Chr ist?

Please write your prayer to God to help you to be wil l ing  to ident i fy  and 
remove any barr iers that  hinder your fu l l  submission to His Kingdom.  He 
loves when we give our wi l l  to Him. He is  k ind,  gent le ,  and gracious with 
our submission.  

Now, we are in a posit ion to abide…

REST IN HIS LOVE

Jesus said,  “Behold,  I  stand at  the door and knock .  I f  anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door,  I  wi l l  come in to him  and eat  with him,  and he 
with me.”  Revelat ion 3:20

Jesus said,  “Come to me,  a l l  who labor and are heavy laden,  and I  wi l l  g ive 
you rest .  Take my yoke upon you,  and learn from me,  for  I  am gent le and 
lowly in hear t ,  and you wi l l  find rest  for  your souls.  For  my yoke is  easy,  
and my burden is  l ight .”  Matthew 11:28

Rest for  our souls !   Is  that  not  our deep common need?

Notice that  at tached to God’s promise of  rest ,  there is  only the condit ion 
of  y ie lding to His direct ion and teaching.   He assures us that  He is  gent le 
and humble.   To trumpet the promise,  He says a second t ime that  He wi l l  
g ive us rest .

Someone from a crowd asked Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the 
works of  God?” Jesus answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you 
bel ieve in Him whom he has sent .”  John 6:28-29

Our first  and dai ly  repeated “work” to abide in Chr ist  is  bel ieving that  God 
sent Jesus to remove us from the dominion of  Satan and establ ish us in his  
per fect  and loving Kingdom – IN Him.

What phrase or  thought from above stands out to you?

Write your abiding prayer of  rest ing in Chr ist .   Ask Him to guide you to 
“work” first  in bel ieving that  He is  what He says He is .

REMAIN IN HIS LOVE, LISTEN TO HIM, OBEY HIS DIRECTION

As we stay in His easy yoke,  the gent le creator  of  the universe guides us 
to work in His wi l l .   The yoke is  only di fficult  when we resist  i t .   His yoke 
is  easy because He is  the King – He does not need our physical  or  mental  
power to accompl ish His wi l l .   He is  lovingly invit ing us to par t ic ipate with 
Him.  We pray that  you hear that  truth:  The Creator  and Sustainer  of  the 
universe is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate in His holy and loving pursuits !

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Thess 5:16

“God is  able to make al l  grace abound to you,  so that  having al l  sufficiency 
in  a l l  th ings at  a l l  t imes,  you may abound in ever y good work .” ’  
2Cor inthians 9:8

BEARING FRUIT

Jesus said,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever 
you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  
you bear much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.”

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:  
“As I  entered the hal lway to pick up my boys from school ,  there was the 
woman:  big,  ta l l  and loud.   I  was glad that  I  was near the back of  the l ine 
and not next  to her.   For  the har vest  par ty,  she brought in big 
poster-board witches.  I  hate witches.  I  steered c lear  of  her  most days.

One morning,  dur ing my prayer t ime,  I  was asking God who He wanted me 
to love that  day.   Her face came quickly to mind.  Hmm…  “Real ly  God?”  I  
let  i t  s ink in .   And then I  asked,  “How?”  I  fe l t  l ike God told me to buy her 
long-johns.   

“Nope.”  This is  my usual  response to some of  th ings He asks me to do.  But ,  
t ime and again,  what He asks,  He suppl ies.  He often asks me to forgive 
people that  I  have no forgiveness toward.   When I  do what He asks,  His 
forgiveness flows through me,  my bit terness l i fts  and is  replaced with joy.   
So,  with trepidat ion,  I  said “yes” to this  crazy long-johns scheme.

I  thought ,  “OK God,  i f  you want me to buy her long-johns.   I  guess that  is  
what I  wi l l  do.”   I  fe l t  l ike I  should buy nice ones so I  headed out to REI .   
When I  arr ived at  the store there was a big rounder of  choices.   Because 
th is  woman is  fu l l-figured,  I  d idn’t  want to offend her by buying a s ize too 
big or  too smal l .   I  asked God to show me.   I  kept looking,  asking Him to 
show me the pair.   When I  saw the XL purple Patagonia long- johns,  I  just  
knew they were the r ight  choice.

I t  was Chr istmas season.   Since I  love al l  th ings wrapped,  I  took some t ime 
to make the gi ft  look specia l ,  maybe then she wouldn’t  th ink I  was crazy.   
When I  saw her at  school ,  I  awkwardly handed her the gi ft  and told her 
that  God wanted me to give her this .   She looked puzzled.

As she opened the gi ft ,  her  countenance softened.  This strong,  hard 
woman explained that  she had been working nights on the cold winter  
runway for  FedEx.   She had been freezing.   And through tears,  she smi led 
and said,  “Purple is  my favor i te color !”

Lesl ie  and this  woman now know that God loves us specifical ly  and 
indiv idual ly.  They wi l l  never forget .  This message of  t ruth to them is  the 
frui t  of  a woman abiding in His love,  l istening and obeying.   Praise God!  

He cares for  those who are hur t ing and cold.   He is  invit ing us to come IN 
HIM to do the same!

As you abide and pray,  is  God repeat ing messages or  commands for  you 
to do something specific?  I f  so,  what?

I f  not ,  pray that  God wi l l  help you hear his  direct ion.   One star t ing point  is  
asking Him whom he wants you to love today.  Abide In Him, y ie ld your 
k ingdom to His,  rest  and ask .

Let’s  be reminded about the Author and Creator  of  ALL.   He is the one 
who is continual .

“And this  is  what He promised us--eternal  l i fe .”  1 John 2:25

“But you,  O Lord,  are a shie ld about me,  my glor y,  and the l i fter  of  my 
head.  I  cr ied aloud to the Lord,  and He answered me from His holy hi l l .”  
Psalm 3:3

“For I  am sure that  neither  death nor l i fe ,  nor  angels nor rulers,  nor  things 
present nor things to come,  nor powers,  nor  height nor depth,  nor  
anything else in a l l  creat ion,  wi l l  be able to separate us from the love of  
God in  Chr ist  Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 8:38-39

ALWAYS; WITHOUT CEASING; IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  and give thanks in a l l  
c i rcumstances;  for this is  the wil l  of  God IN Christ Jesus  for  you.”  
1Thessalonians 5:17-18

There are few places in the bible where the wi l l  of  God is  stated more 
direct ly :  “For this  is  the wi l l  of  God IN Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”

Rejoice a lways…pray without ceasing….  give thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances.

Obviously,  God wi l l  bear plent i fu l  f ru i t  through us whi le we are a lways 
abiding in Chr ist  -  re jo ic ing,  praying and giv ing thanks.   And,  i f  you are 
l ike most of  us,  at  t imes,  cal ls  for  spir i tual  consistency l ike this  f rustrate 
us because we feel  we cannot do i t .

THE POWER FOR “ALWAYS”

Good news!   God is  not  asking us to be the dr iv ing force to accompl ish His 
wi l l .   He is  asking us to y ie ld to the power and consistency that  He offers.   
He (the v ine)  wi l l  bear f ru i t  through us ( the branch)  by His Holy Spir i t .

“ I t  is  because of Him  you are in Chr ist  Jesus.”  1Cor1:30;  

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes  us with you in Chr ist .”  2Cor1:21;  

“And I  am sure of  th is ,  that  he who began a good work in you  wi l l  br ing 
i t  to complet ion at  the day of  Jesus Chr ist .”  Phi l ippians 1:6

Who is  the power behind the invitat ion to abide cont inual ly?  

Pick one of  the previous scr iptures and write i t  out  –  inser t  your name in 
place of  the pronoun “you” or  “us”.

Receive this  prayer f rom the Apost le Paul :  

“We have not ceased to pray for  you,  asking that  you may be fil led with 
the knowledge of  h is  wi l l  in  a l l  spir i tual  wisdom and understanding,  so as 
to walk in a manner wor thy of  the Lord,  fu l ly  pleasing to Him: bear ing frui t  
in  ever y good work and increasing in the knowledge of  God;  being 
strengthened with a l l  power,  according to his  glor ious might ,  for  a l l  
endurance and pat ience with joy;  g iv ing thanks to the Father,  who has 
qual ified you to share in the inher i tance of  the saints in l ight .  He has 
del ivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son,  in  whom we have redemption,  the 
forgiveness of  s ins.”  Colossians 1:9-13

From whom is  the power to fu lfi l l  th is  prayer?

Please go back through the scr ipture above and under l ine a l l  the blessings 
Paul  is  praying for  us to receive.

Slow yourself  for  a moment and write a prayer of  thanksgiv ing to God for  
lovingly cal l ing you to Himself.  Be at  peace in His work on your behalf.   
Thank Him for  drawing you to Himself  and for  being the power -  
complet ing His workmanship in you.  “For we are his  workmanship,  created 
IN Christ Jesus  for  good works,  which God prepared beforehand,  that  we 
should walk in them.”  Ephesians 2:10

HINDRANCES

As you read the scr ipture below, pray that  God wi l l  show you things that  
are hinder ing you from abiding IN Chr ist  without ceasing.   Because this  
scr ipture is  ver y fami l iar  to many of  us,  we are at  r isk of  sk imming and 
missing fresh words from our Lord.   Digest  each phrase,  abide in His love 
– l isten and fol low His direct ion.

The Parable of  the Sower (Matthew 13)

“That same day Jesus went out  of  the house and sat  beside the sea.  And 
great  crowds gathered about Him, so that  he got into a boat and sat  down. 
And the whole crowd stood on the beach.  And he told them many things 
in parables,  saying:  “A sower went out  to sow. And as he sowed,  some 
seeds fe l l  a long the path,  and the birds came and devoured them. Other 
seeds fe l l  on rocky ground,  where they did not  have much soi l ,  and imme-
diately they sprang up,  s ince they had no depth of  soi l ,  but  when the sun 
rose they were scorched.  And s ince they had no root ,  they withered away.  
Other seeds fe l l  among thorns,  and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
Other seeds fe l l  on good soi l  and produced grain,  some a hundredfold,  
some sixty,  some thir ty.  He who has ears,  let  h im hear.”

The Parable of  the Sower Explained

“Hear then the parable of  the sower :  When anyone hears the word of  the 
k ingdom and does not understand i t ,  the evi l  one comes and snatches 
away what has been sown in his  hear t .  This is  what was sown along the 
path.  As for  what was sown on rocky ground,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and immediately receives i t  with joy,  yet  he has no root  in himself,  
but  endures for  a whi le ,  and when tr ibulat ion or  persecut ion ar ises on 
account of  the word,  immediately he fa l ls  away.  As for  what was sown 
among thorns,  th is  is  the one who hears the word,  but  the cares of  the 
world and the deceit fu lness of  r iches choke the word,  and i t  proves un-
f ru i t fu l .  As for  what was sown on good soi l ,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and understands i t .  He indeed bears frui t  and yie lds,  in  one case a 
hundredfold,  in  another s ixty,  and in another thir ty.”

What did God i l luminate to you in this  scr ipture?  

ENCOURAGEMENT

From the firm foundat ion of  God’s power to establ ish us IN  Him,  let ’s  rest  
and l isten.  Andrew Murray wrote (paraphrased) :

“Many of  us admit  that  i t  is  a blessed pr iv i lege and duty to abide in Chr ist ,  
and yet  we quest ion:  Is  i t  possible ,  a  l i fe  of  unbroken fe l lowship with the 
Savior?”   Maybe saint ly  Chr ist ians wi l l  at ta in i t ;  but ,  for  the large major i ty  
of  d isc iples,  whose l i fe  is  so ful ly  occupied,  i t  can hardly be expected.   Yet ,  
the more they hear of  th is  l i fe ,  the deeper their  sense of  i ts  glor y – there 
is  nothing they would not sacr ifice to par take of  i t .   But they are too weak,  
too unfaithful  –  they never can grasp i t .

Dear souls !  Abiding in Christ is  meant for the weak!   I t  is  so beaut i fu l ly  
suited to our feebleness.   Abiding is  not  the doing of  some great  thing and 
does not demand that  we first  lead a holy and devoted l i fe .   No,  i t  is  s imply 
weakness entrust ing i tsel f  to the Mighty One to be kept – the unfaithful  
person cast ing himself  on The One who is  t rustwor thy and per fect .   
Abiding in Him is  not  a work that  we have to do to enjoy His salvat ion.  I t  
is  consent ing to let  Him do al l  for  us,  and in us,  and through us.   I t  is  a 
work He does for  us – the frui t  and power of  His redeeming love.   Our par t  
is  s imply to y ie ld,  to trust ,  and to wait  for  what He has planned to 
per form.

Abide in me:  These words are not  the Law of  Moses,  demanding behaviors 
than cannot be per formed.  These words are the command of  love,  a 
promise of  a di f ferent shape.   Think of  th is  unt i l  a l l  feel ings of  burden and 
fear  and despair  go away,  and the first  thought that  comes to you as you 
hear of  abiding in Jesus is  one of  br ight  and joyful  hope – i t  is  for  me,  you 
say,  I  know I  wi l l  enjoy i t .    You are not under the law, with its 
unstoppable Do, but under grace,  the blessed gift  of bel ieving what 
Christ wil l  do.”

From the reading above,  what phrases or  thoughts stand-out to you?

Why do you think these phrases or  thoughts are af fect ing you?

If  God is  the one who is  “responsible”  for  establ ishing us In Him, what is  
your ro le?

EACH MOMENT

Andrew Murray has helped so many bel ievers to understand the loving 
invitat ion to abide In Jesus.   He writes,  “And to a l l  who desire to learn the 
blessed ar t  of  l iv ing only a moment at  a t ime,  we want to say:  The way to 
learn i t  is  to exercise yourself  in  l iv ing in the present moment .  Each t ime 
your at tent ion is  f ree to occupy i tsel f  with the thought of  Jesus -  whether 
i t  be with t ime to think and pray,  or  only for  a few passing seconds -  let  
your first  thought be to say:  Now, at  th is  moment ,  I  do abide in Jesus.  Use 
such t ime,  not  in vain regrets that  you have not been abiding ful ly,  or  st i l l  
more hur t ful  fears that  you wi l l  not  be able to abide,  but  just  at  once take 
the posit ion the Father has given you:  " I  am in Chr ist ;  th is  is  the place God 
has given me.  I  accept i t ;  here I  rest ;  I  do now abide in Jesus."  This is  the 
way to learn to abide continual ly.”

How can we abide cont inual ly?  By let t ing God’s love for  us do i ts  work in 
and through us.   Our abiding is  a work that  God under takes.   Let’s  y ie ld to 
His work of  empowering us to abide.

 “Because of Him you are in Christ Jesus ,  who became to us wisdom from 
God,  r ighteousness and sanct ificat ion and redemption,  so that ,  as i t  is  
writ ten,  “Let  the one who boasts,  boast  in the Lord.”  1Corinthians 
1:30-31

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes us with you in Christ ,  and has anointed us,  
and who has also put his  seal  on us and given us His Spir i t  in  our hear ts 
as a guarantee.”  2Corinthians 1:21-22

Write your prayer of  re jo ic ing and thanksgiv ing.   Ask God to empower you 
to abide IN Jesus and bear much frui t :
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Before we answer the quest ion,  let ’s  be reminded of  our posit ion.

Before the Throne of  God By Char i t ie  Lees Bancroft  (1841-1892)

“Before the throne of  God above,  I  have a strong and per fect  plea,  a  great  
High Pr iest  whose name is  “Love,”  who ever l ives and pleads for  me.   My 
name is  graven on His hands,  my name is  writ ten on His hear t ;  I  know that  
whi le in heaven He stands no tongue can bid me thence depar t .
  
When Satan temps me to despair,  and te l ls  me of  the gui l t  within,  upward 
I  look and see Him there who made an end to a l l  my s in .   Because the 
s in less savior  died,  my s inful  soul  is  counted free;  for  God,  the just ,  is  
sat isfied to look on Him and pardon me.

Behold Him there!  The r isen Lamb, my per fect ,  spot less Righteousness,  
the great  unchangeable I  AM, the King of  glor y and of  grace!   One with 
Himself  I  cannot die,  my soul is  purchased by His blood; my l i fe is  hid 
with Christ on high,  with Christ ,  my savior and my God.”

Abiding invites us to give up our fa lse sense of  independence and 
self-sufficiency.  Stop tr y ing to be k ing.  Accept His invitat ion into His 
kingdom IN Him – loving,  rest ing,  remaining,  obeying and bear ing frui t .

Abiding is  act ive.   Because we can’t  ser ve two masters,  we must stop 
running around ser ving ourselves.  Recogniz ing that  we are incapable of  
being a r ighteous and wise lord,  let ’s  give up our feeble k ingdom for  His 
per fect  Kingdom. In humil i ty  and grat i tude,  let ’s  accept his  unbel ievable 
invitat ion to be in cont inual  IN t imacy with Him – the per fect  and eternal  
King.

In this  abiding re lat ionship,  we rest  in Him, l isten to Him, and through His 
power,  we obey His Word for  His glor y,  our  good,  and the good of  others.

WE ARE DEPENDENT

John the Bapt ist  said,  “A man can receive only what is  given him from 
heaven.”  John 3:27

The Apost le Paul  wrote,  “For by Him (Jesus)  a l l  th ings were created,  in  
heaven and on ear th,  v is ib le and invis ible ,  whether thrones or  dominions 
or  ru lers or  author i t ies—al l  th ings were created through Him and for  Him. 
And He is  before a l l  th ings,  and in Him al l  things hold together.”  
Colossians 1:16-17

Jesus said,  “Apar t  f rom me,  you can do nothing.”  John 15:5

Paul  Mi l ler  wrote:  “ I f  you are not  praying,  then you are quiet ly  confident 
that  t ime,  money,  and ta lent  are a l l  you need in l i fe .  You' l l  a lways be a 
l i t t le  too t i red,  a l i t t le  too busy.  But ,  i f  l ike Jesus you real ize you can't  do 
l i fe  on your own,  then no matter  how busy,  no matter  how t i red you are,  
you wi l l  find the t ime to pray.”

Have you come to the point  in your l i fe  where you know you are truly 
dependent on God?

If  not ,  wri te out  a prayer of  confession for  the t imes when you are 
depending on yourself.   Accept His invitat ion to be your King.

IN HUMILITY WE YIELD OUR KINGDOM

Abiding in Chr ist  is  s imply humbl ing oneself  to be empowered by Jesus 
and staying there.  This is  the first  step to posit ion our hear ts and minds to 
al low Him IN us and us IN Him.

Jesus star ts his  sermon on the mount with,  “Blessed are the poor in spir i t ,  
for  theirs  is  the k ingdom of  heaven.”  Matthew 5:3.  Jesus is  teaching us 
that  the s imple act  of  humbl ing ourselves wi l l  posit ion us to receive Him 
and His Kingdom.

Many Chr ist ians understand the extent to which Jesus has c la imed their  
l i fe .  Paul  wri tes “ I  have been crucified with Chr ist .  I t  is  no longer I  who 
l ive,  but  Chr ist  who l ives in me.  And the l i fe  I  now l ive in the flesh I  l ive by 
fa i th in the Son of  God,  who loved me and gave Himself  for  me.”  (Galat ians 
2:20) We know this  is  our spir i tual  status,  yet  we struggle to consistent ly  
l ive-out ,  “ I  no longer l ive,  Chr ist  l ives in me”.   We struggle because our “ I”  
wants to be k ing.   We think we are sufficient  without Him.

Jesus said in prayer to the Father,  “Not my wi l l  but  yours be done,”  and 
“Your k ingdom come on ear th as i t  is  in  heaven.”   Oh God,  help us!   Our 
k ingdoms are pathet ic  –  Yours is  per fect  and forever.

Please pray this  prayer with us again.   Feel  f ree to modify i t  to make i t  
yours:  personal  and transparent .

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing of  a broken 
k ingdom. I  accept your invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you 
want to give.   Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your 
wi l l .   In  Jesus’  Name.  Amen.”

What is  keeping you from a deeper y ie lding to Chr ist?

Please write your prayer to God to help you to be wil l ing  to ident i fy  and 
remove any barr iers that  hinder your fu l l  submission to His Kingdom.  He 
loves when we give our wi l l  to Him. He is  k ind,  gent le ,  and gracious with 
our submission.  

Now, we are in a posit ion to abide…

REST IN HIS LOVE

Jesus said,  “Behold,  I  stand at  the door and knock .  I f  anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door,  I  wi l l  come in to him  and eat  with him,  and he 
with me.”  Revelat ion 3:20

Jesus said,  “Come to me,  a l l  who labor and are heavy laden,  and I  wi l l  g ive 
you rest .  Take my yoke upon you,  and learn from me,  for  I  am gent le and 
lowly in hear t ,  and you wi l l  find rest  for  your souls.  For  my yoke is  easy,  
and my burden is  l ight .”  Matthew 11:28

Rest for  our souls !   Is  that  not  our deep common need?

Notice that  at tached to God’s promise of  rest ,  there is  only the condit ion 
of  y ie lding to His direct ion and teaching.   He assures us that  He is  gent le 
and humble.   To trumpet the promise,  He says a second t ime that  He wi l l  
g ive us rest .

Someone from a crowd asked Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the 
works of  God?” Jesus answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you 
bel ieve in Him whom he has sent .”  John 6:28-29

Our first  and dai ly  repeated “work” to abide in Chr ist  is  bel ieving that  God 
sent Jesus to remove us from the dominion of  Satan and establ ish us in his  
per fect  and loving Kingdom – IN Him.

What phrase or  thought from above stands out to you?

Write your abiding prayer of  rest ing in Chr ist .   Ask Him to guide you to 
“work” first  in bel ieving that  He is  what He says He is .

REMAIN IN HIS LOVE, LISTEN TO HIM, OBEY HIS DIRECTION

As we stay in His easy yoke,  the gent le creator  of  the universe guides us 
to work in His wi l l .   The yoke is  only di fficult  when we resist  i t .   His yoke 
is  easy because He is  the King – He does not need our physical  or  mental  
power to accompl ish His wi l l .   He is  lovingly invit ing us to par t ic ipate with 
Him.  We pray that  you hear that  truth:  The Creator  and Sustainer  of  the 
universe is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate in His holy and loving pursuits !

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Thess 5:16

“God is  able to make al l  grace abound to you,  so that  having al l  sufficiency 
in  a l l  th ings at  a l l  t imes,  you may abound in ever y good work .” ’  
2Cor inthians 9:8

BEARING FRUIT

Jesus said,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever 
you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  
you bear much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.”

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:  
“As I  entered the hal lway to pick up my boys from school ,  there was the 
woman:  big,  ta l l  and loud.   I  was glad that  I  was near the back of  the l ine 
and not next  to her.   For  the har vest  par ty,  she brought in big 
poster-board witches.  I  hate witches.  I  steered c lear  of  her  most days.

One morning,  dur ing my prayer t ime,  I  was asking God who He wanted me 
to love that  day.   Her face came quickly to mind.  Hmm…  “Real ly  God?”  I  
let  i t  s ink in .   And then I  asked,  “How?”  I  fe l t  l ike God told me to buy her 
long-johns.   

“Nope.”  This is  my usual  response to some of  th ings He asks me to do.  But ,  
t ime and again,  what He asks,  He suppl ies.  He often asks me to forgive 
people that  I  have no forgiveness toward.   When I  do what He asks,  His 
forgiveness flows through me,  my bit terness l i fts  and is  replaced with joy.   
So,  with trepidat ion,  I  said “yes” to this  crazy long-johns scheme.

I  thought ,  “OK God,  i f  you want me to buy her long-johns.   I  guess that  is  
what I  wi l l  do.”   I  fe l t  l ike I  should buy nice ones so I  headed out to REI .   
When I  arr ived at  the store there was a big rounder of  choices.   Because 
th is  woman is  fu l l-figured,  I  d idn’t  want to offend her by buying a s ize too 
big or  too smal l .   I  asked God to show me.   I  kept looking,  asking Him to 
show me the pair.   When I  saw the XL purple Patagonia long- johns,  I  just  
knew they were the r ight  choice.

I t  was Chr istmas season.   Since I  love al l  th ings wrapped,  I  took some t ime 
to make the gi ft  look specia l ,  maybe then she wouldn’t  th ink I  was crazy.   
When I  saw her at  school ,  I  awkwardly handed her the gi ft  and told her 
that  God wanted me to give her this .   She looked puzzled.

As she opened the gi ft ,  her  countenance softened.  This strong,  hard 
woman explained that  she had been working nights on the cold winter  
runway for  FedEx.   She had been freezing.   And through tears,  she smi led 
and said,  “Purple is  my favor i te color !”

Lesl ie  and this  woman now know that God loves us specifical ly  and 
indiv idual ly.  They wi l l  never forget .  This message of  t ruth to them is  the 
frui t  of  a woman abiding in His love,  l istening and obeying.   Praise God!  

He cares for  those who are hur t ing and cold.   He is  invit ing us to come IN 
HIM to do the same!

As you abide and pray,  is  God repeat ing messages or  commands for  you 
to do something specific?  I f  so,  what?

I f  not ,  pray that  God wi l l  help you hear his  direct ion.   One star t ing point  is  
asking Him whom he wants you to love today.  Abide In Him, y ie ld your 
k ingdom to His,  rest  and ask .

Let’s  be reminded about the Author and Creator  of  ALL.   He is the one 
who is continual .

“And this  is  what He promised us--eternal  l i fe .”  1 John 2:25

“But you,  O Lord,  are a shie ld about me,  my glor y,  and the l i fter  of  my 
head.  I  cr ied aloud to the Lord,  and He answered me from His holy hi l l .”  
Psalm 3:3

“For I  am sure that  neither  death nor l i fe ,  nor  angels nor rulers,  nor  things 
present nor things to come,  nor powers,  nor  height nor depth,  nor  
anything else in a l l  creat ion,  wi l l  be able to separate us from the love of  
God in  Chr ist  Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 8:38-39

ALWAYS; WITHOUT CEASING; IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  and give thanks in a l l  
c i rcumstances;  for this is  the wil l  of  God IN Christ Jesus  for  you.”  
1Thessalonians 5:17-18

There are few places in the bible where the wi l l  of  God is  stated more 
direct ly :  “For this  is  the wi l l  of  God IN Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”

Rejoice a lways…pray without ceasing….  give thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances.

Obviously,  God wi l l  bear plent i fu l  f ru i t  through us whi le we are a lways 
abiding in Chr ist  -  re jo ic ing,  praying and giv ing thanks.   And,  i f  you are 
l ike most of  us,  at  t imes,  cal ls  for  spir i tual  consistency l ike this  f rustrate 
us because we feel  we cannot do i t .

THE POWER FOR “ALWAYS”

Good news!   God is  not  asking us to be the dr iv ing force to accompl ish His 
wi l l .   He is  asking us to y ie ld to the power and consistency that  He offers.   
He (the v ine)  wi l l  bear f ru i t  through us ( the branch)  by His Holy Spir i t .

“ I t  is  because of Him  you are in Chr ist  Jesus.”  1Cor1:30;  

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes  us with you in Chr ist .”  2Cor1:21;  

“And I  am sure of  th is ,  that  he who began a good work in you  wi l l  br ing 
i t  to complet ion at  the day of  Jesus Chr ist .”  Phi l ippians 1:6

Who is  the power behind the invitat ion to abide cont inual ly?  

Pick one of  the previous scr iptures and write i t  out  –  inser t  your name in 
place of  the pronoun “you” or  “us”.

Receive this  prayer f rom the Apost le Paul :  

“We have not ceased to pray for  you,  asking that  you may be fil led with 
the knowledge of  h is  wi l l  in  a l l  spir i tual  wisdom and understanding,  so as 
to walk in a manner wor thy of  the Lord,  fu l ly  pleasing to Him: bear ing frui t  
in  ever y good work and increasing in the knowledge of  God;  being 
strengthened with a l l  power,  according to his  glor ious might ,  for  a l l  
endurance and pat ience with joy;  g iv ing thanks to the Father,  who has 
qual ified you to share in the inher i tance of  the saints in l ight .  He has 
del ivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son,  in  whom we have redemption,  the 
forgiveness of  s ins.”  Colossians 1:9-13

From whom is  the power to fu lfi l l  th is  prayer?

Please go back through the scr ipture above and under l ine a l l  the blessings 
Paul  is  praying for  us to receive.

Slow yourself  for  a moment and write a prayer of  thanksgiv ing to God for  
lovingly cal l ing you to Himself.  Be at  peace in His work on your behalf.   
Thank Him for  drawing you to Himself  and for  being the power -  
complet ing His workmanship in you.  “For we are his  workmanship,  created 
IN Christ Jesus  for  good works,  which God prepared beforehand,  that  we 
should walk in them.”  Ephesians 2:10

HINDRANCES

As you read the scr ipture below, pray that  God wi l l  show you things that  
are hinder ing you from abiding IN Chr ist  without ceasing.   Because this  
scr ipture is  ver y fami l iar  to many of  us,  we are at  r isk of  sk imming and 
missing fresh words from our Lord.   Digest  each phrase,  abide in His love 
– l isten and fol low His direct ion.

The Parable of  the Sower (Matthew 13)

“That same day Jesus went out  of  the house and sat  beside the sea.  And 
great  crowds gathered about Him, so that  he got into a boat and sat  down. 
And the whole crowd stood on the beach.  And he told them many things 
in parables,  saying:  “A sower went out  to sow. And as he sowed,  some 
seeds fe l l  a long the path,  and the birds came and devoured them. Other 
seeds fe l l  on rocky ground,  where they did not  have much soi l ,  and imme-
diately they sprang up,  s ince they had no depth of  soi l ,  but  when the sun 
rose they were scorched.  And s ince they had no root ,  they withered away.  
Other seeds fe l l  among thorns,  and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
Other seeds fe l l  on good soi l  and produced grain,  some a hundredfold,  
some sixty,  some thir ty.  He who has ears,  let  h im hear.”

The Parable of  the Sower Explained

“Hear then the parable of  the sower :  When anyone hears the word of  the 
k ingdom and does not understand i t ,  the evi l  one comes and snatches 
away what has been sown in his  hear t .  This is  what was sown along the 
path.  As for  what was sown on rocky ground,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and immediately receives i t  with joy,  yet  he has no root  in himself,  
but  endures for  a whi le ,  and when tr ibulat ion or  persecut ion ar ises on 
account of  the word,  immediately he fa l ls  away.  As for  what was sown 
among thorns,  th is  is  the one who hears the word,  but  the cares of  the 
world and the deceit fu lness of  r iches choke the word,  and i t  proves un-
f ru i t fu l .  As for  what was sown on good soi l ,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and understands i t .  He indeed bears frui t  and yie lds,  in  one case a 
hundredfold,  in  another s ixty,  and in another thir ty.”

What did God i l luminate to you in this  scr ipture?  

ENCOURAGEMENT

From the firm foundat ion of  God’s power to establ ish us IN  Him,  let ’s  rest  
and l isten.  Andrew Murray wrote (paraphrased) :

“Many of  us admit  that  i t  is  a blessed pr iv i lege and duty to abide in Chr ist ,  
and yet  we quest ion:  Is  i t  possible ,  a  l i fe  of  unbroken fe l lowship with the 
Savior?”   Maybe saint ly  Chr ist ians wi l l  at ta in i t ;  but ,  for  the large major i ty  
of  d isc iples,  whose l i fe  is  so ful ly  occupied,  i t  can hardly be expected.   Yet ,  
the more they hear of  th is  l i fe ,  the deeper their  sense of  i ts  glor y – there 
is  nothing they would not sacr ifice to par take of  i t .   But they are too weak,  
too unfaithful  –  they never can grasp i t .

Dear souls !  Abiding in Christ is  meant for the weak!   I t  is  so beaut i fu l ly  
suited to our feebleness.   Abiding is  not  the doing of  some great  thing and 
does not demand that  we first  lead a holy and devoted l i fe .   No,  i t  is  s imply 
weakness entrust ing i tsel f  to the Mighty One to be kept – the unfaithful  
person cast ing himself  on The One who is  t rustwor thy and per fect .   
Abiding in Him is  not  a work that  we have to do to enjoy His salvat ion.  I t  
is  consent ing to let  Him do al l  for  us,  and in us,  and through us.   I t  is  a 
work He does for  us – the frui t  and power of  His redeeming love.   Our par t  
is  s imply to y ie ld,  to trust ,  and to wait  for  what He has planned to 
per form.

Abide in me:  These words are not  the Law of  Moses,  demanding behaviors 
than cannot be per formed.  These words are the command of  love,  a 
promise of  a di f ferent shape.   Think of  th is  unt i l  a l l  feel ings of  burden and 
fear  and despair  go away,  and the first  thought that  comes to you as you 
hear of  abiding in Jesus is  one of  br ight  and joyful  hope – i t  is  for  me,  you 
say,  I  know I  wi l l  enjoy i t .    You are not under the law, with its 
unstoppable Do, but under grace,  the blessed gift  of bel ieving what 
Christ wil l  do.”

From the reading above,  what phrases or  thoughts stand-out to you?

Why do you think these phrases or  thoughts are af fect ing you?

If  God is  the one who is  “responsible”  for  establ ishing us In Him, what is  
your ro le?

EACH MOMENT

Andrew Murray has helped so many bel ievers to understand the loving 
invitat ion to abide In Jesus.   He writes,  “And to a l l  who desire to learn the 
blessed ar t  of  l iv ing only a moment at  a t ime,  we want to say:  The way to 
learn i t  is  to exercise yourself  in  l iv ing in the present moment .  Each t ime 
your at tent ion is  f ree to occupy i tsel f  with the thought of  Jesus -  whether 
i t  be with t ime to think and pray,  or  only for  a few passing seconds -  let  
your first  thought be to say:  Now, at  th is  moment ,  I  do abide in Jesus.  Use 
such t ime,  not  in vain regrets that  you have not been abiding ful ly,  or  st i l l  
more hur t ful  fears that  you wi l l  not  be able to abide,  but  just  at  once take 
the posit ion the Father has given you:  " I  am in Chr ist ;  th is  is  the place God 
has given me.  I  accept i t ;  here I  rest ;  I  do now abide in Jesus."  This is  the 
way to learn to abide continual ly.”

How can we abide cont inual ly?  By let t ing God’s love for  us do i ts  work in 
and through us.   Our abiding is  a work that  God under takes.   Let’s  y ie ld to 
His work of  empowering us to abide.

 “Because of Him you are in Christ Jesus ,  who became to us wisdom from 
God,  r ighteousness and sanct ificat ion and redemption,  so that ,  as i t  is  
writ ten,  “Let  the one who boasts,  boast  in the Lord.”  1Corinthians 
1:30-31

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes us with you in Christ ,  and has anointed us,  
and who has also put his  seal  on us and given us His Spir i t  in  our hear ts 
as a guarantee.”  2Corinthians 1:21-22

Write your prayer of  re jo ic ing and thanksgiv ing.   Ask God to empower you 
to abide IN Jesus and bear much frui t :

24ABIDE IN JESUS  |  HOW CAN I  ABIDE CONTINUALLY?



Before we answer the quest ion,  let ’s  be reminded of  our posit ion.

Before the Throne of  God By Char i t ie  Lees Bancroft  (1841-1892)

“Before the throne of  God above,  I  have a strong and per fect  plea,  a  great  
High Pr iest  whose name is  “Love,”  who ever l ives and pleads for  me.   My 
name is  graven on His hands,  my name is  writ ten on His hear t ;  I  know that  
whi le in heaven He stands no tongue can bid me thence depar t .
  
When Satan temps me to despair,  and te l ls  me of  the gui l t  within,  upward 
I  look and see Him there who made an end to a l l  my s in .   Because the 
s in less savior  died,  my s inful  soul  is  counted free;  for  God,  the just ,  is  
sat isfied to look on Him and pardon me.

Behold Him there!  The r isen Lamb, my per fect ,  spot less Righteousness,  
the great  unchangeable I  AM, the King of  glor y and of  grace!   One with 
Himself  I  cannot die,  my soul is  purchased by His blood; my l i fe is  hid 
with Christ on high,  with Christ ,  my savior and my God.”

Abiding invites us to give up our fa lse sense of  independence and 
self-sufficiency.  Stop tr y ing to be k ing.  Accept His invitat ion into His 
kingdom IN Him – loving,  rest ing,  remaining,  obeying and bear ing frui t .

Abiding is  act ive.   Because we can’t  ser ve two masters,  we must stop 
running around ser ving ourselves.  Recogniz ing that  we are incapable of  
being a r ighteous and wise lord,  let ’s  give up our feeble k ingdom for  His 
per fect  Kingdom. In humil i ty  and grat i tude,  let ’s  accept his  unbel ievable 
invitat ion to be in cont inual  IN t imacy with Him – the per fect  and eternal  
King.

In this  abiding re lat ionship,  we rest  in Him, l isten to Him, and through His 
power,  we obey His Word for  His glor y,  our  good,  and the good of  others.

WE ARE DEPENDENT

John the Bapt ist  said,  “A man can receive only what is  given him from 
heaven.”  John 3:27

The Apost le Paul  wrote,  “For by Him (Jesus)  a l l  th ings were created,  in  
heaven and on ear th,  v is ib le and invis ible ,  whether thrones or  dominions 
or  ru lers or  author i t ies—al l  th ings were created through Him and for  Him. 
And He is  before a l l  th ings,  and in Him al l  things hold together.”  
Colossians 1:16-17

Jesus said,  “Apar t  f rom me,  you can do nothing.”  John 15:5

Paul  Mi l ler  wrote:  “ I f  you are not  praying,  then you are quiet ly  confident 
that  t ime,  money,  and ta lent  are a l l  you need in l i fe .  You' l l  a lways be a 
l i t t le  too t i red,  a l i t t le  too busy.  But ,  i f  l ike Jesus you real ize you can't  do 
l i fe  on your own,  then no matter  how busy,  no matter  how t i red you are,  
you wi l l  find the t ime to pray.”

Have you come to the point  in your l i fe  where you know you are truly 
dependent on God?

If  not ,  wri te out  a prayer of  confession for  the t imes when you are 
depending on yourself.   Accept His invitat ion to be your King.

IN HUMILITY WE YIELD OUR KINGDOM

Abiding in Chr ist  is  s imply humbl ing oneself  to be empowered by Jesus 
and staying there.  This is  the first  step to posit ion our hear ts and minds to 
al low Him IN us and us IN Him.

Jesus star ts his  sermon on the mount with,  “Blessed are the poor in spir i t ,  
for  theirs  is  the k ingdom of  heaven.”  Matthew 5:3.  Jesus is  teaching us 
that  the s imple act  of  humbl ing ourselves wi l l  posit ion us to receive Him 
and His Kingdom.

Many Chr ist ians understand the extent to which Jesus has c la imed their  
l i fe .  Paul  wri tes “ I  have been crucified with Chr ist .  I t  is  no longer I  who 
l ive,  but  Chr ist  who l ives in me.  And the l i fe  I  now l ive in the flesh I  l ive by 
fa i th in the Son of  God,  who loved me and gave Himself  for  me.”  (Galat ians 
2:20) We know this  is  our spir i tual  status,  yet  we struggle to consistent ly  
l ive-out ,  “ I  no longer l ive,  Chr ist  l ives in me”.   We struggle because our “ I”  
wants to be k ing.   We think we are sufficient  without Him.

Jesus said in prayer to the Father,  “Not my wi l l  but  yours be done,”  and 
“Your k ingdom come on ear th as i t  is  in  heaven.”   Oh God,  help us!   Our 
k ingdoms are pathet ic  –  Yours is  per fect  and forever.

Please pray this  prayer with us again.   Feel  f ree to modify i t  to make i t  
yours:  personal  and transparent .

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing of  a broken 
k ingdom. I  accept your invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you 
want to give.   Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your 
wi l l .   In  Jesus’  Name.  Amen.”

What is  keeping you from a deeper y ie lding to Chr ist?

Please write your prayer to God to help you to be wil l ing  to ident i fy  and 
remove any barr iers that  hinder your fu l l  submission to His Kingdom.  He 
loves when we give our wi l l  to Him. He is  k ind,  gent le ,  and gracious with 
our submission.  

Now, we are in a posit ion to abide…

REST IN HIS LOVE

Jesus said,  “Behold,  I  stand at  the door and knock .  I f  anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door,  I  wi l l  come in to him  and eat  with him,  and he 
with me.”  Revelat ion 3:20

Jesus said,  “Come to me,  a l l  who labor and are heavy laden,  and I  wi l l  g ive 
you rest .  Take my yoke upon you,  and learn from me,  for  I  am gent le and 
lowly in hear t ,  and you wi l l  find rest  for  your souls.  For  my yoke is  easy,  
and my burden is  l ight .”  Matthew 11:28

Rest for  our souls !   Is  that  not  our deep common need?

Notice that  at tached to God’s promise of  rest ,  there is  only the condit ion 
of  y ie lding to His direct ion and teaching.   He assures us that  He is  gent le 
and humble.   To trumpet the promise,  He says a second t ime that  He wi l l  
g ive us rest .

Someone from a crowd asked Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the 
works of  God?” Jesus answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you 
bel ieve in Him whom he has sent .”  John 6:28-29

Our first  and dai ly  repeated “work” to abide in Chr ist  is  bel ieving that  God 
sent Jesus to remove us from the dominion of  Satan and establ ish us in his  
per fect  and loving Kingdom – IN Him.

What phrase or  thought from above stands out to you?

Write your abiding prayer of  rest ing in Chr ist .   Ask Him to guide you to 
“work” first  in bel ieving that  He is  what He says He is .

REMAIN IN HIS LOVE, LISTEN TO HIM, OBEY HIS DIRECTION

As we stay in His easy yoke,  the gent le creator  of  the universe guides us 
to work in His wi l l .   The yoke is  only di fficult  when we resist  i t .   His yoke 
is  easy because He is  the King – He does not need our physical  or  mental  
power to accompl ish His wi l l .   He is  lovingly invit ing us to par t ic ipate with 
Him.  We pray that  you hear that  truth:  The Creator  and Sustainer  of  the 
universe is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate in His holy and loving pursuits !

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Thess 5:16

“God is  able to make al l  grace abound to you,  so that  having al l  sufficiency 
in  a l l  th ings at  a l l  t imes,  you may abound in ever y good work .” ’  
2Cor inthians 9:8

BEARING FRUIT

Jesus said,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever 
you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  
you bear much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples.”

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:  
“As I  entered the hal lway to pick up my boys from school ,  there was the 
woman:  big,  ta l l  and loud.   I  was glad that  I  was near the back of  the l ine 
and not next  to her.   For  the har vest  par ty,  she brought in big 
poster-board witches.  I  hate witches.  I  steered c lear  of  her  most days.

One morning,  dur ing my prayer t ime,  I  was asking God who He wanted me 
to love that  day.   Her face came quickly to mind.  Hmm…  “Real ly  God?”  I  
let  i t  s ink in .   And then I  asked,  “How?”  I  fe l t  l ike God told me to buy her 
long-johns.   

“Nope.”  This is  my usual  response to some of  th ings He asks me to do.  But ,  
t ime and again,  what He asks,  He suppl ies.  He often asks me to forgive 
people that  I  have no forgiveness toward.   When I  do what He asks,  His 
forgiveness flows through me,  my bit terness l i fts  and is  replaced with joy.   
So,  with trepidat ion,  I  said “yes” to this  crazy long-johns scheme.

I  thought ,  “OK God,  i f  you want me to buy her long-johns.   I  guess that  is  
what I  wi l l  do.”   I  fe l t  l ike I  should buy nice ones so I  headed out to REI .   
When I  arr ived at  the store there was a big rounder of  choices.   Because 
th is  woman is  fu l l-figured,  I  d idn’t  want to offend her by buying a s ize too 
big or  too smal l .   I  asked God to show me.   I  kept looking,  asking Him to 
show me the pair.   When I  saw the XL purple Patagonia long- johns,  I  just  
knew they were the r ight  choice.

I t  was Chr istmas season.   Since I  love al l  th ings wrapped,  I  took some t ime 
to make the gi ft  look specia l ,  maybe then she wouldn’t  th ink I  was crazy.   
When I  saw her at  school ,  I  awkwardly handed her the gi ft  and told her 
that  God wanted me to give her this .   She looked puzzled.

As she opened the gi ft ,  her  countenance softened.  This strong,  hard 
woman explained that  she had been working nights on the cold winter  
runway for  FedEx.   She had been freezing.   And through tears,  she smi led 
and said,  “Purple is  my favor i te color !”

Lesl ie  and this  woman now know that God loves us specifical ly  and 
indiv idual ly.  They wi l l  never forget .  This message of  t ruth to them is  the 
frui t  of  a woman abiding in His love,  l istening and obeying.   Praise God!  

He cares for  those who are hur t ing and cold.   He is  invit ing us to come IN 
HIM to do the same!

As you abide and pray,  is  God repeat ing messages or  commands for  you 
to do something specific?  I f  so,  what?

I f  not ,  pray that  God wi l l  help you hear his  direct ion.   One star t ing point  is  
asking Him whom he wants you to love today.  Abide In Him, y ie ld your 
k ingdom to His,  rest  and ask .

Let’s  be reminded about the Author and Creator  of  ALL.   He is the one 
who is continual .

“And this  is  what He promised us--eternal  l i fe .”  1 John 2:25

“But you,  O Lord,  are a shie ld about me,  my glor y,  and the l i fter  of  my 
head.  I  cr ied aloud to the Lord,  and He answered me from His holy hi l l .”  
Psalm 3:3

“For I  am sure that  neither  death nor l i fe ,  nor  angels nor rulers,  nor  things 
present nor things to come,  nor powers,  nor  height nor depth,  nor  
anything else in a l l  creat ion,  wi l l  be able to separate us from the love of  
God in  Chr ist  Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 8:38-39

ALWAYS; WITHOUT CEASING; IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  and give thanks in a l l  
c i rcumstances;  for this is  the wil l  of  God IN Christ Jesus  for  you.”  
1Thessalonians 5:17-18

There are few places in the bible where the wi l l  of  God is  stated more 
direct ly :  “For this  is  the wi l l  of  God IN Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”

Rejoice a lways…pray without ceasing….  give thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances.

Obviously,  God wi l l  bear plent i fu l  f ru i t  through us whi le we are a lways 
abiding in Chr ist  -  re jo ic ing,  praying and giv ing thanks.   And,  i f  you are 
l ike most of  us,  at  t imes,  cal ls  for  spir i tual  consistency l ike this  f rustrate 
us because we feel  we cannot do i t .

THE POWER FOR “ALWAYS”

Good news!   God is  not  asking us to be the dr iv ing force to accompl ish His 
wi l l .   He is  asking us to y ie ld to the power and consistency that  He offers.   
He (the v ine)  wi l l  bear f ru i t  through us ( the branch)  by His Holy Spir i t .

“ I t  is  because of Him  you are in Chr ist  Jesus.”  1Cor1:30;  

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes  us with you in Chr ist .”  2Cor1:21;  

“And I  am sure of  th is ,  that  he who began a good work in you  wi l l  br ing 
i t  to complet ion at  the day of  Jesus Chr ist .”  Phi l ippians 1:6

Who is  the power behind the invitat ion to abide cont inual ly?  

Pick one of  the previous scr iptures and write i t  out  –  inser t  your name in 
place of  the pronoun “you” or  “us”.

Receive this  prayer f rom the Apost le Paul :  

“We have not ceased to pray for  you,  asking that  you may be fil led with 
the knowledge of  h is  wi l l  in  a l l  spir i tual  wisdom and understanding,  so as 
to walk in a manner wor thy of  the Lord,  fu l ly  pleasing to Him: bear ing frui t  
in  ever y good work and increasing in the knowledge of  God;  being 
strengthened with a l l  power,  according to his  glor ious might ,  for  a l l  
endurance and pat ience with joy;  g iv ing thanks to the Father,  who has 
qual ified you to share in the inher i tance of  the saints in l ight .  He has 
del ivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son,  in  whom we have redemption,  the 
forgiveness of  s ins.”  Colossians 1:9-13

From whom is  the power to fu lfi l l  th is  prayer?

Please go back through the scr ipture above and under l ine a l l  the blessings 
Paul  is  praying for  us to receive.

Slow yourself  for  a moment and write a prayer of  thanksgiv ing to God for  
lovingly cal l ing you to Himself.  Be at  peace in His work on your behalf.   
Thank Him for  drawing you to Himself  and for  being the power -  
complet ing His workmanship in you.  “For we are his  workmanship,  created 
IN Christ Jesus  for  good works,  which God prepared beforehand,  that  we 
should walk in them.”  Ephesians 2:10

HINDRANCES

As you read the scr ipture below, pray that  God wi l l  show you things that  
are hinder ing you from abiding IN Chr ist  without ceasing.   Because this  
scr ipture is  ver y fami l iar  to many of  us,  we are at  r isk of  sk imming and 
missing fresh words from our Lord.   Digest  each phrase,  abide in His love 
– l isten and fol low His direct ion.

The Parable of  the Sower (Matthew 13)

“That same day Jesus went out  of  the house and sat  beside the sea.  And 
great  crowds gathered about Him, so that  he got into a boat and sat  down. 
And the whole crowd stood on the beach.  And he told them many things 
in parables,  saying:  “A sower went out  to sow. And as he sowed,  some 
seeds fe l l  a long the path,  and the birds came and devoured them. Other 
seeds fe l l  on rocky ground,  where they did not  have much soi l ,  and imme-
diately they sprang up,  s ince they had no depth of  soi l ,  but  when the sun 
rose they were scorched.  And s ince they had no root ,  they withered away.  
Other seeds fe l l  among thorns,  and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
Other seeds fe l l  on good soi l  and produced grain,  some a hundredfold,  
some sixty,  some thir ty.  He who has ears,  let  h im hear.”

The Parable of  the Sower Explained

“Hear then the parable of  the sower :  When anyone hears the word of  the 
k ingdom and does not understand i t ,  the evi l  one comes and snatches 
away what has been sown in his  hear t .  This is  what was sown along the 
path.  As for  what was sown on rocky ground,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and immediately receives i t  with joy,  yet  he has no root  in himself,  
but  endures for  a whi le ,  and when tr ibulat ion or  persecut ion ar ises on 
account of  the word,  immediately he fa l ls  away.  As for  what was sown 
among thorns,  th is  is  the one who hears the word,  but  the cares of  the 
world and the deceit fu lness of  r iches choke the word,  and i t  proves un-
f ru i t fu l .  As for  what was sown on good soi l ,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and understands i t .  He indeed bears frui t  and yie lds,  in  one case a 
hundredfold,  in  another s ixty,  and in another thir ty.”

What did God i l luminate to you in this  scr ipture?  

ENCOURAGEMENT

From the firm foundat ion of  God’s power to establ ish us IN  Him,  let ’s  rest  
and l isten.  Andrew Murray wrote (paraphrased) :

“Many of  us admit  that  i t  is  a blessed pr iv i lege and duty to abide in Chr ist ,  
and yet  we quest ion:  Is  i t  possible ,  a  l i fe  of  unbroken fe l lowship with the 
Savior?”   Maybe saint ly  Chr ist ians wi l l  at ta in i t ;  but ,  for  the large major i ty  
of  d isc iples,  whose l i fe  is  so ful ly  occupied,  i t  can hardly be expected.   Yet ,  
the more they hear of  th is  l i fe ,  the deeper their  sense of  i ts  glor y – there 
is  nothing they would not sacr ifice to par take of  i t .   But they are too weak,  
too unfaithful  –  they never can grasp i t .

Dear souls !  Abiding in Christ is  meant for the weak!   I t  is  so beaut i fu l ly  
suited to our feebleness.   Abiding is  not  the doing of  some great  thing and 
does not demand that  we first  lead a holy and devoted l i fe .   No,  i t  is  s imply 
weakness entrust ing i tsel f  to the Mighty One to be kept – the unfaithful  
person cast ing himself  on The One who is  t rustwor thy and per fect .   
Abiding in Him is  not  a work that  we have to do to enjoy His salvat ion.  I t  
is  consent ing to let  Him do al l  for  us,  and in us,  and through us.   I t  is  a 
work He does for  us – the frui t  and power of  His redeeming love.   Our par t  
is  s imply to y ie ld,  to trust ,  and to wait  for  what He has planned to 
per form.

Abide in me:  These words are not  the Law of  Moses,  demanding behaviors 
than cannot be per formed.  These words are the command of  love,  a 
promise of  a di f ferent shape.   Think of  th is  unt i l  a l l  feel ings of  burden and 
fear  and despair  go away,  and the first  thought that  comes to you as you 
hear of  abiding in Jesus is  one of  br ight  and joyful  hope – i t  is  for  me,  you 
say,  I  know I  wi l l  enjoy i t .    You are not under the law, with its 
unstoppable Do, but under grace,  the blessed gift  of bel ieving what 
Christ wil l  do.”

From the reading above,  what phrases or  thoughts stand-out to you?

Why do you think these phrases or  thoughts are af fect ing you?

If  God is  the one who is  “responsible”  for  establ ishing us In Him, what is  
your ro le?

EACH MOMENT

Andrew Murray has helped so many bel ievers to understand the loving 
invitat ion to abide In Jesus.   He writes,  “And to a l l  who desire to learn the 
blessed ar t  of  l iv ing only a moment at  a t ime,  we want to say:  The way to 
learn i t  is  to exercise yourself  in  l iv ing in the present moment .  Each t ime 
your at tent ion is  f ree to occupy i tsel f  with the thought of  Jesus -  whether 
i t  be with t ime to think and pray,  or  only for  a few passing seconds -  let  
your first  thought be to say:  Now, at  th is  moment ,  I  do abide in Jesus.  Use 
such t ime,  not  in vain regrets that  you have not been abiding ful ly,  or  st i l l  
more hur t ful  fears that  you wi l l  not  be able to abide,  but  just  at  once take 
the posit ion the Father has given you:  " I  am in Chr ist ;  th is  is  the place God 
has given me.  I  accept i t ;  here I  rest ;  I  do now abide in Jesus."  This is  the 
way to learn to abide continual ly.”

How can we abide cont inual ly?  By let t ing God’s love for  us do i ts  work in 
and through us.   Our abiding is  a work that  God under takes.   Let’s  y ie ld to 
His work of  empowering us to abide.

 “Because of Him you are in Christ Jesus ,  who became to us wisdom from 
God,  r ighteousness and sanct ificat ion and redemption,  so that ,  as i t  is  
writ ten,  “Let  the one who boasts,  boast  in the Lord.”  1Corinthians 
1:30-31

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes us with you in Christ ,  and has anointed us,  
and who has also put his  seal  on us and given us His Spir i t  in  our hear ts 
as a guarantee.”  2Corinthians 1:21-22

Write your prayer of  re jo ic ing and thanksgiv ing.   Ask God to empower you 
to abide IN Jesus and bear much frui t :
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Let’s  be reminded about the Author and Creator  of  ALL.   He is the one 
who is continual .

“And this  is  what He promised us--eternal  l i fe .”  1 John 2:25

“But you,  O Lord,  are a shie ld about me,  my glor y,  and the l i fter  of  my 
head.  I  cr ied aloud to the Lord,  and He answered me from His holy hi l l .”  
Psalm 3:3

“For I  am sure that  neither  death nor l i fe ,  nor  angels nor rulers,  nor  things 
present nor things to come,  nor powers,  nor  height nor depth,  nor  
anything else in a l l  creat ion,  wi l l  be able to separate us from the love of  
God in  Chr ist  Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 8:38-39

ALWAYS; WITHOUT CEASING; IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  and give thanks in a l l  
c i rcumstances;  for this is  the wil l  of  God IN Christ Jesus  for  you.”  
1Thessalonians 5:17-18

There are few places in the bible where the wi l l  of  God is  stated more 
direct ly :  “For this  is  the wi l l  of  God IN Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”

Rejoice a lways…pray without ceasing….  give thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances.

Obviously,  God wi l l  bear plent i fu l  f ru i t  through us whi le we are a lways 
abiding in Chr ist  -  re jo ic ing,  praying and giv ing thanks.   And,  i f  you are 
l ike most of  us,  at  t imes,  cal ls  for  spir i tual  consistency l ike this  f rustrate 
us because we feel  we cannot do i t .

THE POWER FOR “ALWAYS”

Good news!   God is  not  asking us to be the dr iv ing force to accompl ish His 
wi l l .   He is  asking us to y ie ld to the power and consistency that  He offers.   
He (the v ine)  wi l l  bear f ru i t  through us ( the branch)  by His Holy Spir i t .

“ I t  is  because of Him  you are in Chr ist  Jesus.”  1Cor1:30;  

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes  us with you in Chr ist .”  2Cor1:21;  

“And I  am sure of  th is ,  that  he who began a good work in you  wi l l  br ing 
i t  to complet ion at  the day of  Jesus Chr ist .”  Phi l ippians 1:6

Who is  the power behind the invitat ion to abide cont inual ly?  

Pick one of  the previous scr iptures and write i t  out  –  inser t  your name in 
place of  the pronoun “you” or  “us”.

Receive this  prayer f rom the Apost le Paul :  

“We have not ceased to pray for  you,  asking that  you may be fil led with 
the knowledge of  h is  wi l l  in  a l l  spir i tual  wisdom and understanding,  so as 
to walk in a manner wor thy of  the Lord,  fu l ly  pleasing to Him: bear ing frui t  
in  ever y good work and increasing in the knowledge of  God;  being 
strengthened with a l l  power,  according to his  glor ious might ,  for  a l l  
endurance and pat ience with joy;  g iv ing thanks to the Father,  who has 
qual ified you to share in the inher i tance of  the saints in l ight .  He has 
del ivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son,  in  whom we have redemption,  the 
forgiveness of  s ins.”  Colossians 1:9-13

From whom is the power to fu lfi l l  th is  prayer?

Please go back through the scr ipture above and under l ine a l l  the blessings 
Paul  is  praying for  us to receive.

Slow yourself  for  a moment and write a prayer of  thanksgiv ing to God for  
lovingly cal l ing you to Himself.  Be at  peace in His work on your behalf.   
Thank Him for  drawing you to Himself  and for  being the power -  
complet ing His workmanship in you.  “For we are his  workmanship,  created 
IN Christ Jesus  for  good works,  which God prepared beforehand,  that  we 
should walk in them.”  Ephesians 2:10

HINDRANCES

As you read the scr ipture below, pray that  God wi l l  show you things that  
are hinder ing you from abiding IN Chr ist  without ceasing.   Because this  
scr ipture is  ver y fami l iar  to many of  us,  we are at  r isk of  sk imming and 
missing fresh words from our Lord.   Digest  each phrase,  abide in His love 
– l isten and fol low His direct ion.

The Parable of  the Sower (Matthew 13)

“That same day Jesus went out  of  the house and sat  beside the sea.  And 
great  crowds gathered about Him, so that  he got into a boat and sat  down. 
And the whole crowd stood on the beach.  And he told them many things 
in parables,  saying:  “A sower went out  to sow. And as he sowed,  some 
seeds fe l l  a long the path,  and the birds came and devoured them. Other 
seeds fe l l  on rocky ground,  where they did not  have much soi l ,  and imme-
diately they sprang up,  s ince they had no depth of  soi l ,  but  when the sun 
rose they were scorched.  And s ince they had no root ,  they withered away.  
Other seeds fe l l  among thorns,  and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
Other seeds fe l l  on good soi l  and produced grain,  some a hundredfold,  
some sixty,  some thir ty.  He who has ears,  let  h im hear.”

The Parable of  the Sower Explained

“Hear then the parable of  the sower :  When anyone hears the word of  the 
k ingdom and does not understand i t ,  the evi l  one comes and snatches 
away what has been sown in his  hear t .  This is  what was sown along the 
path.  As for  what was sown on rocky ground,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and immediately receives i t  with joy,  yet  he has no root  in himself,  
but  endures for  a whi le ,  and when tr ibulat ion or  persecut ion ar ises on 
account of  the word,  immediately he fa l ls  away.  As for  what was sown 
among thorns,  th is  is  the one who hears the word,  but  the cares of  the 
world and the deceit fu lness of  r iches choke the word,  and i t  proves un-
f ru i t fu l .  As for  what was sown on good soi l ,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and understands i t .  He indeed bears frui t  and yie lds,  in  one case a 
hundredfold,  in  another s ixty,  and in another thir ty.”

What did God i l luminate to you in this  scr ipture?  

ENCOURAGEMENT

From the firm foundat ion of  God’s power to establ ish us IN  Him,  let ’s  rest  
and l isten.  Andrew Murray wrote (paraphrased) :

“Many of  us admit  that  i t  is  a blessed pr iv i lege and duty to abide in Chr ist ,  
and yet  we quest ion:  Is  i t  possible ,  a  l i fe  of  unbroken fe l lowship with the 
Savior?”   Maybe saint ly  Chr ist ians wi l l  at ta in i t ;  but ,  for  the large major i ty  
of  d isc iples,  whose l i fe  is  so ful ly  occupied,  i t  can hardly be expected.   Yet ,  
the more they hear of  th is  l i fe ,  the deeper their  sense of  i ts  glor y – there 
is  nothing they would not sacr ifice to par take of  i t .   But they are too weak,  
too unfaithful  –  they never can grasp i t .

Dear souls !  Abiding in Christ is  meant for the weak!   I t  is  so beaut i fu l ly  
suited to our feebleness.   Abiding is  not  the doing of  some great  thing and 
does not demand that  we first  lead a holy and devoted l i fe .   No,  i t  is  s imply 
weakness entrust ing i tsel f  to the Mighty One to be kept – the unfaithful  
person cast ing himself  on The One who is  t rustwor thy and per fect .   
Abiding in Him is  not  a work that  we have to do to enjoy His salvat ion.  I t  
is  consent ing to let  Him do al l  for  us,  and in us,  and through us.   I t  is  a 
work He does for  us – the frui t  and power of  His redeeming love.   Our par t  
is  s imply to y ie ld,  to trust ,  and to wait  for  what He has planned to 
per form.

Abide in me:  These words are not  the Law of  Moses,  demanding behaviors 
than cannot be per formed.  These words are the command of  love,  a 
promise of  a di f ferent shape.   Think of  th is  unt i l  a l l  feel ings of  burden and 
fear  and despair  go away,  and the first  thought that  comes to you as you 
hear of  abiding in Jesus is  one of  br ight  and joyful  hope – i t  is  for  me,  you 
say,  I  know I  wi l l  enjoy i t .    You are not under the law, with its 
unstoppable Do, but under grace,  the blessed gift  of bel ieving what 
Christ wil l  do.”

From the reading above,  what phrases or  thoughts stand-out to you?

Why do you think these phrases or  thoughts are af fect ing you?

If  God is  the one who is  “responsible”  for  establ ishing us In Him, what is  
your ro le?

EACH MOMENT

Andrew Murray has helped so many bel ievers to understand the loving 
invitat ion to abide In Jesus.   He writes,  “And to a l l  who desire to learn the 
blessed ar t  of  l iv ing only a moment at  a t ime,  we want to say:  The way to 
learn i t  is  to exercise yourself  in  l iv ing in the present moment .  Each t ime 
your at tent ion is  f ree to occupy i tsel f  with the thought of  Jesus -  whether 
i t  be with t ime to think and pray,  or  only for  a few passing seconds -  let  
your first  thought be to say:  Now, at  th is  moment ,  I  do abide in Jesus.  Use 
such t ime,  not  in vain regrets that  you have not been abiding ful ly,  or  st i l l  
more hur t ful  fears that  you wi l l  not  be able to abide,  but  just  at  once take 
the posit ion the Father has given you:  " I  am in Chr ist ;  th is  is  the place God 
has given me.  I  accept i t ;  here I  rest ;  I  do now abide in Jesus."  This is  the 
way to learn to abide continual ly.”

How can we abide cont inual ly?  By let t ing God’s love for  us do i ts  work in 
and through us.   Our abiding is  a work that  God under takes.   Let’s  y ie ld to 
His work of  empowering us to abide.

 “Because of Him you are in Christ Jesus ,  who became to us wisdom from 
God,  r ighteousness and sanct ificat ion and redemption,  so that ,  as i t  is  
writ ten,  “Let  the one who boasts,  boast  in the Lord.”  1Corinthians 
1:30-31

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes us with you in Christ ,  and has anointed us,  
and who has also put his  seal  on us and given us His Spir i t  in  our hear ts 
as a guarantee.”  2Corinthians 1:21-22

Write your prayer of  re jo ic ing and thanksgiv ing.   Ask God to empower you 
to abide IN Jesus and bear much frui t :

Keith Getty and Stuar t  Townsend’s song In  Chr ist  Alone  g ives us 
answers:

Scr ipture a lso gives us guidance.   

Psalm 1:1-4
“Blessed is  the man who walks not  in the counsel  of  the wicked,  nor 
stands in the way of  s inners,  nor  s i ts  in the seat  of  scoffers ;  but  his  
del ight  is  in the law of  the Lord,  and on his  law he meditates day and 
night .

He is  l ike a tree planted by streams of  water  that  y ie lds i ts  f ru i t  in  i ts  
season,  and i ts  leaf  does not wither.  In  a l l  that  he does,  he prospers.  The 
wicked are not  so,  but  are l ike chaff  that  the wind dr ives away.”

Galat ians 5:22
“The frui t  of  the Spir i t  is  love,  joy,  peace,  pat ience,  k indness,  goodness,  
fa i thfulness,  gent leness,  sel f-control…” 

What happens when we abide?

We love.
“… love one another :  just  as I  have loved you,  you also are to love one 
another.  By this  a l l  people wi l l  know that  you are my disciples,  i f  you have 
love for  one another.”  John 13:34-35

We rest  –  knowing that  God is  in control .

Bob’s Stor y:
“As I  was on my way to meet a fr iend,  my fr iend’s bl ind-spot was c i rc l ing 
in my mind.  I  was thinking,  “He doesn’t  see the damage he is  doing.”   This 
happens frequent ly with me.   The formula is  th is :  God reveals to me a s in 
or  bl ind-spot in my l i fe ,  then He lovingly guides me to address i t .   Then,  I  
see the same issue in ever yone else.   Out of  s incere desire to help,  I  want 
to say something.  But ,  often,  my s incere desire to help is  not  helpful .   
Knowing that  I  have this  chal lenge,  I  was wrest l ing with the decis ion to 
say something or  not .   Thankful ly,  God prompted me to s imply come into 
Him and rest  –  Jesus is  my fr iend’s Lord and del iverer,  not  me.  
 
As I  was enter ing the cafe to meet my fr iend,  I  was “r ight”  with my fr iend 
and rest ing in Jesus.   I  was there only to be a fr iend and let  h im invite me 
into his  l i fe  on his  terms.   As we were ta lk ing,  my fr iend said,  “God has 
been showing me some stuff  in  my l i fe  that  I  need to change.”  And,  he 
descr ibed to me the things which I  was concerned about .   The same sin I  
was fleeing from.  He asked me to pray for  h im.   He did not  ask me for  fur-
ther help.   Praise God!  I f  I  had not taken my concern to Jesus and remained 
in Him, I  would have said too much.   God is  per fect ly  capable to care for  
my fr iend,  bear ing frui t  in  his  l i fe  without my help.”

We pray.
“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Th 5:16-18

Take a moment now and pray – s i lent ly,  out- loud,  or  writ ten.

Our prayers are answered.  
“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples”.  John 15:7-8

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:
“God healed me.   Even saying the words was odd to me at  first .   Why?  I  
th ink I ’m skept ical .  

I  went to a prayer tra in ing seminar at  our church.   Before i t  star ted,  I  had 
to go into the k i tchen to see what Ben was cooking up for  the meal .   He is  
not  only a great  cook but a vars i ty encourager.   As I  looked around,  I  
real ized there was not one thing there that  I  could eat .   I  had al lergies to 
food.   Lots of  d i f ferent food.

I t  star ted in high school ,  I  would get  s ick and throw up,  become dizzy and 
my balance was off.   I t  turned out that  my s inuses were severely c logged.   
The doctor  tr ied to i r r igate them but my face just  fi l led with water.   He 
sent me home with some solut ion to help break i t  up.   The next day,  
ever ything came out .   This star ted a 34-year struggle with s inus 
infect ions.   

For  10 years,  I  had infect ions chronical ly.   When our second son was born,  
he had terr ib le ear  infect ions.   After  he had ear tubes,  he got s inus 
infect ions.   I  thought i t  was just  par t  of  our physiology.   The doctors 
wanted to put our l i t t le  2-year-old son on low-level  ant ib iot ics fu l l  t ime.   I  
knew there had to be a better  way.   I  went to my women’s bible study and 
asked them to pray.   Al l  the sudden,  I  real ized the t iming of  h is  infect ions 
connected to the t ime when I  had star ted him on dair y.   I  took him off  dair y 
products and he was a new boy!   To help him accept his  a l lergy,  I  took the 
whole fami ly of f  dair y.   Two weeks later,  I  went to my aunt’s  house and 
had lasagna.   Sure enough,  I  got  a s inus infect ion.   I ,  too,  had a problem 
with dair y.

So,  I  e l iminated i t  f rom our diet .   There have been innumerable awkward 
exper iences at  f r iend’s houses explaining why we couldn’t  eat  the 
wonder ful  meal  that  had been lovingly made for  us.   I t  was hard but i t  
real ly  helped my health.   Instead of  8 or  more s inuses infect ions a year,  I  
only got  2 or  3.

Each infect ion came with ant ibiot ics.   30 years of  ant ib iot ics.   At  one 
point ,  John told me my constant fat igue was not normal .   A few hours after  
ever y meal ,  I  just  wanted to go to s leep.    I  went to a bunch of  di f ferent 
doctors and did e l iminat ion diets and al l  k inds of  other treatments.   I  
real ized by tr ia l  and error,  that  I  real ly  had trouble with yeast ,  tomatoes 
and lemons.   For  the last  few years,  I  have stayed away from those too.   I  
actual ly  fe l t  better.

But ,  I  st i l l  could not fe l lowship over food.   I  d idn’t  l ike going out to dinner,  

even to celebrate an event ,  because I  got  real ly  s ick .   Ever y t ime.   

Two months ago,  I  had a post  hol iday par ty s inus infect ion.   Frank Brown 
prayed for  me and thought that  i t  was a spir i tual  at tack .   I  had never 
thought about i t  that  way,   I  just  a lways thought i t  was physical .

So,  at  the prayer tra in ing,  after  fast ing,  I  real ly  wanted to eat  and 
celebrate with ever yone.   I  went upstairs  and these beaut i fu l  strangers 
prayed for  me.   Here’s  where i t  gets weird.   I  got  a quick mental  p icture in 
my mind of  what I  can only descr ibe as a demon tape worm in my stomach.   
Not scar y but just  r ight  at  home.   I  to ld the prayer team about i t  and they 
didn’t  th ink I  was completely crazy.   They prayed in the name of  Jesus 
Chr ist  for  the demon to be gone.   I  to ld them I  was going to go downstairs  
and eat  and to please keep praying because I  am afraid of  food.

I  went back downstairs  to the seminar for  a quest ion and answer t ime and 
my neck star ted feel ing l ike my lymph nodes were being flushed -  
contract ing and releasing.

I  went and ate.   Biscuits  and gravy!   (Homemade dair y goodness! )  I  went 
to Panera the next day and had a sandwich with cheese and tomatoes.   I  
baked bread and ate a lmost the whole loaf.   I  went to a Royals game and 
had a hot  dog with ever ything on i t .  (So good!)   I  ate ice cream 
sandwiches.   I  went out  to dinner with an old fr iend last  n ight and ate 
ever ything that  was ordered.   I t  was so much fun to par t ic ipate in the 
meal .   

People have asked i f  i t  has stuck and i f  I ’m st i l l  healed.   Even in my own 
doubts,  I  am.  

Praise God and Thank You.  Thank You.  Thank You.

I t  is  a miracle .   My husband says I  actual ly  breathe through my nose when 
I  s leep.  I  have so much energy!  I  a lways wondered how people got so 
much done.  The funniest  par t  is  I  had not real ized how emotional ly  taxing 
i t  was navigat ing what food I  could eat  and how to respond to fr iends 
when I  couldn’t  eat .   I  feel  f ree.”

Since you have accepted the oppor tunity to abide in Chr ist ,  what have you 
been praying for?

Give Him praise for  the answered prayers!

Regarding the unanswered prayers,  take a moment ,  accept His invitat ion 
to Abide In Him, seek His wi l l  for  the s i tuat ion,  pray and pet i t ion Him 
again.  He has promised,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  
ask whatever you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.”  John 15:7

What happens when we abide in Jesus?

We have hopeful  joy.  
“These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my joy may be in you,  and that  
your joy may be ful l .”  John 15:11 

Brother Lawrence’s Stor y from “Pract ic ing the Presence of  God”

“ I  keep my attent ion on God in a s imple,  loving way.   This is  my soul ’s  
secret  exper ience of  the actual ,  unceasing presence of  God…

I am sure my soul  has been with God for  more than thir ty years.  I  consider 
God my King,  against  whom I  have committed al l  sor ts of  cr imes.   
Confessing my s ins to Him and asking Him to forgive me,  I  p lace myself  in  
His hands to do whatever He pleases with me.

This King,  who is  fu l l  of  goodness and mercy,  doesn’t  punish me.  Rather,  
He embraces me lovingly and invites me to eat  at  His table .   He serves me 
Himself  and gives me the keys to His treasur y,  t reat ing me as His favor i te .   
He convenes with me without ment ioning ei ther  my s ins or  His 
forgiveness.   My former habits are seemingly forgotten.   Although I  beg 
Him to do whatever He wishes with me,  He does nothing but caress me.   
This is  what being in His holy presence is  l ike .

My day-to-day l i fe  consists of  giv ing God my s imple,  loving at tent ion.   I f  I  
am distracted,  He cal ls  me back in tones that  are supernatural ly  
beaut i fu l .”

We have di fficult  t imes whi le God prunes us.
“Ever y branch that  does bear f ru i t  he prunes,  that  i t  may bear more frui t .”  
John 15:2

We wi l l  ser ve the needy.  
“Rel igion that  God our Father accepts as pure and fault less is  th is :  to look 
after  orphans and widows in their  d istress and to keep oneself  f rom being 
pol luted by the world.”

We are not s in less,  but  we s in less and less.
“You,  however,  are control led not by the flesh,  but  by the Spir i t ,  i f  the 
Spir i t  of  God l ives in you.”  Romans 8:9

We have supernatural  “ l ight”.
“ I  am the l ight  of  the world.  Whoever fo l lows me wi l l  not  walk in darkness,  
but  wi l l  have the l ight  of  l i fe .”  John 8:12.  

We are generous.
“for  in a severe test  of  afflict ion,  their  abundance of  joy and their  extreme 
pover ty have over flowed in a wealth of  generosity on their  par t .”  
2 Cor inthians 8:2

We are protected dur ing the storms of  l i fe .
“Blessed is  the man who trusts in the Lord,  whose trust  is  the Lord.  He is  
l ike a tree planted by water,  that  sends out i ts  roots by the stream, and 
does not fear  when heat comes,  for  i ts  leaves remain green,  and is  not  
anxious in the year of  drought ,  for  i t  does not cease to bear f ru i t .”  
Jeremiah 17:7-8

We stop str iv ing to be accepted by God because we are a lready accepted 
as His adopted chi ldren.
“ In love he predest ined us for  adopt ion to sonship through Jesus Chr ist ,  in  
accordance with his  pleasure and wi l l .”  Ephesians 1:5

We stand firm when chal lenged by evi l .
“Therefore take up the whole armor of  God,  that  you may be able to 
withstand in the evi l  day,  and having done al l ,  to stand firm.”  Ephesians 
6:13

We make disciples.
And Jesus came and said to them, “Al l  author i ty in heaven and on ear th 
has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of  a l l  nat ions,  
bapt iz ing them in the name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy 
Spir i t ,  teaching them to obser ve al l  that  I  have commanded you.  And 
behold,  I  am with you always,  to the end of  the age.”  Matthew 28:18-20

John’s Stor y:
“As I  was praying about Jesus’  invitat ion to abide in Him, I  was asking Him 
what i t  means to bear f ru i t .   Jesus is  promising that  I  would bear f ru i t  i f  I  
abide in Him.  How wi l l  I  know when frui t  is  growing?  Jesus’  final  ear thly 
command to us was to “Go make disciples”.   I t  is  obviously His wi l l  for  us 
to do so.   My next thought was,  “Who am I  encouraging to mature as a 
disc iple of  Chr ist?”   At the t ime,  I  was not reaching out to anyone in an 
intent ional  way,  but  I  was meet ing i r regular ly  with several  young 
Christ ian business owners to discuss chal lenges and ideas.  God led me to 
gather a l l  of  them together regular ly  to discuss how to abide in Chr ist  
through our ro les as business owners and aspir ing Godly leaders.  We 
discuss how our goals,  h i r ing and fir ing,  taking business r isk ,  and 
fami ly-work-church pr ior i t ies need to be processed through the command 
for  us to abide in Chr ist .   Our decis ions in the work-place are not  apar t  
f rom Christ .   

God has blessed our t imes together.   We have been loving each other 
through this  intent ional  format and are confident that  our decis ions to 
abide in Chr ist  through business wi l l  cont inue to bear f ru i t .”  

What does Godly fru i t  look l ike? 

I t  looks l ike the church unit ing IN Chr ist  to glor i fy  Him so that  the world 
may know that Jesus was sent by the Father !

Jesus prayed:
“ I  do not ask for  these only,  but  a lso for  those who wi l l  bel ieve in me 
through their  word,  that  they may al l  be one,  just  as you,  Father,  are in me,  
and I  in  you,  that  they also may be in us,  so that  the world may bel ieve 
that  you have sent me.  The glor y that  you have given me I  have given to 
them, that  they may be one even as we are one,  I  in  them and you in me,  
that  they may become per fect ly  one,  so that  the world may know that you 
sent me and loved them even as you loved me’  John 17:20-23

As we read the l ist  of  behaviors and results  of  abiding in Chr ist ,  we wi l l  
not ice that  some don’t  yet  apply to us.  I t  can be frustrat ing when we 
not ice that  our f ru i t  is  growing s low.  Good news!   Understanding this  
real i ty  wi l l  cause the repentance,  humil i ty  and awareness that  we need.   
Let’s  turn to Jesus and abide in Him. His power is  made per fect  in our 
weakness.

“ I f  we say we have no s in ,  we deceive ourselves,  and the truth is  not  in us.  
I f  we confess our s ins,  he is  fa i thful  and just  to forgive us our s ins and to 
c leanse us from al l  unr ighteousness.”  1John 1:8-9

And,  when we do abide,  we get out  of  our own way and let  the creator  of  
the universe grow fruit  through us!

How would you descr ibe the results  of  abiding in Jesus?

What quest ions do you have?

Take the answers to the previous two quest ions and turn them into a 
writ ten prayer to God.

Ask God to br ing to your mind who he wants you to disc iple (pray for,  
meet with,  and encourage to abide in Chr ist ) .  

Who comes to mind? 

What is  an act ion you can take?
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Let’s  be reminded about the Author and Creator  of  ALL.   He is the one 
who is continual .

“And this  is  what He promised us--eternal  l i fe .”  1 John 2:25

“But you,  O Lord,  are a shie ld about me,  my glor y,  and the l i fter  of  my 
head.  I  cr ied aloud to the Lord,  and He answered me from His holy hi l l .”  
Psalm 3:3

“For I  am sure that  neither  death nor l i fe ,  nor  angels nor rulers,  nor  things 
present nor things to come,  nor powers,  nor  height nor depth,  nor  
anything else in a l l  creat ion,  wi l l  be able to separate us from the love of  
God in  Chr ist  Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 8:38-39

ALWAYS; WITHOUT CEASING; IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  and give thanks in a l l  
c i rcumstances;  for this is  the wil l  of  God IN Christ Jesus  for  you.”  
1Thessalonians 5:17-18

There are few places in the bible where the wi l l  of  God is  stated more 
direct ly :  “For this  is  the wi l l  of  God IN Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”

Rejoice a lways…pray without ceasing….  give thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances.

Obviously,  God wi l l  bear plent i fu l  f ru i t  through us whi le we are a lways 
abiding in Chr ist  -  re jo ic ing,  praying and giv ing thanks.   And,  i f  you are 
l ike most of  us,  at  t imes,  cal ls  for  spir i tual  consistency l ike this  f rustrate 
us because we feel  we cannot do i t .

THE POWER FOR “ALWAYS”

Good news!   God is  not  asking us to be the dr iv ing force to accompl ish His 
wi l l .   He is  asking us to y ie ld to the power and consistency that  He offers.   
He (the v ine)  wi l l  bear f ru i t  through us ( the branch)  by His Holy Spir i t .

“ I t  is  because of Him  you are in Chr ist  Jesus.”  1Cor1:30;  

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes  us with you in Chr ist .”  2Cor1:21;  

“And I  am sure of  th is ,  that  he who began a good work in you  wi l l  br ing 
i t  to complet ion at  the day of  Jesus Chr ist .”  Phi l ippians 1:6

Who is  the power behind the invitat ion to abide cont inual ly?  

Pick one of  the previous scr iptures and write i t  out  –  inser t  your name in 
place of  the pronoun “you” or  “us”.

Receive this  prayer f rom the Apost le Paul :  

“We have not ceased to pray for  you,  asking that  you may be fil led with 
the knowledge of  h is  wi l l  in  a l l  spir i tual  wisdom and understanding,  so as 
to walk in a manner wor thy of  the Lord,  fu l ly  pleasing to Him: bear ing frui t  
in  ever y good work and increasing in the knowledge of  God;  being 
strengthened with a l l  power,  according to his  glor ious might ,  for  a l l  
endurance and pat ience with joy;  g iv ing thanks to the Father,  who has 
qual ified you to share in the inher i tance of  the saints in l ight .  He has 
del ivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son,  in  whom we have redemption,  the 
forgiveness of  s ins.”  Colossians 1:9-13

From whom is the power to fu lfi l l  th is  prayer?

Please go back through the scr ipture above and under l ine a l l  the blessings 
Paul  is  praying for  us to receive.

Slow yourself  for  a moment and write a prayer of  thanksgiv ing to God for  
lovingly cal l ing you to Himself.  Be at  peace in His work on your behalf.   
Thank Him for  drawing you to Himself  and for  being the power -  
complet ing His workmanship in you.  “For we are his  workmanship,  created 
IN Christ Jesus  for  good works,  which God prepared beforehand,  that  we 
should walk in them.”  Ephesians 2:10

HINDRANCES

As you read the scr ipture below, pray that  God wi l l  show you things that  
are hinder ing you from abiding IN Chr ist  without ceasing.   Because this  
scr ipture is  ver y fami l iar  to many of  us,  we are at  r isk of  sk imming and 
missing fresh words from our Lord.   Digest  each phrase,  abide in His love 
– l isten and fol low His direct ion.

The Parable of  the Sower (Matthew 13)

“That same day Jesus went out  of  the house and sat  beside the sea.  And 
great  crowds gathered about Him, so that  he got into a boat and sat  down. 
And the whole crowd stood on the beach.  And he told them many things 
in parables,  saying:  “A sower went out  to sow. And as he sowed,  some 
seeds fe l l  a long the path,  and the birds came and devoured them. Other 
seeds fe l l  on rocky ground,  where they did not  have much soi l ,  and imme-
diately they sprang up,  s ince they had no depth of  soi l ,  but  when the sun 
rose they were scorched.  And s ince they had no root ,  they withered away.  
Other seeds fe l l  among thorns,  and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
Other seeds fe l l  on good soi l  and produced grain,  some a hundredfold,  
some sixty,  some thir ty.  He who has ears,  let  h im hear.”

The Parable of  the Sower Explained

“Hear then the parable of  the sower :  When anyone hears the word of  the 
k ingdom and does not understand i t ,  the evi l  one comes and snatches 
away what has been sown in his  hear t .  This is  what was sown along the 
path.  As for  what was sown on rocky ground,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and immediately receives i t  with joy,  yet  he has no root  in himself,  
but  endures for  a whi le ,  and when tr ibulat ion or  persecut ion ar ises on 
account of  the word,  immediately he fa l ls  away.  As for  what was sown 
among thorns,  th is  is  the one who hears the word,  but  the cares of  the 
world and the deceit fu lness of  r iches choke the word,  and i t  proves un-
f ru i t fu l .  As for  what was sown on good soi l ,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and understands i t .  He indeed bears frui t  and yie lds,  in  one case a 
hundredfold,  in  another s ixty,  and in another thir ty.”

What did God i l luminate to you in this  scr ipture?  

ENCOURAGEMENT

From the firm foundat ion of  God’s power to establ ish us IN  Him,  let ’s  rest  
and l isten.  Andrew Murray wrote (paraphrased) :

“Many of  us admit  that  i t  is  a blessed pr iv i lege and duty to abide in Chr ist ,  
and yet  we quest ion:  Is  i t  possible ,  a  l i fe  of  unbroken fe l lowship with the 
Savior?”   Maybe saint ly  Chr ist ians wi l l  at ta in i t ;  but ,  for  the large major i ty  
of  d isc iples,  whose l i fe  is  so ful ly  occupied,  i t  can hardly be expected.   Yet ,  
the more they hear of  th is  l i fe ,  the deeper their  sense of  i ts  glor y – there 
is  nothing they would not sacr ifice to par take of  i t .   But they are too weak,  
too unfaithful  –  they never can grasp i t .

Dear souls !  Abiding in Christ is  meant for the weak!   I t  is  so beaut i fu l ly  
suited to our feebleness.   Abiding is  not  the doing of  some great  thing and 
does not demand that  we first  lead a holy and devoted l i fe .   No,  i t  is  s imply 
weakness entrust ing i tsel f  to the Mighty One to be kept – the unfaithful  
person cast ing himself  on The One who is  t rustwor thy and per fect .   
Abiding in Him is  not  a work that  we have to do to enjoy His salvat ion.  I t  
is  consent ing to let  Him do al l  for  us,  and in us,  and through us.   I t  is  a 
work He does for  us – the frui t  and power of  His redeeming love.   Our par t  
is  s imply to y ie ld,  to trust ,  and to wait  for  what He has planned to 
per form.

Abide in me:  These words are not  the Law of  Moses,  demanding behaviors 
than cannot be per formed.  These words are the command of  love,  a 
promise of  a di f ferent shape.   Think of  th is  unt i l  a l l  feel ings of  burden and 
fear  and despair  go away,  and the first  thought that  comes to you as you 
hear of  abiding in Jesus is  one of  br ight  and joyful  hope – i t  is  for  me,  you 
say,  I  know I  wi l l  enjoy i t .    You are not under the law, with its 
unstoppable Do, but under grace,  the blessed gift  of bel ieving what 
Christ wil l  do.”

From the reading above,  what phrases or  thoughts stand-out to you?

Why do you think these phrases or  thoughts are af fect ing you?

If  God is  the one who is  “responsible”  for  establ ishing us In Him, what is  
your ro le?

EACH MOMENT

Andrew Murray has helped so many bel ievers to understand the loving 
invitat ion to abide In Jesus.   He writes,  “And to a l l  who desire to learn the 
blessed ar t  of  l iv ing only a moment at  a t ime,  we want to say:  The way to 
learn i t  is  to exercise yourself  in  l iv ing in the present moment .  Each t ime 
your at tent ion is  f ree to occupy i tsel f  with the thought of  Jesus -  whether 
i t  be with t ime to think and pray,  or  only for  a few passing seconds -  let  
your first  thought be to say:  Now, at  th is  moment ,  I  do abide in Jesus.  Use 
such t ime,  not  in vain regrets that  you have not been abiding ful ly,  or  st i l l  
more hur t ful  fears that  you wi l l  not  be able to abide,  but  just  at  once take 
the posit ion the Father has given you:  " I  am in Chr ist ;  th is  is  the place God 
has given me.  I  accept i t ;  here I  rest ;  I  do now abide in Jesus."  This is  the 
way to learn to abide continual ly.”

How can we abide cont inual ly?  By let t ing God’s love for  us do i ts  work in 
and through us.   Our abiding is  a work that  God under takes.   Let’s  y ie ld to 
His work of  empowering us to abide.

 “Because of Him you are in Christ Jesus ,  who became to us wisdom from 
God,  r ighteousness and sanct ificat ion and redemption,  so that ,  as i t  is  
writ ten,  “Let  the one who boasts,  boast  in the Lord.”  1Corinthians 
1:30-31

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes us with you in Christ ,  and has anointed us,  
and who has also put his  seal  on us and given us His Spir i t  in  our hear ts 
as a guarantee.”  2Corinthians 1:21-22

Write your prayer of  re jo ic ing and thanksgiv ing.   Ask God to empower you 
to abide IN Jesus and bear much frui t :

Keith Getty and Stuar t  Townsend’s song In  Chr ist  Alone  g ives us 
answers:

Scr ipture a lso gives us guidance.   

Psalm 1:1-4
“Blessed is  the man who walks not  in the counsel  of  the wicked,  nor 
stands in the way of  s inners,  nor  s i ts  in the seat  of  scoffers ;  but  his  
del ight  is  in the law of  the Lord,  and on his  law he meditates day and 
night .

He is  l ike a tree planted by streams of  water  that  y ie lds i ts  f ru i t  in  i ts  
season,  and i ts  leaf  does not wither.  In  a l l  that  he does,  he prospers.  The 
wicked are not  so,  but  are l ike chaff  that  the wind dr ives away.”

Galat ians 5:22
“The frui t  of  the Spir i t  is  love,  joy,  peace,  pat ience,  k indness,  goodness,  
fa i thfulness,  gent leness,  sel f-control…” 

What happens when we abide?

We love.
“… love one another :  just  as I  have loved you,  you also are to love one 
another.  By this  a l l  people wi l l  know that  you are my disciples,  i f  you have 
love for  one another.”  John 13:34-35

We rest  –  knowing that  God is  in control .

Bob’s Stor y:
“As I  was on my way to meet a fr iend,  my fr iend’s bl ind-spot was c i rc l ing 
in my mind.  I  was thinking,  “He doesn’t  see the damage he is  doing.”   This 
happens frequent ly with me.   The formula is  th is :  God reveals to me a s in 
or  bl ind-spot in my l i fe ,  then He lovingly guides me to address i t .   Then,  I  
see the same issue in ever yone else.   Out of  s incere desire to help,  I  want 
to say something.  But ,  often,  my s incere desire to help is  not  helpful .   
Knowing that  I  have this  chal lenge,  I  was wrest l ing with the decis ion to 
say something or  not .   Thankful ly,  God prompted me to s imply come into 
Him and rest  –  Jesus is  my fr iend’s Lord and del iverer,  not  me.  
 
As I  was enter ing the cafe to meet my fr iend,  I  was “r ight”  with my fr iend 
and rest ing in Jesus.   I  was there only to be a fr iend and let  h im invite me 
into his  l i fe  on his  terms.   As we were ta lk ing,  my fr iend said,  “God has 
been showing me some stuff  in  my l i fe  that  I  need to change.”  And,  he 
descr ibed to me the things which I  was concerned about .   The same sin I  
was fleeing from.  He asked me to pray for  h im.   He did not  ask me for  fur-
ther help.   Praise God!  I f  I  had not taken my concern to Jesus and remained 
in Him, I  would have said too much.   God is  per fect ly  capable to care for  
my fr iend,  bear ing frui t  in  his  l i fe  without my help.”

We pray.
“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Th 5:16-18

Take a moment now and pray – s i lent ly,  out- loud,  or  writ ten.

Our prayers are answered.  
“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples”.  John 15:7-8

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:
“God healed me.   Even saying the words was odd to me at  first .   Why?  I  
th ink I ’m skept ical .  

I  went to a prayer tra in ing seminar at  our church.   Before i t  star ted,  I  had 
to go into the k i tchen to see what Ben was cooking up for  the meal .   He is  
not  only a great  cook but a vars i ty encourager.   As I  looked around,  I  
real ized there was not one thing there that  I  could eat .   I  had al lergies to 
food.   Lots of  d i f ferent food.

I t  star ted in high school ,  I  would get  s ick and throw up,  become dizzy and 
my balance was off.   I t  turned out that  my s inuses were severely c logged.   
The doctor  tr ied to i r r igate them but my face just  fi l led with water.   He 
sent me home with some solut ion to help break i t  up.   The next day,  
ever ything came out .   This star ted a 34-year struggle with s inus 
infect ions.   

For  10 years,  I  had infect ions chronical ly.   When our second son was born,  
he had terr ib le ear  infect ions.   After  he had ear tubes,  he got s inus 
infect ions.   I  thought i t  was just  par t  of  our physiology.   The doctors 
wanted to put our l i t t le  2-year-old son on low-level  ant ib iot ics fu l l  t ime.   I  
knew there had to be a better  way.   I  went to my women’s bible study and 
asked them to pray.   Al l  the sudden,  I  real ized the t iming of  h is  infect ions 
connected to the t ime when I  had star ted him on dair y.   I  took him off  dair y 
products and he was a new boy!   To help him accept his  a l lergy,  I  took the 
whole fami ly of f  dair y.   Two weeks later,  I  went to my aunt’s  house and 
had lasagna.   Sure enough,  I  got  a s inus infect ion.   I ,  too,  had a problem 
with dair y.

So,  I  e l iminated i t  f rom our diet .   There have been innumerable awkward 
exper iences at  f r iend’s houses explaining why we couldn’t  eat  the 
wonder ful  meal  that  had been lovingly made for  us.   I t  was hard but i t  
real ly  helped my health.   Instead of  8 or  more s inuses infect ions a year,  I  
only got  2 or  3.

Each infect ion came with ant ibiot ics.   30 years of  ant ib iot ics.   At  one 
point ,  John told me my constant fat igue was not normal .   A few hours after  
ever y meal ,  I  just  wanted to go to s leep.    I  went to a bunch of  di f ferent 
doctors and did e l iminat ion diets and al l  k inds of  other treatments.   I  
real ized by tr ia l  and error,  that  I  real ly  had trouble with yeast ,  tomatoes 
and lemons.   For  the last  few years,  I  have stayed away from those too.   I  
actual ly  fe l t  better.

But ,  I  st i l l  could not fe l lowship over food.   I  d idn’t  l ike going out to dinner,  

even to celebrate an event ,  because I  got  real ly  s ick .   Ever y t ime.   

Two months ago,  I  had a post  hol iday par ty s inus infect ion.   Frank Brown 
prayed for  me and thought that  i t  was a spir i tual  at tack .   I  had never 
thought about i t  that  way,   I  just  a lways thought i t  was physical .

So,  at  the prayer tra in ing,  after  fast ing,  I  real ly  wanted to eat  and 
celebrate with ever yone.   I  went upstairs  and these beaut i fu l  strangers 
prayed for  me.   Here’s  where i t  gets weird.   I  got  a quick mental  p icture in 
my mind of  what I  can only descr ibe as a demon tape worm in my stomach.   
Not scar y but just  r ight  at  home.   I  to ld the prayer team about i t  and they 
didn’t  th ink I  was completely crazy.   They prayed in the name of  Jesus 
Chr ist  for  the demon to be gone.   I  to ld them I  was going to go downstairs  
and eat  and to please keep praying because I  am afraid of  food.

I  went back downstairs  to the seminar for  a quest ion and answer t ime and 
my neck star ted feel ing l ike my lymph nodes were being flushed -  
contract ing and releasing.

I  went and ate.   Biscuits  and gravy!   (Homemade dair y goodness! )  I  went 
to Panera the next day and had a sandwich with cheese and tomatoes.   I  
baked bread and ate a lmost the whole loaf.   I  went to a Royals game and 
had a hot  dog with ever ything on i t .  (So good!)   I  ate ice cream 
sandwiches.   I  went out  to dinner with an old fr iend last  n ight and ate 
ever ything that  was ordered.   I t  was so much fun to par t ic ipate in the 
meal .   

People have asked i f  i t  has stuck and i f  I ’m st i l l  healed.   Even in my own 
doubts,  I  am.  

Praise God and Thank You.  Thank You.  Thank You.

I t  is  a miracle .   My husband says I  actual ly  breathe through my nose when 
I  s leep.  I  have so much energy!  I  a lways wondered how people got so 
much done.  The funniest  par t  is  I  had not real ized how emotional ly  taxing 
i t  was navigat ing what food I  could eat  and how to respond to fr iends 
when I  couldn’t  eat .   I  feel  f ree.”

Since you have accepted the oppor tunity to abide in Chr ist ,  what have you 
been praying for?

Give Him praise for  the answered prayers!

Regarding the unanswered prayers,  take a moment ,  accept His invitat ion 
to Abide In Him, seek His wi l l  for  the s i tuat ion,  pray and pet i t ion Him 
again.  He has promised,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  
ask whatever you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.”  John 15:7

What happens when we abide in Jesus?

We have hopeful  joy.  
“These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my joy may be in you,  and that  
your joy may be ful l .”  John 15:11 

Brother Lawrence’s Stor y from “Pract ic ing the Presence of  God”

“ I  keep my attent ion on God in a s imple,  loving way.   This is  my soul ’s  
secret  exper ience of  the actual ,  unceasing presence of  God…

I am sure my soul  has been with God for  more than thir ty years.  I  consider 
God my King,  against  whom I  have committed al l  sor ts of  cr imes.   
Confessing my s ins to Him and asking Him to forgive me,  I  p lace myself  in  
His hands to do whatever He pleases with me.

This King,  who is  fu l l  of  goodness and mercy,  doesn’t  punish me.  Rather,  
He embraces me lovingly and invites me to eat  at  His table .   He serves me 
Himself  and gives me the keys to His treasur y,  t reat ing me as His favor i te .   
He convenes with me without ment ioning ei ther  my s ins or  His 
forgiveness.   My former habits are seemingly forgotten.   Although I  beg 
Him to do whatever He wishes with me,  He does nothing but caress me.   
This is  what being in His holy presence is  l ike .

My day-to-day l i fe  consists of  giv ing God my s imple,  loving at tent ion.   I f  I  
am distracted,  He cal ls  me back in tones that  are supernatural ly  
beaut i fu l .”

We have di fficult  t imes whi le God prunes us.
“Ever y branch that  does bear f ru i t  he prunes,  that  i t  may bear more frui t .”  
John 15:2

We wi l l  ser ve the needy.  
“Rel igion that  God our Father accepts as pure and fault less is  th is :  to look 
after  orphans and widows in their  d istress and to keep oneself  f rom being 
pol luted by the world.”

We are not s in less,  but  we s in less and less.
“You,  however,  are control led not by the flesh,  but  by the Spir i t ,  i f  the 
Spir i t  of  God l ives in you.”  Romans 8:9

We have supernatural  “ l ight”.
“ I  am the l ight  of  the world.  Whoever fo l lows me wi l l  not  walk in darkness,  
but  wi l l  have the l ight  of  l i fe .”  John 8:12.  

We are generous.
“for  in a severe test  of  afflict ion,  their  abundance of  joy and their  extreme 
pover ty have over flowed in a wealth of  generosity on their  par t .”  
2 Cor inthians 8:2

We are protected dur ing the storms of  l i fe .
“Blessed is  the man who trusts in the Lord,  whose trust  is  the Lord.  He is  
l ike a tree planted by water,  that  sends out i ts  roots by the stream, and 
does not fear  when heat comes,  for  i ts  leaves remain green,  and is  not  
anxious in the year of  drought ,  for  i t  does not cease to bear f ru i t .”  
Jeremiah 17:7-8

We stop str iv ing to be accepted by God because we are a lready accepted 
as His adopted chi ldren.
“ In love he predest ined us for  adopt ion to sonship through Jesus Chr ist ,  in  
accordance with his  pleasure and wi l l .”  Ephesians 1:5

We stand firm when chal lenged by evi l .
“Therefore take up the whole armor of  God,  that  you may be able to 
withstand in the evi l  day,  and having done al l ,  to stand firm.”  Ephesians 
6:13

We make disciples.
And Jesus came and said to them, “Al l  author i ty in heaven and on ear th 
has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of  a l l  nat ions,  
bapt iz ing them in the name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy 
Spir i t ,  teaching them to obser ve al l  that  I  have commanded you.  And 
behold,  I  am with you always,  to the end of  the age.”  Matthew 28:18-20

John’s Stor y:
“As I  was praying about Jesus’  invitat ion to abide in Him, I  was asking Him 
what i t  means to bear f ru i t .   Jesus is  promising that  I  would bear f ru i t  i f  I  
abide in Him.  How wi l l  I  know when frui t  is  growing?  Jesus’  final  ear thly 
command to us was to “Go make disciples”.   I t  is  obviously His wi l l  for  us 
to do so.   My next thought was,  “Who am I  encouraging to mature as a 
disc iple of  Chr ist?”   At the t ime,  I  was not reaching out to anyone in an 
intent ional  way,  but  I  was meet ing i r regular ly  with several  young 
Christ ian business owners to discuss chal lenges and ideas.  God led me to 
gather a l l  of  them together regular ly  to discuss how to abide in Chr ist  
through our ro les as business owners and aspir ing Godly leaders.  We 
discuss how our goals,  h i r ing and fir ing,  taking business r isk ,  and 
fami ly-work-church pr ior i t ies need to be processed through the command 
for  us to abide in Chr ist .   Our decis ions in the work-place are not  apar t  
f rom Christ .   

God has blessed our t imes together.   We have been loving each other 
through this  intent ional  format and are confident that  our decis ions to 
abide in Chr ist  through business wi l l  cont inue to bear f ru i t .”  

What does Godly fru i t  look l ike? 

I t  looks l ike the church unit ing IN Chr ist  to glor i fy  Him so that  the world 
may know that Jesus was sent by the Father !

Jesus prayed:
“ I  do not ask for  these only,  but  a lso for  those who wi l l  bel ieve in me 
through their  word,  that  they may al l  be one,  just  as you,  Father,  are in me,  
and I  in  you,  that  they also may be in us,  so that  the world may bel ieve 
that  you have sent me.  The glor y that  you have given me I  have given to 
them, that  they may be one even as we are one,  I  in  them and you in me,  
that  they may become per fect ly  one,  so that  the world may know that you 
sent me and loved them even as you loved me’  John 17:20-23

As we read the l ist  of  behaviors and results  of  abiding in Chr ist ,  we wi l l  
not ice that  some don’t  yet  apply to us.  I t  can be frustrat ing when we 
not ice that  our f ru i t  is  growing s low.  Good news!   Understanding this  
real i ty  wi l l  cause the repentance,  humil i ty  and awareness that  we need.   
Let’s  turn to Jesus and abide in Him. His power is  made per fect  in our 
weakness.

“ I f  we say we have no s in ,  we deceive ourselves,  and the truth is  not  in us.  
I f  we confess our s ins,  he is  fa i thful  and just  to forgive us our s ins and to 
c leanse us from al l  unr ighteousness.”  1John 1:8-9

And,  when we do abide,  we get out  of  our own way and let  the creator  of  
the universe grow fruit  through us!

How would you descr ibe the results  of  abiding in Jesus?

What quest ions do you have?

Take the answers to the previous two quest ions and turn them into a 
writ ten prayer to God.

Ask God to br ing to your mind who he wants you to disc iple (pray for,  
meet with,  and encourage to abide in Chr ist ) .  

Who comes to mind? 

What is  an act ion you can take?

CHAPTER FIVE:

WHAT HAPPENS
WHEN WE ABIDE

IN JESUS?

hap·pen
/ˈhapən/

verb
take place; occur
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Let’s  be reminded about the Author and Creator  of  ALL.   He is the one 
who is continual .

“And this  is  what He promised us--eternal  l i fe .”  1 John 2:25

“But you,  O Lord,  are a shie ld about me,  my glor y,  and the l i fter  of  my 
head.  I  cr ied aloud to the Lord,  and He answered me from His holy hi l l .”  
Psalm 3:3

“For I  am sure that  neither  death nor l i fe ,  nor  angels nor rulers,  nor  things 
present nor things to come,  nor powers,  nor  height nor depth,  nor  
anything else in a l l  creat ion,  wi l l  be able to separate us from the love of  
God in  Chr ist  Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 8:38-39

ALWAYS; WITHOUT CEASING; IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  and give thanks in a l l  
c i rcumstances;  for this is  the wil l  of  God IN Christ Jesus  for  you.”  
1Thessalonians 5:17-18

There are few places in the bible where the wi l l  of  God is  stated more 
direct ly :  “For this  is  the wi l l  of  God IN Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”

Rejoice a lways…pray without ceasing….  give thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances.

Obviously,  God wi l l  bear plent i fu l  f ru i t  through us whi le we are a lways 
abiding in Chr ist  -  re jo ic ing,  praying and giv ing thanks.   And,  i f  you are 
l ike most of  us,  at  t imes,  cal ls  for  spir i tual  consistency l ike this  f rustrate 
us because we feel  we cannot do i t .

THE POWER FOR “ALWAYS”

Good news!   God is  not  asking us to be the dr iv ing force to accompl ish His 
wi l l .   He is  asking us to y ie ld to the power and consistency that  He offers.   
He (the v ine)  wi l l  bear f ru i t  through us ( the branch)  by His Holy Spir i t .

“ I t  is  because of Him  you are in Chr ist  Jesus.”  1Cor1:30;  

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes  us with you in Chr ist .”  2Cor1:21;  

“And I  am sure of  th is ,  that  he who began a good work in you  wi l l  br ing 
i t  to complet ion at  the day of  Jesus Chr ist .”  Phi l ippians 1:6

Who is  the power behind the invitat ion to abide cont inual ly?  

Pick one of  the previous scr iptures and write i t  out  –  inser t  your name in 
place of  the pronoun “you” or  “us”.

Receive this  prayer f rom the Apost le Paul :  

“We have not ceased to pray for  you,  asking that  you may be fil led with 
the knowledge of  h is  wi l l  in  a l l  spir i tual  wisdom and understanding,  so as 
to walk in a manner wor thy of  the Lord,  fu l ly  pleasing to Him: bear ing frui t  
in  ever y good work and increasing in the knowledge of  God;  being 
strengthened with a l l  power,  according to his  glor ious might ,  for  a l l  
endurance and pat ience with joy;  g iv ing thanks to the Father,  who has 
qual ified you to share in the inher i tance of  the saints in l ight .  He has 
del ivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son,  in  whom we have redemption,  the 
forgiveness of  s ins.”  Colossians 1:9-13

From whom is the power to fu lfi l l  th is  prayer?

Please go back through the scr ipture above and under l ine a l l  the blessings 
Paul  is  praying for  us to receive.

Slow yourself  for  a moment and write a prayer of  thanksgiv ing to God for  
lovingly cal l ing you to Himself.  Be at  peace in His work on your behalf.   
Thank Him for  drawing you to Himself  and for  being the power -  
complet ing His workmanship in you.  “For we are his  workmanship,  created 
IN Christ Jesus  for  good works,  which God prepared beforehand,  that  we 
should walk in them.”  Ephesians 2:10

HINDRANCES

As you read the scr ipture below, pray that  God wi l l  show you things that  
are hinder ing you from abiding IN Chr ist  without ceasing.   Because this  
scr ipture is  ver y fami l iar  to many of  us,  we are at  r isk of  sk imming and 
missing fresh words from our Lord.   Digest  each phrase,  abide in His love 
– l isten and fol low His direct ion.

The Parable of  the Sower (Matthew 13)

“That same day Jesus went out  of  the house and sat  beside the sea.  And 
great  crowds gathered about Him, so that  he got into a boat and sat  down. 
And the whole crowd stood on the beach.  And he told them many things 
in parables,  saying:  “A sower went out  to sow. And as he sowed,  some 
seeds fe l l  a long the path,  and the birds came and devoured them. Other 
seeds fe l l  on rocky ground,  where they did not  have much soi l ,  and imme-
diately they sprang up,  s ince they had no depth of  soi l ,  but  when the sun 
rose they were scorched.  And s ince they had no root ,  they withered away.  
Other seeds fe l l  among thorns,  and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
Other seeds fe l l  on good soi l  and produced grain,  some a hundredfold,  
some sixty,  some thir ty.  He who has ears,  let  h im hear.”

The Parable of  the Sower Explained

“Hear then the parable of  the sower :  When anyone hears the word of  the 
k ingdom and does not understand i t ,  the evi l  one comes and snatches 
away what has been sown in his  hear t .  This is  what was sown along the 
path.  As for  what was sown on rocky ground,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and immediately receives i t  with joy,  yet  he has no root  in himself,  
but  endures for  a whi le ,  and when tr ibulat ion or  persecut ion ar ises on 
account of  the word,  immediately he fa l ls  away.  As for  what was sown 
among thorns,  th is  is  the one who hears the word,  but  the cares of  the 
world and the deceit fu lness of  r iches choke the word,  and i t  proves un-
f ru i t fu l .  As for  what was sown on good soi l ,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and understands i t .  He indeed bears frui t  and yie lds,  in  one case a 
hundredfold,  in  another s ixty,  and in another thir ty.”

What did God i l luminate to you in this  scr ipture?  

ENCOURAGEMENT

From the firm foundat ion of  God’s power to establ ish us IN  Him,  let ’s  rest  
and l isten.  Andrew Murray wrote (paraphrased) :

“Many of  us admit  that  i t  is  a blessed pr iv i lege and duty to abide in Chr ist ,  
and yet  we quest ion:  Is  i t  possible ,  a  l i fe  of  unbroken fe l lowship with the 
Savior?”   Maybe saint ly  Chr ist ians wi l l  at ta in i t ;  but ,  for  the large major i ty  
of  d isc iples,  whose l i fe  is  so ful ly  occupied,  i t  can hardly be expected.   Yet ,  
the more they hear of  th is  l i fe ,  the deeper their  sense of  i ts  glor y – there 
is  nothing they would not sacr ifice to par take of  i t .   But they are too weak,  
too unfaithful  –  they never can grasp i t .

Dear souls !  Abiding in Christ is  meant for the weak!   I t  is  so beaut i fu l ly  
suited to our feebleness.   Abiding is  not  the doing of  some great  thing and 
does not demand that  we first  lead a holy and devoted l i fe .   No,  i t  is  s imply 
weakness entrust ing i tsel f  to the Mighty One to be kept – the unfaithful  
person cast ing himself  on The One who is  t rustwor thy and per fect .   
Abiding in Him is  not  a work that  we have to do to enjoy His salvat ion.  I t  
is  consent ing to let  Him do al l  for  us,  and in us,  and through us.   I t  is  a 
work He does for  us – the frui t  and power of  His redeeming love.   Our par t  
is  s imply to y ie ld,  to trust ,  and to wait  for  what He has planned to 
per form.

Abide in me:  These words are not  the Law of  Moses,  demanding behaviors 
than cannot be per formed.  These words are the command of  love,  a 
promise of  a di f ferent shape.   Think of  th is  unt i l  a l l  feel ings of  burden and 
fear  and despair  go away,  and the first  thought that  comes to you as you 
hear of  abiding in Jesus is  one of  br ight  and joyful  hope – i t  is  for  me,  you 
say,  I  know I  wi l l  enjoy i t .    You are not under the law, with its 
unstoppable Do, but under grace,  the blessed gift  of bel ieving what 
Christ wil l  do.”

From the reading above,  what phrases or  thoughts stand-out to you?

Why do you think these phrases or  thoughts are af fect ing you?

If  God is  the one who is  “responsible”  for  establ ishing us In Him, what is  
your ro le?

EACH MOMENT

Andrew Murray has helped so many bel ievers to understand the loving 
invitat ion to abide In Jesus.   He writes,  “And to a l l  who desire to learn the 
blessed ar t  of  l iv ing only a moment at  a t ime,  we want to say:  The way to 
learn i t  is  to exercise yourself  in  l iv ing in the present moment .  Each t ime 
your at tent ion is  f ree to occupy i tsel f  with the thought of  Jesus -  whether 
i t  be with t ime to think and pray,  or  only for  a few passing seconds -  let  
your first  thought be to say:  Now, at  th is  moment ,  I  do abide in Jesus.  Use 
such t ime,  not  in vain regrets that  you have not been abiding ful ly,  or  st i l l  
more hur t ful  fears that  you wi l l  not  be able to abide,  but  just  at  once take 
the posit ion the Father has given you:  " I  am in Chr ist ;  th is  is  the place God 
has given me.  I  accept i t ;  here I  rest ;  I  do now abide in Jesus."  This is  the 
way to learn to abide continual ly.”

How can we abide cont inual ly?  By let t ing God’s love for  us do i ts  work in 
and through us.   Our abiding is  a work that  God under takes.   Let’s  y ie ld to 
His work of  empowering us to abide.

 “Because of Him you are in Christ Jesus ,  who became to us wisdom from 
God,  r ighteousness and sanct ificat ion and redemption,  so that ,  as i t  is  
writ ten,  “Let  the one who boasts,  boast  in the Lord.”  1Corinthians 
1:30-31

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes us with you in Christ ,  and has anointed us,  
and who has also put his  seal  on us and given us His Spir i t  in  our hear ts 
as a guarantee.”  2Corinthians 1:21-22

Write your prayer of  re jo ic ing and thanksgiv ing.   Ask God to empower you 
to abide IN Jesus and bear much frui t :

Keith Getty and Stuar t  Townsend’s song In  Chr ist  Alone  g ives us 
answers:

Scr ipture a lso gives us guidance.   

Psalm 1:1-4
“Blessed is  the man who walks not  in the counsel  of  the wicked,  nor 
stands in the way of  s inners,  nor  s i ts  in the seat  of  scoffers ;  but  his  
del ight  is  in the law of  the Lord,  and on his  law he meditates day and 
night .

He is  l ike a tree planted by streams of  water  that  y ie lds i ts  f ru i t  in  i ts  
season,  and i ts  leaf  does not wither.  In  a l l  that  he does,  he prospers.  The 
wicked are not  so,  but  are l ike chaff  that  the wind dr ives away.”

Galat ians 5:22
“The frui t  of  the Spir i t  is  love,  joy,  peace,  pat ience,  k indness,  goodness,  
fa i thfulness,  gent leness,  sel f-control…” 

What happens when we abide?

We love.
“… love one another :  just  as I  have loved you,  you also are to love one 
another.  By this  a l l  people wi l l  know that  you are my disciples,  i f  you have 
love for  one another.”  John 13:34-35

We rest  –  knowing that  God is  in control .

Bob’s Stor y:
“As I  was on my way to meet a fr iend,  my fr iend’s bl ind-spot was c i rc l ing 
in my mind.  I  was thinking,  “He doesn’t  see the damage he is  doing.”   This 
happens frequent ly with me.   The formula is  th is :  God reveals to me a s in 
or  bl ind-spot in my l i fe ,  then He lovingly guides me to address i t .   Then,  I  
see the same issue in ever yone else.   Out of  s incere desire to help,  I  want 
to say something.  But ,  often,  my s incere desire to help is  not  helpful .   
Knowing that  I  have this  chal lenge,  I  was wrest l ing with the decis ion to 
say something or  not .   Thankful ly,  God prompted me to s imply come into 
Him and rest  –  Jesus is  my fr iend’s Lord and del iverer,  not  me.  
 
As I  was enter ing the cafe to meet my fr iend,  I  was “r ight”  with my fr iend 
and rest ing in Jesus.   I  was there only to be a fr iend and let  h im invite me 
into his  l i fe  on his  terms.   As we were ta lk ing,  my fr iend said,  “God has 
been showing me some stuff  in  my l i fe  that  I  need to change.”  And,  he 
descr ibed to me the things which I  was concerned about .   The same sin I  
was fleeing from.  He asked me to pray for  h im.   He did not  ask me for  fur-
ther help.   Praise God!  I f  I  had not taken my concern to Jesus and remained 
in Him, I  would have said too much.   God is  per fect ly  capable to care for  
my fr iend,  bear ing frui t  in  his  l i fe  without my help.”

We pray.
“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Th 5:16-18

Take a moment now and pray – s i lent ly,  out- loud,  or  writ ten.

Our prayers are answered.  
“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples”.  John 15:7-8

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:
“God healed me.   Even saying the words was odd to me at  first .   Why?  I  
th ink I ’m skept ical .  

I  went to a prayer tra in ing seminar at  our church.   Before i t  star ted,  I  had 
to go into the k i tchen to see what Ben was cooking up for  the meal .   He is  
not  only a great  cook but a vars i ty encourager.   As I  looked around,  I  
real ized there was not one thing there that  I  could eat .   I  had al lergies to 
food.   Lots of  d i f ferent food.

I t  star ted in high school ,  I  would get  s ick and throw up,  become dizzy and 
my balance was off.   I t  turned out that  my s inuses were severely c logged.   
The doctor  tr ied to i r r igate them but my face just  fi l led with water.   He 
sent me home with some solut ion to help break i t  up.   The next day,  
ever ything came out .   This star ted a 34-year struggle with s inus 
infect ions.   

For  10 years,  I  had infect ions chronical ly.   When our second son was born,  
he had terr ib le ear  infect ions.   After  he had ear tubes,  he got s inus 
infect ions.   I  thought i t  was just  par t  of  our physiology.   The doctors 
wanted to put our l i t t le  2-year-old son on low-level  ant ib iot ics fu l l  t ime.   I  
knew there had to be a better  way.   I  went to my women’s bible study and 
asked them to pray.   Al l  the sudden,  I  real ized the t iming of  h is  infect ions 
connected to the t ime when I  had star ted him on dair y.   I  took him off  dair y 
products and he was a new boy!   To help him accept his  a l lergy,  I  took the 
whole fami ly of f  dair y.   Two weeks later,  I  went to my aunt’s  house and 
had lasagna.   Sure enough,  I  got  a s inus infect ion.   I ,  too,  had a problem 
with dair y.

So,  I  e l iminated i t  f rom our diet .   There have been innumerable awkward 
exper iences at  f r iend’s houses explaining why we couldn’t  eat  the 
wonder ful  meal  that  had been lovingly made for  us.   I t  was hard but i t  
real ly  helped my health.   Instead of  8 or  more s inuses infect ions a year,  I  
only got  2 or  3.

Each infect ion came with ant ibiot ics.   30 years of  ant ib iot ics.   At  one 
point ,  John told me my constant fat igue was not normal .   A few hours after  
ever y meal ,  I  just  wanted to go to s leep.    I  went to a bunch of  di f ferent 
doctors and did e l iminat ion diets and al l  k inds of  other treatments.   I  
real ized by tr ia l  and error,  that  I  real ly  had trouble with yeast ,  tomatoes 
and lemons.   For  the last  few years,  I  have stayed away from those too.   I  
actual ly  fe l t  better.

But ,  I  st i l l  could not fe l lowship over food.   I  d idn’t  l ike going out to dinner,  

even to celebrate an event ,  because I  got  real ly  s ick .   Ever y t ime.   

Two months ago,  I  had a post  hol iday par ty s inus infect ion.   Frank Brown 
prayed for  me and thought that  i t  was a spir i tual  at tack .   I  had never 
thought about i t  that  way,   I  just  a lways thought i t  was physical .

So,  at  the prayer tra in ing,  after  fast ing,  I  real ly  wanted to eat  and 
celebrate with ever yone.   I  went upstairs  and these beaut i fu l  strangers 
prayed for  me.   Here’s  where i t  gets weird.   I  got  a quick mental  p icture in 
my mind of  what I  can only descr ibe as a demon tape worm in my stomach.   
Not scar y but just  r ight  at  home.   I  to ld the prayer team about i t  and they 
didn’t  th ink I  was completely crazy.   They prayed in the name of  Jesus 
Chr ist  for  the demon to be gone.   I  to ld them I  was going to go downstairs  
and eat  and to please keep praying because I  am afraid of  food.

I  went back downstairs  to the seminar for  a quest ion and answer t ime and 
my neck star ted feel ing l ike my lymph nodes were being flushed -  
contract ing and releasing.

I  went and ate.   Biscuits  and gravy!   (Homemade dair y goodness! )  I  went 
to Panera the next day and had a sandwich with cheese and tomatoes.   I  
baked bread and ate a lmost the whole loaf.   I  went to a Royals game and 
had a hot  dog with ever ything on i t .  (So good!)   I  ate ice cream 
sandwiches.   I  went out  to dinner with an old fr iend last  n ight and ate 
ever ything that  was ordered.   I t  was so much fun to par t ic ipate in the 
meal .   

People have asked i f  i t  has stuck and i f  I ’m st i l l  healed.   Even in my own 
doubts,  I  am.  

Praise God and Thank You.  Thank You.  Thank You.

I t  is  a miracle .   My husband says I  actual ly  breathe through my nose when 
I  s leep.  I  have so much energy!  I  a lways wondered how people got so 
much done.  The funniest  par t  is  I  had not real ized how emotional ly  taxing 
i t  was navigat ing what food I  could eat  and how to respond to fr iends 
when I  couldn’t  eat .   I  feel  f ree.”

Since you have accepted the oppor tunity to abide in Chr ist ,  what have you 
been praying for?

Give Him praise for  the answered prayers!

Regarding the unanswered prayers,  take a moment ,  accept His invitat ion 
to Abide In Him, seek His wi l l  for  the s i tuat ion,  pray and pet i t ion Him 
again.  He has promised,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  
ask whatever you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.”  John 15:7

What happens when we abide in Jesus?

We have hopeful  joy.  
“These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my joy may be in you,  and that  
your joy may be ful l .”  John 15:11 

Brother Lawrence’s Stor y from “Pract ic ing the Presence of  God”

“ I  keep my attent ion on God in a s imple,  loving way.   This is  my soul ’s  
secret  exper ience of  the actual ,  unceasing presence of  God…

I am sure my soul  has been with God for  more than thir ty years.  I  consider 
God my King,  against  whom I  have committed al l  sor ts of  cr imes.   
Confessing my s ins to Him and asking Him to forgive me,  I  p lace myself  in  
His hands to do whatever He pleases with me.

This King,  who is  fu l l  of  goodness and mercy,  doesn’t  punish me.  Rather,  
He embraces me lovingly and invites me to eat  at  His table .   He serves me 
Himself  and gives me the keys to His treasur y,  t reat ing me as His favor i te .   
He convenes with me without ment ioning ei ther  my s ins or  His 
forgiveness.   My former habits are seemingly forgotten.   Although I  beg 
Him to do whatever He wishes with me,  He does nothing but caress me.   
This is  what being in His holy presence is  l ike .

My day-to-day l i fe  consists of  giv ing God my s imple,  loving at tent ion.   I f  I  
am distracted,  He cal ls  me back in tones that  are supernatural ly  
beaut i fu l .”

We have di fficult  t imes whi le God prunes us.
“Ever y branch that  does bear f ru i t  he prunes,  that  i t  may bear more frui t .”  
John 15:2

We wi l l  ser ve the needy.  
“Rel igion that  God our Father accepts as pure and fault less is  th is :  to look 
after  orphans and widows in their  d istress and to keep oneself  f rom being 
pol luted by the world.”

We are not s in less,  but  we s in less and less.
“You,  however,  are control led not by the flesh,  but  by the Spir i t ,  i f  the 
Spir i t  of  God l ives in you.”  Romans 8:9

We have supernatural  “ l ight”.
“ I  am the l ight  of  the world.  Whoever fo l lows me wi l l  not  walk in darkness,  
but  wi l l  have the l ight  of  l i fe .”  John 8:12.  

We are generous.
“for  in a severe test  of  afflict ion,  their  abundance of  joy and their  extreme 
pover ty have over flowed in a wealth of  generosity on their  par t .”  
2 Cor inthians 8:2

We are protected dur ing the storms of  l i fe .
“Blessed is  the man who trusts in the Lord,  whose trust  is  the Lord.  He is  
l ike a tree planted by water,  that  sends out i ts  roots by the stream, and 
does not fear  when heat comes,  for  i ts  leaves remain green,  and is  not  
anxious in the year of  drought ,  for  i t  does not cease to bear f ru i t .”  
Jeremiah 17:7-8

We stop str iv ing to be accepted by God because we are a lready accepted 
as His adopted chi ldren.
“ In love he predest ined us for  adopt ion to sonship through Jesus Chr ist ,  in  
accordance with his  pleasure and wi l l .”  Ephesians 1:5

We stand firm when chal lenged by evi l .
“Therefore take up the whole armor of  God,  that  you may be able to 
withstand in the evi l  day,  and having done al l ,  to stand firm.”  Ephesians 
6:13

We make disciples.
And Jesus came and said to them, “Al l  author i ty in heaven and on ear th 
has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of  a l l  nat ions,  
bapt iz ing them in the name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy 
Spir i t ,  teaching them to obser ve al l  that  I  have commanded you.  And 
behold,  I  am with you always,  to the end of  the age.”  Matthew 28:18-20

John’s Stor y:
“As I  was praying about Jesus’  invitat ion to abide in Him, I  was asking Him 
what i t  means to bear f ru i t .   Jesus is  promising that  I  would bear f ru i t  i f  I  
abide in Him.  How wi l l  I  know when frui t  is  growing?  Jesus’  final  ear thly 
command to us was to “Go make disciples”.   I t  is  obviously His wi l l  for  us 
to do so.   My next thought was,  “Who am I  encouraging to mature as a 
disc iple of  Chr ist?”   At the t ime,  I  was not reaching out to anyone in an 
intent ional  way,  but  I  was meet ing i r regular ly  with several  young 
Christ ian business owners to discuss chal lenges and ideas.  God led me to 
gather a l l  of  them together regular ly  to discuss how to abide in Chr ist  
through our ro les as business owners and aspir ing Godly leaders.  We 
discuss how our goals,  h i r ing and fir ing,  taking business r isk ,  and 
fami ly-work-church pr ior i t ies need to be processed through the command 
for  us to abide in Chr ist .   Our decis ions in the work-place are not  apar t  
f rom Christ .   

God has blessed our t imes together.   We have been loving each other 
through this  intent ional  format and are confident that  our decis ions to 
abide in Chr ist  through business wi l l  cont inue to bear f ru i t .”  

What does Godly fru i t  look l ike? 

I t  looks l ike the church unit ing IN Chr ist  to glor i fy  Him so that  the world 
may know that  Jesus was sent by the Father !

Jesus prayed:
“ I  do not ask for  these only,  but  a lso for  those who wi l l  bel ieve in me 
through their  word,  that  they may al l  be one,  just  as you,  Father,  are in me,  
and I  in  you,  that  they also may be in us,  so that  the world may bel ieve 
that  you have sent me.  The glor y that  you have given me I  have given to 
them, that  they may be one even as we are one,  I  in  them and you in me,  
that  they may become per fect ly  one,  so that  the world may know that you 
sent me and loved them even as you loved me’  John 17:20-23

As we read the l ist  of  behaviors and results  of  abiding in Chr ist ,  we wi l l  
not ice that  some don’t  yet  apply to us.  I t  can be frustrat ing when we 
not ice that  our f ru i t  is  growing s low.  Good news!   Understanding this  
real i ty  wi l l  cause the repentance,  humil i ty  and awareness that  we need.   
Let’s  turn to Jesus and abide in Him. His power is  made per fect  in our 
weakness.

“ I f  we say we have no s in ,  we deceive ourselves,  and the truth is  not  in us.  
I f  we confess our s ins,  he is  fa i thful  and just  to forgive us our s ins and to 
c leanse us from al l  unr ighteousness.”  1John 1:8-9

And,  when we do abide,  we get out  of  our own way and let  the creator  of  
the universe grow fruit  through us!

How would you descr ibe the results  of  abiding in Jesus?

What quest ions do you have?

Take the answers to the previous two quest ions and turn them into a 
writ ten prayer to God.

Ask God to br ing to your mind who he wants you to disc iple (pray for,  
meet with,  and encourage to abide in Chr ist ) .  

Who comes to mind? 

What is  an act ion you can take?

“ In  Chr ist  a lone,  my hope is  found
He is  my l ight ,  my strength my song;
This cornerstone,  th is  sol id ground,
Firm through the fiercest  drought and storm
What heights of  love,  what depths of  peace,
When fears are st i l led,  when str iv ings cease!
My comfor ter,  my al l  in  a l l  –
Here in the love of  Chr ist  I  stand.
 
No gui l t  in  l i fe ,  no fear  in death
This is  the power of  Chr ist  in  me
From l i fe’s  first  cr y,  to final  breath
Jesus commands my dest iny
No power of  hel l ,  no scheme of  man
Can ever pluck me from his hand
Ti l  he returns or  cal ls  me home
Here in  the power of  Chr ist  I ’ l l  stand.”
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Let’s  be reminded about the Author and Creator  of  ALL.   He is the one 
who is continual .

“And this  is  what He promised us--eternal  l i fe .”  1 John 2:25

“But you,  O Lord,  are a shie ld about me,  my glor y,  and the l i fter  of  my 
head.  I  cr ied aloud to the Lord,  and He answered me from His holy hi l l .”  
Psalm 3:3

“For I  am sure that  neither  death nor l i fe ,  nor  angels nor rulers,  nor  things 
present nor things to come,  nor powers,  nor  height nor depth,  nor  
anything else in a l l  creat ion,  wi l l  be able to separate us from the love of  
God in  Chr ist  Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 8:38-39

ALWAYS; WITHOUT CEASING; IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  and give thanks in a l l  
c i rcumstances;  for this is  the wil l  of  God IN Christ Jesus  for  you.”  
1Thessalonians 5:17-18

There are few places in the bible where the wi l l  of  God is  stated more 
direct ly :  “For this  is  the wi l l  of  God IN Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”

Rejoice a lways…pray without ceasing….  give thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances.

Obviously,  God wi l l  bear plent i fu l  f ru i t  through us whi le we are a lways 
abiding in Chr ist  -  re jo ic ing,  praying and giv ing thanks.   And,  i f  you are 
l ike most of  us,  at  t imes,  cal ls  for  spir i tual  consistency l ike this  f rustrate 
us because we feel  we cannot do i t .

THE POWER FOR “ALWAYS”

Good news!   God is  not  asking us to be the dr iv ing force to accompl ish His 
wi l l .   He is  asking us to y ie ld to the power and consistency that  He offers.   
He (the v ine)  wi l l  bear f ru i t  through us ( the branch)  by His Holy Spir i t .

“ I t  is  because of Him  you are in Chr ist  Jesus.”  1Cor1:30;  

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes  us with you in Chr ist .”  2Cor1:21;  

“And I  am sure of  th is ,  that  he who began a good work in you  wi l l  br ing 
i t  to complet ion at  the day of  Jesus Chr ist .”  Phi l ippians 1:6

Who is  the power behind the invitat ion to abide cont inual ly?  

Pick one of  the previous scr iptures and write i t  out  –  inser t  your name in 
place of  the pronoun “you” or  “us”.

Receive this  prayer f rom the Apost le Paul :  

“We have not ceased to pray for  you,  asking that  you may be fil led with 
the knowledge of  h is  wi l l  in  a l l  spir i tual  wisdom and understanding,  so as 
to walk in a manner wor thy of  the Lord,  fu l ly  pleasing to Him: bear ing frui t  
in  ever y good work and increasing in the knowledge of  God;  being 
strengthened with a l l  power,  according to his  glor ious might ,  for  a l l  
endurance and pat ience with joy;  g iv ing thanks to the Father,  who has 
qual ified you to share in the inher i tance of  the saints in l ight .  He has 
del ivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son,  in  whom we have redemption,  the 
forgiveness of  s ins.”  Colossians 1:9-13

From whom is  the power to fu lfi l l  th is  prayer?

Please go back through the scr ipture above and under l ine a l l  the blessings 
Paul  is  praying for  us to receive.

Slow yourself  for  a moment and write a prayer of  thanksgiv ing to God for  
lovingly cal l ing you to Himself.  Be at  peace in His work on your behalf.   
Thank Him for  drawing you to Himself  and for  being the power -  
complet ing His workmanship in you.  “For we are his  workmanship,  created 
IN Christ Jesus  for  good works,  which God prepared beforehand,  that  we 
should walk in them.”  Ephesians 2:10

HINDRANCES

As you read the scr ipture below, pray that  God wi l l  show you things that  
are hinder ing you from abiding IN Chr ist  without ceasing.   Because this  
scr ipture is  ver y fami l iar  to many of  us,  we are at  r isk of  sk imming and 
missing fresh words from our Lord.   Digest  each phrase,  abide in His love 
– l isten and fol low His direct ion.

The Parable of  the Sower (Matthew 13)

“That same day Jesus went out  of  the house and sat  beside the sea.  And 
great  crowds gathered about Him, so that  he got into a boat and sat  down. 
And the whole crowd stood on the beach.  And he told them many things 
in parables,  saying:  “A sower went out  to sow. And as he sowed,  some 
seeds fe l l  a long the path,  and the birds came and devoured them. Other 
seeds fe l l  on rocky ground,  where they did not  have much soi l ,  and imme-
diately they sprang up,  s ince they had no depth of  soi l ,  but  when the sun 
rose they were scorched.  And s ince they had no root ,  they withered away.  
Other seeds fe l l  among thorns,  and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
Other seeds fe l l  on good soi l  and produced grain,  some a hundredfold,  
some sixty,  some thir ty.  He who has ears,  let  h im hear.”

The Parable of  the Sower Explained

“Hear then the parable of  the sower :  When anyone hears the word of  the 
k ingdom and does not understand i t ,  the evi l  one comes and snatches 
away what has been sown in his  hear t .  This is  what was sown along the 
path.  As for  what was sown on rocky ground,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and immediately receives i t  with joy,  yet  he has no root  in himself,  
but  endures for  a whi le ,  and when tr ibulat ion or  persecut ion ar ises on 
account of  the word,  immediately he fa l ls  away.  As for  what was sown 
among thorns,  th is  is  the one who hears the word,  but  the cares of  the 
world and the deceit fu lness of  r iches choke the word,  and i t  proves un-
f ru i t fu l .  As for  what was sown on good soi l ,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and understands i t .  He indeed bears frui t  and yie lds,  in  one case a 
hundredfold,  in  another s ixty,  and in another thir ty.”

What did God i l luminate to you in this  scr ipture?  

ENCOURAGEMENT

From the firm foundat ion of  God’s power to establ ish us IN  Him,  let ’s  rest  
and l isten.  Andrew Murray wrote (paraphrased) :

“Many of  us admit  that  i t  is  a blessed pr iv i lege and duty to abide in Chr ist ,  
and yet  we quest ion:  Is  i t  possible ,  a  l i fe  of  unbroken fe l lowship with the 
Savior?”   Maybe saint ly  Chr ist ians wi l l  at ta in i t ;  but ,  for  the large major i ty  
of  d isc iples,  whose l i fe  is  so ful ly  occupied,  i t  can hardly be expected.   Yet ,  
the more they hear of  th is  l i fe ,  the deeper their  sense of  i ts  glor y – there 
is  nothing they would not sacr ifice to par take of  i t .   But they are too weak,  
too unfaithful  –  they never can grasp i t .

Dear souls !  Abiding in Christ is  meant for the weak!   I t  is  so beaut i fu l ly  
suited to our feebleness.   Abiding is  not  the doing of  some great  thing and 
does not demand that  we first  lead a holy and devoted l i fe .   No,  i t  is  s imply 
weakness entrust ing i tsel f  to the Mighty One to be kept – the unfaithful  
person cast ing himself  on The One who is  t rustwor thy and per fect .   
Abiding in Him is  not  a work that  we have to do to enjoy His salvat ion.  I t  
is  consent ing to let  Him do al l  for  us,  and in us,  and through us.   I t  is  a 
work He does for  us – the frui t  and power of  His redeeming love.   Our par t  
is  s imply to y ie ld,  to trust ,  and to wait  for  what He has planned to 
per form.

Abide in me:  These words are not  the Law of  Moses,  demanding behaviors 
than cannot be per formed.  These words are the command of  love,  a 
promise of  a di f ferent shape.   Think of  th is  unt i l  a l l  feel ings of  burden and 
fear  and despair  go away,  and the first  thought that  comes to you as you 
hear of  abiding in Jesus is  one of  br ight  and joyful  hope – i t  is  for  me,  you 
say,  I  know I  wi l l  enjoy i t .    You are not under the law, with its 
unstoppable Do, but under grace,  the blessed gift  of bel ieving what 
Christ wil l  do.”

From the reading above,  what phrases or  thoughts stand-out to you?

Why do you think these phrases or  thoughts are af fect ing you?

If  God is  the one who is  “responsible”  for  establ ishing us In Him, what is  
your ro le?

EACH MOMENT

Andrew Murray has helped so many bel ievers to understand the loving 
invitat ion to abide In Jesus.   He writes,  “And to a l l  who desire to learn the 
blessed ar t  of  l iv ing only a moment at  a t ime,  we want to say:  The way to 
learn i t  is  to exercise yourself  in  l iv ing in the present moment .  Each t ime 
your at tent ion is  f ree to occupy i tsel f  with the thought of  Jesus -  whether 
i t  be with t ime to think and pray,  or  only for  a few passing seconds -  let  
your first  thought be to say:  Now, at  th is  moment ,  I  do abide in Jesus.  Use 
such t ime,  not  in vain regrets that  you have not been abiding ful ly,  or  st i l l  
more hur t ful  fears that  you wi l l  not  be able to abide,  but  just  at  once take 
the posit ion the Father has given you:  " I  am in Chr ist ;  th is  is  the place God 
has given me.  I  accept i t ;  here I  rest ;  I  do now abide in Jesus."  This is  the 
way to learn to abide continual ly.”

How can we abide cont inual ly?  By let t ing God’s love for  us do i ts  work in 
and through us.   Our abiding is  a work that  God under takes.   Let’s  y ie ld to 
His work of  empowering us to abide.

 “Because of Him you are in Christ Jesus ,  who became to us wisdom from 
God,  r ighteousness and sanct ificat ion and redemption,  so that ,  as i t  is  
writ ten,  “Let  the one who boasts,  boast  in the Lord.”  1Corinthians 
1:30-31

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes us with you in Christ ,  and has anointed us,  
and who has also put his  seal  on us and given us His Spir i t  in  our hear ts 
as a guarantee.”  2Corinthians 1:21-22

Write your prayer of  re jo ic ing and thanksgiv ing.   Ask God to empower you 
to abide IN Jesus and bear much frui t :

Keith Getty and Stuar t  Townsend’s song In  Chr ist  Alone  g ives us 
answers:

Scr ipture a lso gives us guidance.   

Psalm 1:1-4
“Blessed is  the man who walks not  in the counsel  of  the wicked,  nor 
stands in the way of  s inners,  nor  s i ts  in the seat  of  scoffers ;  but  his  
del ight  is  in the law of  the Lord,  and on his  law he meditates day and 
night .

He is  l ike a tree planted by streams of  water  that  y ie lds i ts  f ru i t  in  i ts  
season,  and i ts  leaf  does not wither.  In  a l l  that  he does,  he prospers.  The 
wicked are not  so,  but  are l ike chaff  that  the wind dr ives away.”

Galat ians 5:22
“The frui t  of  the Spir i t  is  love,  joy,  peace,  pat ience,  k indness,  goodness,  
fa i thfulness,  gent leness,  sel f-control…” 

What happens when we abide?

We love.
“… love one another :  just  as I  have loved you,  you also are to love one 
another.  By this  a l l  people wi l l  know that  you are my disciples,  i f  you have 
love for  one another.”  John 13:34-35

We rest  –  knowing that  God is  in control .

Bob’s Stor y:
“As I  was on my way to meet a fr iend,  my fr iend’s bl ind-spot was c i rc l ing 
in my mind.  I  was thinking,  “He doesn’t  see the damage he is  doing.”   This 
happens frequent ly with me.   The formula is  th is :  God reveals to me a s in 
or  bl ind-spot in my l i fe ,  then He lovingly guides me to address i t .   Then,  I  
see the same issue in ever yone else.   Out of  s incere desire to help,  I  want 
to say something.  But ,  often,  my s incere desire to help is  not  helpful .   
Knowing that  I  have this  chal lenge,  I  was wrest l ing with the decis ion to 
say something or  not .   Thankful ly,  God prompted me to s imply come into 
Him and rest  –  Jesus is  my fr iend’s Lord and del iverer,  not  me.  
 
As I  was enter ing the cafe to meet my fr iend,  I  was “r ight”  with my fr iend 
and rest ing in Jesus.   I  was there only to be a fr iend and let  h im invite me 
into his  l i fe  on his  terms.   As we were ta lk ing,  my fr iend said,  “God has 
been showing me some stuff  in  my l i fe  that  I  need to change.”  And,  he 
descr ibed to me the things which I  was concerned about .   The same sin I  
was fleeing from.  He asked me to pray for  h im.   He did not  ask me for  fur-
ther help.   Praise God!  I f  I  had not taken my concern to Jesus and remained 
in Him, I  would have said too much.   God is  per fect ly  capable to care for  
my fr iend,  bear ing frui t  in  his  l i fe  without my help.”

We pray.
“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Th 5:16-18

Take a moment now and pray – s i lent ly,  out- loud,  or  writ ten.

Our prayers are answered.  
“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples”.  John 15:7-8

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:
“God healed me.   Even saying the words was odd to me at  first .   Why?  I  
th ink I ’m skept ical .  

I  went to a prayer tra in ing seminar at  our church.   Before i t  star ted,  I  had 
to go into the k i tchen to see what Ben was cooking up for  the meal .   He is  
not  only a great  cook but a vars i ty encourager.   As I  looked around,  I  
real ized there was not one thing there that  I  could eat .   I  had al lergies to 
food.   Lots of  d i f ferent food.

I t  star ted in high school ,  I  would get  s ick and throw up,  become dizzy and 
my balance was off.   I t  turned out that  my s inuses were severely c logged.   
The doctor  tr ied to i r r igate them but my face just  fi l led with water.   He 
sent me home with some solut ion to help break i t  up.   The next day,  
ever ything came out .   This star ted a 34-year struggle with s inus 
infect ions.   

For  10 years,  I  had infect ions chronical ly.   When our second son was born,  
he had terr ib le ear  infect ions.   After  he had ear tubes,  he got s inus 
infect ions.   I  thought i t  was just  par t  of  our physiology.   The doctors 
wanted to put our l i t t le  2-year-old son on low-level  ant ib iot ics fu l l  t ime.   I  
knew there had to be a better  way.   I  went to my women’s bible study and 
asked them to pray.   Al l  the sudden,  I  real ized the t iming of  h is  infect ions 
connected to the t ime when I  had star ted him on dair y.   I  took him off  dair y 
products and he was a new boy!   To help him accept his  a l lergy,  I  took the 
whole fami ly of f  dair y.   Two weeks later,  I  went to my aunt’s  house and 
had lasagna.   Sure enough,  I  got  a s inus infect ion.   I ,  too,  had a problem 
with dair y.

So,  I  e l iminated i t  f rom our diet .   There have been innumerable awkward 
exper iences at  f r iend’s houses explaining why we couldn’t  eat  the 
wonder ful  meal  that  had been lovingly made for  us.   I t  was hard but i t  
real ly  helped my health.   Instead of  8 or  more s inuses infect ions a year,  I  
only got  2 or  3.

Each infect ion came with ant ibiot ics.   30 years of  ant ib iot ics.   At  one 
point ,  John told me my constant fat igue was not normal .   A few hours after  
ever y meal ,  I  just  wanted to go to s leep.    I  went to a bunch of  di f ferent 
doctors and did e l iminat ion diets and al l  k inds of  other treatments.   I  
real ized by tr ia l  and error,  that  I  real ly  had trouble with yeast ,  tomatoes 
and lemons.   For  the last  few years,  I  have stayed away from those too.   I  
actual ly  fe l t  better.

But ,  I  st i l l  could not fe l lowship over food.   I  d idn’t  l ike going out to dinner,  

even to celebrate an event ,  because I  got  real ly  s ick .   Ever y t ime.   

Two months ago,  I  had a post  hol iday par ty s inus infect ion.   Frank Brown 
prayed for  me and thought that  i t  was a spir i tual  at tack .   I  had never 
thought about i t  that  way,   I  just  a lways thought i t  was physical .

So,  at  the prayer tra in ing,  after  fast ing,  I  real ly  wanted to eat  and 
celebrate with ever yone.   I  went upstairs  and these beaut i fu l  strangers 
prayed for  me.   Here’s  where i t  gets weird.   I  got  a quick mental  p icture in 
my mind of  what I  can only descr ibe as a demon tape worm in my stomach.   
Not scar y but just  r ight  at  home.   I  to ld the prayer team about i t  and they 
didn’t  th ink I  was completely crazy.   They prayed in the name of  Jesus 
Chr ist  for  the demon to be gone.   I  to ld them I  was going to go downstairs  
and eat  and to please keep praying because I  am afraid of  food.

I  went back downstairs  to the seminar for  a quest ion and answer t ime and 
my neck star ted feel ing l ike my lymph nodes were being flushed -  
contract ing and releasing.

I  went and ate.   Biscuits  and gravy!   (Homemade dair y goodness! )  I  went 
to Panera the next day and had a sandwich with cheese and tomatoes.   I  
baked bread and ate a lmost the whole loaf.   I  went to a Royals game and 
had a hot  dog with ever ything on i t .  (So good!)   I  ate ice cream 
sandwiches.   I  went out  to dinner with an old fr iend last  n ight and ate 
ever ything that  was ordered.   I t  was so much fun to par t ic ipate in the 
meal .   

People have asked i f  i t  has stuck and i f  I ’m st i l l  healed.   Even in my own 
doubts,  I  am.  

Praise God and Thank You.  Thank You.  Thank You.

I t  is  a miracle .   My husband says I  actual ly  breathe through my nose when 
I  s leep.  I  have so much energy!  I  a lways wondered how people got so 
much done.  The funniest  par t  is  I  had not real ized how emotional ly  taxing 
i t  was navigat ing what food I  could eat  and how to respond to fr iends 
when I  couldn’t  eat .   I  feel  f ree.”

Since you have accepted the oppor tunity to abide in Chr ist ,  what have you 
been praying for?

Give Him praise for  the answered prayers!

Regarding the unanswered prayers,  take a moment ,  accept His invitat ion 
to Abide In Him, seek His wi l l  for  the s i tuat ion,  pray and pet i t ion Him 
again.  He has promised,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  
ask whatever you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.”  John 15:7

What happens when we abide in Jesus?

We have hopeful  joy.  
“These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my joy may be in you,  and that  
your joy may be ful l .”  John 15:11 

Brother Lawrence’s Stor y from “Pract ic ing the Presence of  God”

“ I  keep my attent ion on God in a s imple,  loving way.   This is  my soul ’s  
secret  exper ience of  the actual ,  unceasing presence of  God…

I am sure my soul  has been with God for  more than thir ty years.  I  consider 
God my King,  against  whom I  have committed al l  sor ts of  cr imes.   
Confessing my s ins to Him and asking Him to forgive me,  I  p lace myself  in  
His hands to do whatever He pleases with me.

This King,  who is  fu l l  of  goodness and mercy,  doesn’t  punish me.  Rather,  
He embraces me lovingly and invites me to eat  at  His table .   He serves me 
Himself  and gives me the keys to His treasur y,  t reat ing me as His favor i te .   
He convenes with me without ment ioning ei ther  my s ins or  His 
forgiveness.   My former habits are seemingly forgotten.   Although I  beg 
Him to do whatever He wishes with me,  He does nothing but caress me.   
This is  what being in His holy presence is  l ike .

My day-to-day l i fe  consists of  giv ing God my s imple,  loving at tent ion.   I f  I  
am distracted,  He cal ls  me back in tones that  are supernatural ly  
beaut i fu l .”

We have di fficult  t imes whi le God prunes us.
“Ever y branch that  does bear f ru i t  he prunes,  that  i t  may bear more frui t .”  
John 15:2

We wi l l  ser ve the needy.  
“Rel igion that  God our Father accepts as pure and fault less is  th is :  to look 
after  orphans and widows in their  d istress and to keep oneself  f rom being 
pol luted by the world.”

We are not s in less,  but  we s in less and less.
“You,  however,  are control led not by the flesh,  but  by the Spir i t ,  i f  the 
Spir i t  of  God l ives in you.”  Romans 8:9

We have supernatural  “ l ight”.
“ I  am the l ight  of  the world.  Whoever fo l lows me wi l l  not  walk in darkness,  
but  wi l l  have the l ight  of  l i fe .”  John 8:12.  

We are generous.
“for  in a severe test  of  afflict ion,  their  abundance of  joy and their  extreme 
pover ty have over flowed in a wealth of  generosity on their  par t .”  
2 Cor inthians 8:2

We are protected dur ing the storms of  l i fe .
“Blessed is  the man who trusts in the Lord,  whose trust  is  the Lord.  He is  
l ike a tree planted by water,  that  sends out i ts  roots by the stream, and 
does not fear  when heat comes,  for  i ts  leaves remain green,  and is  not  
anxious in the year of  drought ,  for  i t  does not cease to bear f ru i t .”  
Jeremiah 17:7-8

We stop str iv ing to be accepted by God because we are a lready accepted 
as His adopted chi ldren.
“ In love he predest ined us for  adopt ion to sonship through Jesus Chr ist ,  in  
accordance with his  pleasure and wi l l .”  Ephesians 1:5

We stand firm when chal lenged by evi l .
“Therefore take up the whole armor of  God,  that  you may be able to 
withstand in the evi l  day,  and having done al l ,  to stand firm.”  Ephesians 
6:13

We make disciples.
And Jesus came and said to them, “Al l  author i ty in heaven and on ear th 
has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of  a l l  nat ions,  
bapt iz ing them in the name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy 
Spir i t ,  teaching them to obser ve al l  that  I  have commanded you.  And 
behold,  I  am with you always,  to the end of  the age.”  Matthew 28:18-20

John’s Stor y:
“As I  was praying about Jesus’  invitat ion to abide in Him, I  was asking Him 
what i t  means to bear f ru i t .   Jesus is  promising that  I  would bear f ru i t  i f  I  
abide in Him.  How wi l l  I  know when frui t  is  growing?  Jesus’  final  ear thly 
command to us was to “Go make disciples”.   I t  is  obviously His wi l l  for  us 
to do so.   My next thought was,  “Who am I  encouraging to mature as a 
disc iple of  Chr ist?”   At the t ime,  I  was not reaching out to anyone in an 
intent ional  way,  but  I  was meet ing i r regular ly  with several  young 
Christ ian business owners to discuss chal lenges and ideas.  God led me to 
gather a l l  of  them together regular ly  to discuss how to abide in Chr ist  
through our ro les as business owners and aspir ing Godly leaders.  We 
discuss how our goals,  h i r ing and fir ing,  taking business r isk ,  and 
fami ly-work-church pr ior i t ies need to be processed through the command 
for  us to abide in Chr ist .   Our decis ions in the work-place are not  apar t  
f rom Christ .   

God has blessed our t imes together.   We have been loving each other 
through this  intent ional  format and are confident that  our decis ions to 
abide in Chr ist  through business wi l l  cont inue to bear f ru i t .”  

What does Godly fru i t  look l ike? 

I t  looks l ike the church unit ing IN Chr ist  to glor i fy  Him so that  the world 
may know that  Jesus was sent by the Father !

Jesus prayed:
“ I  do not ask for  these only,  but  a lso for  those who wi l l  bel ieve in me 
through their  word,  that  they may al l  be one,  just  as you,  Father,  are in me,  
and I  in  you,  that  they also may be in us,  so that  the world may bel ieve 
that  you have sent me.  The glor y that  you have given me I  have given to 
them, that  they may be one even as we are one,  I  in  them and you in me,  
that  they may become per fect ly  one,  so that  the world may know that  you 
sent me and loved them even as you loved me’  John 17:20-23

As we read the l ist  of  behaviors and results  of  abiding in Chr ist ,  we wi l l  
not ice that  some don’t  yet  apply to us.  I t  can be frustrat ing when we 
not ice that  our f ru i t  is  growing s low.  Good news!   Understanding this  
real i ty  wi l l  cause the repentance,  humil i ty  and awareness that  we need.   
Let’s  turn to Jesus and abide in Him. His power is  made per fect  in our 
weakness.

“ I f  we say we have no s in ,  we deceive ourselves,  and the truth is  not  in us.  
I f  we confess our s ins,  he is  fa i thful  and just  to forgive us our s ins and to 
c leanse us from al l  unr ighteousness.”  1John 1:8-9

And,  when we do abide,  we get out  of  our own way and let  the creator  of  
the universe grow frui t  through us!

How would you descr ibe the results  of  abiding in Jesus?

What quest ions do you have?

Take the answers to the previous two quest ions and turn them into a 
writ ten prayer to God.

Ask God to br ing to your mind who he wants you to disc iple (pray for,  
meet with,  and encourage to abide in Chr ist ) .  

Who comes to mind? 

What is  an act ion you can take?
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Let’s  be reminded about the Author and Creator  of  ALL.   He is the one 
who is continual .

“And this  is  what He promised us--eternal  l i fe .”  1 John 2:25

“But you,  O Lord,  are a shie ld about me,  my glor y,  and the l i fter  of  my 
head.  I  cr ied aloud to the Lord,  and He answered me from His holy hi l l .”  
Psalm 3:3

“For I  am sure that  neither  death nor l i fe ,  nor  angels nor rulers,  nor  things 
present nor things to come,  nor powers,  nor  height nor depth,  nor  
anything else in a l l  creat ion,  wi l l  be able to separate us from the love of  
God in  Chr ist  Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 8:38-39

ALWAYS; WITHOUT CEASING; IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  and give thanks in a l l  
c i rcumstances;  for this is  the wil l  of  God IN Christ Jesus  for  you.”  
1Thessalonians 5:17-18

There are few places in the bible where the wi l l  of  God is  stated more 
direct ly :  “For this  is  the wi l l  of  God IN Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”

Rejoice a lways…pray without ceasing….  give thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances.

Obviously,  God wi l l  bear plent i fu l  f ru i t  through us whi le we are a lways 
abiding in Chr ist  -  re jo ic ing,  praying and giv ing thanks.   And,  i f  you are 
l ike most of  us,  at  t imes,  cal ls  for  spir i tual  consistency l ike this  f rustrate 
us because we feel  we cannot do i t .

THE POWER FOR “ALWAYS”

Good news!   God is  not  asking us to be the dr iv ing force to accompl ish His 
wi l l .   He is  asking us to y ie ld to the power and consistency that  He offers.   
He (the v ine)  wi l l  bear f ru i t  through us ( the branch)  by His Holy Spir i t .

“ I t  is  because of Him  you are in Chr ist  Jesus.”  1Cor1:30;  

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes  us with you in Chr ist .”  2Cor1:21;  

“And I  am sure of  th is ,  that  he who began a good work in you  wi l l  br ing 
i t  to complet ion at  the day of  Jesus Chr ist .”  Phi l ippians 1:6

Who is  the power behind the invitat ion to abide cont inual ly?  

Pick one of  the previous scr iptures and write i t  out  –  inser t  your name in 
place of  the pronoun “you” or  “us”.

Receive this  prayer f rom the Apost le Paul :  

“We have not ceased to pray for  you,  asking that  you may be fil led with 
the knowledge of  h is  wi l l  in  a l l  spir i tual  wisdom and understanding,  so as 
to walk in a manner wor thy of  the Lord,  fu l ly  pleasing to Him: bear ing frui t  
in  ever y good work and increasing in the knowledge of  God;  being 
strengthened with a l l  power,  according to his  glor ious might ,  for  a l l  
endurance and pat ience with joy;  g iv ing thanks to the Father,  who has 
qual ified you to share in the inher i tance of  the saints in l ight .  He has 
del ivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son,  in  whom we have redemption,  the 
forgiveness of  s ins.”  Colossians 1:9-13

From whom is  the power to fu lfi l l  th is  prayer?

Please go back through the scr ipture above and under l ine a l l  the blessings 
Paul  is  praying for  us to receive.

Slow yourself  for  a moment and write a prayer of  thanksgiv ing to God for  
lovingly cal l ing you to Himself.  Be at  peace in His work on your behalf.   
Thank Him for  drawing you to Himself  and for  being the power -  
complet ing His workmanship in you.  “For we are his  workmanship,  created 
IN Christ Jesus  for  good works,  which God prepared beforehand,  that  we 
should walk in them.”  Ephesians 2:10

HINDRANCES

As you read the scr ipture below, pray that  God wi l l  show you things that  
are hinder ing you from abiding IN Chr ist  without ceasing.   Because this  
scr ipture is  ver y fami l iar  to many of  us,  we are at  r isk of  sk imming and 
missing fresh words from our Lord.   Digest  each phrase,  abide in His love 
– l isten and fol low His direct ion.

The Parable of  the Sower (Matthew 13)

“That same day Jesus went out  of  the house and sat  beside the sea.  And 
great  crowds gathered about Him, so that  he got into a boat and sat  down. 
And the whole crowd stood on the beach.  And he told them many things 
in parables,  saying:  “A sower went out  to sow. And as he sowed,  some 
seeds fe l l  a long the path,  and the birds came and devoured them. Other 
seeds fe l l  on rocky ground,  where they did not  have much soi l ,  and imme-
diately they sprang up,  s ince they had no depth of  soi l ,  but  when the sun 
rose they were scorched.  And s ince they had no root ,  they withered away.  
Other seeds fe l l  among thorns,  and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
Other seeds fe l l  on good soi l  and produced grain,  some a hundredfold,  
some sixty,  some thir ty.  He who has ears,  let  h im hear.”

The Parable of  the Sower Explained

“Hear then the parable of  the sower :  When anyone hears the word of  the 
k ingdom and does not understand i t ,  the evi l  one comes and snatches 
away what has been sown in his  hear t .  This is  what was sown along the 
path.  As for  what was sown on rocky ground,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and immediately receives i t  with joy,  yet  he has no root  in himself,  
but  endures for  a whi le ,  and when tr ibulat ion or  persecut ion ar ises on 
account of  the word,  immediately he fa l ls  away.  As for  what was sown 
among thorns,  th is  is  the one who hears the word,  but  the cares of  the 
world and the deceit fu lness of  r iches choke the word,  and i t  proves un-
f ru i t fu l .  As for  what was sown on good soi l ,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and understands i t .  He indeed bears fru i t  and yie lds,  in  one case a 
hundredfold,  in  another s ixty,  and in another thir ty.”

What did God i l luminate to you in this  scr ipture?  

ENCOURAGEMENT

From the firm foundat ion of  God’s power to establ ish us IN  Him,  let ’s  rest  
and l isten.  Andrew Murray wrote (paraphrased) :

“Many of  us admit  that  i t  is  a blessed pr iv i lege and duty to abide in Chr ist ,  
and yet  we quest ion:  Is  i t  possible ,  a  l i fe  of  unbroken fe l lowship with the 
Savior?”   Maybe saint ly  Chr ist ians wi l l  at ta in i t ;  but ,  for  the large major i ty  
of  d isc iples,  whose l i fe  is  so ful ly  occupied,  i t  can hardly be expected.   Yet ,  
the more they hear of  th is  l i fe ,  the deeper their  sense of  i ts  glor y – there 
is  nothing they would not sacr ifice to par take of  i t .   But they are too weak,  
too unfaithful  –  they never can grasp i t .

Dear souls !  Abiding in Christ is  meant for the weak!   I t  is  so beaut i fu l ly  
suited to our feebleness.   Abiding is  not  the doing of  some great  thing and 
does not demand that  we first  lead a holy and devoted l i fe .   No,  i t  is  s imply 
weakness entrust ing i tsel f  to the Mighty One to be kept – the unfaithful  
person cast ing himself  on The One who is  t rustwor thy and per fect .   
Abiding in Him is  not  a work that  we have to do to enjoy His salvat ion.  I t  
is  consent ing to let  Him do al l  for  us,  and in us,  and through us.   I t  is  a 
work He does for  us – the frui t  and power of  His redeeming love.   Our par t  
is  s imply to y ie ld,  to trust ,  and to wait  for  what He has planned to 
per form.

Abide in me:  These words are not  the Law of  Moses,  demanding behaviors 
than cannot be per formed.  These words are the command of  love,  a 
promise of  a di f ferent shape.   Think of  th is  unt i l  a l l  feel ings of  burden and 
fear  and despair  go away,  and the first  thought that  comes to you as you 
hear of  abiding in Jesus is  one of  br ight  and joyful  hope – i t  is  for  me,  you 
say,  I  know I  wi l l  enjoy i t .    You are not under the law, with its 
unstoppable Do, but under grace,  the blessed gift  of bel ieving what 
Christ wil l  do.”

From the reading above,  what phrases or  thoughts stand-out to you?

Why do you think these phrases or  thoughts are af fect ing you?

If  God is  the one who is  “responsible”  for  establ ishing us In Him, what is  
your ro le?

EACH MOMENT

Andrew Murray has helped so many bel ievers to understand the loving 
invitat ion to abide In Jesus.   He writes,  “And to a l l  who desire to learn the 
blessed ar t  of  l iv ing only a moment at  a t ime,  we want to say:  The way to 
learn i t  is  to exercise yourself  in  l iv ing in the present moment .  Each t ime 
your at tent ion is  f ree to occupy i tsel f  with the thought of  Jesus -  whether 
i t  be with t ime to think and pray,  or  only for  a few passing seconds -  let  
your first  thought be to say:  Now, at  th is  moment ,  I  do abide in Jesus.  Use 
such t ime,  not  in vain regrets that  you have not been abiding ful ly,  or  st i l l  
more hur t ful  fears that  you wi l l  not  be able to abide,  but  just  at  once take 
the posit ion the Father has given you:  " I  am in Chr ist ;  th is  is  the place God 
has given me.  I  accept i t ;  here I  rest ;  I  do now abide in Jesus."  This is  the 
way to learn to abide continual ly.”

How can we abide cont inual ly?  By let t ing God’s love for  us do i ts  work in 
and through us.   Our abiding is  a work that  God under takes.   Let’s  y ie ld to 
His work of  empowering us to abide.

 “Because of Him you are in Christ Jesus ,  who became to us wisdom from 
God,  r ighteousness and sanct ificat ion and redemption,  so that ,  as i t  is  
writ ten,  “Let  the one who boasts,  boast  in the Lord.”  1Corinthians 
1:30-31

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes us with you in Christ ,  and has anointed us,  
and who has also put his  seal  on us and given us His Spir i t  in  our hear ts 
as a guarantee.”  2Corinthians 1:21-22

Write your prayer of  re jo ic ing and thanksgiv ing.   Ask God to empower you 
to abide IN Jesus and bear much frui t :

Keith Getty and Stuar t  Townsend’s song In  Chr ist  Alone  g ives us 
answers:

Scr ipture a lso gives us guidance.   

Psalm 1:1-4
“Blessed is  the man who walks not  in the counsel  of  the wicked,  nor 
stands in the way of  s inners,  nor  s i ts  in the seat  of  scoffers ;  but  his  
del ight  is  in the law of  the Lord,  and on his  law he meditates day and 
night .

He is  l ike a tree planted by streams of  water  that  y ie lds i ts  f ru i t  in  i ts  
season,  and i ts  leaf  does not wither.  In  a l l  that  he does,  he prospers.  The 
wicked are not  so,  but  are l ike chaff  that  the wind dr ives away.”

Galat ians 5:22
“The frui t  of  the Spir i t  is  love,  joy,  peace,  pat ience,  k indness,  goodness,  
fa i thfulness,  gent leness,  sel f-control…” 

What happens when we abide?

We love.
“… love one another :  just  as I  have loved you,  you also are to love one 
another.  By this  a l l  people wi l l  know that  you are my disciples,  i f  you have 
love for  one another.”  John 13:34-35

We rest  –  knowing that  God is  in control .

Bob’s Stor y:
“As I  was on my way to meet a fr iend,  my fr iend’s bl ind-spot was c i rc l ing 
in my mind.  I  was thinking,  “He doesn’t  see the damage he is  doing.”   This 
happens frequent ly with me.   The formula is  th is :  God reveals to me a s in 
or  bl ind-spot in my l i fe ,  then He lovingly guides me to address i t .   Then,  I  
see the same issue in ever yone else.   Out of  s incere desire to help,  I  want 
to say something.  But ,  often,  my s incere desire to help is  not  helpful .   
Knowing that  I  have this  chal lenge,  I  was wrest l ing with the decis ion to 
say something or  not .   Thankful ly,  God prompted me to s imply come into 
Him and rest  –  Jesus is  my fr iend’s Lord and del iverer,  not  me.  
 
As I  was enter ing the cafe to meet my fr iend,  I  was “r ight”  with my fr iend 
and rest ing in Jesus.   I  was there only to be a fr iend and let  h im invite me 
into his  l i fe  on his  terms.   As we were ta lk ing,  my fr iend said,  “God has 
been showing me some stuff  in  my l i fe  that  I  need to change.”  And,  he 
descr ibed to me the things which I  was concerned about .   The same sin I  
was fleeing from.  He asked me to pray for  h im.   He did not  ask me for  fur-
ther help.   Praise God!  I f  I  had not taken my concern to Jesus and remained 
in Him, I  would have said too much.   God is  per fect ly  capable to care for  
my fr iend,  bear ing frui t  in  his  l i fe  without my help.”

We pray.
“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Th 5:16-18

Take a moment now and pray – s i lent ly,  out- loud,  or  writ ten.

Our prayers are answered.  
“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples”.  John 15:7-8

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:
“God healed me.   Even saying the words was odd to me at  first .   Why?  I  
th ink I ’m skept ical .  

I  went to a prayer tra in ing seminar at  our church.   Before i t  star ted,  I  had 
to go into the k i tchen to see what Ben was cooking up for  the meal .   He is  
not  only a great  cook but a vars i ty encourager.   As I  looked around,  I  
real ized there was not one thing there that  I  could eat .   I  had al lergies to 
food.   Lots of  d i f ferent food.

I t  star ted in high school ,  I  would get  s ick and throw up,  become dizzy and 
my balance was off.   I t  turned out that  my s inuses were severely c logged.   
The doctor  tr ied to i r r igate them but my face just  fi l led with water.   He 
sent me home with some solut ion to help break i t  up.   The next day,  
ever ything came out .   This star ted a 34-year struggle with s inus 
infect ions.   

For  10 years,  I  had infect ions chronical ly.   When our second son was born,  
he had terr ib le ear  infect ions.   After  he had ear tubes,  he got s inus 
infect ions.   I  thought i t  was just  par t  of  our physiology.   The doctors 
wanted to put our l i t t le  2-year-old son on low-level  ant ib iot ics fu l l  t ime.   I  
knew there had to be a better  way.   I  went to my women’s bible study and 
asked them to pray.   Al l  the sudden,  I  real ized the t iming of  h is  infect ions 
connected to the t ime when I  had star ted him on dair y.   I  took him off  dair y 
products and he was a new boy!   To help him accept his  a l lergy,  I  took the 
whole fami ly of f  dair y.   Two weeks later,  I  went to my aunt’s  house and 
had lasagna.   Sure enough,  I  got  a s inus infect ion.   I ,  too,  had a problem 
with dair y.

So,  I  e l iminated i t  f rom our diet .   There have been innumerable awkward 
exper iences at  f r iend’s houses explaining why we couldn’t  eat  the 
wonder ful  meal  that  had been lovingly made for  us.   I t  was hard but i t  
real ly  helped my health.   Instead of  8 or  more s inuses infect ions a year,  I  
only got  2 or  3.

Each infect ion came with ant ibiot ics.   30 years of  ant ib iot ics.   At  one 
point ,  John told me my constant fat igue was not normal .   A few hours after  
ever y meal ,  I  just  wanted to go to s leep.    I  went to a bunch of  di f ferent 
doctors and did e l iminat ion diets and al l  k inds of  other treatments.   I  
real ized by tr ia l  and error,  that  I  real ly  had trouble with yeast ,  tomatoes 
and lemons.   For  the last  few years,  I  have stayed away from those too.   I  
actual ly  fe l t  better.

But ,  I  st i l l  could not fe l lowship over food.   I  d idn’t  l ike going out to dinner,  

even to celebrate an event ,  because I  got  real ly  s ick .   Ever y t ime.   

Two months ago,  I  had a post  hol iday par ty s inus infect ion.   Frank Brown 
prayed for  me and thought that  i t  was a spir i tual  at tack .   I  had never 
thought about i t  that  way,   I  just  a lways thought i t  was physical .

So,  at  the prayer tra in ing,  after  fast ing,  I  real ly  wanted to eat  and 
celebrate with ever yone.   I  went upstairs  and these beaut i fu l  strangers 
prayed for  me.   Here’s  where i t  gets weird.   I  got  a quick mental  p icture in 
my mind of  what I  can only descr ibe as a demon tape worm in my stomach.   
Not scar y but just  r ight  at  home.   I  to ld the prayer team about i t  and they 
didn’t  th ink I  was completely crazy.   They prayed in the name of  Jesus 
Chr ist  for  the demon to be gone.   I  to ld them I  was going to go downstairs  
and eat  and to please keep praying because I  am afraid of  food.

I  went back downstairs  to the seminar for  a quest ion and answer t ime and 
my neck star ted feel ing l ike my lymph nodes were being flushed -  
contract ing and releasing.

I  went and ate.   Biscuits  and gravy!   (Homemade dair y goodness! )  I  went 
to Panera the next day and had a sandwich with cheese and tomatoes.   I  
baked bread and ate a lmost the whole loaf.   I  went to a Royals game and 
had a hot  dog with ever ything on i t .  (So good!)   I  ate ice cream 
sandwiches.   I  went out  to dinner with an old fr iend last  n ight and ate 
ever ything that  was ordered.   I t  was so much fun to par t ic ipate in the 
meal .   

People have asked i f  i t  has stuck and i f  I ’m st i l l  healed.   Even in my own 
doubts,  I  am.  

Praise God and Thank You.  Thank You.  Thank You.

I t  is  a miracle .   My husband says I  actual ly  breathe through my nose when 
I  s leep.  I  have so much energy!  I  a lways wondered how people got so 
much done.  The funniest  par t  is  I  had not real ized how emotional ly  taxing 
i t  was navigat ing what food I  could eat  and how to respond to fr iends 
when I  couldn’t  eat .   I  feel  f ree.”

Since you have accepted the oppor tunity to abide in Chr ist ,  what have you 
been praying for?

Give Him praise for  the answered prayers!

Regarding the unanswered prayers,  take a moment ,  accept His invitat ion 
to Abide In Him, seek His wi l l  for  the s i tuat ion,  pray and pet i t ion Him 
again.  He has promised,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  
ask whatever you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.”  John 15:7

What happens when we abide in Jesus?

We have hopeful  joy.  
“These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my joy may be in you,  and that  
your joy may be ful l .”  John 15:11 

Brother Lawrence’s Stor y from “Pract ic ing the Presence of  God”

“ I  keep my attent ion on God in a s imple,  loving way.   This is  my soul ’s  
secret  exper ience of  the actual ,  unceasing presence of  God…

I am sure my soul  has been with God for  more than thir ty years.  I  consider 
God my King,  against  whom I  have committed al l  sor ts of  cr imes.   
Confessing my s ins to Him and asking Him to forgive me,  I  p lace myself  in  
His hands to do whatever He pleases with me.

This King,  who is  fu l l  of  goodness and mercy,  doesn’t  punish me.  Rather,  
He embraces me lovingly and invites me to eat  at  His table .   He serves me 
Himself  and gives me the keys to His treasur y,  t reat ing me as His favor i te .   
He convenes with me without ment ioning ei ther  my s ins or  His 
forgiveness.   My former habits are seemingly forgotten.   Although I  beg 
Him to do whatever He wishes with me,  He does nothing but caress me.   
This is  what being in His holy presence is  l ike .

My day-to-day l i fe  consists of  giv ing God my s imple,  loving at tent ion.   I f  I  
am distracted,  He cal ls  me back in tones that  are supernatural ly  
beaut i fu l .”

We have di fficult  t imes whi le God prunes us.
“Ever y branch that  does bear f ru i t  he prunes,  that  i t  may bear more frui t .”  
John 15:2

We wi l l  ser ve the needy.  
“Rel igion that  God our Father accepts as pure and fault less is  th is :  to look 
after  orphans and widows in their  d istress and to keep oneself  f rom being 
pol luted by the world.”

We are not s in less,  but  we s in less and less.
“You,  however,  are control led not by the flesh,  but  by the Spir i t ,  i f  the 
Spir i t  of  God l ives in you.”  Romans 8:9

We have supernatural  “ l ight”.
“ I  am the l ight  of  the world.  Whoever fo l lows me wi l l  not  walk in darkness,  
but  wi l l  have the l ight  of  l i fe .”  John 8:12.  

We are generous.
“for  in a severe test  of  afflict ion,  their  abundance of  joy and their  extreme 
pover ty have over flowed in a wealth of  generosity on their  par t .”  
2 Cor inthians 8:2

We are protected dur ing the storms of  l i fe .
“Blessed is  the man who trusts in the Lord,  whose trust  is  the Lord.  He is  
l ike a tree planted by water,  that  sends out i ts  roots by the stream, and 
does not fear  when heat comes,  for  i ts  leaves remain green,  and is  not  
anxious in the year of  drought ,  for  i t  does not cease to bear f ru i t .”  
Jeremiah 17:7-8

We stop str iv ing to be accepted by God because we are a lready accepted 
as His adopted chi ldren.
“ In love he predest ined us for  adopt ion to sonship through Jesus Chr ist ,  in  
accordance with his  pleasure and wi l l .”  Ephesians 1:5

We stand firm when chal lenged by evi l .
“Therefore take up the whole armor of  God,  that  you may be able to 
withstand in the evi l  day,  and having done al l ,  to stand firm.”  Ephesians 
6:13

We make disciples.
And Jesus came and said to them, “Al l  author i ty in heaven and on ear th 
has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of  a l l  nat ions,  
bapt iz ing them in the name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy 
Spir i t ,  teaching them to obser ve al l  that  I  have commanded you.  And 
behold,  I  am with you always,  to the end of  the age.”  Matthew 28:18-20

John’s Stor y:
“As I  was praying about Jesus’  invitat ion to abide in Him, I  was asking Him 
what i t  means to bear f ru i t .   Jesus is  promising that  I  would bear f ru i t  i f  I  
abide in Him.  How wi l l  I  know when frui t  is  growing?  Jesus’  final  ear thly 
command to us was to “Go make disciples”.   I t  is  obviously His wi l l  for  us 
to do so.   My next thought was,  “Who am I  encouraging to mature as a 
disc iple of  Chr ist?”   At the t ime,  I  was not reaching out to anyone in an 
intent ional  way,  but  I  was meet ing i r regular ly  with several  young 
Christ ian business owners to discuss chal lenges and ideas.  God led me to 
gather a l l  of  them together regular ly  to discuss how to abide in Chr ist  
through our ro les as business owners and aspir ing Godly leaders.  We 
discuss how our goals,  h i r ing and fir ing,  taking business r isk ,  and 
fami ly-work-church pr ior i t ies need to be processed through the command 
for  us to abide in Chr ist .   Our decis ions in the work-place are not  apar t  
f rom Christ .   

God has blessed our t imes together.   We have been loving each other 
through this  intent ional  format and are confident that  our decis ions to 
abide in Chr ist  through business wi l l  cont inue to bear f ru i t .”  

What does Godly fru i t  look l ike? 

I t  looks l ike the church unit ing IN Chr ist  to glor i fy  Him so that  the world 
may know that Jesus was sent by the Father !

Jesus prayed:
“ I  do not ask for  these only,  but  a lso for  those who wi l l  bel ieve in me 
through their  word,  that  they may al l  be one,  just  as you,  Father,  are in me,  
and I  in  you,  that  they also may be in us,  so that  the world may bel ieve 
that  you have sent me.  The glor y that  you have given me I  have given to 
them, that  they may be one even as we are one,  I  in  them and you in me,  
that  they may become per fect ly  one,  so that  the world may know that you 
sent me and loved them even as you loved me’  John 17:20-23

As we read the l ist  of  behaviors and results  of  abiding in Chr ist ,  we wi l l  
not ice that  some don’t  yet  apply to us.  I t  can be frustrat ing when we 
not ice that  our f ru i t  is  growing s low.  Good news!   Understanding this  
real i ty  wi l l  cause the repentance,  humil i ty  and awareness that  we need.   
Let’s  turn to Jesus and abide in Him. His power is  made per fect  in our 
weakness.

“ I f  we say we have no s in ,  we deceive ourselves,  and the truth is  not  in us.  
I f  we confess our s ins,  he is  fa i thful  and just  to forgive us our s ins and to 
c leanse us from al l  unr ighteousness.”  1John 1:8-9

And,  when we do abide,  we get out  of  our own way and let  the creator  of  
the universe grow frui t  through us!

How would you descr ibe the results  of  abiding in Jesus?

What quest ions do you have?

Take the answers to the previous two quest ions and turn them into a 
writ ten prayer to God.

Ask God to br ing to your mind who he wants you to disc iple (pray for,  
meet with,  and encourage to abide in Chr ist ) .  

Who comes to mind? 

What is  an act ion you can take?
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Let’s  be reminded about the Author and Creator  of  ALL.   He is the one 
who is continual .

“And this  is  what He promised us--eternal  l i fe .”  1 John 2:25

“But you,  O Lord,  are a shie ld about me,  my glor y,  and the l i fter  of  my 
head.  I  cr ied aloud to the Lord,  and He answered me from His holy hi l l .”  
Psalm 3:3

“For I  am sure that  neither  death nor l i fe ,  nor  angels nor rulers,  nor  things 
present nor things to come,  nor powers,  nor  height nor depth,  nor  
anything else in a l l  creat ion,  wi l l  be able to separate us from the love of  
God in  Chr ist  Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 8:38-39

ALWAYS; WITHOUT CEASING; IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  and give thanks in a l l  
c i rcumstances;  for this is  the wil l  of  God IN Christ Jesus  for  you.”  
1Thessalonians 5:17-18

There are few places in the bible where the wi l l  of  God is  stated more 
direct ly :  “For this  is  the wi l l  of  God IN Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”

Rejoice a lways…pray without ceasing….  give thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances.

Obviously,  God wi l l  bear plent i fu l  f ru i t  through us whi le we are a lways 
abiding in Chr ist  -  re jo ic ing,  praying and giv ing thanks.   And,  i f  you are 
l ike most of  us,  at  t imes,  cal ls  for  spir i tual  consistency l ike this  f rustrate 
us because we feel  we cannot do i t .

THE POWER FOR “ALWAYS”

Good news!   God is  not  asking us to be the dr iv ing force to accompl ish His 
wi l l .   He is  asking us to y ie ld to the power and consistency that  He offers.   
He (the v ine)  wi l l  bear f ru i t  through us ( the branch)  by His Holy Spir i t .

“ I t  is  because of Him  you are in Chr ist  Jesus.”  1Cor1:30;  

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes  us with you in Chr ist .”  2Cor1:21;  

“And I  am sure of  th is ,  that  he who began a good work in you  wi l l  br ing 
i t  to complet ion at  the day of  Jesus Chr ist .”  Phi l ippians 1:6

Who is  the power behind the invitat ion to abide cont inual ly?  

Pick one of  the previous scr iptures and write i t  out  –  inser t  your name in 
place of  the pronoun “you” or  “us”.

Receive this  prayer f rom the Apost le Paul :  

“We have not ceased to pray for  you,  asking that  you may be fil led with 
the knowledge of  h is  wi l l  in  a l l  spir i tual  wisdom and understanding,  so as 
to walk in a manner wor thy of  the Lord,  fu l ly  pleasing to Him: bear ing frui t  
in  ever y good work and increasing in the knowledge of  God;  being 
strengthened with a l l  power,  according to his  glor ious might ,  for  a l l  
endurance and pat ience with joy;  g iv ing thanks to the Father,  who has 
qual ified you to share in the inher i tance of  the saints in l ight .  He has 
del ivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son,  in  whom we have redemption,  the 
forgiveness of  s ins.”  Colossians 1:9-13

From whom is  the power to fu lfi l l  th is  prayer?

Please go back through the scr ipture above and under l ine a l l  the blessings 
Paul  is  praying for  us to receive.

Slow yourself  for  a moment and write a prayer of  thanksgiv ing to God for  
lovingly cal l ing you to Himself.  Be at  peace in His work on your behalf.   
Thank Him for  drawing you to Himself  and for  being the power -  
complet ing His workmanship in you.  “For we are his  workmanship,  created 
IN Christ Jesus  for  good works,  which God prepared beforehand,  that  we 
should walk in them.”  Ephesians 2:10

HINDRANCES

As you read the scr ipture below, pray that  God wi l l  show you things that  
are hinder ing you from abiding IN Chr ist  without ceasing.   Because this  
scr ipture is  ver y fami l iar  to many of  us,  we are at  r isk of  sk imming and 
missing fresh words from our Lord.   Digest  each phrase,  abide in His love 
– l isten and fol low His direct ion.

The Parable of  the Sower (Matthew 13)

“That same day Jesus went out  of  the house and sat  beside the sea.  And 
great  crowds gathered about Him, so that  he got into a boat and sat  down. 
And the whole crowd stood on the beach.  And he told them many things 
in parables,  saying:  “A sower went out  to sow. And as he sowed,  some 
seeds fe l l  a long the path,  and the birds came and devoured them. Other 
seeds fe l l  on rocky ground,  where they did not  have much soi l ,  and imme-
diately they sprang up,  s ince they had no depth of  soi l ,  but  when the sun 
rose they were scorched.  And s ince they had no root ,  they withered away.  
Other seeds fe l l  among thorns,  and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
Other seeds fe l l  on good soi l  and produced grain,  some a hundredfold,  
some sixty,  some thir ty.  He who has ears,  let  h im hear.”

The Parable of  the Sower Explained

“Hear then the parable of  the sower :  When anyone hears the word of  the 
k ingdom and does not understand i t ,  the evi l  one comes and snatches 
away what has been sown in his  hear t .  This is  what was sown along the 
path.  As for  what was sown on rocky ground,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and immediately receives i t  with joy,  yet  he has no root  in himself,  
but  endures for  a whi le ,  and when tr ibulat ion or  persecut ion ar ises on 
account of  the word,  immediately he fa l ls  away.  As for  what was sown 
among thorns,  th is  is  the one who hears the word,  but  the cares of  the 
world and the deceit fu lness of  r iches choke the word,  and i t  proves un-
f ru i t fu l .  As for  what was sown on good soi l ,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and understands i t .  He indeed bears frui t  and yie lds,  in  one case a 
hundredfold,  in  another s ixty,  and in another thir ty.”

What did God i l luminate to you in this  scr ipture?  

ENCOURAGEMENT

From the firm foundat ion of  God’s power to establ ish us IN  Him,  let ’s  rest  
and l isten.  Andrew Murray wrote (paraphrased) :

“Many of  us admit  that  i t  is  a blessed pr iv i lege and duty to abide in Chr ist ,  
and yet  we quest ion:  Is  i t  possible ,  a  l i fe  of  unbroken fe l lowship with the 
Savior?”   Maybe saint ly  Chr ist ians wi l l  at ta in i t ;  but ,  for  the large major i ty  
of  d isc iples,  whose l i fe  is  so ful ly  occupied,  i t  can hardly be expected.   Yet ,  
the more they hear of  th is  l i fe ,  the deeper their  sense of  i ts  glor y – there 
is  nothing they would not sacr ifice to par take of  i t .   But they are too weak,  
too unfaithful  –  they never can grasp i t .

Dear souls !  Abiding in Christ is  meant for the weak!   I t  is  so beaut i fu l ly  
suited to our feebleness.   Abiding is  not  the doing of  some great  thing and 
does not demand that  we first  lead a holy and devoted l i fe .   No,  i t  is  s imply 
weakness entrust ing i tsel f  to the Mighty One to be kept – the unfaithful  
person cast ing himself  on The One who is  t rustwor thy and per fect .   
Abiding in Him is  not  a work that  we have to do to enjoy His salvat ion.  I t  
is  consent ing to let  Him do al l  for  us,  and in us,  and through us.   I t  is  a 
work He does for  us – the frui t  and power of  His redeeming love.   Our par t  
is  s imply to y ie ld,  to trust ,  and to wait  for  what He has planned to 
per form.

Abide in me:  These words are not  the Law of  Moses,  demanding behaviors 
than cannot be per formed.  These words are the command of  love,  a 
promise of  a di f ferent shape.   Think of  th is  unt i l  a l l  feel ings of  burden and 
fear  and despair  go away,  and the first  thought that  comes to you as you 
hear of  abiding in Jesus is  one of  br ight  and joyful  hope – i t  is  for  me,  you 
say,  I  know I  wi l l  enjoy i t .    You are not under the law, with its 
unstoppable Do, but under grace,  the blessed gift  of bel ieving what 
Christ wil l  do.”

From the reading above,  what phrases or  thoughts stand-out to you?

Why do you think these phrases or  thoughts are af fect ing you?

If  God is  the one who is  “responsible”  for  establ ishing us In Him, what is  
your ro le?

EACH MOMENT

Andrew Murray has helped so many bel ievers to understand the loving 
invitat ion to abide In Jesus.   He writes,  “And to a l l  who desire to learn the 
blessed ar t  of  l iv ing only a moment at  a t ime,  we want to say:  The way to 
learn i t  is  to exercise yourself  in  l iv ing in the present moment .  Each t ime 
your at tent ion is  f ree to occupy i tsel f  with the thought of  Jesus -  whether 
i t  be with t ime to think and pray,  or  only for  a few passing seconds -  let  
your first  thought be to say:  Now, at  th is  moment ,  I  do abide in Jesus.  Use 
such t ime,  not  in vain regrets that  you have not been abiding ful ly,  or  st i l l  
more hur t ful  fears that  you wi l l  not  be able to abide,  but  just  at  once take 
the posit ion the Father has given you:  " I  am in Chr ist ;  th is  is  the place God 
has given me.  I  accept i t ;  here I  rest ;  I  do now abide in Jesus."  This is  the 
way to learn to abide continual ly.”

How can we abide cont inual ly?  By let t ing God’s love for  us do i ts  work in 
and through us.   Our abiding is  a work that  God under takes.   Let’s  y ie ld to 
His work of  empowering us to abide.

 “Because of Him you are in Christ Jesus ,  who became to us wisdom from 
God,  r ighteousness and sanct ificat ion and redemption,  so that ,  as i t  is  
writ ten,  “Let  the one who boasts,  boast  in the Lord.”  1Corinthians 
1:30-31

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes us with you in Christ ,  and has anointed us,  
and who has also put his  seal  on us and given us His Spir i t  in  our hear ts 
as a guarantee.”  2Corinthians 1:21-22

Write your prayer of  re jo ic ing and thanksgiv ing.   Ask God to empower you 
to abide IN Jesus and bear much frui t :

Keith Getty and Stuar t  Townsend’s song In  Chr ist  Alone  g ives us 
answers:

Scr ipture a lso gives us guidance.   

Psalm 1:1-4
“Blessed is  the man who walks not  in the counsel  of  the wicked,  nor 
stands in the way of  s inners,  nor  s i ts  in the seat  of  scoffers ;  but  his  
del ight  is  in the law of  the Lord,  and on his  law he meditates day and 
night .

He is  l ike a tree planted by streams of  water  that  y ie lds i ts  f ru i t  in  i ts  
season,  and i ts  leaf  does not wither.  In  a l l  that  he does,  he prospers.  The 
wicked are not  so,  but  are l ike chaff  that  the wind dr ives away.”

Galat ians 5:22
“The frui t  of  the Spir i t  is  love,  joy,  peace,  pat ience,  k indness,  goodness,  
fa i thfulness,  gent leness,  sel f-control…” 

What happens when we abide?

We love.
“… love one another :  just  as I  have loved you,  you also are to love one 
another.  By this  a l l  people wi l l  know that  you are my disciples,  i f  you have 
love for  one another.”  John 13:34-35

We rest  –  knowing that  God is  in control .

Bob’s Stor y:
“As I  was on my way to meet a fr iend,  my fr iend’s bl ind-spot was c i rc l ing 
in my mind.  I  was thinking,  “He doesn’t  see the damage he is  doing.”   This 
happens frequent ly with me.   The formula is  th is :  God reveals to me a s in 
or  bl ind-spot in my l i fe ,  then He lovingly guides me to address i t .   Then,  I  
see the same issue in ever yone else.   Out of  s incere desire to help,  I  want 
to say something.  But ,  often,  my s incere desire to help is  not  helpful .   
Knowing that  I  have this  chal lenge,  I  was wrest l ing with the decis ion to 
say something or  not .   Thankful ly,  God prompted me to s imply come into 
Him and rest  –  Jesus is  my fr iend’s Lord and del iverer,  not  me.  
 
As I  was enter ing the cafe to meet my fr iend,  I  was “r ight”  with my fr iend 
and rest ing in Jesus.   I  was there only to be a fr iend and let  h im invite me 
into his  l i fe  on his  terms.   As we were ta lk ing,  my fr iend said,  “God has 
been showing me some stuff  in  my l i fe  that  I  need to change.”  And,  he 
descr ibed to me the things which I  was concerned about .   The same sin I  
was fleeing from.  He asked me to pray for  h im.   He did not  ask me for  fur-
ther help.   Praise God!  I f  I  had not taken my concern to Jesus and remained 
in Him, I  would have said too much.   God is  per fect ly  capable to care for  
my fr iend,  bear ing frui t  in  his  l i fe  without my help.”

We pray.
“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Th 5:16-18

Take a moment now and pray – s i lent ly,  out- loud,  or  writ ten.

Our prayers are answered.  
“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples”.  John 15:7-8

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:
“God healed me.   Even saying the words was odd to me at  first .   Why?  I  
th ink I ’m skept ical .  

I  went to a prayer tra in ing seminar at  our church.   Before i t  star ted,  I  had 
to go into the k i tchen to see what Ben was cooking up for  the meal .   He is  
not  only a great  cook but a vars i ty encourager.   As I  looked around,  I  
real ized there was not one thing there that  I  could eat .   I  had al lergies to 
food.   Lots of  d i f ferent food.

I t  star ted in high school ,  I  would get  s ick and throw up,  become dizzy and 
my balance was off.   I t  turned out that  my s inuses were severely c logged.   
The doctor  tr ied to i r r igate them but my face just  fi l led with water.   He 
sent me home with some solut ion to help break i t  up.   The next day,  
ever ything came out .   This star ted a 34-year struggle with s inus 
infect ions.   

For  10 years,  I  had infect ions chronical ly.   When our second son was born,  
he had terr ib le ear  infect ions.   After  he had ear tubes,  he got s inus 
infect ions.   I  thought i t  was just  par t  of  our physiology.   The doctors 
wanted to put our l i t t le  2-year-old son on low-level  ant ib iot ics fu l l  t ime.   I  
knew there had to be a better  way.   I  went to my women’s bible study and 
asked them to pray.   Al l  the sudden,  I  real ized the t iming of  h is  infect ions 
connected to the t ime when I  had star ted him on dair y.   I  took him off  dair y 
products and he was a new boy!   To help him accept his  a l lergy,  I  took the 
whole fami ly of f  dair y.   Two weeks later,  I  went to my aunt’s  house and 
had lasagna.   Sure enough,  I  got  a s inus infect ion.   I ,  too,  had a problem 
with dair y.

So,  I  e l iminated i t  f rom our diet .   There have been innumerable awkward 
exper iences at  f r iend’s houses explaining why we couldn’t  eat  the 
wonder ful  meal  that  had been lovingly made for  us.   I t  was hard but i t  
real ly  helped my health.   Instead of  8 or  more s inuses infect ions a year,  I  
only got  2 or  3.

Each infect ion came with ant ibiot ics.   30 years of  ant ib iot ics.   At  one 
point ,  John told me my constant fat igue was not normal .   A few hours after  
ever y meal ,  I  just  wanted to go to s leep.    I  went to a bunch of  di f ferent 
doctors and did e l iminat ion diets and al l  k inds of  other treatments.   I  
real ized by tr ia l  and error,  that  I  real ly  had trouble with yeast ,  tomatoes 
and lemons.   For  the last  few years,  I  have stayed away from those too.   I  
actual ly  fe l t  better.

But ,  I  st i l l  could not fe l lowship over food.   I  d idn’t  l ike going out to dinner,  

even to celebrate an event ,  because I  got  real ly  s ick .   Ever y t ime.   

Two months ago,  I  had a post  hol iday par ty s inus infect ion.   Frank Brown 
prayed for  me and thought that  i t  was a spir i tual  at tack .   I  had never 
thought about i t  that  way,   I  just  a lways thought i t  was physical .

So,  at  the prayer tra in ing,  after  fast ing,  I  real ly  wanted to eat  and 
celebrate with ever yone.   I  went upstairs  and these beaut i fu l  strangers 
prayed for  me.   Here’s  where i t  gets weird.   I  got  a quick mental  p icture in 
my mind of  what I  can only descr ibe as a demon tape worm in my stomach.   
Not scar y but just  r ight  at  home.   I  to ld the prayer team about i t  and they 
didn’t  th ink I  was completely crazy.   They prayed in the name of  Jesus 
Chr ist  for  the demon to be gone.   I  to ld them I  was going to go downstairs  
and eat  and to please keep praying because I  am afraid of  food.

I  went back downstairs  to the seminar for  a quest ion and answer t ime and 
my neck star ted feel ing l ike my lymph nodes were being flushed -  
contract ing and releasing.

I  went and ate.   Biscuits  and gravy!   (Homemade dair y goodness! )  I  went 
to Panera the next day and had a sandwich with cheese and tomatoes.   I  
baked bread and ate a lmost the whole loaf.   I  went to a Royals game and 
had a hot  dog with ever ything on i t .  (So good!)   I  ate ice cream 
sandwiches.   I  went out  to dinner with an old fr iend last  n ight and ate 
ever ything that  was ordered.   I t  was so much fun to par t ic ipate in the 
meal .   

People have asked i f  i t  has stuck and i f  I ’m st i l l  healed.   Even in my own 
doubts,  I  am.  

Praise God and Thank You.  Thank You.  Thank You.

I t  is  a miracle .   My husband says I  actual ly  breathe through my nose when 
I  s leep.  I  have so much energy!  I  a lways wondered how people got so 
much done.  The funniest  par t  is  I  had not real ized how emotional ly  taxing 
i t  was navigat ing what food I  could eat  and how to respond to fr iends 
when I  couldn’t  eat .   I  feel  f ree.”

Since you have accepted the oppor tunity to abide in Chr ist ,  what have you 
been praying for?

Give Him praise for  the answered prayers!

Regarding the unanswered prayers,  take a moment ,  accept His invitat ion 
to Abide In Him, seek His wi l l  for  the s i tuat ion,  pray and pet i t ion Him 
again.  He has promised,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  
ask whatever you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.”  John 15:7

What happens when we abide in Jesus?

We have hopeful  joy.  
“These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my joy may be in you,  and that  
your joy may be ful l .”  John 15:11 

Brother Lawrence’s Stor y from “Pract ic ing the Presence of  God”

“ I  keep my attent ion on God in a s imple,  loving way.   This is  my soul ’s  
secret  exper ience of  the actual ,  unceasing presence of  God…

I am sure my soul  has been with God for  more than thir ty years.  I  consider 
God my King,  against  whom I  have committed al l  sor ts of  cr imes.   
Confessing my s ins to Him and asking Him to forgive me,  I  p lace myself  in  
His hands to do whatever He pleases with me.

This King,  who is  fu l l  of  goodness and mercy,  doesn’t  punish me.  Rather,  
He embraces me lovingly and invites me to eat  at  His table .   He serves me 
Himself  and gives me the keys to His treasur y,  t reat ing me as His favor i te .   
He convenes with me without ment ioning ei ther  my s ins or  His 
forgiveness.   My former habits are seemingly forgotten.   Although I  beg 
Him to do whatever He wishes with me,  He does nothing but caress me.   
This is  what being in His holy presence is  l ike .

My day-to-day l i fe  consists of  giv ing God my s imple,  loving at tent ion.   I f  I  
am distracted,  He cal ls  me back in tones that  are supernatural ly  
beaut i fu l .”

We have di fficult  t imes whi le God prunes us.
“Ever y branch that  does bear f ru i t  he prunes,  that  i t  may bear more frui t .”  
John 15:2

We wi l l  ser ve the needy.  
“Rel igion that  God our Father accepts as pure and fault less is  th is :  to look 
after  orphans and widows in their  d istress and to keep oneself  f rom being 
pol luted by the world.”

We are not s in less,  but  we s in less and less.
“You,  however,  are control led not by the flesh,  but  by the Spir i t ,  i f  the 
Spir i t  of  God l ives in you.”  Romans 8:9

We have supernatural  “ l ight”.
“ I  am the l ight  of  the world.  Whoever fo l lows me wi l l  not  walk in darkness,  
but  wi l l  have the l ight  of  l i fe .”  John 8:12.  

We are generous.
“for  in a severe test  of  afflict ion,  their  abundance of  joy and their  extreme 
pover ty have over flowed in a wealth of  generosity on their  par t .”  
2 Cor inthians 8:2

We are protected dur ing the storms of  l i fe .
“Blessed is  the man who trusts in the Lord,  whose trust  is  the Lord.  He is  
l ike a tree planted by water,  that  sends out i ts  roots by the stream, and 
does not fear  when heat comes,  for  i ts  leaves remain green,  and is  not  
anxious in the year of  drought ,  for  i t  does not cease to bear f ru i t .”  
Jeremiah 17:7-8

We stop str iv ing to be accepted by God because we are a lready accepted 
as His adopted chi ldren.
“ In love he predest ined us for  adopt ion to sonship through Jesus Chr ist ,  in  
accordance with his  pleasure and wi l l .”  Ephesians 1:5

We stand firm when chal lenged by evi l .
“Therefore take up the whole armor of  God,  that  you may be able to 
withstand in the evi l  day,  and having done al l ,  to stand firm.”  Ephesians 
6:13

We make disciples.
And Jesus came and said to them, “Al l  author i ty in heaven and on ear th 
has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of  a l l  nat ions,  
bapt iz ing them in the name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy 
Spir i t ,  teaching them to obser ve al l  that  I  have commanded you.  And 
behold,  I  am with you always,  to the end of  the age.”  Matthew 28:18-20

John’s Stor y:
“As I  was praying about Jesus’  invitat ion to abide in Him, I  was asking Him 
what i t  means to bear f ru i t .   Jesus is  promising that  I  would bear f ru i t  i f  I  
abide in Him.  How wi l l  I  know when frui t  is  growing?  Jesus’  final  ear thly 
command to us was to “Go make disciples”.   I t  is  obviously His wi l l  for  us 
to do so.   My next thought was,  “Who am I  encouraging to mature as a 
disc iple of  Chr ist?”   At the t ime,  I  was not reaching out to anyone in an 
intent ional  way,  but  I  was meet ing i r regular ly  with several  young 
Christ ian business owners to discuss chal lenges and ideas.  God led me to 
gather a l l  of  them together regular ly  to discuss how to abide in Chr ist  
through our ro les as business owners and aspir ing Godly leaders.  We 
discuss how our goals,  h i r ing and fir ing,  taking business r isk ,  and 
fami ly-work-church pr ior i t ies need to be processed through the command 
for  us to abide in Chr ist .   Our decis ions in the work-place are not  apar t  
f rom Christ .   

God has blessed our t imes together.   We have been loving each other 
through this  intent ional  format and are confident that  our decis ions to 
abide in Chr ist  through business wi l l  cont inue to bear f ru i t .”  

What does Godly fru i t  look l ike? 

I t  looks l ike the church unit ing IN Chr ist  to glor i fy  Him so that  the world 
may know that Jesus was sent by the Father !

Jesus prayed:
“ I  do not ask for  these only,  but  a lso for  those who wi l l  bel ieve in me 
through their  word,  that  they may al l  be one,  just  as you,  Father,  are in me,  
and I  in  you,  that  they also may be in us,  so that  the world may bel ieve 
that  you have sent me.  The glor y that  you have given me I  have given to 
them, that  they may be one even as we are one,  I  in  them and you in me,  
that  they may become per fect ly  one,  so that  the world may know that you 
sent me and loved them even as you loved me’  John 17:20-23

As we read the l ist  of  behaviors and results  of  abiding in Chr ist ,  we wi l l  
not ice that  some don’t  yet  apply to us.  I t  can be frustrat ing when we 
not ice that  our f ru i t  is  growing s low.  Good news!   Understanding this  
real i ty  wi l l  cause the repentance,  humil i ty  and awareness that  we need.   
Let’s  turn to Jesus and abide in Him. His power is  made per fect  in our 
weakness.

“ I f  we say we have no s in ,  we deceive ourselves,  and the truth is  not  in us.  
I f  we confess our s ins,  he is  fa i thful  and just  to forgive us our s ins and to 
c leanse us from al l  unr ighteousness.”  1John 1:8-9

And,  when we do abide,  we get out  of  our own way and let  the creator  of  
the universe grow fruit  through us!

How would you descr ibe the results  of  abiding in Jesus?

What quest ions do you have?

Take the answers to the previous two quest ions and turn them into a 
writ ten prayer to God.

Ask God to br ing to your mind who he wants you to disc iple (pray for,  
meet with,  and encourage to abide in Chr ist ) .  

Who comes to mind? 

What is  an act ion you can take?
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Let’s  be reminded about the Author and Creator  of  ALL.   He is the one 
who is continual .

“And this  is  what He promised us--eternal  l i fe .”  1 John 2:25

“But you,  O Lord,  are a shie ld about me,  my glor y,  and the l i fter  of  my 
head.  I  cr ied aloud to the Lord,  and He answered me from His holy hi l l .”  
Psalm 3:3

“For I  am sure that  neither  death nor l i fe ,  nor  angels nor rulers,  nor  things 
present nor things to come,  nor powers,  nor  height nor depth,  nor  
anything else in a l l  creat ion,  wi l l  be able to separate us from the love of  
God in  Chr ist  Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 8:38-39

ALWAYS; WITHOUT CEASING; IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  and give thanks in a l l  
c i rcumstances;  for this is  the wil l  of  God IN Christ Jesus  for  you.”  
1Thessalonians 5:17-18

There are few places in the bible where the wi l l  of  God is  stated more 
direct ly :  “For this  is  the wi l l  of  God IN Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”

Rejoice a lways…pray without ceasing….  give thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances.

Obviously,  God wi l l  bear plent i fu l  f ru i t  through us whi le we are a lways 
abiding in Chr ist  -  re jo ic ing,  praying and giv ing thanks.   And,  i f  you are 
l ike most of  us,  at  t imes,  cal ls  for  spir i tual  consistency l ike this  f rustrate 
us because we feel  we cannot do i t .

THE POWER FOR “ALWAYS”

Good news!   God is  not  asking us to be the dr iv ing force to accompl ish His 
wi l l .   He is  asking us to y ie ld to the power and consistency that  He offers.   
He (the v ine)  wi l l  bear f ru i t  through us ( the branch)  by His Holy Spir i t .

“ I t  is  because of Him  you are in Chr ist  Jesus.”  1Cor1:30;  

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes  us with you in Chr ist .”  2Cor1:21;  

“And I  am sure of  th is ,  that  he who began a good work in you  wi l l  br ing 
i t  to complet ion at  the day of  Jesus Chr ist .”  Phi l ippians 1:6

Who is  the power behind the invitat ion to abide cont inual ly?  

Pick one of  the previous scr iptures and write i t  out  –  inser t  your name in 
place of  the pronoun “you” or  “us”.

Receive this  prayer f rom the Apost le Paul :  

“We have not ceased to pray for  you,  asking that  you may be fil led with 
the knowledge of  h is  wi l l  in  a l l  spir i tual  wisdom and understanding,  so as 
to walk in a manner wor thy of  the Lord,  fu l ly  pleasing to Him: bear ing frui t  
in  ever y good work and increasing in the knowledge of  God;  being 
strengthened with a l l  power,  according to his  glor ious might ,  for  a l l  
endurance and pat ience with joy;  g iv ing thanks to the Father,  who has 
qual ified you to share in the inher i tance of  the saints in l ight .  He has 
del ivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son,  in  whom we have redemption,  the 
forgiveness of  s ins.”  Colossians 1:9-13

From whom is  the power to fu lfi l l  th is  prayer?

Please go back through the scr ipture above and under l ine a l l  the blessings 
Paul  is  praying for  us to receive.

Slow yourself  for  a moment and write a prayer of  thanksgiv ing to God for  
lovingly cal l ing you to Himself.  Be at  peace in His work on your behalf.   
Thank Him for  drawing you to Himself  and for  being the power -  
complet ing His workmanship in you.  “For we are his  workmanship,  created 
IN Christ Jesus  for  good works,  which God prepared beforehand,  that  we 
should walk in them.”  Ephesians 2:10

HINDRANCES

As you read the scr ipture below, pray that  God wi l l  show you things that  
are hinder ing you from abiding IN Chr ist  without ceasing.   Because this  
scr ipture is  ver y fami l iar  to many of  us,  we are at  r isk of  sk imming and 
missing fresh words from our Lord.   Digest  each phrase,  abide in His love 
– l isten and fol low His direct ion.

The Parable of  the Sower (Matthew 13)

“That same day Jesus went out  of  the house and sat  beside the sea.  And 
great  crowds gathered about Him, so that  he got into a boat and sat  down. 
And the whole crowd stood on the beach.  And he told them many things 
in parables,  saying:  “A sower went out  to sow. And as he sowed,  some 
seeds fe l l  a long the path,  and the birds came and devoured them. Other 
seeds fe l l  on rocky ground,  where they did not  have much soi l ,  and imme-
diately they sprang up,  s ince they had no depth of  soi l ,  but  when the sun 
rose they were scorched.  And s ince they had no root ,  they withered away.  
Other seeds fe l l  among thorns,  and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
Other seeds fe l l  on good soi l  and produced grain,  some a hundredfold,  
some sixty,  some thir ty.  He who has ears,  let  h im hear.”

The Parable of  the Sower Explained

“Hear then the parable of  the sower :  When anyone hears the word of  the 
k ingdom and does not understand i t ,  the evi l  one comes and snatches 
away what has been sown in his  hear t .  This is  what was sown along the 
path.  As for  what was sown on rocky ground,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and immediately receives i t  with joy,  yet  he has no root  in himself,  
but  endures for  a whi le ,  and when tr ibulat ion or  persecut ion ar ises on 
account of  the word,  immediately he fa l ls  away.  As for  what was sown 
among thorns,  th is  is  the one who hears the word,  but  the cares of  the 
world and the deceit fu lness of  r iches choke the word,  and i t  proves un-
f ru i t fu l .  As for  what was sown on good soi l ,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and understands i t .  He indeed bears frui t  and yie lds,  in  one case a 
hundredfold,  in  another s ixty,  and in another thir ty.”

What did God i l luminate to you in this  scr ipture?  

ENCOURAGEMENT

From the firm foundat ion of  God’s power to establ ish us IN  Him,  let ’s  rest  
and l isten.  Andrew Murray wrote (paraphrased) :

“Many of  us admit  that  i t  is  a blessed pr iv i lege and duty to abide in Chr ist ,  
and yet  we quest ion:  Is  i t  possible ,  a  l i fe  of  unbroken fe l lowship with the 
Savior?”   Maybe saint ly  Chr ist ians wi l l  at ta in i t ;  but ,  for  the large major i ty  
of  d isc iples,  whose l i fe  is  so ful ly  occupied,  i t  can hardly be expected.   Yet ,  
the more they hear of  th is  l i fe ,  the deeper their  sense of  i ts  glor y – there 
is  nothing they would not sacr ifice to par take of  i t .   But they are too weak,  
too unfaithful  –  they never can grasp i t .

Dear souls !  Abiding in Christ is  meant for the weak!   I t  is  so beaut i fu l ly  
suited to our feebleness.   Abiding is  not  the doing of  some great  thing and 
does not demand that  we first  lead a holy and devoted l i fe .   No,  i t  is  s imply 
weakness entrust ing i tsel f  to the Mighty One to be kept – the unfaithful  
person cast ing himself  on The One who is  t rustwor thy and per fect .   
Abiding in Him is  not  a work that  we have to do to enjoy His salvat ion.  I t  
is  consent ing to let  Him do al l  for  us,  and in us,  and through us.   I t  is  a 
work He does for  us – the frui t  and power of  His redeeming love.   Our par t  
is  s imply to y ie ld,  to trust ,  and to wait  for  what He has planned to 
per form.

Abide in me:  These words are not  the Law of  Moses,  demanding behaviors 
than cannot be per formed.  These words are the command of  love,  a 
promise of  a di f ferent shape.   Think of  th is  unt i l  a l l  feel ings of  burden and 
fear  and despair  go away,  and the first  thought that  comes to you as you 
hear of  abiding in Jesus is  one of  br ight  and joyful  hope – i t  is  for  me,  you 
say,  I  know I  wi l l  enjoy i t .    You are not under the law, with its 
unstoppable Do, but under grace,  the blessed gift  of bel ieving what 
Christ wil l  do.”

From the reading above,  what phrases or  thoughts stand-out to you?

Why do you think these phrases or  thoughts are af fect ing you?

If  God is  the one who is  “responsible”  for  establ ishing us In Him, what is  
your ro le?

EACH MOMENT

Andrew Murray has helped so many bel ievers to understand the loving 
invitat ion to abide In Jesus.   He writes,  “And to a l l  who desire to learn the 
blessed ar t  of  l iv ing only a moment at  a t ime,  we want to say:  The way to 
learn i t  is  to exercise yourself  in  l iv ing in the present moment .  Each t ime 
your at tent ion is  f ree to occupy i tsel f  with the thought of  Jesus -  whether 
i t  be with t ime to think and pray,  or  only for  a few passing seconds -  let  
your first  thought be to say:  Now, at  th is  moment ,  I  do abide in Jesus.  Use 
such t ime,  not  in vain regrets that  you have not been abiding ful ly,  or  st i l l  
more hur t ful  fears that  you wi l l  not  be able to abide,  but  just  at  once take 
the posit ion the Father has given you:  " I  am in Chr ist ;  th is  is  the place God 
has given me.  I  accept i t ;  here I  rest ;  I  do now abide in Jesus."  This is  the 
way to learn to abide continual ly.”

How can we abide cont inual ly?  By let t ing God’s love for  us do i ts  work in 
and through us.   Our abiding is  a work that  God under takes.   Let’s  y ie ld to 
His work of  empowering us to abide.

 “Because of Him you are in Christ Jesus ,  who became to us wisdom from 
God,  r ighteousness and sanct ificat ion and redemption,  so that ,  as i t  is  
writ ten,  “Let  the one who boasts,  boast  in the Lord.”  1Corinthians 
1:30-31

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes us with you in Christ ,  and has anointed us,  
and who has also put his  seal  on us and given us His Spir i t  in  our hear ts 
as a guarantee.”  2Corinthians 1:21-22

Write your prayer of  re jo ic ing and thanksgiv ing.   Ask God to empower you 
to abide IN Jesus and bear much frui t :

Keith Getty and Stuar t  Townsend’s song In  Chr ist  Alone  g ives us 
answers:

Scr ipture a lso gives us guidance.   

Psalm 1:1-4
“Blessed is  the man who walks not  in the counsel  of  the wicked,  nor 
stands in the way of  s inners,  nor  s i ts  in the seat  of  scoffers ;  but  his  
del ight  is  in the law of  the Lord,  and on his  law he meditates day and 
night .

He is  l ike a tree planted by streams of  water  that  y ie lds i ts  f ru i t  in  i ts  
season,  and i ts  leaf  does not wither.  In  a l l  that  he does,  he prospers.  The 
wicked are not  so,  but  are l ike chaff  that  the wind dr ives away.”

Galat ians 5:22
“The frui t  of  the Spir i t  is  love,  joy,  peace,  pat ience,  k indness,  goodness,  
fa i thfulness,  gent leness,  sel f-control…” 

What happens when we abide?

We love.
“… love one another :  just  as I  have loved you,  you also are to love one 
another.  By this  a l l  people wi l l  know that  you are my disciples,  i f  you have 
love for  one another.”  John 13:34-35

We rest  –  knowing that  God is  in control .

Bob’s Stor y:
“As I  was on my way to meet a fr iend,  my fr iend’s bl ind-spot was c i rc l ing 
in my mind.  I  was thinking,  “He doesn’t  see the damage he is  doing.”   This 
happens frequent ly with me.   The formula is  th is :  God reveals to me a s in 
or  bl ind-spot in my l i fe ,  then He lovingly guides me to address i t .   Then,  I  
see the same issue in ever yone else.   Out of  s incere desire to help,  I  want 
to say something.  But ,  often,  my s incere desire to help is  not  helpful .   
Knowing that  I  have this  chal lenge,  I  was wrest l ing with the decis ion to 
say something or  not .   Thankful ly,  God prompted me to s imply come into 
Him and rest  –  Jesus is  my fr iend’s Lord and del iverer,  not  me.  
 
As I  was enter ing the cafe to meet my fr iend,  I  was “r ight”  with my fr iend 
and rest ing in Jesus.   I  was there only to be a fr iend and let  h im invite me 
into his  l i fe  on his  terms.   As we were ta lk ing,  my fr iend said,  “God has 
been showing me some stuff  in  my l i fe  that  I  need to change.”  And,  he 
descr ibed to me the things which I  was concerned about .   The same sin I  
was fleeing from.  He asked me to pray for  h im.   He did not  ask me for  fur-
ther help.   Praise God!  I f  I  had not taken my concern to Jesus and remained 
in Him, I  would have said too much.   God is  per fect ly  capable to care for  
my fr iend,  bear ing frui t  in  his  l i fe  without my help.”

We pray.
“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Th 5:16-18

Take a moment now and pray – s i lent ly,  out- loud,  or  writ ten.

Our prayers are answered.  
“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples”.  John 15:7-8

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:
“God healed me.   Even saying the words was odd to me at  first .   Why?  I  
th ink I ’m skept ical .  

I  went to a prayer tra in ing seminar at  our church.   Before i t  star ted,  I  had 
to go into the k i tchen to see what Ben was cooking up for  the meal .   He is  
not  only a great  cook but a vars i ty encourager.   As I  looked around,  I  
real ized there was not one thing there that  I  could eat .   I  had al lergies to 
food.   Lots of  d i f ferent food.

I t  star ted in high school ,  I  would get  s ick and throw up,  become dizzy and 
my balance was off.   I t  turned out that  my s inuses were severely c logged.   
The doctor  tr ied to i r r igate them but my face just  fi l led with water.   He 
sent me home with some solut ion to help break i t  up.   The next day,  
ever ything came out .   This star ted a 34-year struggle with s inus 
infect ions.   

For  10 years,  I  had infect ions chronical ly.   When our second son was born,  
he had terr ib le ear  infect ions.   After  he had ear tubes,  he got s inus 
infect ions.   I  thought i t  was just  par t  of  our physiology.   The doctors 
wanted to put our l i t t le  2-year-old son on low-level  ant ib iot ics fu l l  t ime.   I  
knew there had to be a better  way.   I  went to my women’s bible study and 
asked them to pray.   Al l  the sudden,  I  real ized the t iming of  h is  infect ions 
connected to the t ime when I  had star ted him on dair y.   I  took him off  dair y 
products and he was a new boy!   To help him accept his  a l lergy,  I  took the 
whole fami ly of f  dair y.   Two weeks later,  I  went to my aunt’s  house and 
had lasagna.   Sure enough,  I  got  a s inus infect ion.   I ,  too,  had a problem 
with dair y.

So,  I  e l iminated i t  f rom our diet .   There have been innumerable awkward 
exper iences at  f r iend’s houses explaining why we couldn’t  eat  the 
wonder ful  meal  that  had been lovingly made for  us.   I t  was hard but i t  
real ly  helped my health.   Instead of  8 or  more s inuses infect ions a year,  I  
only got  2 or  3.

Each infect ion came with ant ibiot ics.   30 years of  ant ib iot ics.   At  one 
point ,  John told me my constant fat igue was not normal .   A few hours after  
ever y meal ,  I  just  wanted to go to s leep.    I  went to a bunch of  di f ferent 
doctors and did e l iminat ion diets and al l  k inds of  other treatments.   I  
real ized by tr ia l  and error,  that  I  real ly  had trouble with yeast ,  tomatoes 
and lemons.   For  the last  few years,  I  have stayed away from those too.   I  
actual ly  fe l t  better.

But ,  I  st i l l  could not fe l lowship over food.   I  d idn’t  l ike going out to dinner,  

even to celebrate an event ,  because I  got  real ly  s ick .   Ever y t ime.   

Two months ago,  I  had a post  hol iday par ty s inus infect ion.   Frank Brown 
prayed for  me and thought that  i t  was a spir i tual  at tack .   I  had never 
thought about i t  that  way,   I  just  a lways thought i t  was physical .

So,  at  the prayer tra in ing,  after  fast ing,  I  real ly  wanted to eat  and 
celebrate with ever yone.   I  went upstairs  and these beaut i fu l  strangers 
prayed for  me.   Here’s  where i t  gets weird.   I  got  a quick mental  p icture in 
my mind of  what I  can only descr ibe as a demon tape worm in my stomach.   
Not scar y but just  r ight  at  home.   I  to ld the prayer team about i t  and they 
didn’t  th ink I  was completely crazy.   They prayed in the name of  Jesus 
Chr ist  for  the demon to be gone.   I  to ld them I  was going to go downstairs  
and eat  and to please keep praying because I  am afraid of  food.

I  went back downstairs  to the seminar for  a quest ion and answer t ime and 
my neck star ted feel ing l ike my lymph nodes were being flushed -  
contract ing and releasing.

I  went and ate.   Biscuits  and gravy!   (Homemade dair y goodness! )  I  went 
to Panera the next day and had a sandwich with cheese and tomatoes.   I  
baked bread and ate a lmost the whole loaf.   I  went to a Royals game and 
had a hot  dog with ever ything on i t .  (So good!)   I  ate ice cream 
sandwiches.   I  went out  to dinner with an old fr iend last  n ight and ate 
ever ything that  was ordered.   I t  was so much fun to par t ic ipate in the 
meal .   

People have asked i f  i t  has stuck and i f  I ’m st i l l  healed.   Even in my own 
doubts,  I  am.  

Praise God and Thank You.  Thank You.  Thank You.

I t  is  a miracle .   My husband says I  actual ly  breathe through my nose when 
I  s leep.  I  have so much energy!  I  a lways wondered how people got so 
much done.  The funniest  par t  is  I  had not real ized how emotional ly  taxing 
i t  was navigat ing what food I  could eat  and how to respond to fr iends 
when I  couldn’t  eat .   I  feel  f ree.”

Since you have accepted the oppor tunity to abide in Chr ist ,  what have you 
been praying for?

Give Him praise for  the answered prayers!

Regarding the unanswered prayers,  take a moment ,  accept His invitat ion 
to Abide In Him, seek His wi l l  for  the s i tuat ion,  pray and pet i t ion Him 
again.  He has promised,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  
ask whatever you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.”  John 15:7

What happens when we abide in Jesus?

We have hopeful  joy.  
“These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my joy may be in you,  and that  
your joy may be ful l .”  John 15:11 

Brother Lawrence’s Stor y from “Pract ic ing the Presence of  God”

“ I  keep my attent ion on God in a s imple,  loving way.   This is  my soul ’s  
secret  exper ience of  the actual ,  unceasing presence of  God…

I am sure my soul  has been with God for  more than thir ty years.  I  consider 
God my King,  against  whom I  have committed al l  sor ts of  cr imes.   
Confessing my s ins to Him and asking Him to forgive me,  I  p lace myself  in  
His hands to do whatever He pleases with me.

This King,  who is  fu l l  of  goodness and mercy,  doesn’t  punish me.  Rather,  
He embraces me lovingly and invites me to eat  at  His table .   He serves me 
Himself  and gives me the keys to His treasur y,  t reat ing me as His favor i te .   
He convenes with me without ment ioning ei ther  my s ins or  His 
forgiveness.   My former habits are seemingly forgotten.   Although I  beg 
Him to do whatever He wishes with me,  He does nothing but caress me.   
This is  what being in His holy presence is  l ike .

My day-to-day l i fe  consists of  giv ing God my s imple,  loving at tent ion.   I f  I  
am distracted,  He cal ls  me back in tones that  are supernatural ly  
beaut i fu l .”

We have di fficult  t imes whi le God prunes us.
“Ever y branch that  does bear f ru i t  he prunes,  that  i t  may bear more frui t .”  
John 15:2

We wi l l  ser ve the needy.  
“Rel igion that  God our Father accepts as pure and fault less is  th is :  to look 
after  orphans and widows in their  d istress and to keep oneself  f rom being 
pol luted by the world.”

We are not s in less,  but  we s in less and less.
“You,  however,  are control led not by the flesh,  but  by the Spir i t ,  i f  the 
Spir i t  of  God l ives in you.”  Romans 8:9

We have supernatural  “ l ight”.
“ I  am the l ight  of  the world.  Whoever fo l lows me wi l l  not  walk in darkness,  
but  wi l l  have the l ight  of  l i fe .”  John 8:12.  

We are generous.
“for  in a severe test  of  afflict ion,  their  abundance of  joy and their  extreme 
pover ty have over flowed in a wealth of  generosity on their  par t .”  
2 Cor inthians 8:2

We are protected dur ing the storms of  l i fe .
“Blessed is  the man who trusts in the Lord,  whose trust  is  the Lord.  He is  
l ike a tree planted by water,  that  sends out i ts  roots by the stream, and 
does not fear  when heat comes,  for  i ts  leaves remain green,  and is  not  
anxious in the year of  drought ,  for  i t  does not cease to bear f ru i t .”  
Jeremiah 17:7-8

We stop str iv ing to be accepted by God because we are a lready accepted 
as His adopted chi ldren.
“ In love he predest ined us for  adopt ion to sonship through Jesus Chr ist ,  in  
accordance with his  pleasure and wi l l .”  Ephesians 1:5

We stand firm when chal lenged by evi l .
“Therefore take up the whole armor of  God,  that  you may be able to 
withstand in the evi l  day,  and having done al l ,  to stand firm.”  Ephesians 
6:13

We make disciples.
And Jesus came and said to them, “Al l  author i ty in heaven and on ear th 
has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of  a l l  nat ions,  
bapt iz ing them in the name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy 
Spir i t ,  teaching them to obser ve al l  that  I  have commanded you.  And 
behold,  I  am with you always,  to the end of  the age.”  Matthew 28:18-20

John’s Stor y:
“As I  was praying about Jesus’  invitat ion to abide in Him, I  was asking Him 
what i t  means to bear f ru i t .   Jesus is  promising that  I  would bear f ru i t  i f  I  
abide in Him.  How wi l l  I  know when frui t  is  growing?  Jesus’  final  ear thly 
command to us was to “Go make disciples”.   I t  is  obviously His wi l l  for  us 
to do so.   My next thought was,  “Who am I  encouraging to mature as a 
disc iple of  Chr ist?”   At the t ime,  I  was not reaching out to anyone in an 
intent ional  way,  but  I  was meet ing i r regular ly  with several  young 
Christ ian business owners to discuss chal lenges and ideas.  God led me to 
gather a l l  of  them together regular ly  to discuss how to abide in Chr ist  
through our ro les as business owners and aspir ing Godly leaders.  We 
discuss how our goals,  h i r ing and fir ing,  taking business r isk ,  and 
fami ly-work-church pr ior i t ies need to be processed through the command 
for  us to abide in Chr ist .   Our decis ions in the work-place are not  apar t  
f rom Christ .   

God has blessed our t imes together.   We have been loving each other 
through this  intent ional  format and are confident that  our decis ions to 
abide in Chr ist  through business wi l l  cont inue to bear f ru i t .”  

What does Godly fru i t  look l ike? 

I t  looks l ike the church unit ing IN Chr ist  to glor i fy  Him so that  the world 
may know that Jesus was sent by the Father !

Jesus prayed:
“ I  do not ask for  these only,  but  a lso for  those who wi l l  bel ieve in me 
through their  word,  that  they may al l  be one,  just  as you,  Father,  are in me,  
and I  in  you,  that  they also may be in us,  so that  the world may bel ieve 
that  you have sent me.  The glor y that  you have given me I  have given to 
them, that  they may be one even as we are one,  I  in  them and you in me,  
that  they may become per fect ly  one,  so that  the world may know that you 
sent me and loved them even as you loved me’  John 17:20-23

As we read the l ist  of  behaviors and results  of  abiding in Chr ist ,  we wi l l  
not ice that  some don’t  yet  apply to us.  I t  can be frustrat ing when we 
not ice that  our f ru i t  is  growing s low.  Good news!   Understanding this  
real i ty  wi l l  cause the repentance,  humil i ty  and awareness that  we need.   
Let’s  turn to Jesus and abide in Him. His power is  made per fect  in our 
weakness.

“ I f  we say we have no s in ,  we deceive ourselves,  and the truth is  not  in us.  
I f  we confess our s ins,  he is  fa i thful  and just  to forgive us our s ins and to 
c leanse us from al l  unr ighteousness.”  1John 1:8-9

And,  when we do abide,  we get out  of  our own way and let  the creator  of  
the universe grow fruit  through us!

How would you descr ibe the results  of  abiding in Jesus?

What quest ions do you have?

Take the answers to the previous two quest ions and turn them into a 
writ ten prayer to God.

Ask God to br ing to your mind who he wants you to disc iple (pray for,  
meet with,  and encourage to abide in Chr ist ) .  

Who comes to mind? 

What is  an act ion you can take?
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Let’s  be reminded about the Author and Creator  of  ALL.   He is the one 
who is continual .

“And this  is  what He promised us--eternal  l i fe .”  1 John 2:25

“But you,  O Lord,  are a shie ld about me,  my glor y,  and the l i fter  of  my 
head.  I  cr ied aloud to the Lord,  and He answered me from His holy hi l l .”  
Psalm 3:3

“For I  am sure that  neither  death nor l i fe ,  nor  angels nor rulers,  nor  things 
present nor things to come,  nor powers,  nor  height nor depth,  nor  
anything else in a l l  creat ion,  wi l l  be able to separate us from the love of  
God in  Chr ist  Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 8:38-39

ALWAYS; WITHOUT CEASING; IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES

“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  and give thanks in a l l  
c i rcumstances;  for this is  the wil l  of  God IN Christ Jesus  for  you.”  
1Thessalonians 5:17-18

There are few places in the bible where the wi l l  of  God is  stated more 
direct ly :  “For this  is  the wi l l  of  God IN Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”

Rejoice a lways…pray without ceasing….  give thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances.

Obviously,  God wi l l  bear plent i fu l  f ru i t  through us whi le we are a lways 
abiding in Chr ist  -  re jo ic ing,  praying and giv ing thanks.   And,  i f  you are 
l ike most of  us,  at  t imes,  cal ls  for  spir i tual  consistency l ike this  f rustrate 
us because we feel  we cannot do i t .

THE POWER FOR “ALWAYS”

Good news!   God is  not  asking us to be the dr iv ing force to accompl ish His 
wi l l .   He is  asking us to y ie ld to the power and consistency that  He offers.   
He (the v ine)  wi l l  bear f ru i t  through us ( the branch)  by His Holy Spir i t .

“ I t  is  because of Him  you are in Chr ist  Jesus.”  1Cor1:30;  

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes  us with you in Chr ist .”  2Cor1:21;  

“And I  am sure of  th is ,  that  he who began a good work in you  wi l l  br ing 
i t  to complet ion at  the day of  Jesus Chr ist .”  Phi l ippians 1:6

Who is  the power behind the invitat ion to abide cont inual ly?  

Pick one of  the previous scr iptures and write i t  out  –  inser t  your name in 
place of  the pronoun “you” or  “us”.

Receive this  prayer f rom the Apost le Paul :  

“We have not ceased to pray for  you,  asking that  you may be fil led with 
the knowledge of  h is  wi l l  in  a l l  spir i tual  wisdom and understanding,  so as 
to walk in a manner wor thy of  the Lord,  fu l ly  pleasing to Him: bear ing frui t  
in  ever y good work and increasing in the knowledge of  God;  being 
strengthened with a l l  power,  according to his  glor ious might ,  for  a l l  
endurance and pat ience with joy;  g iv ing thanks to the Father,  who has 
qual ified you to share in the inher i tance of  the saints in l ight .  He has 
del ivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son,  in  whom we have redemption,  the 
forgiveness of  s ins.”  Colossians 1:9-13

From whom is  the power to fu lfi l l  th is  prayer?

Please go back through the scr ipture above and under l ine a l l  the blessings 
Paul  is  praying for  us to receive.

Slow yourself  for  a moment and write a prayer of  thanksgiv ing to God for  
lovingly cal l ing you to Himself.  Be at  peace in His work on your behalf.   
Thank Him for  drawing you to Himself  and for  being the power -  
complet ing His workmanship in you.  “For we are his  workmanship,  created 
IN Christ Jesus  for  good works,  which God prepared beforehand,  that  we 
should walk in them.”  Ephesians 2:10

HINDRANCES

As you read the scr ipture below, pray that  God wi l l  show you things that  
are hinder ing you from abiding IN Chr ist  without ceasing.   Because this  
scr ipture is  ver y fami l iar  to many of  us,  we are at  r isk of  sk imming and 
missing fresh words from our Lord.   Digest  each phrase,  abide in His love 
– l isten and fol low His direct ion.

The Parable of  the Sower (Matthew 13)

“That same day Jesus went out  of  the house and sat  beside the sea.  And 
great  crowds gathered about Him, so that  he got into a boat and sat  down. 
And the whole crowd stood on the beach.  And he told them many things 
in parables,  saying:  “A sower went out  to sow. And as he sowed,  some 
seeds fe l l  a long the path,  and the birds came and devoured them. Other 
seeds fe l l  on rocky ground,  where they did not  have much soi l ,  and imme-
diately they sprang up,  s ince they had no depth of  soi l ,  but  when the sun 
rose they were scorched.  And s ince they had no root ,  they withered away.  
Other seeds fe l l  among thorns,  and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
Other seeds fe l l  on good soi l  and produced grain,  some a hundredfold,  
some sixty,  some thir ty.  He who has ears,  let  h im hear.”

The Parable of  the Sower Explained

“Hear then the parable of  the sower :  When anyone hears the word of  the 
k ingdom and does not understand i t ,  the evi l  one comes and snatches 
away what has been sown in his  hear t .  This is  what was sown along the 
path.  As for  what was sown on rocky ground,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and immediately receives i t  with joy,  yet  he has no root  in himself,  
but  endures for  a whi le ,  and when tr ibulat ion or  persecut ion ar ises on 
account of  the word,  immediately he fa l ls  away.  As for  what was sown 
among thorns,  th is  is  the one who hears the word,  but  the cares of  the 
world and the deceit fu lness of  r iches choke the word,  and i t  proves un-
f ru i t fu l .  As for  what was sown on good soi l ,  th is  is  the one who hears the 
word and understands i t .  He indeed bears frui t  and yie lds,  in  one case a 
hundredfold,  in  another s ixty,  and in another thir ty.”

What did God i l luminate to you in this  scr ipture?  

ENCOURAGEMENT

From the firm foundat ion of  God’s power to establ ish us IN  Him,  let ’s  rest  
and l isten.  Andrew Murray wrote (paraphrased) :

“Many of  us admit  that  i t  is  a blessed pr iv i lege and duty to abide in Chr ist ,  
and yet  we quest ion:  Is  i t  possible ,  a  l i fe  of  unbroken fe l lowship with the 
Savior?”   Maybe saint ly  Chr ist ians wi l l  at ta in i t ;  but ,  for  the large major i ty  
of  d isc iples,  whose l i fe  is  so ful ly  occupied,  i t  can hardly be expected.   Yet ,  
the more they hear of  th is  l i fe ,  the deeper their  sense of  i ts  glor y – there 
is  nothing they would not sacr ifice to par take of  i t .   But they are too weak,  
too unfaithful  –  they never can grasp i t .

Dear souls !  Abiding in Christ is  meant for the weak!   I t  is  so beaut i fu l ly  
suited to our feebleness.   Abiding is  not  the doing of  some great  thing and 
does not demand that  we first  lead a holy and devoted l i fe .   No,  i t  is  s imply 
weakness entrust ing i tsel f  to the Mighty One to be kept – the unfaithful  
person cast ing himself  on The One who is  t rustwor thy and per fect .   
Abiding in Him is  not  a work that  we have to do to enjoy His salvat ion.  I t  
is  consent ing to let  Him do al l  for  us,  and in us,  and through us.   I t  is  a 
work He does for  us – the frui t  and power of  His redeeming love.   Our par t  
is  s imply to y ie ld,  to trust ,  and to wait  for  what He has planned to 
per form.

Abide in me:  These words are not  the Law of  Moses,  demanding behaviors 
than cannot be per formed.  These words are the command of  love,  a 
promise of  a di f ferent shape.   Think of  th is  unt i l  a l l  feel ings of  burden and 
fear  and despair  go away,  and the first  thought that  comes to you as you 
hear of  abiding in Jesus is  one of  br ight  and joyful  hope – i t  is  for  me,  you 
say,  I  know I  wi l l  enjoy i t .    You are not under the law, with its 
unstoppable Do, but under grace,  the blessed gift  of bel ieving what 
Christ wil l  do.”

From the reading above,  what phrases or  thoughts stand-out to you?

Why do you think these phrases or  thoughts are af fect ing you?

If  God is  the one who is  “responsible”  for  establ ishing us In Him, what is  
your ro le?

EACH MOMENT

Andrew Murray has helped so many bel ievers to understand the loving 
invitat ion to abide In Jesus.   He writes,  “And to a l l  who desire to learn the 
blessed ar t  of  l iv ing only a moment at  a t ime,  we want to say:  The way to 
learn i t  is  to exercise yourself  in  l iv ing in the present moment .  Each t ime 
your at tent ion is  f ree to occupy i tsel f  with the thought of  Jesus -  whether 
i t  be with t ime to think and pray,  or  only for  a few passing seconds -  let  
your first  thought be to say:  Now, at  th is  moment ,  I  do abide in Jesus.  Use 
such t ime,  not  in vain regrets that  you have not been abiding ful ly,  or  st i l l  
more hur t ful  fears that  you wi l l  not  be able to abide,  but  just  at  once take 
the posit ion the Father has given you:  " I  am in Chr ist ;  th is  is  the place God 
has given me.  I  accept i t ;  here I  rest ;  I  do now abide in Jesus."  This is  the 
way to learn to abide continual ly.”

How can we abide cont inual ly?  By let t ing God’s love for  us do i ts  work in 
and through us.   Our abiding is  a work that  God under takes.   Let’s  y ie ld to 
His work of  empowering us to abide.

 “Because of Him you are in Christ Jesus ,  who became to us wisdom from 
God,  r ighteousness and sanct ificat ion and redemption,  so that ,  as i t  is  
writ ten,  “Let  the one who boasts,  boast  in the Lord.”  1Corinthians 
1:30-31

“ I t  is  God who establ ishes us with you in Christ ,  and has anointed us,  
and who has also put his  seal  on us and given us His Spir i t  in  our hear ts 
as a guarantee.”  2Corinthians 1:21-22

Write your prayer of  re jo ic ing and thanksgiv ing.   Ask God to empower you 
to abide IN Jesus and bear much frui t :

Keith Getty and Stuar t  Townsend’s song In  Chr ist  Alone  g ives us 
answers:

Scr ipture a lso gives us guidance.   

Psalm 1:1-4
“Blessed is  the man who walks not  in the counsel  of  the wicked,  nor 
stands in the way of  s inners,  nor  s i ts  in the seat  of  scoffers ;  but  his  
del ight  is  in the law of  the Lord,  and on his  law he meditates day and 
night .

He is  l ike a tree planted by streams of  water  that  y ie lds i ts  f ru i t  in  i ts  
season,  and i ts  leaf  does not wither.  In  a l l  that  he does,  he prospers.  The 
wicked are not  so,  but  are l ike chaff  that  the wind dr ives away.”

Galat ians 5:22
“The frui t  of  the Spir i t  is  love,  joy,  peace,  pat ience,  k indness,  goodness,  
fa i thfulness,  gent leness,  sel f-control…” 

What happens when we abide?

We love.
“… love one another :  just  as I  have loved you,  you also are to love one 
another.  By this  a l l  people wi l l  know that  you are my disciples,  i f  you have 
love for  one another.”  John 13:34-35

We rest  –  knowing that  God is  in control .

Bob’s Stor y:
“As I  was on my way to meet a fr iend,  my fr iend’s bl ind-spot was c i rc l ing 
in my mind.  I  was thinking,  “He doesn’t  see the damage he is  doing.”   This 
happens frequent ly with me.   The formula is  th is :  God reveals to me a s in 
or  bl ind-spot in my l i fe ,  then He lovingly guides me to address i t .   Then,  I  
see the same issue in ever yone else.   Out of  s incere desire to help,  I  want 
to say something.  But ,  often,  my s incere desire to help is  not  helpful .   
Knowing that  I  have this  chal lenge,  I  was wrest l ing with the decis ion to 
say something or  not .   Thankful ly,  God prompted me to s imply come into 
Him and rest  –  Jesus is  my fr iend’s Lord and del iverer,  not  me.  
 
As I  was enter ing the cafe to meet my fr iend,  I  was “r ight”  with my fr iend 
and rest ing in Jesus.   I  was there only to be a fr iend and let  h im invite me 
into his  l i fe  on his  terms.   As we were ta lk ing,  my fr iend said,  “God has 
been showing me some stuff  in  my l i fe  that  I  need to change.”  And,  he 
descr ibed to me the things which I  was concerned about .   The same sin I  
was fleeing from.  He asked me to pray for  h im.   He did not  ask me for  fur-
ther help.   Praise God!  I f  I  had not taken my concern to Jesus and remained 
in Him, I  would have said too much.   God is  per fect ly  capable to care for  
my fr iend,  bear ing frui t  in  his  l i fe  without my help.”

We pray.
“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Th 5:16-18

Take a moment now and pray – s i lent ly,  out- loud,  or  writ ten.

Our prayers are answered.  
“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples”.  John 15:7-8

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:
“God healed me.   Even saying the words was odd to me at  first .   Why?  I  
th ink I ’m skept ical .  

I  went to a prayer tra in ing seminar at  our church.   Before i t  star ted,  I  had 
to go into the k i tchen to see what Ben was cooking up for  the meal .   He is  
not  only a great  cook but a vars i ty encourager.   As I  looked around,  I  
real ized there was not one thing there that  I  could eat .   I  had al lergies to 
food.   Lots of  d i f ferent food.

I t  star ted in high school ,  I  would get  s ick and throw up,  become dizzy and 
my balance was off.   I t  turned out that  my s inuses were severely c logged.   
The doctor  tr ied to i r r igate them but my face just  fi l led with water.   He 
sent me home with some solut ion to help break i t  up.   The next day,  
ever ything came out .   This star ted a 34-year struggle with s inus 
infect ions.   

For  10 years,  I  had infect ions chronical ly.   When our second son was born,  
he had terr ib le ear  infect ions.   After  he had ear tubes,  he got s inus 
infect ions.   I  thought i t  was just  par t  of  our physiology.   The doctors 
wanted to put our l i t t le  2-year-old son on low-level  ant ib iot ics fu l l  t ime.   I  
knew there had to be a better  way.   I  went to my women’s bible study and 
asked them to pray.   Al l  the sudden,  I  real ized the t iming of  h is  infect ions 
connected to the t ime when I  had star ted him on dair y.   I  took him off  dair y 
products and he was a new boy!   To help him accept his  a l lergy,  I  took the 
whole fami ly of f  dair y.   Two weeks later,  I  went to my aunt’s  house and 
had lasagna.   Sure enough,  I  got  a s inus infect ion.   I ,  too,  had a problem 
with dair y.

So,  I  e l iminated i t  f rom our diet .   There have been innumerable awkward 
exper iences at  f r iend’s houses explaining why we couldn’t  eat  the 
wonder ful  meal  that  had been lovingly made for  us.   I t  was hard but i t  
real ly  helped my health.   Instead of  8 or  more s inuses infect ions a year,  I  
only got  2 or  3.

Each infect ion came with ant ibiot ics.   30 years of  ant ib iot ics.   At  one 
point ,  John told me my constant fat igue was not normal .   A few hours after  
ever y meal ,  I  just  wanted to go to s leep.    I  went to a bunch of  di f ferent 
doctors and did e l iminat ion diets and al l  k inds of  other treatments.   I  
real ized by tr ia l  and error,  that  I  real ly  had trouble with yeast ,  tomatoes 
and lemons.   For  the last  few years,  I  have stayed away from those too.   I  
actual ly  fe l t  better.

But ,  I  st i l l  could not fe l lowship over food.   I  d idn’t  l ike going out to dinner,  

even to celebrate an event ,  because I  got  real ly  s ick .   Ever y t ime.   

Two months ago,  I  had a post  hol iday par ty s inus infect ion.   Frank Brown 
prayed for  me and thought that  i t  was a spir i tual  at tack .   I  had never 
thought about i t  that  way,   I  just  a lways thought i t  was physical .

So,  at  the prayer tra in ing,  after  fast ing,  I  real ly  wanted to eat  and 
celebrate with ever yone.   I  went upstairs  and these beaut i fu l  strangers 
prayed for  me.   Here’s  where i t  gets weird.   I  got  a quick mental  p icture in 
my mind of  what I  can only descr ibe as a demon tape worm in my stomach.   
Not scar y but just  r ight  at  home.   I  to ld the prayer team about i t  and they 
didn’t  th ink I  was completely crazy.   They prayed in the name of  Jesus 
Chr ist  for  the demon to be gone.   I  to ld them I  was going to go downstairs  
and eat  and to please keep praying because I  am afraid of  food.

I  went back downstairs  to the seminar for  a quest ion and answer t ime and 
my neck star ted feel ing l ike my lymph nodes were being flushed -  
contract ing and releasing.

I  went and ate.   Biscuits  and gravy!   (Homemade dair y goodness! )  I  went 
to Panera the next day and had a sandwich with cheese and tomatoes.   I  
baked bread and ate a lmost the whole loaf.   I  went to a Royals game and 
had a hot  dog with ever ything on i t .  (So good!)   I  ate ice cream 
sandwiches.   I  went out  to dinner with an old fr iend last  n ight and ate 
ever ything that  was ordered.   I t  was so much fun to par t ic ipate in the 
meal .   

People have asked i f  i t  has stuck and i f  I ’m st i l l  healed.   Even in my own 
doubts,  I  am.  

Praise God and Thank You.  Thank You.  Thank You.

I t  is  a miracle .   My husband says I  actual ly  breathe through my nose when 
I  s leep.  I  have so much energy!  I  a lways wondered how people got so 
much done.  The funniest  par t  is  I  had not real ized how emotional ly  taxing 
i t  was navigat ing what food I  could eat  and how to respond to fr iends 
when I  couldn’t  eat .   I  feel  f ree.”

Since you have accepted the oppor tunity to abide in Chr ist ,  what have you 
been praying for?

Give Him praise for  the answered prayers!

Regarding the unanswered prayers,  take a moment ,  accept His invitat ion 
to Abide In Him, seek His wi l l  for  the s i tuat ion,  pray and pet i t ion Him 
again.  He has promised,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  
ask whatever you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.”  John 15:7

What happens when we abide in Jesus?

We have hopeful  joy.  
“These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my joy may be in you,  and that  
your joy may be ful l .”  John 15:11 

Brother Lawrence’s Stor y from “Pract ic ing the Presence of  God”

“ I  keep my attent ion on God in a s imple,  loving way.   This is  my soul ’s  
secret  exper ience of  the actual ,  unceasing presence of  God…

I am sure my soul  has been with God for  more than thir ty years.  I  consider 
God my King,  against  whom I  have committed al l  sor ts of  cr imes.   
Confessing my s ins to Him and asking Him to forgive me,  I  p lace myself  in  
His hands to do whatever He pleases with me.

This King,  who is  fu l l  of  goodness and mercy,  doesn’t  punish me.  Rather,  
He embraces me lovingly and invites me to eat  at  His table .   He serves me 
Himself  and gives me the keys to His treasur y,  t reat ing me as His favor i te .   
He convenes with me without ment ioning ei ther  my s ins or  His 
forgiveness.   My former habits are seemingly forgotten.   Although I  beg 
Him to do whatever He wishes with me,  He does nothing but caress me.   
This is  what being in His holy presence is  l ike .

My day-to-day l i fe  consists of  giv ing God my s imple,  loving at tent ion.   I f  I  
am distracted,  He cal ls  me back in tones that  are supernatural ly  
beaut i fu l .”

We have di fficult  t imes whi le God prunes us.
“Ever y branch that  does bear f ru i t  he prunes,  that  i t  may bear more frui t .”  
John 15:2

We wi l l  ser ve the needy.  
“Rel igion that  God our Father accepts as pure and fault less is  th is :  to look 
after  orphans and widows in their  d istress and to keep oneself  f rom being 
pol luted by the world.”

We are not s in less,  but  we s in less and less.
“You,  however,  are control led not by the flesh,  but  by the Spir i t ,  i f  the 
Spir i t  of  God l ives in you.”  Romans 8:9

We have supernatural  “ l ight”.
“ I  am the l ight  of  the world.  Whoever fo l lows me wi l l  not  walk in darkness,  
but  wi l l  have the l ight  of  l i fe .”  John 8:12.  

We are generous.
“for  in a severe test  of  afflict ion,  their  abundance of  joy and their  extreme 
pover ty have over flowed in a wealth of  generosity on their  par t .”  
2 Cor inthians 8:2

We are protected dur ing the storms of  l i fe .
“Blessed is  the man who trusts in the Lord,  whose trust  is  the Lord.  He is  
l ike a tree planted by water,  that  sends out i ts  roots by the stream, and 
does not fear  when heat comes,  for  i ts  leaves remain green,  and is  not  
anxious in the year of  drought ,  for  i t  does not cease to bear f ru i t .”  
Jeremiah 17:7-8

We stop str iv ing to be accepted by God because we are a lready accepted 
as His adopted chi ldren.
“ In love he predest ined us for  adopt ion to sonship through Jesus Chr ist ,  in  
accordance with his  pleasure and wi l l .”  Ephesians 1:5

We stand firm when chal lenged by evi l .
“Therefore take up the whole armor of  God,  that  you may be able to 
withstand in the evi l  day,  and having done al l ,  to stand firm.”  Ephesians 
6:13

We make disciples.
And Jesus came and said to them, “Al l  author i ty in heaven and on ear th 
has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of  a l l  nat ions,  
bapt iz ing them in the name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy 
Spir i t ,  teaching them to obser ve al l  that  I  have commanded you.  And 
behold,  I  am with you always,  to the end of  the age.”  Matthew 28:18-20

John’s Stor y:
“As I  was praying about Jesus’  invitat ion to abide in Him, I  was asking Him 
what i t  means to bear f ru i t .   Jesus is  promising that  I  would bear f ru i t  i f  I  
abide in Him.  How wi l l  I  know when frui t  is  growing?  Jesus’  final  ear thly 
command to us was to “Go make disciples”.   I t  is  obviously His wi l l  for  us 
to do so.   My next thought was,  “Who am I  encouraging to mature as a 
disc iple of  Chr ist?”   At the t ime,  I  was not reaching out to anyone in an 
intent ional  way,  but  I  was meet ing i r regular ly  with several  young 
Christ ian business owners to discuss chal lenges and ideas.  God led me to 
gather a l l  of  them together regular ly  to discuss how to abide in Chr ist  
through our ro les as business owners and aspir ing Godly leaders.  We 
discuss how our goals,  h i r ing and fir ing,  taking business r isk ,  and 
fami ly-work-church pr ior i t ies need to be processed through the command 
for  us to abide in Chr ist .   Our decis ions in the work-place are not  apar t  
f rom Christ .   

God has blessed our t imes together.   We have been loving each other 
through this  intent ional  format and are confident that  our decis ions to 
abide in Chr ist  through business wi l l  cont inue to bear f ru i t .”  

What does Godly frui t  look l ike? 

I t  looks l ike the church unit ing IN Chr ist  to glor i fy  Him so that  the world 
may know that Jesus was sent by the Father !

Jesus prayed:
“ I  do not ask for  these only,  but  a lso for  those who wi l l  bel ieve in me 
through their  word,  that  they may al l  be one,  just  as you,  Father,  are in me,  
and I  in  you,  that  they also may be in us,  so that  the world may bel ieve 
that  you have sent me.  The glor y that  you have given me I  have given to 
them, that  they may be one even as we are one,  I  in  them and you in me,  
that  they may become per fect ly  one,  so that  the world may know that you 
sent me and loved them even as you loved me’  John 17:20-23

As we read the l ist  of  behaviors and results  of  abiding in Chr ist ,  we wi l l  
not ice that  some don’t  yet  apply to us.  I t  can be frustrat ing when we 
not ice that  our f ru i t  is  growing s low.  Good news!   Understanding this  
real i ty  wi l l  cause the repentance,  humil i ty  and awareness that  we need.   
Let’s  turn to Jesus and abide in Him. His power is  made per fect  in our 
weakness.

“ I f  we say we have no s in ,  we deceive ourselves,  and the truth is  not  in us.  
I f  we confess our s ins,  he is  fa i thful  and just  to forgive us our s ins and to 
c leanse us from al l  unr ighteousness.”  1John 1:8-9

And,  when we do abide,  we get out  of  our own way and let  the creator  of  
the universe grow fruit  through us!

How would you descr ibe the results  of  abiding in Jesus?

What quest ions do you have?

Take the answers to the previous two quest ions and turn them into a 
writ ten prayer to God.

Ask God to br ing to your mind who he wants you to disc iple (pray for,  
meet with,  and encourage to abide in Chr ist ) .  

Who comes to mind? 

What is  an act ion you can take?
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Keith Getty and Stuar t  Townsend’s song In  Chr ist  Alone  g ives us 
answers:

Scr ipture a lso gives us guidance.   

Psalm 1:1-4
“Blessed is  the man who walks not  in the counsel  of  the wicked,  nor 
stands in the way of  s inners,  nor  s i ts  in the seat  of  scoffers ;  but  his  
del ight  is  in the law of  the Lord,  and on his  law he meditates day and 
night .

He is  l ike a tree planted by streams of  water  that  y ie lds i ts  f ru i t  in  i ts  
season,  and i ts  leaf  does not wither.  In  a l l  that  he does,  he prospers.  The 
wicked are not  so,  but  are l ike chaff  that  the wind dr ives away.”

Galat ians 5:22
“The frui t  of  the Spir i t  is  love,  joy,  peace,  pat ience,  k indness,  goodness,  
fa i thfulness,  gent leness,  sel f-control…” 

What happens when we abide?

We love.
“… love one another :  just  as I  have loved you,  you also are to love one 
another.  By this  a l l  people wi l l  know that  you are my disciples,  i f  you have 
love for  one another.”  John 13:34-35

We rest  –  knowing that  God is  in control .

Bob’s Stor y:
“As I  was on my way to meet a fr iend,  my fr iend’s bl ind-spot was c i rc l ing 
in my mind.  I  was thinking,  “He doesn’t  see the damage he is  doing.”   This 
happens frequent ly with me.   The formula is  th is :  God reveals to me a s in 
or  bl ind-spot in my l i fe ,  then He lovingly guides me to address i t .   Then,  I  
see the same issue in ever yone else.   Out of  s incere desire to help,  I  want 
to say something.  But ,  often,  my s incere desire to help is  not  helpful .   
Knowing that  I  have this  chal lenge,  I  was wrest l ing with the decis ion to 
say something or  not .   Thankful ly,  God prompted me to s imply come into 
Him and rest  –  Jesus is  my fr iend’s Lord and del iverer,  not  me.  
 
As I  was enter ing the cafe to meet my fr iend,  I  was “r ight”  with my fr iend 
and rest ing in Jesus.   I  was there only to be a fr iend and let  h im invite me 
into his  l i fe  on his  terms.   As we were ta lk ing,  my fr iend said,  “God has 
been showing me some stuff  in  my l i fe  that  I  need to change.”  And,  he 
descr ibed to me the things which I  was concerned about .   The same sin I  
was fleeing from.  He asked me to pray for  h im.   He did not  ask me for  fur-
ther help.   Praise God!  I f  I  had not taken my concern to Jesus and remained 
in Him, I  would have said too much.   God is  per fect ly  capable to care for  
my fr iend,  bear ing frui t  in  his  l i fe  without my help.”

We pray.
“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Th 5:16-18

Take a moment now and pray – s i lent ly,  out- loud,  or  writ ten.

Our prayers are answered.  
“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples”.  John 15:7-8

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:
“God healed me.   Even saying the words was odd to me at  first .   Why?  I  
th ink I ’m skept ical .  

I  went to a prayer tra in ing seminar at  our church.   Before i t  star ted,  I  had 
to go into the k i tchen to see what Ben was cooking up for  the meal .   He is  
not  only a great  cook but a vars i ty encourager.   As I  looked around,  I  
real ized there was not one thing there that  I  could eat .   I  had al lergies to 
food.   Lots of  d i f ferent food.

I t  star ted in high school ,  I  would get  s ick and throw up,  become dizzy and 
my balance was off.   I t  turned out that  my s inuses were severely c logged.   
The doctor  tr ied to i r r igate them but my face just  fi l led with water.   He 
sent me home with some solut ion to help break i t  up.   The next day,  
ever ything came out .   This star ted a 34-year struggle with s inus 
infect ions.   

For  10 years,  I  had infect ions chronical ly.   When our second son was born,  
he had terr ib le ear  infect ions.   After  he had ear tubes,  he got s inus 
infect ions.   I  thought i t  was just  par t  of  our physiology.   The doctors 
wanted to put our l i t t le  2-year-old son on low-level  ant ib iot ics fu l l  t ime.   I  
knew there had to be a better  way.   I  went to my women’s bible study and 
asked them to pray.   Al l  the sudden,  I  real ized the t iming of  h is  infect ions 
connected to the t ime when I  had star ted him on dair y.   I  took him off  dair y 
products and he was a new boy!   To help him accept his  a l lergy,  I  took the 
whole fami ly of f  dair y.   Two weeks later,  I  went to my aunt’s  house and 
had lasagna.   Sure enough,  I  got  a s inus infect ion.   I ,  too,  had a problem 
with dair y.

So,  I  e l iminated i t  f rom our diet .   There have been innumerable awkward 
exper iences at  f r iend’s houses explaining why we couldn’t  eat  the 
wonder ful  meal  that  had been lovingly made for  us.   I t  was hard but i t  
real ly  helped my health.   Instead of  8 or  more s inuses infect ions a year,  I  
only got  2 or  3.

Each infect ion came with ant ibiot ics.   30 years of  ant ib iot ics.   At  one 
point ,  John told me my constant fat igue was not normal .   A few hours after  
ever y meal ,  I  just  wanted to go to s leep.    I  went to a bunch of  di f ferent 
doctors and did e l iminat ion diets and al l  k inds of  other treatments.   I  
real ized by tr ia l  and error,  that  I  real ly  had trouble with yeast ,  tomatoes 
and lemons.   For  the last  few years,  I  have stayed away from those too.   I  
actual ly  fe l t  better.

But ,  I  st i l l  could not fe l lowship over food.   I  d idn’t  l ike going out to dinner,  

even to celebrate an event ,  because I  got  real ly  s ick .   Ever y t ime.   

Two months ago,  I  had a post  hol iday par ty s inus infect ion.   Frank Brown 
prayed for  me and thought that  i t  was a spir i tual  at tack .   I  had never 
thought about i t  that  way,   I  just  a lways thought i t  was physical .

So,  at  the prayer tra in ing,  after  fast ing,  I  real ly  wanted to eat  and 
celebrate with ever yone.   I  went upstairs  and these beaut i fu l  strangers 
prayed for  me.   Here’s  where i t  gets weird.   I  got  a quick mental  p icture in 
my mind of  what I  can only descr ibe as a demon tape worm in my stomach.   
Not scar y but just  r ight  at  home.   I  to ld the prayer team about i t  and they 
didn’t  th ink I  was completely crazy.   They prayed in the name of  Jesus 
Chr ist  for  the demon to be gone.   I  to ld them I  was going to go downstairs  
and eat  and to please keep praying because I  am afraid of  food.

I  went back downstairs  to the seminar for  a quest ion and answer t ime and 
my neck star ted feel ing l ike my lymph nodes were being flushed -  
contract ing and releasing.

I  went and ate.   Biscuits  and gravy!   (Homemade dair y goodness! )  I  went 
to Panera the next day and had a sandwich with cheese and tomatoes.   I  
baked bread and ate a lmost the whole loaf.   I  went to a Royals game and 
had a hot  dog with ever ything on i t .  (So good!)   I  ate ice cream 
sandwiches.   I  went out  to dinner with an old fr iend last  n ight and ate 
ever ything that  was ordered.   I t  was so much fun to par t ic ipate in the 
meal .   

People have asked i f  i t  has stuck and i f  I ’m st i l l  healed.   Even in my own 
doubts,  I  am.  

Praise God and Thank You.  Thank You.  Thank You.

I t  is  a miracle .   My husband says I  actual ly  breathe through my nose when 
I  s leep.  I  have so much energy!  I  a lways wondered how people got so 
much done.  The funniest  par t  is  I  had not real ized how emotional ly  taxing 
i t  was navigat ing what food I  could eat  and how to respond to fr iends 
when I  couldn’t  eat .   I  feel  f ree.”

Since you have accepted the oppor tunity to abide in Chr ist ,  what have you 
been praying for?

Give Him praise for  the answered prayers!

Regarding the unanswered prayers,  take a moment ,  accept His invitat ion 
to Abide In Him, seek His wi l l  for  the s i tuat ion,  pray and pet i t ion Him 
again.  He has promised,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  
ask whatever you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.”  John 15:7

What happens when we abide in Jesus?

We have hopeful  joy.  
“These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my joy may be in you,  and that  
your joy may be ful l .”  John 15:11 

Brother Lawrence’s Stor y from “Pract ic ing the Presence of  God”

“ I  keep my attent ion on God in a s imple,  loving way.   This is  my soul ’s  
secret  exper ience of  the actual ,  unceasing presence of  God…

I am sure my soul  has been with God for  more than thir ty years.  I  consider 
God my King,  against  whom I  have committed al l  sor ts of  cr imes.   
Confessing my s ins to Him and asking Him to forgive me,  I  p lace myself  in  
His hands to do whatever He pleases with me.

This King,  who is  fu l l  of  goodness and mercy,  doesn’t  punish me.  Rather,  
He embraces me lovingly and invites me to eat  at  His table .   He serves me 
Himself  and gives me the keys to His treasur y,  t reat ing me as His favor i te .   
He convenes with me without ment ioning ei ther  my s ins or  His 
forgiveness.   My former habits are seemingly forgotten.   Although I  beg 
Him to do whatever He wishes with me,  He does nothing but caress me.   
This is  what being in His holy presence is  l ike .

My day-to-day l i fe  consists of  giv ing God my s imple,  loving at tent ion.   I f  I  
am distracted,  He cal ls  me back in tones that  are supernatural ly  
beaut i fu l .”

We have di fficult  t imes whi le God prunes us.
“Ever y branch that  does bear f ru i t  he prunes,  that  i t  may bear more frui t .”  
John 15:2

We wi l l  ser ve the needy.  
“Rel igion that  God our Father accepts as pure and fault less is  th is :  to look 
after  orphans and widows in their  d istress and to keep oneself  f rom being 
pol luted by the world.”

We are not s in less,  but  we s in less and less.
“You,  however,  are control led not by the flesh,  but  by the Spir i t ,  i f  the 
Spir i t  of  God l ives in you.”  Romans 8:9

We have supernatural  “ l ight”.
“ I  am the l ight  of  the world.  Whoever fo l lows me wi l l  not  walk in darkness,  
but  wi l l  have the l ight  of  l i fe .”  John 8:12.  

We are generous.
“for  in a severe test  of  afflict ion,  their  abundance of  joy and their  extreme 
pover ty have over flowed in a wealth of  generosity on their  par t .”  
2 Cor inthians 8:2

We are protected dur ing the storms of  l i fe .
“Blessed is  the man who trusts in the Lord,  whose trust  is  the Lord.  He is  
l ike a tree planted by water,  that  sends out i ts  roots by the stream, and 
does not fear  when heat comes,  for  i ts  leaves remain green,  and is  not  
anxious in the year of  drought ,  for  i t  does not cease to bear f ru i t .”  
Jeremiah 17:7-8

We stop str iv ing to be accepted by God because we are a lready accepted 
as His adopted chi ldren.
“ In love he predest ined us for  adopt ion to sonship through Jesus Chr ist ,  in  
accordance with his  pleasure and wi l l .”  Ephesians 1:5

We stand firm when chal lenged by evi l .
“Therefore take up the whole armor of  God,  that  you may be able to 
withstand in the evi l  day,  and having done al l ,  to stand firm.”  Ephesians 
6:13

We make disciples.
And Jesus came and said to them, “Al l  author i ty in heaven and on ear th 
has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of  a l l  nat ions,  
bapt iz ing them in the name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy 
Spir i t ,  teaching them to obser ve al l  that  I  have commanded you.  And 
behold,  I  am with you always,  to the end of  the age.”  Matthew 28:18-20

John’s Stor y:
“As I  was praying about Jesus’  invitat ion to abide in Him, I  was asking Him 
what i t  means to bear f ru i t .   Jesus is  promising that  I  would bear f ru i t  i f  I  
abide in Him.  How wi l l  I  know when frui t  is  growing?  Jesus’  final  ear thly 
command to us was to “Go make disciples”.   I t  is  obviously His wi l l  for  us 
to do so.   My next thought was,  “Who am I  encouraging to mature as a 
disc iple of  Chr ist?”   At the t ime,  I  was not reaching out to anyone in an 
intent ional  way,  but  I  was meet ing i r regular ly  with several  young 
Christ ian business owners to discuss chal lenges and ideas.  God led me to 
gather a l l  of  them together regular ly  to discuss how to abide in Chr ist  
through our ro les as business owners and aspir ing Godly leaders.  We 
discuss how our goals,  h i r ing and fir ing,  taking business r isk ,  and 
fami ly-work-church pr ior i t ies need to be processed through the command 
for  us to abide in Chr ist .   Our decis ions in the work-place are not  apar t  
f rom Christ .   

God has blessed our t imes together.   We have been loving each other 
through this  intent ional  format and are confident that  our decis ions to 
abide in Chr ist  through business wi l l  cont inue to bear f ru i t .”  

What does Godly fru i t  look l ike? 

I t  looks l ike the church unit ing IN Chr ist  to glor i fy  Him so that  the world 
may know that Jesus was sent by the Father !

Jesus prayed:
“ I  do not ask for  these only,  but  a lso for  those who wi l l  bel ieve in me 
through their  word,  that  they may al l  be one,  just  as you,  Father,  are in me,  
and I  in  you,  that  they also may be in us,  so that  the world may bel ieve 
that  you have sent me.  The glor y that  you have given me I  have given to 
them, that  they may be one even as we are one,  I  in  them and you in me,  
that  they may become per fect ly  one,  so that  the world may know that you 
sent me and loved them even as you loved me’  John 17:20-23

As we read the l ist  of  behaviors and results  of  abiding in Chr ist ,  we wi l l  
not ice that  some don’t  yet  apply to us.  I t  can be frustrat ing when we 
not ice that  our f ru i t  is  growing s low.  Good news!   Understanding this  
real i ty  wi l l  cause the repentance,  humil i ty  and awareness that  we need.   
Let’s  turn to Jesus and abide in Him. His power is  made per fect  in our 
weakness.

“ I f  we say we have no s in ,  we deceive ourselves,  and the truth is  not  in us.  
I f  we confess our s ins,  he is  fa i thful  and just  to forgive us our s ins and to 
c leanse us from al l  unr ighteousness.”  1John 1:8-9

And,  when we do abide,  we get out  of  our own way and let  the creator  of  
the universe grow fruit  through us!

How would you descr ibe the results  of  abiding in Jesus?

What quest ions do you have?

Take the answers to the previous two quest ions and turn them into a 
writ ten prayer to God.

Ask God to br ing to your mind who he wants you to disc iple (pray for,  
meet with,  and encourage to abide in Chr ist ) .  

Who comes to mind? 

What is  an act ion you can take? Before we address the quest ion,  let ’s  pray with King David through Psalm 
145.  Pray as you read:

“ I  wi l l  extol  you,  my God and King,
and bless your name forever and ever.
Ever y day I  wi l l  b less you
and praise your name forever and ever.
Great  is  the Lord,  and great ly  to be praised,
and his  greatness is  unsearchable.

One generat ion shal l  commend your works to another,
and shal l  declare your mighty acts.
On the glor ious splendor of  your majesty,
and on your wondrous works,  I  wi l l  meditate.
They shal l  speak of  the might of  your awesome deeds,
and I  wi l l  declare your greatness.
They shal l  pour for th the fame of  your abundant goodness
and shal l  s ing aloud of  your r ighteousness.

The Lord is  gracious and merci fu l ,
s low to anger and abounding in steadfast  love.
The Lord is  good to a l l ,
and his  mercy is  over a l l  that  he has made.”

What does King David mean when he says that  God’s greatness is  
unsearchable?

Guided by Psalm 145,  l ist  at  least  four of  God’s at tr ibutes.

Please pray with us:

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing.  I  accept your 
invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you want to give.   
Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your wi l l .   In  Jesus’  
Name.  Amen.”

IS  ABIDING PASSIVE?

Absolutely not .  

Then the people said to Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the works 
of  God?” He answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you bel ieve 
in Him whom He has sent .”  John 6:28-29

God has cal led His people to bel ieve IN Him. Bel ief  requires act ion.  One 
can bel ieve for  a moment without act ing.  But ,  over t ime,  bel ief  and act ion 
are inseparable.  

I t  takes effor t  to bel ieve.  I t  takes for t i tude to push away obstacles that  
cause us to not  ‘bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent’.   Our s in nature,  the 
worldly system, and the devi l  a l l  oppose God.   There is  nothing passive 
about bel ieving and abiding.   Abiding IN Chr ist  is  act ive and di l igent bel ief  
that  we can only re ly on God.  Praise God!  He is  ready to empower us to do 
so.

Do you bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent?  Many Chr ist ians wi l l  answer,  
“Most of  the t ime.”   

In  fu l l  t ransparency before God,  confess what you don’t  bel ieve about His 
c la ims.  He is  not  surpr ised by our unbel ief.  He knows.  Write a prayer 
asking for  Him to suppor t ,  teach,  and correct  you -  giv ing you the gi ft  of  
fa i th as you abide IN HIM.

Remember just  before Chr ist ’s  t r ia l  and crucifixion,  Peter ’s  unbel ief  
caused him to abandon Christ .   Then,  after  the resurrect ion,  Jesus 
restored Peter  to Himself  –  see John 21.

Jesus knows that  we have t imes when we don’t  real ly  bel ieve – our act ions 
communicate our real  bel iefs.   He knows and He loves us anyway.   He is  
cont inual ly  cal l ing to us to fo l low Him.

JESUS IS INVITING US TO ACTIVELY BEAR FRUIT

God can do anything he pleases at  any t ime.   I f  i t  is  His wi l l ,  He can give 
someone that  has never heard of  Jesus a dream that  prompts that  person 
to seek Him. He can create another universe.  Nothing hinders Him.  
Therefore,  as you read the fo l lowing message,  don’t  hear that  God is  
l imited.   He is  not .   Please hear that  God is invit ing us into the most 
abundant oppor tunity and blessing of our l ives .

I t  is  cr i t ical ly  impor tant to understand that  abiding IN Jesus is  act ive and 
di l igent re l iance on God.  God has chosen us to par t ic ipate with Him in 
act ing-out His wi l l  on ear th -  to bear f ru i t  by the power He gives us.   That 
work (bel ieving and abiding IN Him) and the result  (bear ing frui t )  wi l l  not  
be done sole ly by Jesus.  God,  in His per fect ion,  has chosen to share a 
heavenly responsibi l i ty  with His people.  That is  the bear ing of  Godly frui t .   
He has given us the responsibi l i ty,  oppor tunity,  and blessing of  
f ru i t-bear ing.  Abiding is  not  passive.

Andrew Murray writes (paraphrased) :
“Without the v ine ( Jesus)  the branch (bel ievers)  can do nothing.  The 
branch owes ever ything to the v ine:  i ts  place in the v ineyard,  i ts  l i fe  and 
i ts  f ru i t fu lness.   And so,  the Lord says,  “Without me,  you can do nothing.”   
Each day,  the bel iever can be pleasing to God only in what he does 
through the power of  Chr ist  dwel l ing in him.  The dai ly  in-flowing of  the 
l i fe-sap of  the Holy Spir i t  is  h is  only power to bear f ru i t .  He l ives a lone in 
Him and is  completely dependent on Him alone.

Without the branch the v ine can also do nothing.  A vine without branches 
can bear no frui t .   The vine is  total ly  dependent on the branch as the 
branch is  completely dependent on the v ine.   This is the wonder ful  
condescension (voluntary descent from one's rank) of Jesus,  that just 
as His people are dependent on Him, He has made Himself  dependent 
on them. He has chosen that ,  without His disc iples,  He cannot dispense 
His blessing to the world;  He cannot offer  s inners the grapes of  the heav-
enly Canaan.  Don’t  th ink of  th is  as new or astonishing.   Jesus did this  
Himself.  This is  the high honor which He has cal led His redeemed disciple .   
As cr i t ical  as He is  to them in heaven ( from Him their  f ru i t  is  found) ,  they 
are just  as indispensable to Him on ear th ( through them His fru i t  is  found) .   
Bel ievers,  meditate on this ,  unt i l  your soul  bows to worship God – His 
majesty and the myster y of  the per fect  union between Christ  and the 
bel iever.

There is more:  as neither the vine nor the branch is anything without 
the other,  so is neither anything except to serve the other – each is for 

the other.”

God’s purposes and plans wi l l  be done with or  without us.   He does not 
need us.   But ,  because of  His love for  us,  God is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate 
in the heavenly work of  redeeming His creat ion – for  His glor y and our 
good.

Please write your response or  quest ions to the messages above:

Our act ive work bears frui t  f rom the outgrowth of  a healthy,  v igorous l i fe  
IN Chr ist  -  the Spir i t  and power of  Chr ist  l iv ing and working IN us.  That 
power works effectively through us when our main effor ts are toward 
maintaining an intimate dialogue with our Lord.   As He flows into us,  our  
work of  bel ieving wi l l  bear f ru i t  in  God’s wi l l .   We are not pipes,  in  the 
sense that ,  as a pipe carr ies water,  i t  does not dr ink of  i t .   We are l ike 
branches – act ively involved.   In  order to bear f ru i t ,  the sap of  the v ine 
( Jesus)  must first  enter  the branch (us)  so that  the branch is  nour ished and 
strengthened.  At the same t ime,  the Gardener (God the Father )  prunes 
and shapes the branch to be more effect ive.   Then,  upon direct ion from 
Christ  and empowered by Him, we become par t ic ipants in the creat ion of  
Godly frui t .

John 14:12-14
“Truly,  t ru ly,  I  say to you,  whoever bel ieves in me wil l  also do the works 
that I  do;  and greater works than these wil l  he do,  because I  am going 
to the Father.  Whatever you ask in my name,  this  I  wi l l  do,  that  the Father 
may be glor ified in the Son.  I f  you ask me anything in my name,  I  wi l l  do 
i t .”  

Please l ist  Jesus’  promises out l ined in John 14:12-14 above:

PASSIVE?

15 mi les east  of  Por t  Au Pr ince,  100 yards off  the main east-west road 
going to the Dominican Republ ic  s i ts  Foundat ion de Ebenezer.   I t ’s  a 
ministr y hub;  a source of  l ight  containing a school ,  c l in ic ,  orphan homes,  
guest  house,  and church ser ving one of  the tougher communit ies in Hait i .   
Ebenezer was bui l t  by Pastor  Claude Mondesir.   God was the architect .

Years before the ear thquake,  God had given Claude a v is ion for  th is  
ministr y.   Specifical ly,  he saw a v is ion of  a new church with a t in roof  and 
a basement .   T in roofs are considered cheap,  and basements are a lmost 
unheard of  in Hait i .   Claude relented and bui l t  the basement but refused 
to make God’s House on the cheap.   He would bui ld a concrete roof,  but  i t  
d idn’t  hold.   Par t  of  the roof  fe l l  in .   Humbled,  Claude was glad that  no one 
died and finished the construct ion as directed.   The church stood with a 
t in roof  and a basement ,  which Claude tr ied to use for  var ious purposes 
that  never stuck .   F inal ly,  he just  left  the basement empty.

Januar y 12th,  2010,  the largest  ear thquake in more than 100 years struck 
Hait i .   In  less than a minute,  c lose to 200,000 people died and 2,000,000 
were displaced,  hungr y and homeless.   The internat ional  community 
wanted to respond,  but  i t  was di fficult .   With the seapor t  and the airpor t  
damaged,  i t  seemed as i f  there was no way to get  help to the people,  but  
for  those who knew the countr y,  the back door was open.

On Januar y 15th,  GO Project ,  a  ministr y par tner of  Claude's,  brought a 
semi-truck from the Dominican Republ ic  to Hait i .   The 18-wheeler  was 
fil led with food,  water,  and suppl ies,  but  where could they unload?  Where 
was there a secure,  dr y,  accessible storage center  that  could receive such 
a large shipment?

Pastor  Claude’s church basement .

The semi unloaded.   In  the evenings,  when the c i ty s lept ,  other local  
pastors backed up whatever vehic le they could find.   Dump trucks,  p ick-up 
trucks,  and cars fi l led to capacity left  Claude’s proper ty and distr ibuted 
food to thousands of  people s leeping in church parking lots.   I t  was a 
scene that  repeated i tsel f  scores of  t imes over the next three months.   I t  
was seen in the mind of  God long before;  shared with Pastor  Claude in his  
abiding re lat ionship with Jesus.

This is  a dramatic  example of  abiding IN Jesus,  bel ieving Him, and trust ing 
His leading.   Just  because the stor y is  unusual ,  p lease don’t  d ismiss the 
message.   God,  in His per fect  wisdom, has decided to let  you and me,  as 

His fo l lowers,  be the ones that  bear the frui t .  He has determined that  
bear ing frui t  is  our  ro le .  Jesus’  ro le is  to prompt and empower us by His 
Spir i t  as we abide IN HIM. 
 
We al l  enjoy specia l  stor ies,  but  i t  is  just  as specia l  and frui t fu l  to forgive 
offenses,  love the di fficult  person,  pray for  miracles,  receive God’s joy 
when circumstances are chal lenging,  and be pat ient  and fa i thful  and 
gent le and sel f-control led.   By this ,  our  Father God is  glor ified;  we bear 
much frui t  and prove to be His disc iples.  

How does that  make you feel?

Write your prayer :

34ABIDE IN JESUS  |  WHAT HAPPENS WHEN WE ABIDE IN JESUS?



Keith Getty and Stuar t  Townsend’s song In  Chr ist  Alone  g ives us 
answers:

Scr ipture a lso gives us guidance.   

Psalm 1:1-4
“Blessed is  the man who walks not  in the counsel  of  the wicked,  nor 
stands in the way of  s inners,  nor  s i ts  in the seat  of  scoffers ;  but  his  
del ight  is  in the law of  the Lord,  and on his  law he meditates day and 
night .

He is  l ike a tree planted by streams of  water  that  y ie lds i ts  f ru i t  in  i ts  
season,  and i ts  leaf  does not wither.  In  a l l  that  he does,  he prospers.  The 
wicked are not  so,  but  are l ike chaff  that  the wind dr ives away.”

Galat ians 5:22
“The frui t  of  the Spir i t  is  love,  joy,  peace,  pat ience,  k indness,  goodness,  
fa i thfulness,  gent leness,  sel f-control…” 

What happens when we abide?

We love.
“… love one another :  just  as I  have loved you,  you also are to love one 
another.  By this  a l l  people wi l l  know that  you are my disciples,  i f  you have 
love for  one another.”  John 13:34-35

We rest  –  knowing that  God is  in control .

Bob’s Stor y:
“As I  was on my way to meet a fr iend,  my fr iend’s bl ind-spot was c i rc l ing 
in my mind.  I  was thinking,  “He doesn’t  see the damage he is  doing.”   This 
happens frequent ly with me.   The formula is  th is :  God reveals to me a s in 
or  bl ind-spot in my l i fe ,  then He lovingly guides me to address i t .   Then,  I  
see the same issue in ever yone else.   Out of  s incere desire to help,  I  want 
to say something.  But ,  often,  my s incere desire to help is  not  helpful .   
Knowing that  I  have this  chal lenge,  I  was wrest l ing with the decis ion to 
say something or  not .   Thankful ly,  God prompted me to s imply come into 
Him and rest  –  Jesus is  my fr iend’s Lord and del iverer,  not  me.  
 
As I  was enter ing the cafe to meet my fr iend,  I  was “r ight”  with my fr iend 
and rest ing in Jesus.   I  was there only to be a fr iend and let  h im invite me 
into his  l i fe  on his  terms.   As we were ta lk ing,  my fr iend said,  “God has 
been showing me some stuff  in  my l i fe  that  I  need to change.”  And,  he 
descr ibed to me the things which I  was concerned about .   The same sin I  
was fleeing from.  He asked me to pray for  h im.   He did not  ask me for  fur-
ther help.   Praise God!  I f  I  had not taken my concern to Jesus and remained 
in Him, I  would have said too much.   God is  per fect ly  capable to care for  
my fr iend,  bear ing frui t  in  his  l i fe  without my help.”

We pray.
“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Th 5:16-18

Take a moment now and pray – s i lent ly,  out- loud,  or  writ ten.

Our prayers are answered.  
“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples”.  John 15:7-8

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:
“God healed me.   Even saying the words was odd to me at  first .   Why?  I  
th ink I ’m skept ical .  

I  went to a prayer tra in ing seminar at  our church.   Before i t  star ted,  I  had 
to go into the k i tchen to see what Ben was cooking up for  the meal .   He is  
not  only a great  cook but a vars i ty encourager.   As I  looked around,  I  
real ized there was not one thing there that  I  could eat .   I  had al lergies to 
food.   Lots of  d i f ferent food.

I t  star ted in high school ,  I  would get  s ick and throw up,  become dizzy and 
my balance was off.   I t  turned out that  my s inuses were severely c logged.   
The doctor  tr ied to i r r igate them but my face just  fi l led with water.   He 
sent me home with some solut ion to help break i t  up.   The next day,  
ever ything came out .   This star ted a 34-year struggle with s inus 
infect ions.   

For  10 years,  I  had infect ions chronical ly.   When our second son was born,  
he had terr ib le ear  infect ions.   After  he had ear tubes,  he got s inus 
infect ions.   I  thought i t  was just  par t  of  our physiology.   The doctors 
wanted to put our l i t t le  2-year-old son on low-level  ant ib iot ics fu l l  t ime.   I  
knew there had to be a better  way.   I  went to my women’s bible study and 
asked them to pray.   Al l  the sudden,  I  real ized the t iming of  h is  infect ions 
connected to the t ime when I  had star ted him on dair y.   I  took him off  dair y 
products and he was a new boy!   To help him accept his  a l lergy,  I  took the 
whole fami ly of f  dair y.   Two weeks later,  I  went to my aunt’s  house and 
had lasagna.   Sure enough,  I  got  a s inus infect ion.   I ,  too,  had a problem 
with dair y.

So,  I  e l iminated i t  f rom our diet .   There have been innumerable awkward 
exper iences at  f r iend’s houses explaining why we couldn’t  eat  the 
wonder ful  meal  that  had been lovingly made for  us.   I t  was hard but i t  
real ly  helped my health.   Instead of  8 or  more s inuses infect ions a year,  I  
only got  2 or  3.

Each infect ion came with ant ibiot ics.   30 years of  ant ib iot ics.   At  one 
point ,  John told me my constant fat igue was not normal .   A few hours after  
ever y meal ,  I  just  wanted to go to s leep.    I  went to a bunch of  di f ferent 
doctors and did e l iminat ion diets and al l  k inds of  other treatments.   I  
real ized by tr ia l  and error,  that  I  real ly  had trouble with yeast ,  tomatoes 
and lemons.   For  the last  few years,  I  have stayed away from those too.   I  
actual ly  fe l t  better.

But ,  I  st i l l  could not fe l lowship over food.   I  d idn’t  l ike going out to dinner,  

even to celebrate an event ,  because I  got  real ly  s ick .   Ever y t ime.   

Two months ago,  I  had a post  hol iday par ty s inus infect ion.   Frank Brown 
prayed for  me and thought that  i t  was a spir i tual  at tack .   I  had never 
thought about i t  that  way,   I  just  a lways thought i t  was physical .

So,  at  the prayer tra in ing,  after  fast ing,  I  real ly  wanted to eat  and 
celebrate with ever yone.   I  went upstairs  and these beaut i fu l  strangers 
prayed for  me.   Here’s  where i t  gets weird.   I  got  a quick mental  p icture in 
my mind of  what I  can only descr ibe as a demon tape worm in my stomach.   
Not scar y but just  r ight  at  home.   I  to ld the prayer team about i t  and they 
didn’t  th ink I  was completely crazy.   They prayed in the name of  Jesus 
Chr ist  for  the demon to be gone.   I  to ld them I  was going to go downstairs  
and eat  and to please keep praying because I  am afraid of  food.

I  went back downstairs  to the seminar for  a quest ion and answer t ime and 
my neck star ted feel ing l ike my lymph nodes were being flushed -  
contract ing and releasing.

I  went and ate.   Biscuits  and gravy!   (Homemade dair y goodness! )  I  went 
to Panera the next day and had a sandwich with cheese and tomatoes.   I  
baked bread and ate a lmost the whole loaf.   I  went to a Royals game and 
had a hot  dog with ever ything on i t .  (So good!)   I  ate ice cream 
sandwiches.   I  went out  to dinner with an old fr iend last  n ight and ate 
ever ything that  was ordered.   I t  was so much fun to par t ic ipate in the 
meal .   

People have asked i f  i t  has stuck and i f  I ’m st i l l  healed.   Even in my own 
doubts,  I  am.  

Praise God and Thank You.  Thank You.  Thank You.

I t  is  a miracle .   My husband says I  actual ly  breathe through my nose when 
I  s leep.  I  have so much energy!  I  a lways wondered how people got so 
much done.  The funniest  par t  is  I  had not real ized how emotional ly  taxing 
i t  was navigat ing what food I  could eat  and how to respond to fr iends 
when I  couldn’t  eat .   I  feel  f ree.”

Since you have accepted the oppor tunity to abide in Chr ist ,  what have you 
been praying for?

Give Him praise for  the answered prayers!

Regarding the unanswered prayers,  take a moment ,  accept His invitat ion 
to Abide In Him, seek His wi l l  for  the s i tuat ion,  pray and pet i t ion Him 
again.  He has promised,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  
ask whatever you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.”  John 15:7

What happens when we abide in Jesus?

We have hopeful  joy.  
“These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my joy may be in you,  and that  
your joy may be ful l .”  John 15:11 

Brother Lawrence’s Stor y from “Pract ic ing the Presence of  God”

“ I  keep my attent ion on God in a s imple,  loving way.   This is  my soul ’s  
secret  exper ience of  the actual ,  unceasing presence of  God…

I am sure my soul  has been with God for  more than thir ty years.  I  consider 
God my King,  against  whom I  have committed al l  sor ts of  cr imes.   
Confessing my s ins to Him and asking Him to forgive me,  I  p lace myself  in  
His hands to do whatever He pleases with me.

This King,  who is  fu l l  of  goodness and mercy,  doesn’t  punish me.  Rather,  
He embraces me lovingly and invites me to eat  at  His table .   He serves me 
Himself  and gives me the keys to His treasur y,  t reat ing me as His favor i te .   
He convenes with me without ment ioning ei ther  my s ins or  His 
forgiveness.   My former habits are seemingly forgotten.   Although I  beg 
Him to do whatever He wishes with me,  He does nothing but caress me.   
This is  what being in His holy presence is  l ike .

My day-to-day l i fe  consists of  giv ing God my s imple,  loving at tent ion.   I f  I  
am distracted,  He cal ls  me back in tones that  are supernatural ly  
beaut i fu l .”

We have di fficult  t imes whi le God prunes us.
“Ever y branch that  does bear f ru i t  he prunes,  that  i t  may bear more frui t .”  
John 15:2

We wi l l  ser ve the needy.  
“Rel igion that  God our Father accepts as pure and fault less is  th is :  to look 
after  orphans and widows in their  d istress and to keep oneself  f rom being 
pol luted by the world.”

We are not s in less,  but  we s in less and less.
“You,  however,  are control led not by the flesh,  but  by the Spir i t ,  i f  the 
Spir i t  of  God l ives in you.”  Romans 8:9

We have supernatural  “ l ight”.
“ I  am the l ight  of  the world.  Whoever fo l lows me wi l l  not  walk in darkness,  
but  wi l l  have the l ight  of  l i fe .”  John 8:12.  

We are generous.
“for  in a severe test  of  afflict ion,  their  abundance of  joy and their  extreme 
pover ty have over flowed in a wealth of  generosity on their  par t .”  
2 Cor inthians 8:2

We are protected dur ing the storms of  l i fe .
“Blessed is  the man who trusts in the Lord,  whose trust  is  the Lord.  He is  
l ike a tree planted by water,  that  sends out i ts  roots by the stream, and 
does not fear  when heat comes,  for  i ts  leaves remain green,  and is  not  
anxious in the year of  drought ,  for  i t  does not cease to bear f ru i t .”  
Jeremiah 17:7-8

We stop str iv ing to be accepted by God because we are a lready accepted 
as His adopted chi ldren.
“ In love he predest ined us for  adopt ion to sonship through Jesus Chr ist ,  in  
accordance with his  pleasure and wi l l .”  Ephesians 1:5

We stand firm when chal lenged by evi l .
“Therefore take up the whole armor of  God,  that  you may be able to 
withstand in the evi l  day,  and having done al l ,  to stand firm.”  Ephesians 
6:13

We make disciples.
And Jesus came and said to them, “Al l  author i ty in heaven and on ear th 
has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of  a l l  nat ions,  
bapt iz ing them in the name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy 
Spir i t ,  teaching them to obser ve al l  that  I  have commanded you.  And 
behold,  I  am with you always,  to the end of  the age.”  Matthew 28:18-20

John’s Stor y:
“As I  was praying about Jesus’  invitat ion to abide in Him, I  was asking Him 
what i t  means to bear f ru i t .   Jesus is  promising that  I  would bear f ru i t  i f  I  
abide in Him.  How wi l l  I  know when frui t  is  growing?  Jesus’  final  ear thly 
command to us was to “Go make disciples”.   I t  is  obviously His wi l l  for  us 
to do so.   My next thought was,  “Who am I  encouraging to mature as a 
disc iple of  Chr ist?”   At the t ime,  I  was not reaching out to anyone in an 
intent ional  way,  but  I  was meet ing i r regular ly  with several  young 
Christ ian business owners to discuss chal lenges and ideas.  God led me to 
gather a l l  of  them together regular ly  to discuss how to abide in Chr ist  
through our ro les as business owners and aspir ing Godly leaders.  We 
discuss how our goals,  h i r ing and fir ing,  taking business r isk ,  and 
fami ly-work-church pr ior i t ies need to be processed through the command 
for  us to abide in Chr ist .   Our decis ions in the work-place are not  apar t  
f rom Christ .   

God has blessed our t imes together.   We have been loving each other 
through this  intent ional  format and are confident that  our decis ions to 
abide in Chr ist  through business wi l l  cont inue to bear f ru i t .”  

What does Godly fru i t  look l ike? 

I t  looks l ike the church unit ing IN Chr ist  to glor i fy  Him so that  the world 
may know that Jesus was sent by the Father !

Jesus prayed:
“ I  do not ask for  these only,  but  a lso for  those who wi l l  bel ieve in me 
through their  word,  that  they may al l  be one,  just  as you,  Father,  are in me,  
and I  in  you,  that  they also may be in us,  so that  the world may bel ieve 
that  you have sent me.  The glor y that  you have given me I  have given to 
them, that  they may be one even as we are one,  I  in  them and you in me,  
that  they may become per fect ly  one,  so that  the world may know that you 
sent me and loved them even as you loved me’  John 17:20-23

As we read the l ist  of  behaviors and results  of  abiding in Chr ist ,  we wi l l  
not ice that  some don’t  yet  apply to us.  I t  can be frustrat ing when we 
not ice that  our f ru i t  is  growing s low.  Good news!   Understanding this  
real i ty  wi l l  cause the repentance,  humil i ty  and awareness that  we need.   
Let’s  turn to Jesus and abide in Him. His power is  made per fect  in our 
weakness.

“ I f  we say we have no s in ,  we deceive ourselves,  and the truth is  not  in us.  
I f  we confess our s ins,  he is  fa i thful  and just  to forgive us our s ins and to 
c leanse us from al l  unr ighteousness.”  1John 1:8-9

And,  when we do abide,  we get out  of  our own way and let  the creator  of  
the universe grow fruit  through us!

How would you descr ibe the results  of  abiding in Jesus?

What quest ions do you have?

Take the answers to the previous two quest ions and turn them into a 
writ ten prayer to God.

Ask God to br ing to your mind who he wants you to disc iple (pray for,  
meet with,  and encourage to abide in Chr ist ) .  

Who comes to mind? 

What is  an act ion you can take? Before we address the quest ion,  let ’s  pray with King David through Psalm 
145.  Pray as you read:

“ I  wi l l  extol  you,  my God and King,
and bless your name forever and ever.
Ever y day I  wi l l  b less you
and praise your name forever and ever.
Great  is  the Lord,  and great ly  to be praised,
and his  greatness is  unsearchable.

One generat ion shal l  commend your works to another,
and shal l  declare your mighty acts.
On the glor ious splendor of  your majesty,
and on your wondrous works,  I  wi l l  meditate.
They shal l  speak of  the might of  your awesome deeds,
and I  wi l l  declare your greatness.
They shal l  pour for th the fame of  your abundant goodness
and shal l  s ing aloud of  your r ighteousness.

The Lord is  gracious and merci fu l ,
s low to anger and abounding in steadfast  love.
The Lord is  good to a l l ,
and his  mercy is  over a l l  that  he has made.”

What does King David mean when he says that  God’s greatness is  
unsearchable?

Guided by Psalm 145,  l ist  at  least  four of  God’s at tr ibutes.

Please pray with us:

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing.  I  accept your 
invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you want to give.   
Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your wi l l .   In  Jesus’  
Name.  Amen.”

IS  ABIDING PASSIVE?

Absolutely not .  

Then the people said to Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the works 
of  God?” He answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you bel ieve 
in Him whom He has sent .”  John 6:28-29

God has cal led His people to bel ieve IN Him. Bel ief  requires act ion.  One 
can bel ieve for  a moment without act ing.  But ,  over t ime,  bel ief  and act ion 
are inseparable.  

I t  takes effor t  to bel ieve.  I t  takes for t i tude to push away obstacles that  
cause us to not  ‘bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent’.   Our s in nature,  the 
worldly system, and the devi l  a l l  oppose God.   There is  nothing passive 
about bel ieving and abiding.   Abiding IN Chr ist  is  act ive and di l igent bel ief  
that  we can only re ly on God.  Praise God!  He is  ready to empower us to do 
so.

Do you bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent?  Many Chr ist ians wi l l  answer,  
“Most of  the t ime.”   

In  fu l l  t ransparency before God,  confess what you don’t  bel ieve about His 
c la ims.  He is  not  surpr ised by our unbel ief.  He knows.  Write a prayer 
asking for  Him to suppor t ,  teach,  and correct  you -  giv ing you the gi ft  of  
fa i th as you abide IN HIM.

Remember just  before Chr ist ’s  t r ia l  and crucifixion,  Peter ’s  unbel ief  
caused him to abandon Christ .   Then,  after  the resurrect ion,  Jesus 
restored Peter  to Himself  –  see John 21.

Jesus knows that  we have t imes when we don’t  real ly  bel ieve – our act ions 
communicate our real  bel iefs.   He knows and He loves us anyway.   He is  
cont inual ly  cal l ing to us to fo l low Him.

JESUS IS INVITING US TO ACTIVELY BEAR FRUIT

God can do anything he pleases at  any t ime.   I f  i t  is  His wi l l ,  He can give 
someone that  has never heard of  Jesus a dream that  prompts that  person 
to seek Him. He can create another universe.  Nothing hinders Him.  
Therefore,  as you read the fo l lowing message,  don’t  hear that  God is  
l imited.   He is  not .   Please hear that  God is invit ing us into the most 
abundant oppor tunity and blessing of our l ives .

I t  is  cr i t ical ly  impor tant to understand that  abiding IN Jesus is  act ive and 
di l igent re l iance on God.  God has chosen us to par t ic ipate with Him in 
act ing-out His wi l l  on ear th -  to bear f ru i t  by the power He gives us.   That 
work (bel ieving and abiding IN Him) and the result  (bear ing frui t )  wi l l  not  
be done sole ly by Jesus.  God,  in His per fect ion,  has chosen to share a 
heavenly responsibi l i ty  with His people.  That is  the bear ing of  Godly fru i t .   
He has given us the responsibi l i ty,  oppor tunity,  and blessing of  
f ru i t-bear ing.  Abiding is  not  passive.

Andrew Murray writes (paraphrased) :
“Without the v ine ( Jesus)  the branch (bel ievers)  can do nothing.  The 
branch owes ever ything to the v ine:  i ts  place in the v ineyard,  i ts  l i fe  and 
i ts  f ru i t fu lness.   And so,  the Lord says,  “Without me,  you can do nothing.”   
Each day,  the bel iever can be pleasing to God only in what he does 
through the power of  Chr ist  dwel l ing in him.  The dai ly  in-flowing of  the 
l i fe-sap of  the Holy Spir i t  is  h is  only power to bear f ru i t .  He l ives a lone in 
Him and is  completely dependent on Him alone.

Without the branch the v ine can also do nothing.  A vine without branches 
can bear no frui t .   The vine is  total ly  dependent on the branch as the 
branch is  completely dependent on the v ine.   This is the wonder ful  
condescension (voluntary descent from one's rank) of Jesus,  that just 
as His people are dependent on Him, He has made Himself  dependent 
on them. He has chosen that ,  without His disc iples,  He cannot dispense 
His blessing to the world;  He cannot offer  s inners the grapes of  the heav-
enly Canaan.  Don’t  th ink of  th is  as new or astonishing.   Jesus did this  
Himself.  This is  the high honor which He has cal led His redeemed disciple .   
As cr i t ical  as He is  to them in heaven ( from Him their  f ru i t  is  found) ,  they 
are just  as indispensable to Him on ear th ( through them His fru i t  is  found) .   
Bel ievers,  meditate on this ,  unt i l  your soul  bows to worship God – His 
majesty and the myster y of  the per fect  union between Christ  and the 
bel iever.

There is more:  as neither the vine nor the branch is anything without 
the other,  so is neither anything except to serve the other – each is for 

the other.”

God’s purposes and plans wi l l  be done with or  without us.   He does not 
need us.   But ,  because of  His love for  us,  God is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate 
in the heavenly work of  redeeming His creat ion – for  His glor y and our 
good.

Please write your response or  quest ions to the messages above:

Our act ive work bears frui t  f rom the outgrowth of  a healthy,  v igorous l i fe  
IN Chr ist  -  the Spir i t  and power of  Chr ist  l iv ing and working IN us.  That 
power works effectively through us when our main effor ts are toward 
maintaining an int imate dialogue with our Lord.   As He flows into us,  our  
work of  bel ieving wi l l  bear f ru i t  in  God’s wi l l .   We are not pipes,  in  the 
sense that ,  as a pipe carr ies water,  i t  does not dr ink of  i t .   We are l ike 
branches – act ively involved.   In  order to bear f ru i t ,  the sap of  the v ine 
( Jesus)  must first  enter  the branch (us)  so that  the branch is  nour ished and 
strengthened.  At the same t ime,  the Gardener (God the Father )  prunes 
and shapes the branch to be more effect ive.   Then,  upon direct ion from 
Christ  and empowered by Him, we become par t ic ipants in the creat ion of  
Godly fru i t .

John 14:12-14
“Truly,  t ru ly,  I  say to you,  whoever bel ieves in me wil l  also do the works 
that I  do;  and greater works than these wil l  he do,  because I  am going 
to the Father.  Whatever you ask in my name,  this  I  wi l l  do,  that  the Father 
may be glor ified in the Son.  I f  you ask me anything in my name,  I  wi l l  do 
i t .”  

Please l ist  Jesus’  promises out l ined in John 14:12-14 above:

PASSIVE?

15 mi les east  of  Por t  Au Pr ince,  100 yards off  the main east-west road 
going to the Dominican Republ ic  s i ts  Foundat ion de Ebenezer.   I t ’s  a 
ministr y hub;  a source of  l ight  containing a school ,  c l in ic ,  orphan homes,  
guest  house,  and church ser ving one of  the tougher communit ies in Hait i .   
Ebenezer was bui l t  by Pastor  Claude Mondesir.   God was the architect .

Years before the ear thquake,  God had given Claude a v is ion for  th is  
ministr y.   Specifical ly,  he saw a v is ion of  a new church with a t in roof  and 
a basement .   T in roofs are considered cheap,  and basements are a lmost 
unheard of  in Hait i .   Claude relented and bui l t  the basement but refused 
to make God’s House on the cheap.   He would bui ld a concrete roof,  but  i t  
d idn’t  hold.   Par t  of  the roof  fe l l  in .   Humbled,  Claude was glad that  no one 
died and finished the construct ion as directed.   The church stood with a 
t in roof  and a basement ,  which Claude tr ied to use for  var ious purposes 
that  never stuck .   F inal ly,  he just  left  the basement empty.

Januar y 12th,  2010,  the largest  ear thquake in more than 100 years struck 
Hait i .   In  less than a minute,  c lose to 200,000 people died and 2,000,000 
were displaced,  hungr y and homeless.   The internat ional  community 
wanted to respond,  but  i t  was di fficult .   With the seapor t  and the airpor t  
damaged,  i t  seemed as i f  there was no way to get  help to the people,  but  
for  those who knew the countr y,  the back door was open.

On Januar y 15th,  GO Project ,  a  ministr y par tner of  Claude's,  brought a 
semi-truck from the Dominican Republ ic  to Hait i .   The 18-wheeler  was 
fil led with food,  water,  and suppl ies,  but  where could they unload?  Where 
was there a secure,  dr y,  accessible storage center  that  could receive such 
a large shipment?

Pastor  Claude’s church basement .

The semi unloaded.   In  the evenings,  when the c i ty s lept ,  other local  
pastors backed up whatever vehic le they could find.   Dump trucks,  p ick-up 
trucks,  and cars fi l led to capacity left  Claude’s proper ty and distr ibuted 
food to thousands of  people s leeping in church parking lots.   I t  was a 
scene that  repeated i tsel f  scores of  t imes over the next three months.   I t  
was seen in the mind of  God long before;  shared with Pastor  Claude in his  
abiding re lat ionship with Jesus.

This is  a dramatic  example of  abiding IN Jesus,  bel ieving Him, and trust ing 
His leading.   Just  because the stor y is  unusual ,  p lease don’t  d ismiss the 
message.   God,  in His per fect  wisdom, has decided to let  you and me,  as 

His fo l lowers,  be the ones that  bear the frui t .  He has determined that  
bear ing frui t  is  our  ro le .  Jesus’  ro le is  to prompt and empower us by His 
Spir i t  as we abide IN HIM. 
 
We al l  enjoy specia l  stor ies,  but  i t  is  just  as specia l  and frui t fu l  to forgive 
offenses,  love the di fficult  person,  pray for  miracles,  receive God’s joy 
when circumstances are chal lenging,  and be pat ient  and fa i thful  and 
gent le and sel f-control led.   By this ,  our  Father God is  glor ified;  we bear 
much frui t  and prove to be His disc iples.  

How does that  make you feel?

Write your prayer :
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Keith Getty and Stuar t  Townsend’s song In  Chr ist  Alone  g ives us 
answers:

Scr ipture a lso gives us guidance.   

Psalm 1:1-4
“Blessed is  the man who walks not  in the counsel  of  the wicked,  nor 
stands in the way of  s inners,  nor  s i ts  in the seat  of  scoffers ;  but  his  
del ight  is  in the law of  the Lord,  and on his  law he meditates day and 
night .

He is  l ike a tree planted by streams of  water  that  y ie lds i ts  f ru i t  in  i ts  
season,  and i ts  leaf  does not wither.  In  a l l  that  he does,  he prospers.  The 
wicked are not  so,  but  are l ike chaff  that  the wind dr ives away.”

Galat ians 5:22
“The frui t  of  the Spir i t  is  love,  joy,  peace,  pat ience,  k indness,  goodness,  
fa i thfulness,  gent leness,  sel f-control…” 

What happens when we abide?

We love.
“… love one another :  just  as I  have loved you,  you also are to love one 
another.  By this  a l l  people wi l l  know that  you are my disciples,  i f  you have 
love for  one another.”  John 13:34-35

We rest  –  knowing that  God is  in control .

Bob’s Stor y:
“As I  was on my way to meet a fr iend,  my fr iend’s bl ind-spot was c i rc l ing 
in my mind.  I  was thinking,  “He doesn’t  see the damage he is  doing.”   This 
happens frequent ly with me.   The formula is  th is :  God reveals to me a s in 
or  bl ind-spot in my l i fe ,  then He lovingly guides me to address i t .   Then,  I  
see the same issue in ever yone else.   Out of  s incere desire to help,  I  want 
to say something.  But ,  often,  my s incere desire to help is  not  helpful .   
Knowing that  I  have this  chal lenge,  I  was wrest l ing with the decis ion to 
say something or  not .   Thankful ly,  God prompted me to s imply come into 
Him and rest  –  Jesus is  my fr iend’s Lord and del iverer,  not  me.  
 
As I  was enter ing the cafe to meet my fr iend,  I  was “r ight”  with my fr iend 
and rest ing in Jesus.   I  was there only to be a fr iend and let  h im invite me 
into his  l i fe  on his  terms.   As we were ta lk ing,  my fr iend said,  “God has 
been showing me some stuff  in  my l i fe  that  I  need to change.”  And,  he 
descr ibed to me the things which I  was concerned about .   The same sin I  
was fleeing from.  He asked me to pray for  h im.   He did not  ask me for  fur-
ther help.   Praise God!  I f  I  had not taken my concern to Jesus and remained 
in Him, I  would have said too much.   God is  per fect ly  capable to care for  
my fr iend,  bear ing frui t  in  his  l i fe  without my help.”

We pray.
“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Th 5:16-18

Take a moment now and pray – s i lent ly,  out- loud,  or  writ ten.

Our prayers are answered.  
“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples”.  John 15:7-8

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:
“God healed me.   Even saying the words was odd to me at  first .   Why?  I  
th ink I ’m skept ical .  

I  went to a prayer tra in ing seminar at  our church.   Before i t  star ted,  I  had 
to go into the k i tchen to see what Ben was cooking up for  the meal .   He is  
not  only a great  cook but a vars i ty encourager.   As I  looked around,  I  
real ized there was not one thing there that  I  could eat .   I  had al lergies to 
food.   Lots of  d i f ferent food.

I t  star ted in high school ,  I  would get  s ick and throw up,  become dizzy and 
my balance was off.   I t  turned out that  my s inuses were severely c logged.   
The doctor  tr ied to i r r igate them but my face just  fi l led with water.   He 
sent me home with some solut ion to help break i t  up.   The next day,  
ever ything came out .   This star ted a 34-year struggle with s inus 
infect ions.   

For  10 years,  I  had infect ions chronical ly.   When our second son was born,  
he had terr ib le ear  infect ions.   After  he had ear tubes,  he got s inus 
infect ions.   I  thought i t  was just  par t  of  our physiology.   The doctors 
wanted to put our l i t t le  2-year-old son on low-level  ant ib iot ics fu l l  t ime.   I  
knew there had to be a better  way.   I  went to my women’s bible study and 
asked them to pray.   Al l  the sudden,  I  real ized the t iming of  h is  infect ions 
connected to the t ime when I  had star ted him on dair y.   I  took him off  dair y 
products and he was a new boy!   To help him accept his  a l lergy,  I  took the 
whole fami ly of f  dair y.   Two weeks later,  I  went to my aunt’s  house and 
had lasagna.   Sure enough,  I  got  a s inus infect ion.   I ,  too,  had a problem 
with dair y.

So,  I  e l iminated i t  f rom our diet .   There have been innumerable awkward 
exper iences at  f r iend’s houses explaining why we couldn’t  eat  the 
wonder ful  meal  that  had been lovingly made for  us.   I t  was hard but i t  
real ly  helped my health.   Instead of  8 or  more s inuses infect ions a year,  I  
only got  2 or  3.

Each infect ion came with ant ibiot ics.   30 years of  ant ib iot ics.   At  one 
point ,  John told me my constant fat igue was not normal .   A few hours after  
ever y meal ,  I  just  wanted to go to s leep.    I  went to a bunch of  di f ferent 
doctors and did e l iminat ion diets and al l  k inds of  other treatments.   I  
real ized by tr ia l  and error,  that  I  real ly  had trouble with yeast ,  tomatoes 
and lemons.   For  the last  few years,  I  have stayed away from those too.   I  
actual ly  fe l t  better.

But ,  I  st i l l  could not fe l lowship over food.   I  d idn’t  l ike going out to dinner,  

even to celebrate an event ,  because I  got  real ly  s ick .   Ever y t ime.   

Two months ago,  I  had a post  hol iday par ty s inus infect ion.   Frank Brown 
prayed for  me and thought that  i t  was a spir i tual  at tack .   I  had never 
thought about i t  that  way,   I  just  a lways thought i t  was physical .

So,  at  the prayer tra in ing,  after  fast ing,  I  real ly  wanted to eat  and 
celebrate with ever yone.   I  went upstairs  and these beaut i fu l  strangers 
prayed for  me.   Here’s  where i t  gets weird.   I  got  a quick mental  p icture in 
my mind of  what I  can only descr ibe as a demon tape worm in my stomach.   
Not scar y but just  r ight  at  home.   I  to ld the prayer team about i t  and they 
didn’t  th ink I  was completely crazy.   They prayed in the name of  Jesus 
Chr ist  for  the demon to be gone.   I  to ld them I  was going to go downstairs  
and eat  and to please keep praying because I  am afraid of  food.

I  went back downstairs  to the seminar for  a quest ion and answer t ime and 
my neck star ted feel ing l ike my lymph nodes were being flushed -  
contract ing and releasing.

I  went and ate.   Biscuits  and gravy!   (Homemade dair y goodness! )  I  went 
to Panera the next day and had a sandwich with cheese and tomatoes.   I  
baked bread and ate a lmost the whole loaf.   I  went to a Royals game and 
had a hot  dog with ever ything on i t .  (So good!)   I  ate ice cream 
sandwiches.   I  went out  to dinner with an old fr iend last  n ight and ate 
ever ything that  was ordered.   I t  was so much fun to par t ic ipate in the 
meal .   

People have asked i f  i t  has stuck and i f  I ’m st i l l  healed.   Even in my own 
doubts,  I  am.  

Praise God and Thank You.  Thank You.  Thank You.

I t  is  a miracle .   My husband says I  actual ly  breathe through my nose when 
I  s leep.  I  have so much energy!  I  a lways wondered how people got so 
much done.  The funniest  par t  is  I  had not real ized how emotional ly  taxing 
i t  was navigat ing what food I  could eat  and how to respond to fr iends 
when I  couldn’t  eat .   I  feel  f ree.”

Since you have accepted the oppor tunity to abide in Chr ist ,  what have you 
been praying for?

Give Him praise for  the answered prayers!

Regarding the unanswered prayers,  take a moment ,  accept His invitat ion 
to Abide In Him, seek His wi l l  for  the s i tuat ion,  pray and pet i t ion Him 
again.  He has promised,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  
ask whatever you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.”  John 15:7

What happens when we abide in Jesus?

We have hopeful  joy.  
“These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my joy may be in you,  and that  
your joy may be ful l .”  John 15:11 

Brother Lawrence’s Stor y from “Pract ic ing the Presence of  God”

“ I  keep my attent ion on God in a s imple,  loving way.   This is  my soul ’s  
secret  exper ience of  the actual ,  unceasing presence of  God…

I am sure my soul  has been with God for  more than thir ty years.  I  consider 
God my King,  against  whom I  have committed al l  sor ts of  cr imes.   
Confessing my s ins to Him and asking Him to forgive me,  I  p lace myself  in  
His hands to do whatever He pleases with me.

This King,  who is  fu l l  of  goodness and mercy,  doesn’t  punish me.  Rather,  
He embraces me lovingly and invites me to eat  at  His table .   He serves me 
Himself  and gives me the keys to His treasur y,  t reat ing me as His favor i te .   
He convenes with me without ment ioning ei ther  my s ins or  His 
forgiveness.   My former habits are seemingly forgotten.   Although I  beg 
Him to do whatever He wishes with me,  He does nothing but caress me.   
This is  what being in His holy presence is  l ike .

My day-to-day l i fe  consists of  giv ing God my s imple,  loving at tent ion.   I f  I  
am distracted,  He cal ls  me back in tones that  are supernatural ly  
beaut i fu l .”

We have di fficult  t imes whi le God prunes us.
“Ever y branch that  does bear f ru i t  he prunes,  that  i t  may bear more frui t .”  
John 15:2

We wi l l  ser ve the needy.  
“Rel igion that  God our Father accepts as pure and fault less is  th is :  to look 
after  orphans and widows in their  d istress and to keep oneself  f rom being 
pol luted by the world.”

We are not s in less,  but  we s in less and less.
“You,  however,  are control led not by the flesh,  but  by the Spir i t ,  i f  the 
Spir i t  of  God l ives in you.”  Romans 8:9

We have supernatural  “ l ight”.
“ I  am the l ight  of  the world.  Whoever fo l lows me wi l l  not  walk in darkness,  
but  wi l l  have the l ight  of  l i fe .”  John 8:12.  

We are generous.
“for  in a severe test  of  afflict ion,  their  abundance of  joy and their  extreme 
pover ty have over flowed in a wealth of  generosity on their  par t .”  
2 Cor inthians 8:2

We are protected dur ing the storms of  l i fe .
“Blessed is  the man who trusts in the Lord,  whose trust  is  the Lord.  He is  
l ike a tree planted by water,  that  sends out i ts  roots by the stream, and 
does not fear  when heat comes,  for  i ts  leaves remain green,  and is  not  
anxious in the year of  drought ,  for  i t  does not cease to bear f ru i t .”  
Jeremiah 17:7-8

We stop str iv ing to be accepted by God because we are a lready accepted 
as His adopted chi ldren.
“ In love he predest ined us for  adopt ion to sonship through Jesus Chr ist ,  in  
accordance with his  pleasure and wi l l .”  Ephesians 1:5

We stand firm when chal lenged by evi l .
“Therefore take up the whole armor of  God,  that  you may be able to 
withstand in the evi l  day,  and having done al l ,  to stand firm.”  Ephesians 
6:13

We make disciples.
And Jesus came and said to them, “Al l  author i ty in heaven and on ear th 
has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of  a l l  nat ions,  
bapt iz ing them in the name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy 
Spir i t ,  teaching them to obser ve al l  that  I  have commanded you.  And 
behold,  I  am with you always,  to the end of  the age.”  Matthew 28:18-20

John’s Stor y:
“As I  was praying about Jesus’  invitat ion to abide in Him, I  was asking Him 
what i t  means to bear f ru i t .   Jesus is  promising that  I  would bear f ru i t  i f  I  
abide in Him.  How wi l l  I  know when frui t  is  growing?  Jesus’  final  ear thly 
command to us was to “Go make disciples”.   I t  is  obviously His wi l l  for  us 
to do so.   My next thought was,  “Who am I  encouraging to mature as a 
disc iple of  Chr ist?”   At the t ime,  I  was not reaching out to anyone in an 
intent ional  way,  but  I  was meet ing i r regular ly  with several  young 
Christ ian business owners to discuss chal lenges and ideas.  God led me to 
gather a l l  of  them together regular ly  to discuss how to abide in Chr ist  
through our ro les as business owners and aspir ing Godly leaders.  We 
discuss how our goals,  h i r ing and fir ing,  taking business r isk ,  and 
fami ly-work-church pr ior i t ies need to be processed through the command 
for  us to abide in Chr ist .   Our decis ions in the work-place are not  apar t  
f rom Christ .   

God has blessed our t imes together.   We have been loving each other 
through this  intent ional  format and are confident that  our decis ions to 
abide in Chr ist  through business wi l l  cont inue to bear f ru i t .”  

What does Godly fru i t  look l ike? 

I t  looks l ike the church unit ing IN Chr ist  to glor i fy  Him so that  the world 
may know that  Jesus was sent by the Father !

Jesus prayed:
“ I  do not ask for  these only,  but  a lso for  those who wi l l  bel ieve in me 
through their  word,  that  they may al l  be one,  just  as you,  Father,  are in me,  
and I  in  you,  that  they also may be in us,  so that  the world may bel ieve 
that  you have sent me.  The glor y that  you have given me I  have given to 
them, that  they may be one even as we are one,  I  in  them and you in me,  
that  they may become per fect ly  one,  so that  the world may know that you 
sent me and loved them even as you loved me’  John 17:20-23

As we read the l ist  of  behaviors and results  of  abiding in Chr ist ,  we wi l l  
not ice that  some don’t  yet  apply to us.  I t  can be frustrat ing when we 
not ice that  our f ru i t  is  growing s low.  Good news!   Understanding this  
real i ty  wi l l  cause the repentance,  humil i ty  and awareness that  we need.   
Let’s  turn to Jesus and abide in Him. His power is  made per fect  in our 
weakness.

“ I f  we say we have no s in ,  we deceive ourselves,  and the truth is  not  in us.  
I f  we confess our s ins,  he is  fa i thful  and just  to forgive us our s ins and to 
c leanse us from al l  unr ighteousness.”  1John 1:8-9

And,  when we do abide,  we get out  of  our own way and let  the creator  of  
the universe grow fruit  through us!

How would you descr ibe the results  of  abiding in Jesus?

What quest ions do you have?

Take the answers to the previous two quest ions and turn them into a 
writ ten prayer to God.

Ask God to br ing to your mind who he wants you to disc iple (pray for,  
meet with,  and encourage to abide in Chr ist ) .  

Who comes to mind? 

What is  an act ion you can take? Before we address the quest ion,  let ’s  pray with King David through Psalm 
145.  Pray as you read:

“ I  wi l l  extol  you,  my God and King,
and bless your name forever and ever.
Ever y day I  wi l l  b less you
and praise your name forever and ever.
Great  is  the Lord,  and great ly  to be praised,
and his  greatness is  unsearchable.

One generat ion shal l  commend your works to another,
and shal l  declare your mighty acts.
On the glor ious splendor of  your majesty,
and on your wondrous works,  I  wi l l  meditate.
They shal l  speak of  the might of  your awesome deeds,
and I  wi l l  declare your greatness.
They shal l  pour for th the fame of  your abundant goodness
and shal l  s ing aloud of  your r ighteousness.

The Lord is  gracious and merci fu l ,
s low to anger and abounding in steadfast  love.
The Lord is  good to a l l ,
and his  mercy is  over a l l  that  he has made.”

What does King David mean when he says that  God’s greatness is  
unsearchable?

Guided by Psalm 145,  l ist  at  least  four of  God’s at tr ibutes.

Please pray with us:

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing.  I  accept your 
invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you want to give.   
Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your wi l l .   In  Jesus’  
Name.  Amen.”

IS  ABIDING PASSIVE?

Absolutely not .  

Then the people said to Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the works 
of  God?” He answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you bel ieve 
in Him whom He has sent .”  John 6:28-29

God has cal led His people to bel ieve IN Him. Bel ief  requires act ion.  One 
can bel ieve for  a moment without act ing.  But ,  over t ime,  bel ief  and act ion 
are inseparable.  

I t  takes effor t  to bel ieve.  I t  takes for t i tude to push away obstacles that  
cause us to not  ‘bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent’.   Our s in nature,  the 
worldly system, and the devi l  a l l  oppose God.   There is  nothing passive 
about bel ieving and abiding.   Abiding IN Chr ist  is  act ive and di l igent bel ief  
that  we can only re ly on God.  Praise God!  He is  ready to empower us to do 
so.

Do you bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent?  Many Chr ist ians wi l l  answer,  
“Most of  the t ime.”   

In  fu l l  t ransparency before God,  confess what you don’t  bel ieve about His 
c la ims.  He is  not  surpr ised by our unbel ief.  He knows.  Write a prayer 
asking for  Him to suppor t ,  teach,  and correct  you -  giv ing you the gi ft  of  
fa i th as you abide IN HIM.

Remember just  before Chr ist ’s  t r ia l  and crucifixion,  Peter ’s  unbel ief  
caused him to abandon Christ .   Then,  after  the resurrect ion,  Jesus 
restored Peter  to Himself  –  see John 21.

Jesus knows that  we have t imes when we don’t  real ly  bel ieve – our act ions 
communicate our real  bel iefs.   He knows and He loves us anyway.   He is  
cont inual ly  cal l ing to us to fo l low Him.

JESUS IS INVITING US TO ACTIVELY BEAR FRUIT

God can do anything he pleases at  any t ime.   I f  i t  is  His wi l l ,  He can give 
someone that  has never heard of  Jesus a dream that  prompts that  person 
to seek Him. He can create another universe.  Nothing hinders Him.  
Therefore,  as you read the fo l lowing message,  don’t  hear that  God is  
l imited.   He is  not .   Please hear that  God is invit ing us into the most 
abundant oppor tunity and blessing of our l ives .

I t  is  cr i t ical ly  impor tant to understand that  abiding IN Jesus is  act ive and 
di l igent re l iance on God.  God has chosen us to par t ic ipate with Him in 
act ing-out His wi l l  on ear th -  to bear f ru i t  by the power He gives us.   That 
work (bel ieving and abiding IN Him) and the result  (bear ing frui t )  wi l l  not  
be done sole ly by Jesus.  God,  in His per fect ion,  has chosen to share a 
heavenly responsibi l i ty  with His people.  That is  the bear ing of  Godly fru i t .   
He has given us the responsibi l i ty,  oppor tunity,  and blessing of  
f ru i t-bear ing.  Abiding is  not  passive.

Andrew Murray writes (paraphrased) :
“Without the v ine ( Jesus)  the branch (bel ievers)  can do nothing.  The 
branch owes ever ything to the v ine:  i ts  place in the v ineyard,  i ts  l i fe  and 
i ts  f ru i t fu lness.   And so,  the Lord says,  “Without me,  you can do nothing.”   
Each day,  the bel iever can be pleasing to God only in what he does 
through the power of  Chr ist  dwel l ing in him.  The dai ly  in-flowing of  the 
l i fe-sap of  the Holy Spir i t  is  h is  only power to bear f ru i t .  He l ives a lone in 
Him and is  completely dependent on Him alone.

Without the branch the v ine can also do nothing.  A vine without branches 
can bear no frui t .   The vine is  total ly  dependent on the branch as the 
branch is  completely dependent on the v ine.   This is the wonder ful  
condescension (voluntary descent from one's rank) of Jesus,  that just 
as His people are dependent on Him, He has made Himself  dependent 
on them. He has chosen that ,  without His disc iples,  He cannot dispense 
His blessing to the world;  He cannot offer  s inners the grapes of  the heav-
enly Canaan.  Don’t  th ink of  th is  as new or astonishing.   Jesus did this  
Himself.  This is  the high honor which He has cal led His redeemed disciple .   
As cr i t ical  as He is  to them in heaven ( from Him their  f ru i t  is  found) ,  they 
are just  as indispensable to Him on ear th ( through them His fru i t  is  found) .   
Bel ievers,  meditate on this ,  unt i l  your soul  bows to worship God – His 
majesty and the myster y of  the per fect  union between Christ  and the 
bel iever.

There is more:  as neither the vine nor the branch is anything without 
the other,  so is neither anything except to serve the other – each is for 

the other.”

God’s purposes and plans wi l l  be done with or  without us.   He does not 
need us.   But ,  because of  His love for  us,  God is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate 
in the heavenly work of  redeeming His creat ion – for  His glor y and our 
good.

Please write your response or  quest ions to the messages above:

Our act ive work bears frui t  f rom the outgrowth of  a healthy,  v igorous l i fe  
IN Chr ist  -  the Spir i t  and power of  Chr ist  l iv ing and working IN us.  That 
power works effectively through us when our main effor ts are toward 
maintaining an int imate dialogue with our Lord.   As He flows into us,  our  
work of  bel ieving wi l l  bear f ru i t  in  God’s wi l l .   We are not pipes,  in  the 
sense that ,  as a pipe carr ies water,  i t  does not dr ink of  i t .   We are l ike 
branches – act ively involved.   In  order to bear f ru i t ,  the sap of  the v ine 
( Jesus)  must first  enter  the branch (us)  so that  the branch is  nour ished and 
strengthened.  At the same t ime,  the Gardener (God the Father )  prunes 
and shapes the branch to be more effect ive.   Then,  upon direct ion from 
Christ  and empowered by Him, we become par t ic ipants in the creat ion of  
Godly fru i t .

John 14:12-14
“Truly,  t ru ly,  I  say to you,  whoever bel ieves in me wil l  also do the works 
that I  do;  and greater works than these wil l  he do,  because I  am going 
to the Father.  Whatever you ask in my name,  this  I  wi l l  do,  that  the Father 
may be glor ified in the Son.  I f  you ask me anything in my name,  I  wi l l  do 
i t .”  

Please l ist  Jesus’  promises out l ined in John 14:12-14 above:

PASSIVE?

15 mi les east  of  Por t  Au Pr ince,  100 yards off  the main east-west road 
going to the Dominican Republ ic  s i ts  Foundat ion de Ebenezer.   I t ’s  a 
ministr y hub;  a source of  l ight  containing a school ,  c l in ic ,  orphan homes,  
guest  house,  and church ser ving one of  the tougher communit ies in Hait i .   
Ebenezer was bui l t  by Pastor  Claude Mondesir.   God was the architect .

Years before the ear thquake,  God had given Claude a v is ion for  th is  
ministr y.   Specifical ly,  he saw a v is ion of  a new church with a t in roof  and 
a basement .   T in roofs are considered cheap,  and basements are a lmost 
unheard of  in Hait i .   Claude relented and bui l t  the basement but refused 
to make God’s House on the cheap.   He would bui ld a concrete roof,  but  i t  
d idn’t  hold.   Par t  of  the roof  fe l l  in .   Humbled,  Claude was glad that  no one 
died and finished the construct ion as directed.   The church stood with a 
t in roof  and a basement ,  which Claude tr ied to use for  var ious purposes 
that  never stuck .   F inal ly,  he just  left  the basement empty.

Januar y 12th,  2010,  the largest  ear thquake in more than 100 years struck 
Hait i .   In  less than a minute,  c lose to 200,000 people died and 2,000,000 
were displaced,  hungr y and homeless.   The internat ional  community 
wanted to respond,  but  i t  was di fficult .   With the seapor t  and the airpor t  
damaged,  i t  seemed as i f  there was no way to get  help to the people,  but  
for  those who knew the countr y,  the back door was open.

On Januar y 15th,  GO Project ,  a  ministr y par tner of  Claude's,  brought a 
semi-truck from the Dominican Republ ic  to Hait i .   The 18-wheeler  was 
fil led with food,  water,  and suppl ies,  but  where could they unload?  Where 
was there a secure,  dr y,  accessible storage center  that  could receive such 
a large shipment?

Pastor  Claude’s church basement .

The semi unloaded.   In  the evenings,  when the c i ty s lept ,  other local  
pastors backed up whatever vehic le they could find.   Dump trucks,  p ick-up 
trucks,  and cars fi l led to capacity left  Claude’s proper ty and distr ibuted 
food to thousands of  people s leeping in church parking lots.   I t  was a 
scene that  repeated i tsel f  scores of  t imes over the next three months.   I t  
was seen in the mind of  God long before;  shared with Pastor  Claude in his  
abiding re lat ionship with Jesus.

This is  a dramatic  example of  abiding IN Jesus,  bel ieving Him, and trust ing 
His leading.   Just  because the stor y is  unusual ,  p lease don’t  d ismiss the 
message.   God,  in His per fect  wisdom, has decided to let  you and me,  as 

His fo l lowers,  be the ones that  bear the frui t .  He has determined that  
bear ing frui t  is  our  ro le .  Jesus’  ro le is  to prompt and empower us by His 
Spir i t  as we abide IN HIM. 
 
We al l  enjoy specia l  stor ies,  but  i t  is  just  as specia l  and frui t fu l  to forgive 
offenses,  love the di fficult  person,  pray for  miracles,  receive God’s joy 
when circumstances are chal lenging,  and be pat ient  and fa i thful  and 
gent le and sel f-control led.   By this ,  our  Father God is  glor ified;  we bear 
much frui t  and prove to be His disc iples.  

How does that  make you feel?

Write your prayer :

36ABIDE IN JESUS  |  WHAT HAPPENS WHEN WE ABIDE IN JESUS?



Keith Getty and Stuar t  Townsend’s song In  Chr ist  Alone  g ives us 
answers:

Scr ipture a lso gives us guidance.   

Psalm 1:1-4
“Blessed is  the man who walks not  in the counsel  of  the wicked,  nor 
stands in the way of  s inners,  nor  s i ts  in the seat  of  scoffers ;  but  his  
del ight  is  in the law of  the Lord,  and on his  law he meditates day and 
night .

He is  l ike a tree planted by streams of  water  that  y ie lds i ts  f ru i t  in  i ts  
season,  and i ts  leaf  does not wither.  In  a l l  that  he does,  he prospers.  The 
wicked are not  so,  but  are l ike chaff  that  the wind dr ives away.”

Galat ians 5:22
“The frui t  of  the Spir i t  is  love,  joy,  peace,  pat ience,  k indness,  goodness,  
fa i thfulness,  gent leness,  sel f-control…” 

What happens when we abide?

We love.
“… love one another :  just  as I  have loved you,  you also are to love one 
another.  By this  a l l  people wi l l  know that  you are my disciples,  i f  you have 
love for  one another.”  John 13:34-35

We rest  –  knowing that  God is  in control .

Bob’s Stor y:
“As I  was on my way to meet a fr iend,  my fr iend’s bl ind-spot was c i rc l ing 
in my mind.  I  was thinking,  “He doesn’t  see the damage he is  doing.”   This 
happens frequent ly with me.   The formula is  th is :  God reveals to me a s in 
or  bl ind-spot in my l i fe ,  then He lovingly guides me to address i t .   Then,  I  
see the same issue in ever yone else.   Out of  s incere desire to help,  I  want 
to say something.  But ,  often,  my s incere desire to help is  not  helpful .   
Knowing that  I  have this  chal lenge,  I  was wrest l ing with the decis ion to 
say something or  not .   Thankful ly,  God prompted me to s imply come into 
Him and rest  –  Jesus is  my fr iend’s Lord and del iverer,  not  me.  
 
As I  was enter ing the cafe to meet my fr iend,  I  was “r ight”  with my fr iend 
and rest ing in Jesus.   I  was there only to be a fr iend and let  h im invite me 
into his  l i fe  on his  terms.   As we were ta lk ing,  my fr iend said,  “God has 
been showing me some stuff  in  my l i fe  that  I  need to change.”  And,  he 
descr ibed to me the things which I  was concerned about .   The same sin I  
was fleeing from.  He asked me to pray for  h im.   He did not  ask me for  fur-
ther help.   Praise God!  I f  I  had not taken my concern to Jesus and remained 
in Him, I  would have said too much.   God is  per fect ly  capable to care for  
my fr iend,  bear ing frui t  in  his  l i fe  without my help.”

We pray.
“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Th 5:16-18

Take a moment now and pray – s i lent ly,  out- loud,  or  writ ten.

Our prayers are answered.  
“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples”.  John 15:7-8

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:
“God healed me.   Even saying the words was odd to me at  first .   Why?  I  
th ink I ’m skept ical .  

I  went to a prayer tra in ing seminar at  our church.   Before i t  star ted,  I  had 
to go into the k i tchen to see what Ben was cooking up for  the meal .   He is  
not  only a great  cook but a vars i ty encourager.   As I  looked around,  I  
real ized there was not one thing there that  I  could eat .   I  had al lergies to 
food.   Lots of  d i f ferent food.

I t  star ted in high school ,  I  would get  s ick and throw up,  become dizzy and 
my balance was off.   I t  turned out that  my s inuses were severely c logged.   
The doctor  tr ied to i r r igate them but my face just  fi l led with water.   He 
sent me home with some solut ion to help break i t  up.   The next day,  
ever ything came out .   This star ted a 34-year struggle with s inus 
infect ions.   

For  10 years,  I  had infect ions chronical ly.   When our second son was born,  
he had terr ib le ear  infect ions.   After  he had ear tubes,  he got s inus 
infect ions.   I  thought i t  was just  par t  of  our physiology.   The doctors 
wanted to put our l i t t le  2-year-old son on low-level  ant ib iot ics fu l l  t ime.   I  
knew there had to be a better  way.   I  went to my women’s bible study and 
asked them to pray.   Al l  the sudden,  I  real ized the t iming of  h is  infect ions 
connected to the t ime when I  had star ted him on dair y.   I  took him off  dair y 
products and he was a new boy!   To help him accept his  a l lergy,  I  took the 
whole fami ly of f  dair y.   Two weeks later,  I  went to my aunt’s  house and 
had lasagna.   Sure enough,  I  got  a s inus infect ion.   I ,  too,  had a problem 
with dair y.

So,  I  e l iminated i t  f rom our diet .   There have been innumerable awkward 
exper iences at  f r iend’s houses explaining why we couldn’t  eat  the 
wonder ful  meal  that  had been lovingly made for  us.   I t  was hard but i t  
real ly  helped my health.   Instead of  8 or  more s inuses infect ions a year,  I  
only got  2 or  3.

Each infect ion came with ant ibiot ics.   30 years of  ant ib iot ics.   At  one 
point ,  John told me my constant fat igue was not normal .   A few hours after  
ever y meal ,  I  just  wanted to go to s leep.    I  went to a bunch of  di f ferent 
doctors and did e l iminat ion diets and al l  k inds of  other treatments.   I  
real ized by tr ia l  and error,  that  I  real ly  had trouble with yeast ,  tomatoes 
and lemons.   For  the last  few years,  I  have stayed away from those too.   I  
actual ly  fe l t  better.

But ,  I  st i l l  could not fe l lowship over food.   I  d idn’t  l ike going out to dinner,  

even to celebrate an event ,  because I  got  real ly  s ick .   Ever y t ime.   

Two months ago,  I  had a post  hol iday par ty s inus infect ion.   Frank Brown 
prayed for  me and thought that  i t  was a spir i tual  at tack .   I  had never 
thought about i t  that  way,   I  just  a lways thought i t  was physical .

So,  at  the prayer tra in ing,  after  fast ing,  I  real ly  wanted to eat  and 
celebrate with ever yone.   I  went upstairs  and these beaut i fu l  strangers 
prayed for  me.   Here’s  where i t  gets weird.   I  got  a quick mental  p icture in 
my mind of  what I  can only descr ibe as a demon tape worm in my stomach.   
Not scar y but just  r ight  at  home.   I  to ld the prayer team about i t  and they 
didn’t  th ink I  was completely crazy.   They prayed in the name of  Jesus 
Chr ist  for  the demon to be gone.   I  to ld them I  was going to go downstairs  
and eat  and to please keep praying because I  am afraid of  food.

I  went back downstairs  to the seminar for  a quest ion and answer t ime and 
my neck star ted feel ing l ike my lymph nodes were being flushed -  
contract ing and releasing.

I  went and ate.   Biscuits  and gravy!   (Homemade dair y goodness! )  I  went 
to Panera the next day and had a sandwich with cheese and tomatoes.   I  
baked bread and ate a lmost the whole loaf.   I  went to a Royals game and 
had a hot  dog with ever ything on i t .  (So good!)   I  ate ice cream 
sandwiches.   I  went out  to dinner with an old fr iend last  n ight and ate 
ever ything that  was ordered.   I t  was so much fun to par t ic ipate in the 
meal .   

People have asked i f  i t  has stuck and i f  I ’m st i l l  healed.   Even in my own 
doubts,  I  am.  

Praise God and Thank You.  Thank You.  Thank You.

I t  is  a miracle .   My husband says I  actual ly  breathe through my nose when 
I  s leep.  I  have so much energy!  I  a lways wondered how people got so 
much done.  The funniest  par t  is  I  had not real ized how emotional ly  taxing 
i t  was navigat ing what food I  could eat  and how to respond to fr iends 
when I  couldn’t  eat .   I  feel  f ree.”

Since you have accepted the oppor tunity to abide in Chr ist ,  what have you 
been praying for?

Give Him praise for  the answered prayers!

Regarding the unanswered prayers,  take a moment ,  accept His invitat ion 
to Abide In Him, seek His wi l l  for  the s i tuat ion,  pray and pet i t ion Him 
again.  He has promised,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  
ask whatever you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.”  John 15:7

What happens when we abide in Jesus?

We have hopeful  joy.  
“These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my joy may be in you,  and that  
your joy may be ful l .”  John 15:11 

Brother Lawrence’s Stor y from “Pract ic ing the Presence of  God”

“ I  keep my attent ion on God in a s imple,  loving way.   This is  my soul ’s  
secret  exper ience of  the actual ,  unceasing presence of  God…

I am sure my soul  has been with God for  more than thir ty years.  I  consider 
God my King,  against  whom I  have committed al l  sor ts of  cr imes.   
Confessing my s ins to Him and asking Him to forgive me,  I  p lace myself  in  
His hands to do whatever He pleases with me.

This King,  who is  fu l l  of  goodness and mercy,  doesn’t  punish me.  Rather,  
He embraces me lovingly and invites me to eat  at  His table .   He serves me 
Himself  and gives me the keys to His treasur y,  t reat ing me as His favor i te .   
He convenes with me without ment ioning ei ther  my s ins or  His 
forgiveness.   My former habits are seemingly forgotten.   Although I  beg 
Him to do whatever He wishes with me,  He does nothing but caress me.   
This is  what being in His holy presence is  l ike .

My day-to-day l i fe  consists of  giv ing God my s imple,  loving at tent ion.   I f  I  
am distracted,  He cal ls  me back in tones that  are supernatural ly  
beaut i fu l .”

We have di fficult  t imes whi le God prunes us.
“Ever y branch that  does bear f ru i t  he prunes,  that  i t  may bear more frui t .”  
John 15:2

We wi l l  ser ve the needy.  
“Rel igion that  God our Father accepts as pure and fault less is  th is :  to look 
after  orphans and widows in their  d istress and to keep oneself  f rom being 
pol luted by the world.”

We are not s in less,  but  we s in less and less.
“You,  however,  are control led not by the flesh,  but  by the Spir i t ,  i f  the 
Spir i t  of  God l ives in you.”  Romans 8:9

We have supernatural  “ l ight”.
“ I  am the l ight  of  the world.  Whoever fo l lows me wi l l  not  walk in darkness,  
but  wi l l  have the l ight  of  l i fe .”  John 8:12.  

We are generous.
“for  in a severe test  of  afflict ion,  their  abundance of  joy and their  extreme 
pover ty have over flowed in a wealth of  generosity on their  par t .”  
2 Cor inthians 8:2

We are protected dur ing the storms of  l i fe .
“Blessed is  the man who trusts in the Lord,  whose trust  is  the Lord.  He is  
l ike a tree planted by water,  that  sends out i ts  roots by the stream, and 
does not fear  when heat comes,  for  i ts  leaves remain green,  and is  not  
anxious in the year of  drought ,  for  i t  does not cease to bear f ru i t .”  
Jeremiah 17:7-8

We stop str iv ing to be accepted by God because we are a lready accepted 
as His adopted chi ldren.
“ In love he predest ined us for  adopt ion to sonship through Jesus Chr ist ,  in  
accordance with his  pleasure and wi l l .”  Ephesians 1:5

We stand firm when chal lenged by evi l .
“Therefore take up the whole armor of  God,  that  you may be able to 
withstand in the evi l  day,  and having done al l ,  to stand firm.”  Ephesians 
6:13

We make disciples.
And Jesus came and said to them, “Al l  author i ty in heaven and on ear th 
has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of  a l l  nat ions,  
bapt iz ing them in the name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy 
Spir i t ,  teaching them to obser ve al l  that  I  have commanded you.  And 
behold,  I  am with you always,  to the end of  the age.”  Matthew 28:18-20

John’s Stor y:
“As I  was praying about Jesus’  invitat ion to abide in Him, I  was asking Him 
what i t  means to bear f ru i t .   Jesus is  promising that  I  would bear f ru i t  i f  I  
abide in Him.  How wi l l  I  know when frui t  is  growing?  Jesus’  final  ear thly 
command to us was to “Go make disciples”.   I t  is  obviously His wi l l  for  us 
to do so.   My next thought was,  “Who am I  encouraging to mature as a 
disc iple of  Chr ist?”   At the t ime,  I  was not reaching out to anyone in an 
intent ional  way,  but  I  was meet ing i r regular ly  with several  young 
Christ ian business owners to discuss chal lenges and ideas.  God led me to 
gather a l l  of  them together regular ly  to discuss how to abide in Chr ist  
through our ro les as business owners and aspir ing Godly leaders.  We 
discuss how our goals,  h i r ing and fir ing,  taking business r isk ,  and 
fami ly-work-church pr ior i t ies need to be processed through the command 
for  us to abide in Chr ist .   Our decis ions in the work-place are not  apar t  
f rom Christ .   

God has blessed our t imes together.   We have been loving each other 
through this  intent ional  format and are confident that  our decis ions to 
abide in Chr ist  through business wi l l  cont inue to bear f ru i t .”  

What does Godly fru i t  look l ike? 

I t  looks l ike the church unit ing IN Chr ist  to glor i fy  Him so that  the world 
may know that  Jesus was sent by the Father !

Jesus prayed:
“ I  do not ask for  these only,  but  a lso for  those who wi l l  bel ieve in me 
through their  word,  that  they may al l  be one,  just  as you,  Father,  are in me,  
and I  in  you,  that  they also may be in us,  so that  the world may bel ieve 
that  you have sent me.  The glor y that  you have given me I  have given to 
them, that  they may be one even as we are one,  I  in  them and you in me,  
that  they may become per fect ly  one,  so that  the world may know that  you 
sent me and loved them even as you loved me’  John 17:20-23

As we read the l ist  of  behaviors and results  of  abiding in Chr ist ,  we wi l l  
not ice that  some don’t  yet  apply to us.  I t  can be frustrat ing when we 
not ice that  our f ru i t  is  growing s low.  Good news!   Understanding this  
real i ty  wi l l  cause the repentance,  humil i ty  and awareness that  we need.   
Let’s  turn to Jesus and abide in Him. His power is  made per fect  in our 
weakness.

“ I f  we say we have no s in ,  we deceive ourselves,  and the truth is  not  in us.  
I f  we confess our s ins,  he is  fa i thful  and just  to forgive us our s ins and to 
c leanse us from al l  unr ighteousness.”  1John 1:8-9

And,  when we do abide,  we get out  of  our own way and let  the creator  of  
the universe grow frui t  through us!

How would you descr ibe the results  of  abiding in Jesus?

What quest ions do you have?

Take the answers to the previous two quest ions and turn them into a 
writ ten prayer to God.

Ask God to br ing to your mind who he wants you to disc iple (pray for,  
meet with,  and encourage to abide in Chr ist ) .  

Who comes to mind? 

What is  an act ion you can take? Before we address the quest ion,  let ’s  pray with King David through Psalm 
145.  Pray as you read:

“ I  wi l l  extol  you,  my God and King,
and bless your name forever and ever.
Ever y day I  wi l l  b less you
and praise your name forever and ever.
Great  is  the Lord,  and great ly  to be praised,
and his  greatness is  unsearchable.

One generat ion shal l  commend your works to another,
and shal l  declare your mighty acts.
On the glor ious splendor of  your majesty,
and on your wondrous works,  I  wi l l  meditate.
They shal l  speak of  the might of  your awesome deeds,
and I  wi l l  declare your greatness.
They shal l  pour for th the fame of  your abundant goodness
and shal l  s ing aloud of  your r ighteousness.

The Lord is  gracious and merci fu l ,
s low to anger and abounding in steadfast  love.
The Lord is  good to a l l ,
and his  mercy is  over a l l  that  he has made.”

What does King David mean when he says that  God’s greatness is  
unsearchable?

Guided by Psalm 145,  l ist  at  least  four of  God’s at tr ibutes.

Please pray with us:

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing.  I  accept your 
invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you want to give.   
Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your wi l l .   In  Jesus’  
Name.  Amen.”

IS  ABIDING PASSIVE?

Absolutely not .  

Then the people said to Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the works 
of  God?” He answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you bel ieve 
in Him whom He has sent .”  John 6:28-29

God has cal led His people to bel ieve IN Him. Bel ief  requires act ion.  One 
can bel ieve for  a moment without act ing.  But ,  over t ime,  bel ief  and act ion 
are inseparable.  

I t  takes effor t  to bel ieve.  I t  takes for t i tude to push away obstacles that  
cause us to not  ‘bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent’.   Our s in nature,  the 
worldly system, and the devi l  a l l  oppose God.   There is  nothing passive 
about bel ieving and abiding.   Abiding IN Chr ist  is  act ive and di l igent bel ief  
that  we can only re ly on God.  Praise God!  He is  ready to empower us to do 
so.

Do you bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent?  Many Chr ist ians wi l l  answer,  
“Most of  the t ime.”   

In  fu l l  t ransparency before God,  confess what you don’t  bel ieve about His 
c la ims.  He is  not  surpr ised by our unbel ief.  He knows.  Write a prayer 
asking for  Him to suppor t ,  teach,  and correct  you -  giv ing you the gi ft  of  
fa i th as you abide IN HIM.

Remember just  before Chr ist ’s  t r ia l  and crucifixion,  Peter ’s  unbel ief  
caused him to abandon Christ .   Then,  after  the resurrect ion,  Jesus 
restored Peter  to Himself  –  see John 21.

Jesus knows that  we have t imes when we don’t  real ly  bel ieve – our act ions 
communicate our real  bel iefs.   He knows and He loves us anyway.   He is  
cont inual ly  cal l ing to us to fo l low Him.

JESUS IS INVITING US TO ACTIVELY BEAR FRUIT

God can do anything he pleases at  any t ime.   I f  i t  is  His wi l l ,  He can give 
someone that  has never heard of  Jesus a dream that  prompts that  person 
to seek Him. He can create another universe.  Nothing hinders Him.  
Therefore,  as you read the fo l lowing message,  don’t  hear that  God is  
l imited.   He is  not .   Please hear that  God is invit ing us into the most 
abundant oppor tunity and blessing of our l ives .

I t  is  cr i t ical ly  impor tant to understand that  abiding IN Jesus is  act ive and 
di l igent re l iance on God.  God has chosen us to par t ic ipate with Him in 
act ing-out His wi l l  on ear th -  to bear f ru i t  by the power He gives us.   That 
work (bel ieving and abiding IN Him) and the result  (bear ing frui t )  wi l l  not  
be done sole ly by Jesus.  God,  in His per fect ion,  has chosen to share a 
heavenly responsibi l i ty  with His people.  That is  the bear ing of  Godly fru i t .   
He has given us the responsibi l i ty,  oppor tunity,  and blessing of  
f ru i t-bear ing.  Abiding is  not  passive.

Andrew Murray writes (paraphrased) :
“Without the v ine ( Jesus)  the branch (bel ievers)  can do nothing.  The 
branch owes ever ything to the v ine:  i ts  place in the v ineyard,  i ts  l i fe  and 
i ts  f ru i t fu lness.   And so,  the Lord says,  “Without me,  you can do nothing.”   
Each day,  the bel iever can be pleasing to God only in what he does 
through the power of  Chr ist  dwel l ing in him.  The dai ly  in-flowing of  the 
l i fe-sap of  the Holy Spir i t  is  h is  only power to bear f ru i t .  He l ives a lone in 
Him and is  completely dependent on Him alone.

Without the branch the v ine can also do nothing.  A vine without branches 
can bear no frui t .   The vine is  total ly  dependent on the branch as the 
branch is  completely dependent on the v ine.   This is the wonder ful  
condescension (voluntary descent from one's rank) of Jesus,  that just 
as His people are dependent on Him, He has made Himself  dependent 
on them. He has chosen that ,  without His disc iples,  He cannot dispense 
His blessing to the world;  He cannot offer  s inners the grapes of  the heav-
enly Canaan.  Don’t  th ink of  th is  as new or astonishing.   Jesus did this  
Himself.  This is  the high honor which He has cal led His redeemed disciple .   
As cr i t ical  as He is  to them in heaven ( from Him their  f ru i t  is  found) ,  they 
are just  as indispensable to Him on ear th ( through them His fru i t  is  found) .   
Bel ievers,  meditate on this ,  unt i l  your soul  bows to worship God – His 
majesty and the myster y of  the per fect  union between Christ  and the 
bel iever.

There is more:  as neither the vine nor the branch is anything without 
the other,  so is neither anything except to serve the other – each is for 

the other.”

God’s purposes and plans wi l l  be done with or  without us.   He does not 
need us.   But ,  because of  His love for  us,  God is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate 
in the heavenly work of  redeeming His creat ion – for  His glor y and our 
good.

Please write your response or  quest ions to the messages above:

Our act ive work bears frui t  f rom the outgrowth of  a healthy,  v igorous l i fe  
IN Chr ist  -  the Spir i t  and power of  Chr ist  l iv ing and working IN us.  That 
power works effectively through us when our main effor ts are toward 
maintaining an int imate dialogue with our Lord.   As He flows into us,  our  
work of  bel ieving wi l l  bear f ru i t  in  God’s wi l l .   We are not pipes,  in  the 
sense that ,  as a pipe carr ies water,  i t  does not dr ink of  i t .   We are l ike 
branches – act ively involved.   In  order to bear f ru i t ,  the sap of  the v ine 
( Jesus)  must first  enter  the branch (us)  so that  the branch is  nour ished and 
strengthened.  At the same t ime,  the Gardener (God the Father )  prunes 
and shapes the branch to be more effect ive.   Then,  upon direct ion from 
Christ  and empowered by Him, we become par t ic ipants in the creat ion of  
Godly fru i t .

John 14:12-14
“Truly,  t ru ly,  I  say to you,  whoever bel ieves in me wil l  also do the works 
that I  do;  and greater works than these wil l  he do,  because I  am going 
to the Father.  Whatever you ask in my name,  this  I  wi l l  do,  that  the Father 
may be glor ified in the Son.  I f  you ask me anything in my name,  I  wi l l  do 
i t .”  

Please l ist  Jesus’  promises out l ined in John 14:12-14 above:

PASSIVE?

15 mi les east  of  Por t  Au Pr ince,  100 yards off  the main east-west road 
going to the Dominican Republ ic  s i ts  Foundat ion de Ebenezer.   I t ’s  a 
ministr y hub;  a source of  l ight  containing a school ,  c l in ic ,  orphan homes,  
guest  house,  and church ser ving one of  the tougher communit ies in Hait i .   
Ebenezer was bui l t  by Pastor  Claude Mondesir.   God was the architect .

Years before the ear thquake,  God had given Claude a v is ion for  th is  
ministr y.   Specifical ly,  he saw a v is ion of  a new church with a t in roof  and 
a basement .   T in roofs are considered cheap,  and basements are a lmost 
unheard of  in Hait i .   Claude relented and bui l t  the basement but refused 
to make God’s House on the cheap.   He would bui ld a concrete roof,  but  i t  
d idn’t  hold.   Par t  of  the roof  fe l l  in .   Humbled,  Claude was glad that  no one 
died and finished the construct ion as directed.   The church stood with a 
t in roof  and a basement ,  which Claude tr ied to use for  var ious purposes 
that  never stuck .   F inal ly,  he just  left  the basement empty.

Januar y 12th,  2010,  the largest  ear thquake in more than 100 years struck 
Hait i .   In  less than a minute,  c lose to 200,000 people died and 2,000,000 
were displaced,  hungr y and homeless.   The internat ional  community 
wanted to respond,  but  i t  was di fficult .   With the seapor t  and the airpor t  
damaged,  i t  seemed as i f  there was no way to get  help to the people,  but  
for  those who knew the countr y,  the back door was open.

On Januar y 15th,  GO Project ,  a  ministr y par tner of  Claude's,  brought a 
semi-truck from the Dominican Republ ic  to Hait i .   The 18-wheeler  was 
fil led with food,  water,  and suppl ies,  but  where could they unload?  Where 
was there a secure,  dr y,  accessible storage center  that  could receive such 
a large shipment?

Pastor  Claude’s church basement .

The semi unloaded.   In  the evenings,  when the c i ty s lept ,  other local  
pastors backed up whatever vehic le they could find.   Dump trucks,  p ick-up 
trucks,  and cars fi l led to capacity left  Claude’s proper ty and distr ibuted 
food to thousands of  people s leeping in church parking lots.   I t  was a 
scene that  repeated i tsel f  scores of  t imes over the next three months.   I t  
was seen in the mind of  God long before;  shared with Pastor  Claude in his  
abiding re lat ionship with Jesus.

This is  a dramatic  example of  abiding IN Jesus,  bel ieving Him, and trust ing 
His leading.   Just  because the stor y is  unusual ,  p lease don’t  d ismiss the 
message.   God,  in His per fect  wisdom, has decided to let  you and me,  as 

His fo l lowers,  be the ones that  bear the frui t .  He has determined that  
bear ing frui t  is  our  ro le .  Jesus’  ro le is  to prompt and empower us by His 
Spir i t  as we abide IN HIM. 
 
We al l  enjoy specia l  stor ies,  but  i t  is  just  as specia l  and frui t fu l  to forgive 
offenses,  love the di fficult  person,  pray for  miracles,  receive God’s joy 
when circumstances are chal lenging,  and be pat ient  and fa i thful  and 
gent le and sel f-control led.   By this ,  our  Father God is  glor ified;  we bear 
much frui t  and prove to be His disc iples.  

How does that  make you feel?

Write your prayer :

CHAPTER SIX:

IS  ABIDING PASSIVE?

pas·sive
/ˈpasiv/

adjective
accepting or allowing what happens or what others 
do, without active response or resistance
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Keith Getty and Stuar t  Townsend’s song In  Chr ist  Alone  g ives us 
answers:

Scr ipture a lso gives us guidance.   

Psalm 1:1-4
“Blessed is  the man who walks not  in the counsel  of  the wicked,  nor 
stands in the way of  s inners,  nor  s i ts  in the seat  of  scoffers ;  but  his  
del ight  is  in the law of  the Lord,  and on his  law he meditates day and 
night .

He is  l ike a tree planted by streams of  water  that  y ie lds i ts  f ru i t  in  i ts  
season,  and i ts  leaf  does not wither.  In  a l l  that  he does,  he prospers.  The 
wicked are not  so,  but  are l ike chaff  that  the wind dr ives away.”

Galat ians 5:22
“The frui t  of  the Spir i t  is  love,  joy,  peace,  pat ience,  k indness,  goodness,  
fa i thfulness,  gent leness,  sel f-control…” 

What happens when we abide?

We love.
“… love one another :  just  as I  have loved you,  you also are to love one 
another.  By this  a l l  people wi l l  know that  you are my disciples,  i f  you have 
love for  one another.”  John 13:34-35

We rest  –  knowing that  God is  in control .

Bob’s Stor y:
“As I  was on my way to meet a fr iend,  my fr iend’s bl ind-spot was c i rc l ing 
in my mind.  I  was thinking,  “He doesn’t  see the damage he is  doing.”   This 
happens frequent ly with me.   The formula is  th is :  God reveals to me a s in 
or  bl ind-spot in my l i fe ,  then He lovingly guides me to address i t .   Then,  I  
see the same issue in ever yone else.   Out of  s incere desire to help,  I  want 
to say something.  But ,  often,  my s incere desire to help is  not  helpful .   
Knowing that  I  have this  chal lenge,  I  was wrest l ing with the decis ion to 
say something or  not .   Thankful ly,  God prompted me to s imply come into 
Him and rest  –  Jesus is  my fr iend’s Lord and del iverer,  not  me.  
 
As I  was enter ing the cafe to meet my fr iend,  I  was “r ight”  with my fr iend 
and rest ing in Jesus.   I  was there only to be a fr iend and let  h im invite me 
into his  l i fe  on his  terms.   As we were ta lk ing,  my fr iend said,  “God has 
been showing me some stuff  in  my l i fe  that  I  need to change.”  And,  he 
descr ibed to me the things which I  was concerned about .   The same sin I  
was fleeing from.  He asked me to pray for  h im.   He did not  ask me for  fur-
ther help.   Praise God!  I f  I  had not taken my concern to Jesus and remained 
in Him, I  would have said too much.   God is  per fect ly  capable to care for  
my fr iend,  bear ing frui t  in  his  l i fe  without my help.”

We pray.
“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Th 5:16-18

Take a moment now and pray – s i lent ly,  out- loud,  or  writ ten.

Our prayers are answered.  
“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples”.  John 15:7-8

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:
“God healed me.   Even saying the words was odd to me at  first .   Why?  I  
th ink I ’m skept ical .  

I  went to a prayer tra in ing seminar at  our church.   Before i t  star ted,  I  had 
to go into the k i tchen to see what Ben was cooking up for  the meal .   He is  
not  only a great  cook but a vars i ty encourager.   As I  looked around,  I  
real ized there was not one thing there that  I  could eat .   I  had al lergies to 
food.   Lots of  d i f ferent food.

I t  star ted in high school ,  I  would get  s ick and throw up,  become dizzy and 
my balance was off.   I t  turned out that  my s inuses were severely c logged.   
The doctor  tr ied to i r r igate them but my face just  fi l led with water.   He 
sent me home with some solut ion to help break i t  up.   The next day,  
ever ything came out .   This star ted a 34-year struggle with s inus 
infect ions.   

For  10 years,  I  had infect ions chronical ly.   When our second son was born,  
he had terr ib le ear  infect ions.   After  he had ear tubes,  he got s inus 
infect ions.   I  thought i t  was just  par t  of  our physiology.   The doctors 
wanted to put our l i t t le  2-year-old son on low-level  ant ib iot ics fu l l  t ime.   I  
knew there had to be a better  way.   I  went to my women’s bible study and 
asked them to pray.   Al l  the sudden,  I  real ized the t iming of  h is  infect ions 
connected to the t ime when I  had star ted him on dair y.   I  took him off  dair y 
products and he was a new boy!   To help him accept his  a l lergy,  I  took the 
whole fami ly of f  dair y.   Two weeks later,  I  went to my aunt’s  house and 
had lasagna.   Sure enough,  I  got  a s inus infect ion.   I ,  too,  had a problem 
with dair y.

So,  I  e l iminated i t  f rom our diet .   There have been innumerable awkward 
exper iences at  f r iend’s houses explaining why we couldn’t  eat  the 
wonder ful  meal  that  had been lovingly made for  us.   I t  was hard but i t  
real ly  helped my health.   Instead of  8 or  more s inuses infect ions a year,  I  
only got  2 or  3.

Each infect ion came with ant ibiot ics.   30 years of  ant ib iot ics.   At  one 
point ,  John told me my constant fat igue was not normal .   A few hours after  
ever y meal ,  I  just  wanted to go to s leep.    I  went to a bunch of  di f ferent 
doctors and did e l iminat ion diets and al l  k inds of  other treatments.   I  
real ized by tr ia l  and error,  that  I  real ly  had trouble with yeast ,  tomatoes 
and lemons.   For  the last  few years,  I  have stayed away from those too.   I  
actual ly  fe l t  better.

But ,  I  st i l l  could not fe l lowship over food.   I  d idn’t  l ike going out to dinner,  

even to celebrate an event ,  because I  got  real ly  s ick .   Ever y t ime.   

Two months ago,  I  had a post  hol iday par ty s inus infect ion.   Frank Brown 
prayed for  me and thought that  i t  was a spir i tual  at tack .   I  had never 
thought about i t  that  way,   I  just  a lways thought i t  was physical .

So,  at  the prayer tra in ing,  after  fast ing,  I  real ly  wanted to eat  and 
celebrate with ever yone.   I  went upstairs  and these beaut i fu l  strangers 
prayed for  me.   Here’s  where i t  gets weird.   I  got  a quick mental  p icture in 
my mind of  what I  can only descr ibe as a demon tape worm in my stomach.   
Not scar y but just  r ight  at  home.   I  to ld the prayer team about i t  and they 
didn’t  th ink I  was completely crazy.   They prayed in the name of  Jesus 
Chr ist  for  the demon to be gone.   I  to ld them I  was going to go downstairs  
and eat  and to please keep praying because I  am afraid of  food.

I  went back downstairs  to the seminar for  a quest ion and answer t ime and 
my neck star ted feel ing l ike my lymph nodes were being flushed -  
contract ing and releasing.

I  went and ate.   Biscuits  and gravy!   (Homemade dair y goodness! )  I  went 
to Panera the next day and had a sandwich with cheese and tomatoes.   I  
baked bread and ate a lmost the whole loaf.   I  went to a Royals game and 
had a hot  dog with ever ything on i t .  (So good!)   I  ate ice cream 
sandwiches.   I  went out  to dinner with an old fr iend last  n ight and ate 
ever ything that  was ordered.   I t  was so much fun to par t ic ipate in the 
meal .   

People have asked i f  i t  has stuck and i f  I ’m st i l l  healed.   Even in my own 
doubts,  I  am.  

Praise God and Thank You.  Thank You.  Thank You.

I t  is  a miracle .   My husband says I  actual ly  breathe through my nose when 
I  s leep.  I  have so much energy!  I  a lways wondered how people got so 
much done.  The funniest  par t  is  I  had not real ized how emotional ly  taxing 
i t  was navigat ing what food I  could eat  and how to respond to fr iends 
when I  couldn’t  eat .   I  feel  f ree.”

Since you have accepted the oppor tunity to abide in Chr ist ,  what have you 
been praying for?

Give Him praise for  the answered prayers!

Regarding the unanswered prayers,  take a moment ,  accept His invitat ion 
to Abide In Him, seek His wi l l  for  the s i tuat ion,  pray and pet i t ion Him 
again.  He has promised,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  
ask whatever you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.”  John 15:7

What happens when we abide in Jesus?

We have hopeful  joy.  
“These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my joy may be in you,  and that  
your joy may be ful l .”  John 15:11 

Brother Lawrence’s Stor y from “Pract ic ing the Presence of  God”

“ I  keep my attent ion on God in a s imple,  loving way.   This is  my soul ’s  
secret  exper ience of  the actual ,  unceasing presence of  God…

I am sure my soul  has been with God for  more than thir ty years.  I  consider 
God my King,  against  whom I  have committed al l  sor ts of  cr imes.   
Confessing my s ins to Him and asking Him to forgive me,  I  p lace myself  in  
His hands to do whatever He pleases with me.

This King,  who is  fu l l  of  goodness and mercy,  doesn’t  punish me.  Rather,  
He embraces me lovingly and invites me to eat  at  His table .   He serves me 
Himself  and gives me the keys to His treasur y,  t reat ing me as His favor i te .   
He convenes with me without ment ioning ei ther  my s ins or  His 
forgiveness.   My former habits are seemingly forgotten.   Although I  beg 
Him to do whatever He wishes with me,  He does nothing but caress me.   
This is  what being in His holy presence is  l ike .

My day-to-day l i fe  consists of  giv ing God my s imple,  loving at tent ion.   I f  I  
am distracted,  He cal ls  me back in tones that  are supernatural ly  
beaut i fu l .”

We have di fficult  t imes whi le God prunes us.
“Ever y branch that  does bear f ru i t  he prunes,  that  i t  may bear more frui t .”  
John 15:2

We wi l l  ser ve the needy.  
“Rel igion that  God our Father accepts as pure and fault less is  th is :  to look 
after  orphans and widows in their  d istress and to keep oneself  f rom being 
pol luted by the world.”

We are not s in less,  but  we s in less and less.
“You,  however,  are control led not by the flesh,  but  by the Spir i t ,  i f  the 
Spir i t  of  God l ives in you.”  Romans 8:9

We have supernatural  “ l ight”.
“ I  am the l ight  of  the world.  Whoever fo l lows me wi l l  not  walk in darkness,  
but  wi l l  have the l ight  of  l i fe .”  John 8:12.  

We are generous.
“for  in a severe test  of  afflict ion,  their  abundance of  joy and their  extreme 
pover ty have over flowed in a wealth of  generosity on their  par t .”  
2 Cor inthians 8:2

We are protected dur ing the storms of  l i fe .
“Blessed is  the man who trusts in the Lord,  whose trust  is  the Lord.  He is  
l ike a tree planted by water,  that  sends out i ts  roots by the stream, and 
does not fear  when heat comes,  for  i ts  leaves remain green,  and is  not  
anxious in the year of  drought ,  for  i t  does not cease to bear f ru i t .”  
Jeremiah 17:7-8

We stop str iv ing to be accepted by God because we are a lready accepted 
as His adopted chi ldren.
“ In love he predest ined us for  adopt ion to sonship through Jesus Chr ist ,  in  
accordance with his  pleasure and wi l l .”  Ephesians 1:5

We stand firm when chal lenged by evi l .
“Therefore take up the whole armor of  God,  that  you may be able to 
withstand in the evi l  day,  and having done al l ,  to stand firm.”  Ephesians 
6:13

We make disciples.
And Jesus came and said to them, “Al l  author i ty in heaven and on ear th 
has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of  a l l  nat ions,  
bapt iz ing them in the name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy 
Spir i t ,  teaching them to obser ve al l  that  I  have commanded you.  And 
behold,  I  am with you always,  to the end of  the age.”  Matthew 28:18-20

John’s Stor y:
“As I  was praying about Jesus’  invitat ion to abide in Him, I  was asking Him 
what i t  means to bear f ru i t .   Jesus is  promising that  I  would bear f ru i t  i f  I  
abide in Him.  How wi l l  I  know when frui t  is  growing?  Jesus’  final  ear thly 
command to us was to “Go make disciples”.   I t  is  obviously His wi l l  for  us 
to do so.   My next thought was,  “Who am I  encouraging to mature as a 
disc iple of  Chr ist?”   At the t ime,  I  was not reaching out to anyone in an 
intent ional  way,  but  I  was meet ing i r regular ly  with several  young 
Christ ian business owners to discuss chal lenges and ideas.  God led me to 
gather a l l  of  them together regular ly  to discuss how to abide in Chr ist  
through our ro les as business owners and aspir ing Godly leaders.  We 
discuss how our goals,  h i r ing and fir ing,  taking business r isk ,  and 
fami ly-work-church pr ior i t ies need to be processed through the command 
for  us to abide in Chr ist .   Our decis ions in the work-place are not  apar t  
f rom Christ .   

God has blessed our t imes together.   We have been loving each other 
through this  intent ional  format and are confident that  our decis ions to 
abide in Chr ist  through business wi l l  cont inue to bear f ru i t .”  

What does Godly fru i t  look l ike? 

I t  looks l ike the church unit ing IN Chr ist  to glor i fy  Him so that  the world 
may know that Jesus was sent by the Father !

Jesus prayed:
“ I  do not ask for  these only,  but  a lso for  those who wi l l  bel ieve in me 
through their  word,  that  they may al l  be one,  just  as you,  Father,  are in me,  
and I  in  you,  that  they also may be in us,  so that  the world may bel ieve 
that  you have sent me.  The glor y that  you have given me I  have given to 
them, that  they may be one even as we are one,  I  in  them and you in me,  
that  they may become per fect ly  one,  so that  the world may know that you 
sent me and loved them even as you loved me’  John 17:20-23

As we read the l ist  of  behaviors and results  of  abiding in Chr ist ,  we wi l l  
not ice that  some don’t  yet  apply to us.  I t  can be frustrat ing when we 
not ice that  our f ru i t  is  growing s low.  Good news!   Understanding this  
real i ty  wi l l  cause the repentance,  humil i ty  and awareness that  we need.   
Let’s  turn to Jesus and abide in Him. His power is  made per fect  in our 
weakness.

“ I f  we say we have no s in ,  we deceive ourselves,  and the truth is  not  in us.  
I f  we confess our s ins,  he is  fa i thful  and just  to forgive us our s ins and to 
c leanse us from al l  unr ighteousness.”  1John 1:8-9

And,  when we do abide,  we get out  of  our own way and let  the creator  of  
the universe grow frui t  through us!

How would you descr ibe the results  of  abiding in Jesus?

What quest ions do you have?

Take the answers to the previous two quest ions and turn them into a 
writ ten prayer to God.

Ask God to br ing to your mind who he wants you to disc iple (pray for,  
meet with,  and encourage to abide in Chr ist ) .  

Who comes to mind? 

What is  an act ion you can take? Before we address the quest ion,  let ’s  pray with King David through Psalm 
145.  Pray as you read:

“ I  wi l l  extol  you,  my God and King,
and bless your name forever and ever.
Ever y day I  wi l l  b less you
and praise your name forever and ever.
Great  is  the Lord,  and great ly  to be praised,
and his  greatness is  unsearchable.

One generat ion shal l  commend your works to another,
and shal l  declare your mighty acts.
On the glor ious splendor of  your majesty,
and on your wondrous works,  I  wi l l  meditate.
They shal l  speak of  the might of  your awesome deeds,
and I  wi l l  declare your greatness.
They shal l  pour for th the fame of  your abundant goodness
and shal l  s ing aloud of  your r ighteousness.

The Lord is  gracious and merci fu l ,
s low to anger and abounding in steadfast  love.
The Lord is  good to a l l ,
and his  mercy is  over a l l  that  he has made.”

What does King David mean when he says that  God’s greatness is  
unsearchable?

Guided by Psalm 145,  l ist  at  least  four of  God’s at tr ibutes.

Please pray with us:

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing.  I  accept your 
invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you want to give.   
Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your wi l l .   In  Jesus’  
Name.  Amen.”

IS  ABIDING PASSIVE?

Absolutely not .  

Then the people said to Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the works 
of  God?” He answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you bel ieve 
in Him whom He has sent .”  John 6:28-29

God has cal led His people to bel ieve IN Him. Bel ief  requires act ion.  One 
can bel ieve for  a moment without act ing.  But ,  over t ime,  bel ief  and act ion 
are inseparable.  

I t  takes effor t  to bel ieve.  I t  takes for t i tude to push away obstacles that  
cause us to not  ‘bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent’.   Our s in nature,  the 
worldly system, and the devi l  a l l  oppose God.   There is  nothing passive 
about bel ieving and abiding.   Abiding IN Chr ist  is  act ive and di l igent bel ief  
that  we can only re ly on God.  Praise God!  He is  ready to empower us to do 
so.

Do you bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent?  Many Chr ist ians wi l l  answer,  
“Most of  the t ime.”   

In  fu l l  t ransparency before God,  confess what you don’t  bel ieve about His 
c la ims.  He is  not  surpr ised by our unbel ief.  He knows.  Write a prayer 
asking for  Him to suppor t ,  teach,  and correct  you -  giv ing you the gi ft  of  
fa i th as you abide IN HIM.

Remember just  before Chr ist ’s  t r ia l  and crucifixion,  Peter ’s  unbel ief  
caused him to abandon Christ .   Then,  after  the resurrect ion,  Jesus 
restored Peter  to Himself  –  see John 21.

Jesus knows that  we have t imes when we don’t  real ly  bel ieve – our act ions 
communicate our real  bel iefs.   He knows and He loves us anyway.   He is  
cont inual ly  cal l ing to us to fo l low Him.

JESUS IS INVITING US TO ACTIVELY BEAR FRUIT

God can do anything he pleases at  any t ime.   I f  i t  is  His wi l l ,  He can give 
someone that  has never heard of  Jesus a dream that  prompts that  person 
to seek Him. He can create another universe.  Nothing hinders Him.  
Therefore,  as you read the fo l lowing message,  don’t  hear that  God is  
l imited.   He is  not .   Please hear that  God is invit ing us into the most 
abundant oppor tunity and blessing of our l ives .

I t  is  cr i t ical ly  impor tant to understand that  abiding IN Jesus is  act ive and 
di l igent re l iance on God.  God has chosen us to par t ic ipate with Him in 
act ing-out His wi l l  on ear th -  to bear f ru i t  by the power He gives us.   That 
work (bel ieving and abiding IN Him) and the result  (bear ing frui t )  wi l l  not  
be done sole ly by Jesus.  God,  in His per fect ion,  has chosen to share a 
heavenly responsibi l i ty  with His people.  That is  the bear ing of  Godly fru i t .   
He has given us the responsibi l i ty,  oppor tunity,  and blessing of  
f ru i t-bear ing.  Abiding is  not  passive.

Andrew Murray writes (paraphrased) :
“Without the v ine ( Jesus)  the branch (bel ievers)  can do nothing.  The 
branch owes ever ything to the v ine:  i ts  place in the v ineyard,  i ts  l i fe  and 
i ts  f ru i t fu lness.   And so,  the Lord says,  “Without me,  you can do nothing.”   
Each day,  the bel iever can be pleasing to God only in what he does 
through the power of  Chr ist  dwel l ing in him.  The dai ly  in-flowing of  the 
l i fe-sap of  the Holy Spir i t  is  h is  only power to bear f ru i t .  He l ives a lone in 
Him and is  completely dependent on Him alone.

Without the branch the v ine can also do nothing.  A vine without branches 
can bear no frui t .   The vine is  total ly  dependent on the branch as the 
branch is  completely dependent on the v ine.   This is the wonder ful  
condescension (voluntary descent from one's rank) of Jesus,  that just 
as His people are dependent on Him, He has made Himself  dependent 
on them. He has chosen that ,  without His disc iples,  He cannot dispense 
His blessing to the world;  He cannot offer  s inners the grapes of  the heav-
enly Canaan.  Don’t  th ink of  th is  as new or astonishing.   Jesus did this  
Himself.  This is  the high honor which He has cal led His redeemed disciple .   
As cr i t ical  as He is  to them in heaven ( from Him their  f ru i t  is  found) ,  they 
are just  as indispensable to Him on ear th ( through them His fru i t  is  found) .   
Bel ievers,  meditate on this ,  unt i l  your soul  bows to worship God – His 
majesty and the myster y of  the per fect  union between Christ  and the 
bel iever.

There is more:  as neither the vine nor the branch is anything without 
the other,  so is neither anything except to serve the other – each is for 

the other.”

God’s purposes and plans wi l l  be done with or  without us.   He does not 
need us.   But ,  because of  His love for  us,  God is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate 
in the heavenly work of  redeeming His creat ion – for  His glor y and our 
good.

Please write your response or  quest ions to the messages above:

Our act ive work bears frui t  f rom the outgrowth of  a healthy,  v igorous l i fe  
IN Chr ist  -  the Spir i t  and power of  Chr ist  l iv ing and working IN us.  That 
power works effectively through us when our main effor ts are toward 
maintaining an int imate dialogue with our Lord.   As He flows into us,  our  
work of  bel ieving wi l l  bear f ru i t  in  God’s wi l l .   We are not pipes,  in  the 
sense that ,  as a pipe carr ies water,  i t  does not dr ink of  i t .   We are l ike 
branches – act ively involved.   In  order to bear f ru i t ,  the sap of  the v ine 
( Jesus)  must first  enter  the branch (us)  so that  the branch is  nour ished and 
strengthened.  At the same t ime,  the Gardener (God the Father )  prunes 
and shapes the branch to be more effect ive.   Then,  upon direct ion from 
Christ  and empowered by Him, we become par t ic ipants in the creat ion of  
Godly fru i t .

John 14:12-14
“Truly,  t ru ly,  I  say to you,  whoever bel ieves in me wil l  also do the works 
that I  do;  and greater works than these wil l  he do,  because I  am going 
to the Father.  Whatever you ask in my name,  this  I  wi l l  do,  that  the Father 
may be glor ified in the Son.  I f  you ask me anything in my name,  I  wi l l  do 
i t .”  

Please l ist  Jesus’  promises out l ined in John 14:12-14 above:

PASSIVE?

15 mi les east  of  Por t  Au Pr ince,  100 yards off  the main east-west road 
going to the Dominican Republ ic  s i ts  Foundat ion de Ebenezer.   I t ’s  a 
ministr y hub;  a source of  l ight  containing a school ,  c l in ic ,  orphan homes,  
guest  house,  and church ser ving one of  the tougher communit ies in Hait i .   
Ebenezer was bui l t  by Pastor  Claude Mondesir.   God was the architect .

Years before the ear thquake,  God had given Claude a v is ion for  th is  
ministr y.   Specifical ly,  he saw a v is ion of  a new church with a t in roof  and 
a basement .   T in roofs are considered cheap,  and basements are a lmost 
unheard of  in Hait i .   Claude relented and bui l t  the basement but refused 
to make God’s House on the cheap.   He would bui ld a concrete roof,  but  i t  
d idn’t  hold.   Par t  of  the roof  fe l l  in .   Humbled,  Claude was glad that  no one 
died and finished the construct ion as directed.   The church stood with a 
t in roof  and a basement ,  which Claude tr ied to use for  var ious purposes 
that  never stuck .   F inal ly,  he just  left  the basement empty.

Januar y 12th,  2010,  the largest  ear thquake in more than 100 years struck 
Hait i .   In  less than a minute,  c lose to 200,000 people died and 2,000,000 
were displaced,  hungr y and homeless.   The internat ional  community 
wanted to respond,  but  i t  was di fficult .   With the seapor t  and the airpor t  
damaged,  i t  seemed as i f  there was no way to get  help to the people,  but  
for  those who knew the countr y,  the back door was open.

On Januar y 15th,  GO Project ,  a  ministr y par tner of  Claude's,  brought a 
semi-truck from the Dominican Republ ic  to Hait i .   The 18-wheeler  was 
fil led with food,  water,  and suppl ies,  but  where could they unload?  Where 
was there a secure,  dr y,  accessible storage center  that  could receive such 
a large shipment?

Pastor  Claude’s church basement .

The semi unloaded.   In  the evenings,  when the c i ty s lept ,  other local  
pastors backed up whatever vehic le they could find.   Dump trucks,  p ick-up 
trucks,  and cars fi l led to capacity left  Claude’s proper ty and distr ibuted 
food to thousands of  people s leeping in church parking lots.   I t  was a 
scene that  repeated i tsel f  scores of  t imes over the next three months.   I t  
was seen in the mind of  God long before;  shared with Pastor  Claude in his  
abiding re lat ionship with Jesus.

This is  a dramatic  example of  abiding IN Jesus,  bel ieving Him, and trust ing 
His leading.   Just  because the stor y is  unusual ,  p lease don’t  d ismiss the 
message.   God,  in His per fect  wisdom, has decided to let  you and me,  as 

His fo l lowers,  be the ones that  bear the frui t .  He has determined that  
bear ing frui t  is  our  ro le .  Jesus’  ro le is  to prompt and empower us by His 
Spir i t  as we abide IN HIM. 
 
We al l  enjoy specia l  stor ies,  but  i t  is  just  as specia l  and frui t fu l  to forgive 
offenses,  love the di fficult  person,  pray for  miracles,  receive God’s joy 
when circumstances are chal lenging,  and be pat ient  and fa i thful  and 
gent le and sel f-control led.   By this ,  our  Father God is  glor ified;  we bear 
much frui t  and prove to be His disc iples.  

How does that  make you feel?

Write your prayer :
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Keith Getty and Stuar t  Townsend’s song In  Chr ist  Alone  g ives us 
answers:

Scr ipture a lso gives us guidance.   

Psalm 1:1-4
“Blessed is  the man who walks not  in the counsel  of  the wicked,  nor 
stands in the way of  s inners,  nor  s i ts  in the seat  of  scoffers ;  but  his  
del ight  is  in the law of  the Lord,  and on his  law he meditates day and 
night .

He is  l ike a tree planted by streams of  water  that  y ie lds i ts  f ru i t  in  i ts  
season,  and i ts  leaf  does not wither.  In  a l l  that  he does,  he prospers.  The 
wicked are not  so,  but  are l ike chaff  that  the wind dr ives away.”

Galat ians 5:22
“The frui t  of  the Spir i t  is  love,  joy,  peace,  pat ience,  k indness,  goodness,  
fa i thfulness,  gent leness,  sel f-control…” 

What happens when we abide?

We love.
“… love one another :  just  as I  have loved you,  you also are to love one 
another.  By this  a l l  people wi l l  know that  you are my disciples,  i f  you have 
love for  one another.”  John 13:34-35

We rest  –  knowing that  God is  in control .

Bob’s Stor y:
“As I  was on my way to meet a fr iend,  my fr iend’s bl ind-spot was c i rc l ing 
in my mind.  I  was thinking,  “He doesn’t  see the damage he is  doing.”   This 
happens frequent ly with me.   The formula is  th is :  God reveals to me a s in 
or  bl ind-spot in my l i fe ,  then He lovingly guides me to address i t .   Then,  I  
see the same issue in ever yone else.   Out of  s incere desire to help,  I  want 
to say something.  But ,  often,  my s incere desire to help is  not  helpful .   
Knowing that  I  have this  chal lenge,  I  was wrest l ing with the decis ion to 
say something or  not .   Thankful ly,  God prompted me to s imply come into 
Him and rest  –  Jesus is  my fr iend’s Lord and del iverer,  not  me.  
 
As I  was enter ing the cafe to meet my fr iend,  I  was “r ight”  with my fr iend 
and rest ing in Jesus.   I  was there only to be a fr iend and let  h im invite me 
into his  l i fe  on his  terms.   As we were ta lk ing,  my fr iend said,  “God has 
been showing me some stuff  in  my l i fe  that  I  need to change.”  And,  he 
descr ibed to me the things which I  was concerned about .   The same sin I  
was fleeing from.  He asked me to pray for  h im.   He did not  ask me for  fur-
ther help.   Praise God!  I f  I  had not taken my concern to Jesus and remained 
in Him, I  would have said too much.   God is  per fect ly  capable to care for  
my fr iend,  bear ing frui t  in  his  l i fe  without my help.”

We pray.
“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Th 5:16-18

Take a moment now and pray – s i lent ly,  out- loud,  or  writ ten.

Our prayers are answered.  
“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples”.  John 15:7-8

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:
“God healed me.   Even saying the words was odd to me at  first .   Why?  I  
th ink I ’m skept ical .  

I  went to a prayer tra in ing seminar at  our church.   Before i t  star ted,  I  had 
to go into the k i tchen to see what Ben was cooking up for  the meal .   He is  
not  only a great  cook but a vars i ty encourager.   As I  looked around,  I  
real ized there was not one thing there that  I  could eat .   I  had al lergies to 
food.   Lots of  d i f ferent food.

I t  star ted in high school ,  I  would get  s ick and throw up,  become dizzy and 
my balance was off.   I t  turned out that  my s inuses were severely c logged.   
The doctor  tr ied to i r r igate them but my face just  fi l led with water.   He 
sent me home with some solut ion to help break i t  up.   The next day,  
ever ything came out .   This star ted a 34-year struggle with s inus 
infect ions.   

For  10 years,  I  had infect ions chronical ly.   When our second son was born,  
he had terr ib le ear  infect ions.   After  he had ear tubes,  he got s inus 
infect ions.   I  thought i t  was just  par t  of  our physiology.   The doctors 
wanted to put our l i t t le  2-year-old son on low-level  ant ib iot ics fu l l  t ime.   I  
knew there had to be a better  way.   I  went to my women’s bible study and 
asked them to pray.   Al l  the sudden,  I  real ized the t iming of  h is  infect ions 
connected to the t ime when I  had star ted him on dair y.   I  took him off  dair y 
products and he was a new boy!   To help him accept his  a l lergy,  I  took the 
whole fami ly of f  dair y.   Two weeks later,  I  went to my aunt’s  house and 
had lasagna.   Sure enough,  I  got  a s inus infect ion.   I ,  too,  had a problem 
with dair y.

So,  I  e l iminated i t  f rom our diet .   There have been innumerable awkward 
exper iences at  f r iend’s houses explaining why we couldn’t  eat  the 
wonder ful  meal  that  had been lovingly made for  us.   I t  was hard but i t  
real ly  helped my health.   Instead of  8 or  more s inuses infect ions a year,  I  
only got  2 or  3.

Each infect ion came with ant ibiot ics.   30 years of  ant ib iot ics.   At  one 
point ,  John told me my constant fat igue was not normal .   A few hours after  
ever y meal ,  I  just  wanted to go to s leep.    I  went to a bunch of  di f ferent 
doctors and did e l iminat ion diets and al l  k inds of  other treatments.   I  
real ized by tr ia l  and error,  that  I  real ly  had trouble with yeast ,  tomatoes 
and lemons.   For  the last  few years,  I  have stayed away from those too.   I  
actual ly  fe l t  better.

But ,  I  st i l l  could not fe l lowship over food.   I  d idn’t  l ike going out to dinner,  

even to celebrate an event ,  because I  got  real ly  s ick .   Ever y t ime.   

Two months ago,  I  had a post  hol iday par ty s inus infect ion.   Frank Brown 
prayed for  me and thought that  i t  was a spir i tual  at tack .   I  had never 
thought about i t  that  way,   I  just  a lways thought i t  was physical .

So,  at  the prayer tra in ing,  after  fast ing,  I  real ly  wanted to eat  and 
celebrate with ever yone.   I  went upstairs  and these beaut i fu l  strangers 
prayed for  me.   Here’s  where i t  gets weird.   I  got  a quick mental  p icture in 
my mind of  what I  can only descr ibe as a demon tape worm in my stomach.   
Not scar y but just  r ight  at  home.   I  to ld the prayer team about i t  and they 
didn’t  th ink I  was completely crazy.   They prayed in the name of  Jesus 
Chr ist  for  the demon to be gone.   I  to ld them I  was going to go downstairs  
and eat  and to please keep praying because I  am afraid of  food.

I  went back downstairs  to the seminar for  a quest ion and answer t ime and 
my neck star ted feel ing l ike my lymph nodes were being flushed -  
contract ing and releasing.

I  went and ate.   Biscuits  and gravy!   (Homemade dair y goodness! )  I  went 
to Panera the next day and had a sandwich with cheese and tomatoes.   I  
baked bread and ate a lmost the whole loaf.   I  went to a Royals game and 
had a hot  dog with ever ything on i t .  (So good!)   I  ate ice cream 
sandwiches.   I  went out  to dinner with an old fr iend last  n ight and ate 
ever ything that  was ordered.   I t  was so much fun to par t ic ipate in the 
meal .   

People have asked i f  i t  has stuck and i f  I ’m st i l l  healed.   Even in my own 
doubts,  I  am.  

Praise God and Thank You.  Thank You.  Thank You.

I t  is  a miracle .   My husband says I  actual ly  breathe through my nose when 
I  s leep.  I  have so much energy!  I  a lways wondered how people got so 
much done.  The funniest  par t  is  I  had not real ized how emotional ly  taxing 
i t  was navigat ing what food I  could eat  and how to respond to fr iends 
when I  couldn’t  eat .   I  feel  f ree.”

Since you have accepted the oppor tunity to abide in Chr ist ,  what have you 
been praying for?

Give Him praise for  the answered prayers!

Regarding the unanswered prayers,  take a moment ,  accept His invitat ion 
to Abide In Him, seek His wi l l  for  the s i tuat ion,  pray and pet i t ion Him 
again.  He has promised,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  
ask whatever you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.”  John 15:7

What happens when we abide in Jesus?

We have hopeful  joy.  
“These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my joy may be in you,  and that  
your joy may be ful l .”  John 15:11 

Brother Lawrence’s Stor y from “Pract ic ing the Presence of  God”

“ I  keep my attent ion on God in a s imple,  loving way.   This is  my soul ’s  
secret  exper ience of  the actual ,  unceasing presence of  God…

I am sure my soul  has been with God for  more than thir ty years.  I  consider 
God my King,  against  whom I  have committed al l  sor ts of  cr imes.   
Confessing my s ins to Him and asking Him to forgive me,  I  p lace myself  in  
His hands to do whatever He pleases with me.

This King,  who is  fu l l  of  goodness and mercy,  doesn’t  punish me.  Rather,  
He embraces me lovingly and invites me to eat  at  His table .   He serves me 
Himself  and gives me the keys to His treasur y,  t reat ing me as His favor i te .   
He convenes with me without ment ioning ei ther  my s ins or  His 
forgiveness.   My former habits are seemingly forgotten.   Although I  beg 
Him to do whatever He wishes with me,  He does nothing but caress me.   
This is  what being in His holy presence is  l ike .

My day-to-day l i fe  consists of  giv ing God my s imple,  loving at tent ion.   I f  I  
am distracted,  He cal ls  me back in tones that  are supernatural ly  
beaut i fu l .”

We have di fficult  t imes whi le God prunes us.
“Ever y branch that  does bear f ru i t  he prunes,  that  i t  may bear more frui t .”  
John 15:2

We wi l l  ser ve the needy.  
“Rel igion that  God our Father accepts as pure and fault less is  th is :  to look 
after  orphans and widows in their  d istress and to keep oneself  f rom being 
pol luted by the world.”

We are not s in less,  but  we s in less and less.
“You,  however,  are control led not by the flesh,  but  by the Spir i t ,  i f  the 
Spir i t  of  God l ives in you.”  Romans 8:9

We have supernatural  “ l ight”.
“ I  am the l ight  of  the world.  Whoever fo l lows me wi l l  not  walk in darkness,  
but  wi l l  have the l ight  of  l i fe .”  John 8:12.  

We are generous.
“for  in a severe test  of  afflict ion,  their  abundance of  joy and their  extreme 
pover ty have over flowed in a wealth of  generosity on their  par t .”  
2 Cor inthians 8:2

We are protected dur ing the storms of  l i fe .
“Blessed is  the man who trusts in the Lord,  whose trust  is  the Lord.  He is  
l ike a tree planted by water,  that  sends out i ts  roots by the stream, and 
does not fear  when heat comes,  for  i ts  leaves remain green,  and is  not  
anxious in the year of  drought ,  for  i t  does not cease to bear f ru i t .”  
Jeremiah 17:7-8

We stop str iv ing to be accepted by God because we are a lready accepted 
as His adopted chi ldren.
“ In love he predest ined us for  adopt ion to sonship through Jesus Chr ist ,  in  
accordance with his  pleasure and wi l l .”  Ephesians 1:5

We stand firm when chal lenged by evi l .
“Therefore take up the whole armor of  God,  that  you may be able to 
withstand in the evi l  day,  and having done al l ,  to stand firm.”  Ephesians 
6:13

We make disciples.
And Jesus came and said to them, “Al l  author i ty in heaven and on ear th 
has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of  a l l  nat ions,  
bapt iz ing them in the name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy 
Spir i t ,  teaching them to obser ve al l  that  I  have commanded you.  And 
behold,  I  am with you always,  to the end of  the age.”  Matthew 28:18-20

John’s Stor y:
“As I  was praying about Jesus’  invitat ion to abide in Him, I  was asking Him 
what i t  means to bear f ru i t .   Jesus is  promising that  I  would bear f ru i t  i f  I  
abide in Him.  How wi l l  I  know when frui t  is  growing?  Jesus’  final  ear thly 
command to us was to “Go make disciples”.   I t  is  obviously His wi l l  for  us 
to do so.   My next thought was,  “Who am I  encouraging to mature as a 
disc iple of  Chr ist?”   At the t ime,  I  was not reaching out to anyone in an 
intent ional  way,  but  I  was meet ing i r regular ly  with several  young 
Christ ian business owners to discuss chal lenges and ideas.  God led me to 
gather a l l  of  them together regular ly  to discuss how to abide in Chr ist  
through our ro les as business owners and aspir ing Godly leaders.  We 
discuss how our goals,  h i r ing and fir ing,  taking business r isk ,  and 
fami ly-work-church pr ior i t ies need to be processed through the command 
for  us to abide in Chr ist .   Our decis ions in the work-place are not  apar t  
f rom Christ .   

God has blessed our t imes together.   We have been loving each other 
through this  intent ional  format and are confident that  our decis ions to 
abide in Chr ist  through business wi l l  cont inue to bear f ru i t .”  

What does Godly fru i t  look l ike? 

I t  looks l ike the church unit ing IN Chr ist  to glor i fy  Him so that  the world 
may know that Jesus was sent by the Father !

Jesus prayed:
“ I  do not ask for  these only,  but  a lso for  those who wi l l  bel ieve in me 
through their  word,  that  they may al l  be one,  just  as you,  Father,  are in me,  
and I  in  you,  that  they also may be in us,  so that  the world may bel ieve 
that  you have sent me.  The glor y that  you have given me I  have given to 
them, that  they may be one even as we are one,  I  in  them and you in me,  
that  they may become per fect ly  one,  so that  the world may know that you 
sent me and loved them even as you loved me’  John 17:20-23

As we read the l ist  of  behaviors and results  of  abiding in Chr ist ,  we wi l l  
not ice that  some don’t  yet  apply to us.  I t  can be frustrat ing when we 
not ice that  our f ru i t  is  growing s low.  Good news!   Understanding this  
real i ty  wi l l  cause the repentance,  humil i ty  and awareness that  we need.   
Let’s  turn to Jesus and abide in Him. His power is  made per fect  in our 
weakness.

“ I f  we say we have no s in ,  we deceive ourselves,  and the truth is  not  in us.  
I f  we confess our s ins,  he is  fa i thful  and just  to forgive us our s ins and to 
c leanse us from al l  unr ighteousness.”  1John 1:8-9

And,  when we do abide,  we get out  of  our own way and let  the creator  of  
the universe grow fruit  through us!

How would you descr ibe the results  of  abiding in Jesus?

What quest ions do you have?

Take the answers to the previous two quest ions and turn them into a 
writ ten prayer to God.

Ask God to br ing to your mind who he wants you to disc iple (pray for,  
meet with,  and encourage to abide in Chr ist ) .  

Who comes to mind? 

What is  an act ion you can take? Before we address the quest ion,  let ’s  pray with King David through Psalm 
145.  Pray as you read:

“ I  wi l l  extol  you,  my God and King,
and bless your name forever and ever.
Ever y day I  wi l l  b less you
and praise your name forever and ever.
Great  is  the Lord,  and great ly  to be praised,
and his  greatness is  unsearchable.

One generat ion shal l  commend your works to another,
and shal l  declare your mighty acts.
On the glor ious splendor of  your majesty,
and on your wondrous works,  I  wi l l  meditate.
They shal l  speak of  the might of  your awesome deeds,
and I  wi l l  declare your greatness.
They shal l  pour for th the fame of  your abundant goodness
and shal l  s ing aloud of  your r ighteousness.

The Lord is  gracious and merci fu l ,
s low to anger and abounding in steadfast  love.
The Lord is  good to a l l ,
and his  mercy is  over a l l  that  he has made.”

What does King David mean when he says that  God’s greatness is  
unsearchable?

Guided by Psalm 145,  l ist  at  least  four of  God’s at tr ibutes.

Please pray with us:

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing.  I  accept your 
invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you want to give.   
Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your wi l l .   In  Jesus’  
Name.  Amen.”

IS  ABIDING PASSIVE?

Absolutely not .  

Then the people said to Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the works 
of  God?” He answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you bel ieve 
in Him whom He has sent .”  John 6:28-29

God has cal led His people to bel ieve IN Him. Bel ief  requires act ion.  One 
can bel ieve for  a moment without act ing.  But ,  over t ime,  bel ief  and act ion 
are inseparable.  

I t  takes effor t  to bel ieve.  I t  takes for t i tude to push away obstacles that  
cause us to not  ‘bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent’.   Our s in nature,  the 
worldly system, and the devi l  a l l  oppose God.   There is  nothing passive 
about bel ieving and abiding.   Abiding IN Chr ist  is  act ive and di l igent bel ief  
that  we can only re ly on God.  Praise God!  He is  ready to empower us to do 
so.

Do you bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent?  Many Chr ist ians wi l l  answer,  
“Most of  the t ime.”   

In  fu l l  t ransparency before God,  confess what you don’t  bel ieve about His 
c la ims.  He is  not  surpr ised by our unbel ief.  He knows.  Write a prayer 
asking for  Him to suppor t ,  teach,  and correct  you -  giv ing you the gi ft  of  
fa i th as you abide IN HIM.

Remember just  before Chr ist ’s  t r ia l  and crucifixion,  Peter ’s  unbel ief  
caused him to abandon Christ .   Then,  after  the resurrect ion,  Jesus 
restored Peter  to Himself  –  see John 21.

Jesus knows that  we have t imes when we don’t  real ly  bel ieve – our act ions 
communicate our real  bel iefs.   He knows and He loves us anyway.   He is  
cont inual ly  cal l ing to us to fo l low Him.

JESUS IS INVITING US TO ACTIVELY BEAR FRUIT

God can do anything he pleases at  any t ime.   I f  i t  is  His wi l l ,  He can give 
someone that  has never heard of  Jesus a dream that  prompts that  person 
to seek Him. He can create another universe.  Nothing hinders Him.  
Therefore,  as you read the fo l lowing message,  don’t  hear that  God is  
l imited.   He is  not .   Please hear that  God is invit ing us into the most 
abundant oppor tunity and blessing of our l ives .

I t  is  cr i t ical ly  impor tant to understand that  abiding IN Jesus is  act ive and 
di l igent re l iance on God.  God has chosen us to par t ic ipate with Him in 
act ing-out His wi l l  on ear th -  to bear f ru i t  by the power He gives us.   That 
work (bel ieving and abiding IN Him) and the result  (bear ing frui t )  wi l l  not  
be done sole ly by Jesus.  God,  in His per fect ion,  has chosen to share a 
heavenly responsibi l i ty  with His people.  That is  the bear ing of  Godly fru i t .   
He has given us the responsibi l i ty,  oppor tunity,  and blessing of  
f ru i t-bear ing.  Abiding is  not  passive.

Andrew Murray writes (paraphrased) :
“Without the v ine ( Jesus)  the branch (bel ievers)  can do nothing.  The 
branch owes ever ything to the v ine:  i ts  place in the v ineyard,  i ts  l i fe  and 
i ts  f ru i t fu lness.   And so,  the Lord says,  “Without me,  you can do nothing.”   
Each day,  the bel iever can be pleasing to God only in what he does 
through the power of  Chr ist  dwel l ing in him.  The dai ly  in-flowing of  the 
l i fe-sap of  the Holy Spir i t  is  h is  only power to bear f ru i t .  He l ives a lone in 
Him and is  completely dependent on Him alone.

Without the branch the v ine can also do nothing.  A vine without branches 
can bear no frui t .   The vine is  total ly  dependent on the branch as the 
branch is  completely dependent on the v ine.   This is the wonder ful  
condescension (voluntary descent from one's rank) of Jesus,  that just 
as His people are dependent on Him, He has made Himself  dependent 
on them. He has chosen that ,  without His disc iples,  He cannot dispense 
His blessing to the world;  He cannot offer  s inners the grapes of  the heav-
enly Canaan.  Don’t  th ink of  th is  as new or astonishing.   Jesus did this  
Himself.  This is  the high honor which He has cal led His redeemed disciple .   
As cr i t ical  as He is  to them in heaven ( from Him their  f ru i t  is  found) ,  they 
are just  as indispensable to Him on ear th ( through them His fru i t  is  found) .   
Bel ievers,  meditate on this ,  unt i l  your soul  bows to worship God – His 
majesty and the myster y of  the per fect  union between Christ  and the 
bel iever.

There is more:  as neither the vine nor the branch is anything without 
the other,  so is neither anything except to serve the other – each is for 

the other.”

God’s purposes and plans wi l l  be done with or  without us.   He does not 
need us.   But ,  because of  His love for  us,  God is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate 
in the heavenly work of  redeeming His creat ion – for  His glor y and our 
good.

Please write your response or  quest ions to the messages above:

Our act ive work bears fru i t  f rom the outgrowth of  a healthy,  v igorous l i fe  
IN Chr ist  -  the Spir i t  and power of  Chr ist  l iv ing and working IN us.  That 
power works effectively through us when our main effor ts are toward 
maintaining an int imate dialogue with our Lord.   As He flows into us,  our  
work of  bel ieving wi l l  bear f ru i t  in  God’s wi l l .   We are not pipes,  in  the 
sense that ,  as a pipe carr ies water,  i t  does not dr ink of  i t .   We are l ike 
branches – act ively involved.   In  order to bear f ru i t ,  the sap of  the v ine 
( Jesus)  must first  enter  the branch (us)  so that  the branch is  nour ished and 
strengthened.  At the same t ime,  the Gardener (God the Father )  prunes 
and shapes the branch to be more effect ive.   Then,  upon direct ion from 
Christ  and empowered by Him, we become par t ic ipants in the creat ion of  
Godly fru i t .

John 14:12-14
“Truly,  t ru ly,  I  say to you,  whoever bel ieves in me wil l  also do the works 
that I  do;  and greater works than these wil l  he do,  because I  am going 
to the Father.  Whatever you ask in my name,  this  I  wi l l  do,  that  the Father 
may be glor ified in the Son.  I f  you ask me anything in my name,  I  wi l l  do 
i t .”  

Please l ist  Jesus’  promises out l ined in John 14:12-14 above:

PASSIVE?

15 mi les east  of  Por t  Au Pr ince,  100 yards off  the main east-west road 
going to the Dominican Republ ic  s i ts  Foundat ion de Ebenezer.   I t ’s  a 
ministr y hub;  a source of  l ight  containing a school ,  c l in ic ,  orphan homes,  
guest  house,  and church ser ving one of  the tougher communit ies in Hait i .   
Ebenezer was bui l t  by Pastor  Claude Mondesir.   God was the architect .

Years before the ear thquake,  God had given Claude a v is ion for  th is  
ministr y.   Specifical ly,  he saw a v is ion of  a new church with a t in roof  and 
a basement .   T in roofs are considered cheap,  and basements are a lmost 
unheard of  in Hait i .   Claude relented and bui l t  the basement but refused 
to make God’s House on the cheap.   He would bui ld a concrete roof,  but  i t  
d idn’t  hold.   Par t  of  the roof  fe l l  in .   Humbled,  Claude was glad that  no one 
died and finished the construct ion as directed.   The church stood with a 
t in roof  and a basement ,  which Claude tr ied to use for  var ious purposes 
that  never stuck .   F inal ly,  he just  left  the basement empty.

Januar y 12th,  2010,  the largest  ear thquake in more than 100 years struck 
Hait i .   In  less than a minute,  c lose to 200,000 people died and 2,000,000 
were displaced,  hungr y and homeless.   The internat ional  community 
wanted to respond,  but  i t  was di fficult .   With the seapor t  and the airpor t  
damaged,  i t  seemed as i f  there was no way to get  help to the people,  but  
for  those who knew the countr y,  the back door was open.

On Januar y 15th,  GO Project ,  a  ministr y par tner of  Claude's,  brought a 
semi-truck from the Dominican Republ ic  to Hait i .   The 18-wheeler  was 
fil led with food,  water,  and suppl ies,  but  where could they unload?  Where 
was there a secure,  dr y,  accessible storage center  that  could receive such 
a large shipment?

Pastor  Claude’s church basement .

The semi unloaded.   In  the evenings,  when the c i ty s lept ,  other local  
pastors backed up whatever vehic le they could find.   Dump trucks,  p ick-up 
trucks,  and cars fi l led to capacity left  Claude’s proper ty and distr ibuted 
food to thousands of  people s leeping in church parking lots.   I t  was a 
scene that  repeated i tsel f  scores of  t imes over the next three months.   I t  
was seen in the mind of  God long before;  shared with Pastor  Claude in his  
abiding re lat ionship with Jesus.

This is  a dramatic  example of  abiding IN Jesus,  bel ieving Him, and trust ing 
His leading.   Just  because the stor y is  unusual ,  p lease don’t  d ismiss the 
message.   God,  in His per fect  wisdom, has decided to let  you and me,  as 

His fo l lowers,  be the ones that  bear the frui t .  He has determined that  
bear ing frui t  is  our ro le .  Jesus’  ro le is  to prompt and empower us by His 
Spir i t  as we abide IN HIM. 
 
We al l  enjoy specia l  stor ies,  but  i t  is  just  as specia l  and frui t fu l  to forgive 
offenses,  love the di fficult  person,  pray for  miracles,  receive God’s joy 
when circumstances are chal lenging,  and be pat ient  and fa i thful  and 
gent le and sel f-control led.   By this ,  our  Father God is  glor ified;  we bear 
much frui t  and prove to be His disc iples.  

How does that  make you feel?

Write your prayer :

39 ABIDE IN JESUS  |  HIS INVITATION



Keith Getty and Stuar t  Townsend’s song In  Chr ist  Alone  g ives us 
answers:

Scr ipture a lso gives us guidance.   

Psalm 1:1-4
“Blessed is  the man who walks not  in the counsel  of  the wicked,  nor 
stands in the way of  s inners,  nor  s i ts  in the seat  of  scoffers ;  but  his  
del ight  is  in the law of  the Lord,  and on his  law he meditates day and 
night .

He is  l ike a tree planted by streams of  water  that  y ie lds i ts  f ru i t  in  i ts  
season,  and i ts  leaf  does not wither.  In  a l l  that  he does,  he prospers.  The 
wicked are not  so,  but  are l ike chaff  that  the wind dr ives away.”

Galat ians 5:22
“The frui t  of  the Spir i t  is  love,  joy,  peace,  pat ience,  k indness,  goodness,  
fa i thfulness,  gent leness,  sel f-control…” 

What happens when we abide?

We love.
“… love one another :  just  as I  have loved you,  you also are to love one 
another.  By this  a l l  people wi l l  know that  you are my disciples,  i f  you have 
love for  one another.”  John 13:34-35

We rest  –  knowing that  God is  in control .

Bob’s Stor y:
“As I  was on my way to meet a fr iend,  my fr iend’s bl ind-spot was c i rc l ing 
in my mind.  I  was thinking,  “He doesn’t  see the damage he is  doing.”   This 
happens frequent ly with me.   The formula is  th is :  God reveals to me a s in 
or  bl ind-spot in my l i fe ,  then He lovingly guides me to address i t .   Then,  I  
see the same issue in ever yone else.   Out of  s incere desire to help,  I  want 
to say something.  But ,  often,  my s incere desire to help is  not  helpful .   
Knowing that  I  have this  chal lenge,  I  was wrest l ing with the decis ion to 
say something or  not .   Thankful ly,  God prompted me to s imply come into 
Him and rest  –  Jesus is  my fr iend’s Lord and del iverer,  not  me.  
 
As I  was enter ing the cafe to meet my fr iend,  I  was “r ight”  with my fr iend 
and rest ing in Jesus.   I  was there only to be a fr iend and let  h im invite me 
into his  l i fe  on his  terms.   As we were ta lk ing,  my fr iend said,  “God has 
been showing me some stuff  in  my l i fe  that  I  need to change.”  And,  he 
descr ibed to me the things which I  was concerned about .   The same sin I  
was fleeing from.  He asked me to pray for  h im.   He did not  ask me for  fur-
ther help.   Praise God!  I f  I  had not taken my concern to Jesus and remained 
in Him, I  would have said too much.   God is  per fect ly  capable to care for  
my fr iend,  bear ing frui t  in  his  l i fe  without my help.”

We pray.
“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Th 5:16-18

Take a moment now and pray – s i lent ly,  out- loud,  or  writ ten.

Our prayers are answered.  
“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples”.  John 15:7-8

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:
“God healed me.   Even saying the words was odd to me at  first .   Why?  I  
th ink I ’m skept ical .  

I  went to a prayer tra in ing seminar at  our church.   Before i t  star ted,  I  had 
to go into the k i tchen to see what Ben was cooking up for  the meal .   He is  
not  only a great  cook but a vars i ty encourager.   As I  looked around,  I  
real ized there was not one thing there that  I  could eat .   I  had al lergies to 
food.   Lots of  d i f ferent food.

I t  star ted in high school ,  I  would get  s ick and throw up,  become dizzy and 
my balance was off.   I t  turned out that  my s inuses were severely c logged.   
The doctor  tr ied to i r r igate them but my face just  fi l led with water.   He 
sent me home with some solut ion to help break i t  up.   The next day,  
ever ything came out .   This star ted a 34-year struggle with s inus 
infect ions.   

For  10 years,  I  had infect ions chronical ly.   When our second son was born,  
he had terr ib le ear  infect ions.   After  he had ear tubes,  he got s inus 
infect ions.   I  thought i t  was just  par t  of  our physiology.   The doctors 
wanted to put our l i t t le  2-year-old son on low-level  ant ib iot ics fu l l  t ime.   I  
knew there had to be a better  way.   I  went to my women’s bible study and 
asked them to pray.   Al l  the sudden,  I  real ized the t iming of  h is  infect ions 
connected to the t ime when I  had star ted him on dair y.   I  took him off  dair y 
products and he was a new boy!   To help him accept his  a l lergy,  I  took the 
whole fami ly of f  dair y.   Two weeks later,  I  went to my aunt’s  house and 
had lasagna.   Sure enough,  I  got  a s inus infect ion.   I ,  too,  had a problem 
with dair y.

So,  I  e l iminated i t  f rom our diet .   There have been innumerable awkward 
exper iences at  f r iend’s houses explaining why we couldn’t  eat  the 
wonder ful  meal  that  had been lovingly made for  us.   I t  was hard but i t  
real ly  helped my health.   Instead of  8 or  more s inuses infect ions a year,  I  
only got  2 or  3.

Each infect ion came with ant ibiot ics.   30 years of  ant ib iot ics.   At  one 
point ,  John told me my constant fat igue was not normal .   A few hours after  
ever y meal ,  I  just  wanted to go to s leep.    I  went to a bunch of  di f ferent 
doctors and did e l iminat ion diets and al l  k inds of  other treatments.   I  
real ized by tr ia l  and error,  that  I  real ly  had trouble with yeast ,  tomatoes 
and lemons.   For  the last  few years,  I  have stayed away from those too.   I  
actual ly  fe l t  better.

But ,  I  st i l l  could not fe l lowship over food.   I  d idn’t  l ike going out to dinner,  

even to celebrate an event ,  because I  got  real ly  s ick .   Ever y t ime.   

Two months ago,  I  had a post  hol iday par ty s inus infect ion.   Frank Brown 
prayed for  me and thought that  i t  was a spir i tual  at tack .   I  had never 
thought about i t  that  way,   I  just  a lways thought i t  was physical .

So,  at  the prayer tra in ing,  after  fast ing,  I  real ly  wanted to eat  and 
celebrate with ever yone.   I  went upstairs  and these beaut i fu l  strangers 
prayed for  me.   Here’s  where i t  gets weird.   I  got  a quick mental  p icture in 
my mind of  what I  can only descr ibe as a demon tape worm in my stomach.   
Not scar y but just  r ight  at  home.   I  to ld the prayer team about i t  and they 
didn’t  th ink I  was completely crazy.   They prayed in the name of  Jesus 
Chr ist  for  the demon to be gone.   I  to ld them I  was going to go downstairs  
and eat  and to please keep praying because I  am afraid of  food.

I  went back downstairs  to the seminar for  a quest ion and answer t ime and 
my neck star ted feel ing l ike my lymph nodes were being flushed -  
contract ing and releasing.

I  went and ate.   Biscuits  and gravy!   (Homemade dair y goodness! )  I  went 
to Panera the next day and had a sandwich with cheese and tomatoes.   I  
baked bread and ate a lmost the whole loaf.   I  went to a Royals game and 
had a hot  dog with ever ything on i t .  (So good!)   I  ate ice cream 
sandwiches.   I  went out  to dinner with an old fr iend last  n ight and ate 
ever ything that  was ordered.   I t  was so much fun to par t ic ipate in the 
meal .   

People have asked i f  i t  has stuck and i f  I ’m st i l l  healed.   Even in my own 
doubts,  I  am.  

Praise God and Thank You.  Thank You.  Thank You.

I t  is  a miracle .   My husband says I  actual ly  breathe through my nose when 
I  s leep.  I  have so much energy!  I  a lways wondered how people got so 
much done.  The funniest  par t  is  I  had not real ized how emotional ly  taxing 
i t  was navigat ing what food I  could eat  and how to respond to fr iends 
when I  couldn’t  eat .   I  feel  f ree.”

Since you have accepted the oppor tunity to abide in Chr ist ,  what have you 
been praying for?

Give Him praise for  the answered prayers!

Regarding the unanswered prayers,  take a moment ,  accept His invitat ion 
to Abide In Him, seek His wi l l  for  the s i tuat ion,  pray and pet i t ion Him 
again.  He has promised,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  
ask whatever you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.”  John 15:7

What happens when we abide in Jesus?

We have hopeful  joy.  
“These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my joy may be in you,  and that  
your joy may be ful l .”  John 15:11 

Brother Lawrence’s Stor y from “Pract ic ing the Presence of  God”

“ I  keep my attent ion on God in a s imple,  loving way.   This is  my soul ’s  
secret  exper ience of  the actual ,  unceasing presence of  God…

I am sure my soul  has been with God for  more than thir ty years.  I  consider 
God my King,  against  whom I  have committed al l  sor ts of  cr imes.   
Confessing my s ins to Him and asking Him to forgive me,  I  p lace myself  in  
His hands to do whatever He pleases with me.

This King,  who is  fu l l  of  goodness and mercy,  doesn’t  punish me.  Rather,  
He embraces me lovingly and invites me to eat  at  His table .   He serves me 
Himself  and gives me the keys to His treasur y,  t reat ing me as His favor i te .   
He convenes with me without ment ioning ei ther  my s ins or  His 
forgiveness.   My former habits are seemingly forgotten.   Although I  beg 
Him to do whatever He wishes with me,  He does nothing but caress me.   
This is  what being in His holy presence is  l ike .

My day-to-day l i fe  consists of  giv ing God my s imple,  loving at tent ion.   I f  I  
am distracted,  He cal ls  me back in tones that  are supernatural ly  
beaut i fu l .”

We have di fficult  t imes whi le God prunes us.
“Ever y branch that  does bear f ru i t  he prunes,  that  i t  may bear more frui t .”  
John 15:2

We wi l l  ser ve the needy.  
“Rel igion that  God our Father accepts as pure and fault less is  th is :  to look 
after  orphans and widows in their  d istress and to keep oneself  f rom being 
pol luted by the world.”

We are not s in less,  but  we s in less and less.
“You,  however,  are control led not by the flesh,  but  by the Spir i t ,  i f  the 
Spir i t  of  God l ives in you.”  Romans 8:9

We have supernatural  “ l ight”.
“ I  am the l ight  of  the world.  Whoever fo l lows me wi l l  not  walk in darkness,  
but  wi l l  have the l ight  of  l i fe .”  John 8:12.  

We are generous.
“for  in a severe test  of  afflict ion,  their  abundance of  joy and their  extreme 
pover ty have over flowed in a wealth of  generosity on their  par t .”  
2 Cor inthians 8:2

We are protected dur ing the storms of  l i fe .
“Blessed is  the man who trusts in the Lord,  whose trust  is  the Lord.  He is  
l ike a tree planted by water,  that  sends out i ts  roots by the stream, and 
does not fear  when heat comes,  for  i ts  leaves remain green,  and is  not  
anxious in the year of  drought ,  for  i t  does not cease to bear f ru i t .”  
Jeremiah 17:7-8

We stop str iv ing to be accepted by God because we are a lready accepted 
as His adopted chi ldren.
“ In love he predest ined us for  adopt ion to sonship through Jesus Chr ist ,  in  
accordance with his  pleasure and wi l l .”  Ephesians 1:5

We stand firm when chal lenged by evi l .
“Therefore take up the whole armor of  God,  that  you may be able to 
withstand in the evi l  day,  and having done al l ,  to stand firm.”  Ephesians 
6:13

We make disciples.
And Jesus came and said to them, “Al l  author i ty in heaven and on ear th 
has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of  a l l  nat ions,  
bapt iz ing them in the name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy 
Spir i t ,  teaching them to obser ve al l  that  I  have commanded you.  And 
behold,  I  am with you always,  to the end of  the age.”  Matthew 28:18-20

John’s Stor y:
“As I  was praying about Jesus’  invitat ion to abide in Him, I  was asking Him 
what i t  means to bear f ru i t .   Jesus is  promising that  I  would bear f ru i t  i f  I  
abide in Him.  How wi l l  I  know when frui t  is  growing?  Jesus’  final  ear thly 
command to us was to “Go make disciples”.   I t  is  obviously His wi l l  for  us 
to do so.   My next thought was,  “Who am I  encouraging to mature as a 
disc iple of  Chr ist?”   At the t ime,  I  was not reaching out to anyone in an 
intent ional  way,  but  I  was meet ing i r regular ly  with several  young 
Christ ian business owners to discuss chal lenges and ideas.  God led me to 
gather a l l  of  them together regular ly  to discuss how to abide in Chr ist  
through our ro les as business owners and aspir ing Godly leaders.  We 
discuss how our goals,  h i r ing and fir ing,  taking business r isk ,  and 
fami ly-work-church pr ior i t ies need to be processed through the command 
for  us to abide in Chr ist .   Our decis ions in the work-place are not  apar t  
f rom Christ .   

God has blessed our t imes together.   We have been loving each other 
through this  intent ional  format and are confident that  our decis ions to 
abide in Chr ist  through business wi l l  cont inue to bear f ru i t .”  

What does Godly fru i t  look l ike? 

I t  looks l ike the church unit ing IN Chr ist  to glor i fy  Him so that  the world 
may know that Jesus was sent by the Father !

Jesus prayed:
“ I  do not ask for  these only,  but  a lso for  those who wi l l  bel ieve in me 
through their  word,  that  they may al l  be one,  just  as you,  Father,  are in me,  
and I  in  you,  that  they also may be in us,  so that  the world may bel ieve 
that  you have sent me.  The glor y that  you have given me I  have given to 
them, that  they may be one even as we are one,  I  in  them and you in me,  
that  they may become per fect ly  one,  so that  the world may know that you 
sent me and loved them even as you loved me’  John 17:20-23

As we read the l ist  of  behaviors and results  of  abiding in Chr ist ,  we wi l l  
not ice that  some don’t  yet  apply to us.  I t  can be frustrat ing when we 
not ice that  our f ru i t  is  growing s low.  Good news!   Understanding this  
real i ty  wi l l  cause the repentance,  humil i ty  and awareness that  we need.   
Let’s  turn to Jesus and abide in Him. His power is  made per fect  in our 
weakness.

“ I f  we say we have no s in ,  we deceive ourselves,  and the truth is  not  in us.  
I f  we confess our s ins,  he is  fa i thful  and just  to forgive us our s ins and to 
c leanse us from al l  unr ighteousness.”  1John 1:8-9

And,  when we do abide,  we get out  of  our own way and let  the creator  of  
the universe grow fruit  through us!

How would you descr ibe the results  of  abiding in Jesus?

What quest ions do you have?

Take the answers to the previous two quest ions and turn them into a 
writ ten prayer to God.

Ask God to br ing to your mind who he wants you to disc iple (pray for,  
meet with,  and encourage to abide in Chr ist ) .  

Who comes to mind? 

What is  an act ion you can take? Before we address the quest ion,  let ’s  pray with King David through Psalm 
145.  Pray as you read:

“ I  wi l l  extol  you,  my God and King,
and bless your name forever and ever.
Ever y day I  wi l l  b less you
and praise your name forever and ever.
Great  is  the Lord,  and great ly  to be praised,
and his  greatness is  unsearchable.

One generat ion shal l  commend your works to another,
and shal l  declare your mighty acts.
On the glor ious splendor of  your majesty,
and on your wondrous works,  I  wi l l  meditate.
They shal l  speak of  the might of  your awesome deeds,
and I  wi l l  declare your greatness.
They shal l  pour for th the fame of  your abundant goodness
and shal l  s ing aloud of  your r ighteousness.

The Lord is  gracious and merci fu l ,
s low to anger and abounding in steadfast  love.
The Lord is  good to a l l ,
and his  mercy is  over a l l  that  he has made.”

What does King David mean when he says that  God’s greatness is  
unsearchable?

Guided by Psalm 145,  l ist  at  least  four of  God’s at tr ibutes.

Please pray with us:

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing.  I  accept your 
invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you want to give.   
Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your wi l l .   In  Jesus’  
Name.  Amen.”

IS  ABIDING PASSIVE?

Absolutely not .  

Then the people said to Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the works 
of  God?” He answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you bel ieve 
in Him whom He has sent .”  John 6:28-29

God has cal led His people to bel ieve IN Him. Bel ief  requires act ion.  One 
can bel ieve for  a moment without act ing.  But ,  over t ime,  bel ief  and act ion 
are inseparable.  

I t  takes effor t  to bel ieve.  I t  takes for t i tude to push away obstacles that  
cause us to not  ‘bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent’.   Our s in nature,  the 
worldly system, and the devi l  a l l  oppose God.   There is  nothing passive 
about bel ieving and abiding.   Abiding IN Chr ist  is  act ive and di l igent bel ief  
that  we can only re ly on God.  Praise God!  He is  ready to empower us to do 
so.

Do you bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent?  Many Chr ist ians wi l l  answer,  
“Most of  the t ime.”   

In  fu l l  t ransparency before God,  confess what you don’t  bel ieve about His 
c la ims.  He is  not  surpr ised by our unbel ief.  He knows.  Write a prayer 
asking for  Him to suppor t ,  teach,  and correct  you -  giv ing you the gi ft  of  
fa i th as you abide IN HIM.

Remember just  before Chr ist ’s  t r ia l  and crucifixion,  Peter ’s  unbel ief  
caused him to abandon Christ .   Then,  after  the resurrect ion,  Jesus 
restored Peter  to Himself  –  see John 21.

Jesus knows that  we have t imes when we don’t  real ly  bel ieve – our act ions 
communicate our real  bel iefs.   He knows and He loves us anyway.   He is  
cont inual ly  cal l ing to us to fo l low Him.

JESUS IS INVITING US TO ACTIVELY BEAR FRUIT

God can do anything he pleases at  any t ime.   I f  i t  is  His wi l l ,  He can give 
someone that  has never heard of  Jesus a dream that  prompts that  person 
to seek Him. He can create another universe.  Nothing hinders Him.  
Therefore,  as you read the fo l lowing message,  don’t  hear that  God is  
l imited.   He is  not .   Please hear that  God is invit ing us into the most 
abundant oppor tunity and blessing of our l ives .

I t  is  cr i t ical ly  impor tant to understand that  abiding IN Jesus is  act ive and 
di l igent re l iance on God.  God has chosen us to par t ic ipate with Him in 
act ing-out His wi l l  on ear th -  to bear f ru i t  by the power He gives us.   That 
work (bel ieving and abiding IN Him) and the result  (bear ing frui t )  wi l l  not  
be done sole ly by Jesus.  God,  in His per fect ion,  has chosen to share a 
heavenly responsibi l i ty  with His people.  That is  the bear ing of  Godly fru i t .   
He has given us the responsibi l i ty,  oppor tunity,  and blessing of  
f ru i t-bear ing.  Abiding is  not  passive.

Andrew Murray writes (paraphrased) :
“Without the v ine ( Jesus)  the branch (bel ievers)  can do nothing.  The 
branch owes ever ything to the v ine:  i ts  place in the v ineyard,  i ts  l i fe  and 
i ts  f ru i t fu lness.   And so,  the Lord says,  “Without me,  you can do nothing.”   
Each day,  the bel iever can be pleasing to God only in what he does 
through the power of  Chr ist  dwel l ing in him.  The dai ly  in-flowing of  the 
l i fe-sap of  the Holy Spir i t  is  h is  only power to bear f ru i t .  He l ives a lone in 
Him and is  completely dependent on Him alone.

Without the branch the v ine can also do nothing.  A vine without branches 
can bear no frui t .   The vine is  total ly  dependent on the branch as the 
branch is  completely dependent on the v ine.   This is the wonder ful  
condescension (voluntary descent from one's rank) of Jesus,  that just 
as His people are dependent on Him, He has made Himself  dependent 
on them. He has chosen that ,  without His disc iples,  He cannot dispense 
His blessing to the world;  He cannot offer  s inners the grapes of  the heav-
enly Canaan.  Don’t  th ink of  th is  as new or astonishing.   Jesus did this  
Himself.  This is  the high honor which He has cal led His redeemed disciple .   
As cr i t ical  as He is  to them in heaven ( from Him their  f ru i t  is  found) ,  they 
are just  as indispensable to Him on ear th ( through them His fru i t  is  found) .   
Bel ievers,  meditate on this ,  unt i l  your soul  bows to worship God – His 
majesty and the myster y of  the per fect  union between Christ  and the 
bel iever.

There is more:  as neither the vine nor the branch is anything without 
the other,  so is neither anything except to serve the other – each is for 

the other.”

God’s purposes and plans wi l l  be done with or  without us.   He does not 
need us.   But ,  because of  His love for  us,  God is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate 
in the heavenly work of  redeeming His creat ion – for  His glor y and our 
good.

Please write your response or  quest ions to the messages above:

Our act ive work bears fru i t  f rom the outgrowth of  a healthy,  v igorous l i fe  
IN Chr ist  -  the Spir i t  and power of  Chr ist  l iv ing and working IN us.  That 
power works effectively through us when our main effor ts are toward 
maintaining an int imate dialogue with our Lord.   As He flows into us,  our  
work of  bel ieving wi l l  bear f ru i t  in  God’s wi l l .   We are not pipes,  in  the 
sense that ,  as a pipe carr ies water,  i t  does not dr ink of  i t .   We are l ike 
branches – act ively involved.   In  order to bear f ru i t ,  the sap of  the v ine 
( Jesus)  must first  enter  the branch (us)  so that  the branch is  nour ished and 
strengthened.  At the same t ime,  the Gardener (God the Father )  prunes 
and shapes the branch to be more effect ive.   Then,  upon direct ion from 
Christ  and empowered by Him, we become par t ic ipants in the creat ion of  
Godly fru i t .

John 14:12-14
“Truly,  t ru ly,  I  say to you,  whoever bel ieves in me wil l  also do the works 
that I  do;  and greater works than these wil l  he do,  because I  am going 
to the Father.  Whatever you ask in my name,  this  I  wi l l  do,  that  the Father 
may be glor ified in the Son.  I f  you ask me anything in my name,  I  wi l l  do 
i t .”  

Please l ist  Jesus’  promises out l ined in John 14:12-14 above:

PASSIVE?

15 mi les east  of  Por t  Au Pr ince,  100 yards off  the main east-west road 
going to the Dominican Republ ic  s i ts  Foundat ion de Ebenezer.   I t ’s  a 
ministr y hub;  a source of  l ight  containing a school ,  c l in ic ,  orphan homes,  
guest  house,  and church ser ving one of  the tougher communit ies in Hait i .   
Ebenezer was bui l t  by Pastor  Claude Mondesir.   God was the architect .

Years before the ear thquake,  God had given Claude a v is ion for  th is  
ministr y.   Specifical ly,  he saw a v is ion of  a new church with a t in roof  and 
a basement .   T in roofs are considered cheap,  and basements are a lmost 
unheard of  in Hait i .   Claude relented and bui l t  the basement but refused 
to make God’s House on the cheap.   He would bui ld a concrete roof,  but  i t  
d idn’t  hold.   Par t  of  the roof  fe l l  in .   Humbled,  Claude was glad that  no one 
died and finished the construct ion as directed.   The church stood with a 
t in roof  and a basement ,  which Claude tr ied to use for  var ious purposes 
that  never stuck .   F inal ly,  he just  left  the basement empty.

Januar y 12th,  2010,  the largest  ear thquake in more than 100 years struck 
Hait i .   In  less than a minute,  c lose to 200,000 people died and 2,000,000 
were displaced,  hungr y and homeless.   The internat ional  community 
wanted to respond,  but  i t  was di fficult .   With the seapor t  and the airpor t  
damaged,  i t  seemed as i f  there was no way to get  help to the people,  but  
for  those who knew the countr y,  the back door was open.

On Januar y 15th,  GO Project ,  a  ministr y par tner of  Claude's,  brought a 
semi-truck from the Dominican Republ ic  to Hait i .   The 18-wheeler  was 
fil led with food,  water,  and suppl ies,  but  where could they unload?  Where 
was there a secure,  dr y,  accessible storage center  that  could receive such 
a large shipment?

Pastor  Claude’s church basement .

The semi unloaded.   In  the evenings,  when the c i ty s lept ,  other local  
pastors backed up whatever vehic le they could find.   Dump trucks,  p ick-up 
trucks,  and cars fi l led to capacity left  Claude’s proper ty and distr ibuted 
food to thousands of  people s leeping in church parking lots.   I t  was a 
scene that  repeated i tsel f  scores of  t imes over the next three months.   I t  
was seen in the mind of  God long before;  shared with Pastor  Claude in his  
abiding re lat ionship with Jesus.

This is  a dramatic  example of  abiding IN Jesus,  bel ieving Him, and trust ing 
His leading.   Just  because the stor y is  unusual ,  p lease don’t  d ismiss the 
message.   God,  in His per fect  wisdom, has decided to let  you and me,  as 

His fo l lowers,  be the ones that  bear the frui t .  He has determined that  
bear ing frui t  is  our ro le .  Jesus’  ro le is  to prompt and empower us by His 
Spir i t  as we abide IN HIM. 
 
We al l  enjoy specia l  stor ies,  but  i t  is  just  as specia l  and frui t fu l  to forgive 
offenses,  love the di fficult  person,  pray for  miracles,  receive God’s joy 
when circumstances are chal lenging,  and be pat ient  and fa i thful  and 
gent le and sel f-control led.   By this ,  our  Father God is  glor ified;  we bear 
much frui t  and prove to be His disc iples.  

How does that  make you feel?

Write your prayer :

40ABIDE IN JESUS  |  IS  ABIDING PASSIVE?



Keith Getty and Stuar t  Townsend’s song In  Chr ist  Alone  g ives us 
answers:

Scr ipture a lso gives us guidance.   

Psalm 1:1-4
“Blessed is  the man who walks not  in the counsel  of  the wicked,  nor 
stands in the way of  s inners,  nor  s i ts  in the seat  of  scoffers ;  but  his  
del ight  is  in the law of  the Lord,  and on his  law he meditates day and 
night .

He is  l ike a tree planted by streams of  water  that  y ie lds i ts  f ru i t  in  i ts  
season,  and i ts  leaf  does not wither.  In  a l l  that  he does,  he prospers.  The 
wicked are not  so,  but  are l ike chaff  that  the wind dr ives away.”

Galat ians 5:22
“The frui t  of  the Spir i t  is  love,  joy,  peace,  pat ience,  k indness,  goodness,  
fa i thfulness,  gent leness,  sel f-control…” 

What happens when we abide?

We love.
“… love one another :  just  as I  have loved you,  you also are to love one 
another.  By this  a l l  people wi l l  know that  you are my disciples,  i f  you have 
love for  one another.”  John 13:34-35

We rest  –  knowing that  God is  in control .

Bob’s Stor y:
“As I  was on my way to meet a fr iend,  my fr iend’s bl ind-spot was c i rc l ing 
in my mind.  I  was thinking,  “He doesn’t  see the damage he is  doing.”   This 
happens frequent ly with me.   The formula is  th is :  God reveals to me a s in 
or  bl ind-spot in my l i fe ,  then He lovingly guides me to address i t .   Then,  I  
see the same issue in ever yone else.   Out of  s incere desire to help,  I  want 
to say something.  But ,  often,  my s incere desire to help is  not  helpful .   
Knowing that  I  have this  chal lenge,  I  was wrest l ing with the decis ion to 
say something or  not .   Thankful ly,  God prompted me to s imply come into 
Him and rest  –  Jesus is  my fr iend’s Lord and del iverer,  not  me.  
 
As I  was enter ing the cafe to meet my fr iend,  I  was “r ight”  with my fr iend 
and rest ing in Jesus.   I  was there only to be a fr iend and let  h im invite me 
into his  l i fe  on his  terms.   As we were ta lk ing,  my fr iend said,  “God has 
been showing me some stuff  in  my l i fe  that  I  need to change.”  And,  he 
descr ibed to me the things which I  was concerned about .   The same sin I  
was fleeing from.  He asked me to pray for  h im.   He did not  ask me for  fur-
ther help.   Praise God!  I f  I  had not taken my concern to Jesus and remained 
in Him, I  would have said too much.   God is  per fect ly  capable to care for  
my fr iend,  bear ing frui t  in  his  l i fe  without my help.”

We pray.
“Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.”  1Th 5:16-18

Take a moment now and pray – s i lent ly,  out- loud,  or  writ ten.

Our prayers are answered.  
“ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  
and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By this  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear 
much frui t  and so prove to be my disciples”.  John 15:7-8

Lesl ie’s  Stor y:
“God healed me.   Even saying the words was odd to me at  first .   Why?  I  
th ink I ’m skept ical .  

I  went to a prayer tra in ing seminar at  our church.   Before i t  star ted,  I  had 
to go into the k i tchen to see what Ben was cooking up for  the meal .   He is  
not  only a great  cook but a vars i ty encourager.   As I  looked around,  I  
real ized there was not one thing there that  I  could eat .   I  had al lergies to 
food.   Lots of  d i f ferent food.

I t  star ted in high school ,  I  would get  s ick and throw up,  become dizzy and 
my balance was off.   I t  turned out that  my s inuses were severely c logged.   
The doctor  tr ied to i r r igate them but my face just  fi l led with water.   He 
sent me home with some solut ion to help break i t  up.   The next day,  
ever ything came out .   This star ted a 34-year struggle with s inus 
infect ions.   

For  10 years,  I  had infect ions chronical ly.   When our second son was born,  
he had terr ib le ear  infect ions.   After  he had ear tubes,  he got s inus 
infect ions.   I  thought i t  was just  par t  of  our physiology.   The doctors 
wanted to put our l i t t le  2-year-old son on low-level  ant ib iot ics fu l l  t ime.   I  
knew there had to be a better  way.   I  went to my women’s bible study and 
asked them to pray.   Al l  the sudden,  I  real ized the t iming of  h is  infect ions 
connected to the t ime when I  had star ted him on dair y.   I  took him off  dair y 
products and he was a new boy!   To help him accept his  a l lergy,  I  took the 
whole fami ly of f  dair y.   Two weeks later,  I  went to my aunt’s  house and 
had lasagna.   Sure enough,  I  got  a s inus infect ion.   I ,  too,  had a problem 
with dair y.

So,  I  e l iminated i t  f rom our diet .   There have been innumerable awkward 
exper iences at  f r iend’s houses explaining why we couldn’t  eat  the 
wonder ful  meal  that  had been lovingly made for  us.   I t  was hard but i t  
real ly  helped my health.   Instead of  8 or  more s inuses infect ions a year,  I  
only got  2 or  3.

Each infect ion came with ant ibiot ics.   30 years of  ant ib iot ics.   At  one 
point ,  John told me my constant fat igue was not normal .   A few hours after  
ever y meal ,  I  just  wanted to go to s leep.    I  went to a bunch of  di f ferent 
doctors and did e l iminat ion diets and al l  k inds of  other treatments.   I  
real ized by tr ia l  and error,  that  I  real ly  had trouble with yeast ,  tomatoes 
and lemons.   For  the last  few years,  I  have stayed away from those too.   I  
actual ly  fe l t  better.

But ,  I  st i l l  could not fe l lowship over food.   I  d idn’t  l ike going out to dinner,  

even to celebrate an event ,  because I  got  real ly  s ick .   Ever y t ime.   

Two months ago,  I  had a post  hol iday par ty s inus infect ion.   Frank Brown 
prayed for  me and thought that  i t  was a spir i tual  at tack .   I  had never 
thought about i t  that  way,   I  just  a lways thought i t  was physical .

So,  at  the prayer tra in ing,  after  fast ing,  I  real ly  wanted to eat  and 
celebrate with ever yone.   I  went upstairs  and these beaut i fu l  strangers 
prayed for  me.   Here’s  where i t  gets weird.   I  got  a quick mental  p icture in 
my mind of  what I  can only descr ibe as a demon tape worm in my stomach.   
Not scar y but just  r ight  at  home.   I  to ld the prayer team about i t  and they 
didn’t  th ink I  was completely crazy.   They prayed in the name of  Jesus 
Chr ist  for  the demon to be gone.   I  to ld them I  was going to go downstairs  
and eat  and to please keep praying because I  am afraid of  food.

I  went back downstairs  to the seminar for  a quest ion and answer t ime and 
my neck star ted feel ing l ike my lymph nodes were being flushed -  
contract ing and releasing.

I  went and ate.   Biscuits  and gravy!   (Homemade dair y goodness! )  I  went 
to Panera the next day and had a sandwich with cheese and tomatoes.   I  
baked bread and ate a lmost the whole loaf.   I  went to a Royals game and 
had a hot  dog with ever ything on i t .  (So good!)   I  ate ice cream 
sandwiches.   I  went out  to dinner with an old fr iend last  n ight and ate 
ever ything that  was ordered.   I t  was so much fun to par t ic ipate in the 
meal .   

People have asked i f  i t  has stuck and i f  I ’m st i l l  healed.   Even in my own 
doubts,  I  am.  

Praise God and Thank You.  Thank You.  Thank You.

I t  is  a miracle .   My husband says I  actual ly  breathe through my nose when 
I  s leep.  I  have so much energy!  I  a lways wondered how people got so 
much done.  The funniest  par t  is  I  had not real ized how emotional ly  taxing 
i t  was navigat ing what food I  could eat  and how to respond to fr iends 
when I  couldn’t  eat .   I  feel  f ree.”

Since you have accepted the oppor tunity to abide in Chr ist ,  what have you 
been praying for?

Give Him praise for  the answered prayers!

Regarding the unanswered prayers,  take a moment ,  accept His invitat ion 
to Abide In Him, seek His wi l l  for  the s i tuat ion,  pray and pet i t ion Him 
again.  He has promised,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my words abide in you,  
ask whatever you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.”  John 15:7

What happens when we abide in Jesus?

We have hopeful  joy.  
“These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my joy may be in you,  and that  
your joy may be ful l .”  John 15:11 

Brother Lawrence’s Stor y from “Pract ic ing the Presence of  God”

“ I  keep my attent ion on God in a s imple,  loving way.   This is  my soul ’s  
secret  exper ience of  the actual ,  unceasing presence of  God…

I am sure my soul  has been with God for  more than thir ty years.  I  consider 
God my King,  against  whom I  have committed al l  sor ts of  cr imes.   
Confessing my s ins to Him and asking Him to forgive me,  I  p lace myself  in  
His hands to do whatever He pleases with me.

This King,  who is  fu l l  of  goodness and mercy,  doesn’t  punish me.  Rather,  
He embraces me lovingly and invites me to eat  at  His table .   He serves me 
Himself  and gives me the keys to His treasur y,  t reat ing me as His favor i te .   
He convenes with me without ment ioning ei ther  my s ins or  His 
forgiveness.   My former habits are seemingly forgotten.   Although I  beg 
Him to do whatever He wishes with me,  He does nothing but caress me.   
This is  what being in His holy presence is  l ike .

My day-to-day l i fe  consists of  giv ing God my s imple,  loving at tent ion.   I f  I  
am distracted,  He cal ls  me back in tones that  are supernatural ly  
beaut i fu l .”

We have di fficult  t imes whi le God prunes us.
“Ever y branch that  does bear f ru i t  he prunes,  that  i t  may bear more frui t .”  
John 15:2

We wi l l  ser ve the needy.  
“Rel igion that  God our Father accepts as pure and fault less is  th is :  to look 
after  orphans and widows in their  d istress and to keep oneself  f rom being 
pol luted by the world.”

We are not s in less,  but  we s in less and less.
“You,  however,  are control led not by the flesh,  but  by the Spir i t ,  i f  the 
Spir i t  of  God l ives in you.”  Romans 8:9

We have supernatural  “ l ight”.
“ I  am the l ight  of  the world.  Whoever fo l lows me wi l l  not  walk in darkness,  
but  wi l l  have the l ight  of  l i fe .”  John 8:12.  

We are generous.
“for  in a severe test  of  afflict ion,  their  abundance of  joy and their  extreme 
pover ty have over flowed in a wealth of  generosity on their  par t .”  
2 Cor inthians 8:2

We are protected dur ing the storms of  l i fe .
“Blessed is  the man who trusts in the Lord,  whose trust  is  the Lord.  He is  
l ike a tree planted by water,  that  sends out i ts  roots by the stream, and 
does not fear  when heat comes,  for  i ts  leaves remain green,  and is  not  
anxious in the year of  drought ,  for  i t  does not cease to bear f ru i t .”  
Jeremiah 17:7-8

We stop str iv ing to be accepted by God because we are a lready accepted 
as His adopted chi ldren.
“ In love he predest ined us for  adopt ion to sonship through Jesus Chr ist ,  in  
accordance with his  pleasure and wi l l .”  Ephesians 1:5

We stand firm when chal lenged by evi l .
“Therefore take up the whole armor of  God,  that  you may be able to 
withstand in the evi l  day,  and having done al l ,  to stand firm.”  Ephesians 
6:13

We make disciples.
And Jesus came and said to them, “Al l  author i ty in heaven and on ear th 
has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of  a l l  nat ions,  
bapt iz ing them in the name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy 
Spir i t ,  teaching them to obser ve al l  that  I  have commanded you.  And 
behold,  I  am with you always,  to the end of  the age.”  Matthew 28:18-20

John’s Stor y:
“As I  was praying about Jesus’  invitat ion to abide in Him, I  was asking Him 
what i t  means to bear f ru i t .   Jesus is  promising that  I  would bear f ru i t  i f  I  
abide in Him.  How wi l l  I  know when frui t  is  growing?  Jesus’  final  ear thly 
command to us was to “Go make disciples”.   I t  is  obviously His wi l l  for  us 
to do so.   My next thought was,  “Who am I  encouraging to mature as a 
disc iple of  Chr ist?”   At the t ime,  I  was not reaching out to anyone in an 
intent ional  way,  but  I  was meet ing i r regular ly  with several  young 
Christ ian business owners to discuss chal lenges and ideas.  God led me to 
gather a l l  of  them together regular ly  to discuss how to abide in Chr ist  
through our ro les as business owners and aspir ing Godly leaders.  We 
discuss how our goals,  h i r ing and fir ing,  taking business r isk ,  and 
fami ly-work-church pr ior i t ies need to be processed through the command 
for  us to abide in Chr ist .   Our decis ions in the work-place are not  apar t  
f rom Christ .   

God has blessed our t imes together.   We have been loving each other 
through this  intent ional  format and are confident that  our decis ions to 
abide in Chr ist  through business wi l l  cont inue to bear f ru i t .”  

What does Godly frui t  look l ike? 

I t  looks l ike the church unit ing IN Chr ist  to glor i fy  Him so that  the world 
may know that Jesus was sent by the Father !

Jesus prayed:
“ I  do not ask for  these only,  but  a lso for  those who wi l l  bel ieve in me 
through their  word,  that  they may al l  be one,  just  as you,  Father,  are in me,  
and I  in  you,  that  they also may be in us,  so that  the world may bel ieve 
that  you have sent me.  The glor y that  you have given me I  have given to 
them, that  they may be one even as we are one,  I  in  them and you in me,  
that  they may become per fect ly  one,  so that  the world may know that you 
sent me and loved them even as you loved me’  John 17:20-23

As we read the l ist  of  behaviors and results  of  abiding in Chr ist ,  we wi l l  
not ice that  some don’t  yet  apply to us.  I t  can be frustrat ing when we 
not ice that  our f ru i t  is  growing s low.  Good news!   Understanding this  
real i ty  wi l l  cause the repentance,  humil i ty  and awareness that  we need.   
Let’s  turn to Jesus and abide in Him. His power is  made per fect  in our 
weakness.

“ I f  we say we have no s in ,  we deceive ourselves,  and the truth is  not  in us.  
I f  we confess our s ins,  he is  fa i thful  and just  to forgive us our s ins and to 
c leanse us from al l  unr ighteousness.”  1John 1:8-9

And,  when we do abide,  we get out  of  our own way and let  the creator  of  
the universe grow fruit  through us!

How would you descr ibe the results  of  abiding in Jesus?

What quest ions do you have?

Take the answers to the previous two quest ions and turn them into a 
writ ten prayer to God.

Ask God to br ing to your mind who he wants you to disc iple (pray for,  
meet with,  and encourage to abide in Chr ist ) .  

Who comes to mind? 

What is  an act ion you can take? Before we address the quest ion,  let ’s  pray with King David through Psalm 
145.  Pray as you read:

“ I  wi l l  extol  you,  my God and King,
and bless your name forever and ever.
Ever y day I  wi l l  b less you
and praise your name forever and ever.
Great  is  the Lord,  and great ly  to be praised,
and his  greatness is  unsearchable.

One generat ion shal l  commend your works to another,
and shal l  declare your mighty acts.
On the glor ious splendor of  your majesty,
and on your wondrous works,  I  wi l l  meditate.
They shal l  speak of  the might of  your awesome deeds,
and I  wi l l  declare your greatness.
They shal l  pour for th the fame of  your abundant goodness
and shal l  s ing aloud of  your r ighteousness.

The Lord is  gracious and merci fu l ,
s low to anger and abounding in steadfast  love.
The Lord is  good to a l l ,
and his  mercy is  over a l l  that  he has made.”

What does King David mean when he says that  God’s greatness is  
unsearchable?

Guided by Psalm 145,  l ist  at  least  four of  God’s at tr ibutes.

Please pray with us:

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing.  I  accept your 
invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you want to give.   
Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your wi l l .   In  Jesus’  
Name.  Amen.”

IS  ABIDING PASSIVE?

Absolutely not .  

Then the people said to Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the works 
of  God?” He answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you bel ieve 
in Him whom He has sent .”  John 6:28-29

God has cal led His people to bel ieve IN Him. Bel ief  requires act ion.  One 
can bel ieve for  a moment without act ing.  But ,  over t ime,  bel ief  and act ion 
are inseparable.  

I t  takes effor t  to bel ieve.  I t  takes for t i tude to push away obstacles that  
cause us to not  ‘bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent’.   Our s in nature,  the 
worldly system, and the devi l  a l l  oppose God.   There is  nothing passive 
about bel ieving and abiding.   Abiding IN Chr ist  is  act ive and di l igent bel ief  
that  we can only re ly on God.  Praise God!  He is  ready to empower us to do 
so.

Do you bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent?  Many Chr ist ians wi l l  answer,  
“Most of  the t ime.”   

In  fu l l  t ransparency before God,  confess what you don’t  bel ieve about His 
c la ims.  He is  not  surpr ised by our unbel ief.  He knows.  Write a prayer 
asking for  Him to suppor t ,  teach,  and correct  you -  giv ing you the gi ft  of  
fa i th as you abide IN HIM.

Remember just  before Chr ist ’s  t r ia l  and crucifixion,  Peter ’s  unbel ief  
caused him to abandon Christ .   Then,  after  the resurrect ion,  Jesus 
restored Peter  to Himself  –  see John 21.

Jesus knows that  we have t imes when we don’t  real ly  bel ieve – our act ions 
communicate our real  bel iefs.   He knows and He loves us anyway.   He is  
cont inual ly  cal l ing to us to fo l low Him.

JESUS IS INVITING US TO ACTIVELY BEAR FRUIT

God can do anything he pleases at  any t ime.   I f  i t  is  His wi l l ,  He can give 
someone that  has never heard of  Jesus a dream that  prompts that  person 
to seek Him. He can create another universe.  Nothing hinders Him.  
Therefore,  as you read the fo l lowing message,  don’t  hear that  God is  
l imited.   He is  not .   Please hear that  God is invit ing us into the most 
abundant oppor tunity and blessing of our l ives .

I t  is  cr i t ical ly  impor tant to understand that  abiding IN Jesus is  act ive and 
di l igent re l iance on God.  God has chosen us to par t ic ipate with Him in 
act ing-out His wi l l  on ear th -  to bear f ru i t  by the power He gives us.   That 
work (bel ieving and abiding IN Him) and the result  (bear ing frui t )  wi l l  not  
be done sole ly by Jesus.  God,  in His per fect ion,  has chosen to share a 
heavenly responsibi l i ty  with His people.  That is  the bear ing of  Godly fru i t .   
He has given us the responsibi l i ty,  oppor tunity,  and blessing of  
f ru i t-bear ing.  Abiding is  not  passive.

Andrew Murray writes (paraphrased) :
“Without the v ine ( Jesus)  the branch (bel ievers)  can do nothing.  The 
branch owes ever ything to the v ine:  i ts  place in the v ineyard,  i ts  l i fe  and 
i ts  f ru i t fu lness.   And so,  the Lord says,  “Without me,  you can do nothing.”   
Each day,  the bel iever can be pleasing to God only in what he does 
through the power of  Chr ist  dwel l ing in him.  The dai ly  in-flowing of  the 
l i fe-sap of  the Holy Spir i t  is  h is  only power to bear f ru i t .  He l ives a lone in 
Him and is  completely dependent on Him alone.

Without the branch the v ine can also do nothing.  A vine without branches 
can bear no frui t .   The vine is  total ly  dependent on the branch as the 
branch is  completely dependent on the v ine.   This is the wonder ful  
condescension (voluntary descent from one's rank) of Jesus,  that just 
as His people are dependent on Him, He has made Himself  dependent 
on them. He has chosen that ,  without His disc iples,  He cannot dispense 
His blessing to the world;  He cannot offer  s inners the grapes of  the heav-
enly Canaan.  Don’t  th ink of  th is  as new or astonishing.   Jesus did this  
Himself.  This is  the high honor which He has cal led His redeemed disciple .   
As cr i t ical  as He is  to them in heaven ( from Him their  f ru i t  is  found) ,  they 
are just  as indispensable to Him on ear th ( through them His fru i t  is  found) .   
Bel ievers,  meditate on this ,  unt i l  your soul  bows to worship God – His 
majesty and the myster y of  the per fect  union between Christ  and the 
bel iever.

There is more:  as neither the vine nor the branch is anything without 
the other,  so is neither anything except to serve the other – each is for 

the other.”

God’s purposes and plans wi l l  be done with or  without us.   He does not 
need us.   But ,  because of  His love for  us,  God is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate 
in the heavenly work of  redeeming His creat ion – for  His glor y and our 
good.

Please write your response or  quest ions to the messages above:

Our act ive work bears fru i t  f rom the outgrowth of  a healthy,  v igorous l i fe  
IN Chr ist  -  the Spir i t  and power of  Chr ist  l iv ing and working IN us.  That 
power works effectively through us when our main effor ts are toward 
maintaining an int imate dialogue with our Lord.   As He flows into us,  our  
work of  bel ieving wi l l  bear f ru i t  in  God’s wi l l .   We are not pipes,  in  the 
sense that ,  as a pipe carr ies water,  i t  does not dr ink of  i t .   We are l ike 
branches – act ively involved.   In  order to bear f ru i t ,  the sap of  the v ine 
( Jesus)  must first  enter  the branch (us)  so that  the branch is  nour ished and 
strengthened.  At the same t ime,  the Gardener (God the Father )  prunes 
and shapes the branch to be more effect ive.   Then,  upon direct ion from 
Christ  and empowered by Him, we become par t ic ipants in the creat ion of  
Godly fru i t .

John 14:12-14
“Truly,  t ru ly,  I  say to you,  whoever bel ieves in me wil l  also do the works 
that I  do;  and greater works than these wil l  he do,  because I  am going 
to the Father.  Whatever you ask in my name,  this  I  wi l l  do,  that  the Father 
may be glor ified in the Son.  I f  you ask me anything in my name,  I  wi l l  do 
i t .”  

Please l ist  Jesus’  promises out l ined in John 14:12-14 above:

PASSIVE?

15 mi les east  of  Por t  Au Pr ince,  100 yards off  the main east-west road 
going to the Dominican Republ ic  s i ts  Foundat ion de Ebenezer.   I t ’s  a 
ministr y hub;  a source of  l ight  containing a school ,  c l in ic ,  orphan homes,  
guest  house,  and church ser ving one of  the tougher communit ies in Hait i .   
Ebenezer was bui l t  by Pastor  Claude Mondesir.   God was the architect .

Years before the ear thquake,  God had given Claude a v is ion for  th is  
ministr y.   Specifical ly,  he saw a v is ion of  a new church with a t in roof  and 
a basement .   T in roofs are considered cheap,  and basements are a lmost 
unheard of  in Hait i .   Claude relented and bui l t  the basement but refused 
to make God’s House on the cheap.   He would bui ld a concrete roof,  but  i t  
d idn’t  hold.   Par t  of  the roof  fe l l  in .   Humbled,  Claude was glad that  no one 
died and finished the construct ion as directed.   The church stood with a 
t in roof  and a basement ,  which Claude tr ied to use for  var ious purposes 
that  never stuck .   F inal ly,  he just  left  the basement empty.

Januar y 12th,  2010,  the largest  ear thquake in more than 100 years struck 
Hait i .   In  less than a minute,  c lose to 200,000 people died and 2,000,000 
were displaced,  hungr y and homeless.   The internat ional  community 
wanted to respond,  but  i t  was di fficult .   With the seapor t  and the airpor t  
damaged,  i t  seemed as i f  there was no way to get  help to the people,  but  
for  those who knew the countr y,  the back door was open.

On Januar y 15th,  GO Project ,  a  ministr y par tner of  Claude's,  brought a 
semi-truck from the Dominican Republ ic  to Hait i .   The 18-wheeler  was 
fil led with food,  water,  and suppl ies,  but  where could they unload?  Where 
was there a secure,  dr y,  accessible storage center  that  could receive such 
a large shipment?

Pastor  Claude’s church basement .

The semi unloaded.   In  the evenings,  when the c i ty s lept ,  other local  
pastors backed up whatever vehic le they could find.   Dump trucks,  p ick-up 
trucks,  and cars fi l led to capacity left  Claude’s proper ty and distr ibuted 
food to thousands of  people s leeping in church parking lots.   I t  was a 
scene that  repeated i tsel f  scores of  t imes over the next three months.   I t  
was seen in the mind of  God long before;  shared with Pastor  Claude in his  
abiding re lat ionship with Jesus.

This is  a dramatic  example of  abiding IN Jesus,  bel ieving Him, and trust ing 
His leading.   Just  because the stor y is  unusual ,  p lease don’t  d ismiss the 
message.   God,  in His per fect  wisdom, has decided to let  you and me,  as 

His fo l lowers,  be the ones that  bear the frui t .  He has determined that  
bear ing frui t  is  our ro le .  Jesus’  ro le is  to prompt and empower us by His 
Spir i t  as we abide IN HIM. 
 
We al l  enjoy specia l  stor ies,  but  i t  is  just  as specia l  and frui t fu l  to forgive 
offenses,  love the di fficult  person,  pray for  miracles,  receive God’s joy 
when circumstances are chal lenging,  and be pat ient  and fa i thful  and 
gent le and sel f-control led.   By this ,  our  Father God is  glor ified;  we bear 
much frui t  and prove to be His disc iples.  

How does that  make you feel?

Write your prayer :

41 ABIDE IN JESUS  |  HIS INVITATION



Before we address the quest ion,  let ’s  pray with King David through Psalm 
145.  Pray as you read:

“ I  wi l l  extol  you,  my God and King,
and bless your name forever and ever.
Ever y day I  wi l l  b less you
and praise your name forever and ever.
Great  is  the Lord,  and great ly  to be praised,
and his  greatness is  unsearchable.

One generat ion shal l  commend your works to another,
and shal l  declare your mighty acts.
On the glor ious splendor of  your majesty,
and on your wondrous works,  I  wi l l  meditate.
They shal l  speak of  the might of  your awesome deeds,
and I  wi l l  declare your greatness.
They shal l  pour for th the fame of  your abundant goodness
and shal l  s ing aloud of  your r ighteousness.

The Lord is  gracious and merci fu l ,
s low to anger and abounding in steadfast  love.
The Lord is  good to a l l ,
and his  mercy is  over a l l  that  he has made.”

What does King David mean when he says that  God’s greatness is  
unsearchable?

Guided by Psalm 145,  l ist  at  least  four of  God’s at tr ibutes.

Please pray with us:

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing.  I  accept your 
invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you want to give.   
Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your wi l l .   In  Jesus’  
Name.  Amen.”

IS  ABIDING PASSIVE?

Absolutely not .  

Then the people said to Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the works 
of  God?” He answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you bel ieve 
in Him whom He has sent .”  John 6:28-29

God has cal led His people to bel ieve IN Him. Bel ief  requires act ion.  One 
can bel ieve for  a moment without act ing.  But ,  over t ime,  bel ief  and act ion 
are inseparable.  

I t  takes effor t  to bel ieve.  I t  takes for t i tude to push away obstacles that  
cause us to not  ‘bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent’.   Our s in nature,  the 
worldly system, and the devi l  a l l  oppose God.   There is  nothing passive 
about bel ieving and abiding.   Abiding IN Chr ist  is  act ive and di l igent bel ief  
that  we can only re ly on God.  Praise God!  He is  ready to empower us to do 
so.

Do you bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent?  Many Chr ist ians wi l l  answer,  
“Most of  the t ime.”   

In  fu l l  t ransparency before God,  confess what you don’t  bel ieve about His 
c la ims.  He is  not  surpr ised by our unbel ief.  He knows.  Write a prayer 
asking for  Him to suppor t ,  teach,  and correct  you -  giv ing you the gi ft  of  
fa i th as you abide IN HIM.

Remember just  before Chr ist ’s  t r ia l  and crucifixion,  Peter ’s  unbel ief  
caused him to abandon Christ .   Then,  after  the resurrect ion,  Jesus 
restored Peter  to Himself  –  see John 21.

Jesus knows that  we have t imes when we don’t  real ly  bel ieve – our act ions 
communicate our real  bel iefs.   He knows and He loves us anyway.   He is  
cont inual ly  cal l ing to us to fo l low Him.

JESUS IS INVITING US TO ACTIVELY BEAR FRUIT

God can do anything he pleases at  any t ime.   I f  i t  is  His wi l l ,  He can give 
someone that  has never heard of  Jesus a dream that  prompts that  person 
to seek Him. He can create another universe.  Nothing hinders Him.  
Therefore,  as you read the fo l lowing message,  don’t  hear that  God is  
l imited.   He is  not .   Please hear that  God is invit ing us into the most 
abundant oppor tunity and blessing of our l ives .

I t  is  cr i t ical ly  impor tant to understand that  abiding IN Jesus is  act ive and 
di l igent re l iance on God.  God has chosen us to par t ic ipate with Him in 
act ing-out His wi l l  on ear th -  to bear f ru i t  by the power He gives us.   That 
work (bel ieving and abiding IN Him) and the result  (bear ing frui t )  wi l l  not  
be done sole ly by Jesus.  God,  in His per fect ion,  has chosen to share a 
heavenly responsibi l i ty  with His people.  That is  the bear ing of  Godly frui t .   
He has given us the responsibi l i ty,  oppor tunity,  and blessing of  
f ru i t-bear ing.  Abiding is  not  passive.

Andrew Murray writes (paraphrased) :
“Without the v ine ( Jesus)  the branch (bel ievers)  can do nothing.  The 
branch owes ever ything to the v ine:  i ts  place in the v ineyard,  i ts  l i fe  and 
i ts  f ru i t fu lness.   And so,  the Lord says,  “Without me,  you can do nothing.”   
Each day,  the bel iever can be pleasing to God only in what he does 
through the power of  Chr ist  dwel l ing in him.  The dai ly  in-flowing of  the 
l i fe-sap of  the Holy Spir i t  is  h is  only power to bear f ru i t .  He l ives a lone in 
Him and is  completely dependent on Him alone.

Without the branch the v ine can also do nothing.  A vine without branches 
can bear no frui t .   The vine is  total ly  dependent on the branch as the 
branch is  completely dependent on the v ine.   This is the wonder ful  
condescension (voluntary descent from one's rank) of Jesus,  that just 
as His people are dependent on Him, He has made Himself  dependent 
on them. He has chosen that ,  without His disc iples,  He cannot dispense 
His blessing to the world;  He cannot offer  s inners the grapes of  the heav-
enly Canaan.  Don’t  th ink of  th is  as new or astonishing.   Jesus did this  
Himself.  This is  the high honor which He has cal led His redeemed disciple .   
As cr i t ical  as He is  to them in heaven ( from Him their  f ru i t  is  found) ,  they 
are just  as indispensable to Him on ear th ( through them His fru i t  is  found) .   
Bel ievers,  meditate on this ,  unt i l  your soul  bows to worship God – His 
majesty and the myster y of  the per fect  union between Christ  and the 
bel iever.

There is more:  as neither the vine nor the branch is anything without 
the other,  so is neither anything except to serve the other – each is for 

the other.”

God’s purposes and plans wi l l  be done with or  without us.   He does not 
need us.   But ,  because of  His love for  us,  God is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate 
in the heavenly work of  redeeming His creat ion – for  His glor y and our 
good.

Please write your response or  quest ions to the messages above:

Our act ive work bears frui t  f rom the outgrowth of  a healthy,  v igorous l i fe  
IN Chr ist  -  the Spir i t  and power of  Chr ist  l iv ing and working IN us.  That 
power works effectively through us when our main effor ts are toward 
maintaining an intimate dialogue with our Lord.   As He flows into us,  our  
work of  bel ieving wi l l  bear f ru i t  in  God’s wi l l .   We are not pipes,  in  the 
sense that ,  as a pipe carr ies water,  i t  does not dr ink of  i t .   We are l ike 
branches – act ively involved.   In  order to bear f ru i t ,  the sap of  the v ine 
( Jesus)  must first  enter  the branch (us)  so that  the branch is  nour ished and 
strengthened.  At the same t ime,  the Gardener (God the Father )  prunes 
and shapes the branch to be more effect ive.   Then,  upon direct ion from 
Christ  and empowered by Him, we become par t ic ipants in the creat ion of  
Godly frui t .

John 14:12-14
“Truly,  t ru ly,  I  say to you,  whoever bel ieves in me wil l  also do the works 
that I  do;  and greater works than these wil l  he do,  because I  am going 
to the Father.  Whatever you ask in my name,  this  I  wi l l  do,  that  the Father 
may be glor ified in the Son.  I f  you ask me anything in my name,  I  wi l l  do 
i t .”  

Please l ist  Jesus’  promises out l ined in John 14:12-14 above:

PASSIVE?

15 mi les east  of  Por t  Au Pr ince,  100 yards off  the main east-west road 
going to the Dominican Republ ic  s i ts  Foundat ion de Ebenezer.   I t ’s  a 
ministr y hub;  a source of  l ight  containing a school ,  c l in ic ,  orphan homes,  
guest  house,  and church ser ving one of  the tougher communit ies in Hait i .   
Ebenezer was bui l t  by Pastor  Claude Mondesir.   God was the architect .

Years before the ear thquake,  God had given Claude a v is ion for  th is  
ministr y.   Specifical ly,  he saw a v is ion of  a new church with a t in roof  and 
a basement .   T in roofs are considered cheap,  and basements are a lmost 
unheard of  in Hait i .   Claude relented and bui l t  the basement but refused 
to make God’s House on the cheap.   He would bui ld a concrete roof,  but  i t  
d idn’t  hold.   Par t  of  the roof  fe l l  in .   Humbled,  Claude was glad that  no one 
died and finished the construct ion as directed.   The church stood with a 
t in roof  and a basement ,  which Claude tr ied to use for  var ious purposes 
that  never stuck .   F inal ly,  he just  left  the basement empty.

Januar y 12th,  2010,  the largest  ear thquake in more than 100 years struck 
Hait i .   In  less than a minute,  c lose to 200,000 people died and 2,000,000 
were displaced,  hungr y and homeless.   The internat ional  community 
wanted to respond,  but  i t  was di fficult .   With the seapor t  and the airpor t  
damaged,  i t  seemed as i f  there was no way to get  help to the people,  but  
for  those who knew the countr y,  the back door was open.

On Januar y 15th,  GO Project ,  a  ministr y par tner of  Claude's,  brought a 
semi-truck from the Dominican Republ ic  to Hait i .   The 18-wheeler  was 
fil led with food,  water,  and suppl ies,  but  where could they unload?  Where 
was there a secure,  dr y,  accessible storage center  that  could receive such 
a large shipment?

Pastor  Claude’s church basement .

The semi unloaded.   In  the evenings,  when the c i ty s lept ,  other local  
pastors backed up whatever vehic le they could find.   Dump trucks,  p ick-up 
trucks,  and cars fi l led to capacity left  Claude’s proper ty and distr ibuted 
food to thousands of  people s leeping in church parking lots.   I t  was a 
scene that  repeated i tsel f  scores of  t imes over the next three months.   I t  
was seen in the mind of  God long before;  shared with Pastor  Claude in his  
abiding re lat ionship with Jesus.

This is  a dramatic  example of  abiding IN Jesus,  bel ieving Him, and trust ing 
His leading.   Just  because the stor y is  unusual ,  p lease don’t  d ismiss the 
message.   God,  in His per fect  wisdom, has decided to let  you and me,  as 

His fo l lowers,  be the ones that  bear the frui t .  He has determined that  
bear ing frui t  is  our  ro le .  Jesus’  ro le is  to prompt and empower us by His 
Spir i t  as we abide IN HIM. 
 
We al l  enjoy specia l  stor ies,  but  i t  is  just  as specia l  and frui t fu l  to forgive 
offenses,  love the di fficult  person,  pray for  miracles,  receive God’s joy 
when circumstances are chal lenging,  and be pat ient  and fa i thful  and 
gent le and sel f-control led.   By this ,  our  Father God is  glor ified;  we bear 
much frui t  and prove to be His disc iples.  

How does that  make you feel?

Write your prayer :

42ABIDE IN JESUS  |  IS  ABIDING PASSIVE?



Before we address the quest ion,  let ’s  pray with King David through Psalm 
145.  Pray as you read:

“ I  wi l l  extol  you,  my God and King,
and bless your name forever and ever.
Ever y day I  wi l l  b less you
and praise your name forever and ever.
Great  is  the Lord,  and great ly  to be praised,
and his  greatness is  unsearchable.

One generat ion shal l  commend your works to another,
and shal l  declare your mighty acts.
On the glor ious splendor of  your majesty,
and on your wondrous works,  I  wi l l  meditate.
They shal l  speak of  the might of  your awesome deeds,
and I  wi l l  declare your greatness.
They shal l  pour for th the fame of  your abundant goodness
and shal l  s ing aloud of  your r ighteousness.

The Lord is  gracious and merci fu l ,
s low to anger and abounding in steadfast  love.
The Lord is  good to a l l ,
and his  mercy is  over a l l  that  he has made.”

What does King David mean when he says that  God’s greatness is  
unsearchable?

Guided by Psalm 145,  l ist  at  least  four of  God’s at tr ibutes.

Please pray with us:

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing.  I  accept your 
invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you want to give.   
Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your wi l l .   In  Jesus’  
Name.  Amen.”

IS  ABIDING PASSIVE?

Absolutely not .  

Then the people said to Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the works 
of  God?” He answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you bel ieve 
in Him whom He has sent .”  John 6:28-29

God has cal led His people to bel ieve IN Him. Bel ief  requires act ion.  One 
can bel ieve for  a moment without act ing.  But ,  over t ime,  bel ief  and act ion 
are inseparable.  

I t  takes effor t  to bel ieve.  I t  takes for t i tude to push away obstacles that  
cause us to not  ‘bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent’.   Our s in nature,  the 
worldly system, and the devi l  a l l  oppose God.   There is  nothing passive 
about bel ieving and abiding.   Abiding IN Chr ist  is  act ive and di l igent bel ief  
that  we can only re ly on God.  Praise God!  He is  ready to empower us to do 
so.

Do you bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent?  Many Chr ist ians wi l l  answer,  
“Most of  the t ime.”   

In  fu l l  t ransparency before God,  confess what you don’t  bel ieve about His 
c la ims.  He is  not  surpr ised by our unbel ief.  He knows.  Write a prayer 
asking for  Him to suppor t ,  teach,  and correct  you -  giv ing you the gi ft  of  
fa i th as you abide IN HIM.

Remember just  before Chr ist ’s  t r ia l  and crucifixion,  Peter ’s  unbel ief  
caused him to abandon Christ .   Then,  after  the resurrect ion,  Jesus 
restored Peter  to Himself  –  see John 21.

Jesus knows that  we have t imes when we don’t  real ly  bel ieve – our act ions 
communicate our real  bel iefs.   He knows and He loves us anyway.   He is  
cont inual ly  cal l ing to us to fo l low Him.

JESUS IS INVITING US TO ACTIVELY BEAR FRUIT

God can do anything he pleases at  any t ime.   I f  i t  is  His wi l l ,  He can give 
someone that  has never heard of  Jesus a dream that  prompts that  person 
to seek Him. He can create another universe.  Nothing hinders Him.  
Therefore,  as you read the fo l lowing message,  don’t  hear that  God is  
l imited.   He is  not .   Please hear that  God is invit ing us into the most 
abundant oppor tunity and blessing of our l ives .

I t  is  cr i t ical ly  impor tant to understand that  abiding IN Jesus is  act ive and 
di l igent re l iance on God.  God has chosen us to par t ic ipate with Him in 
act ing-out His wi l l  on ear th -  to bear f ru i t  by the power He gives us.   That 
work (bel ieving and abiding IN Him) and the result  (bear ing frui t )  wi l l  not  
be done sole ly by Jesus.  God,  in His per fect ion,  has chosen to share a 
heavenly responsibi l i ty  with His people.  That is  the bear ing of  Godly fru i t .   
He has given us the responsibi l i ty,  oppor tunity,  and blessing of  
f ru i t-bear ing.  Abiding is  not  passive.

Andrew Murray writes (paraphrased) :
“Without the v ine ( Jesus)  the branch (bel ievers)  can do nothing.  The 
branch owes ever ything to the v ine:  i ts  place in the v ineyard,  i ts  l i fe  and 
i ts  f ru i t fu lness.   And so,  the Lord says,  “Without me,  you can do nothing.”   
Each day,  the bel iever can be pleasing to God only in what he does 
through the power of  Chr ist  dwel l ing in him.  The dai ly  in-flowing of  the 
l i fe-sap of  the Holy Spir i t  is  h is  only power to bear f ru i t .  He l ives a lone in 
Him and is  completely dependent on Him alone.

Without the branch the v ine can also do nothing.  A vine without branches 
can bear no frui t .   The vine is  total ly  dependent on the branch as the 
branch is  completely dependent on the v ine.   This is the wonder ful  
condescension (voluntary descent from one's rank) of Jesus,  that just 
as His people are dependent on Him, He has made Himself  dependent 
on them. He has chosen that ,  without His disc iples,  He cannot dispense 
His blessing to the world;  He cannot offer  s inners the grapes of  the heav-
enly Canaan.  Don’t  th ink of  th is  as new or astonishing.   Jesus did this  
Himself.  This is  the high honor which He has cal led His redeemed disciple .   
As cr i t ical  as He is  to them in heaven ( from Him their  f ru i t  is  found) ,  they 
are just  as indispensable to Him on ear th ( through them His fru i t  is  found) .   
Bel ievers,  meditate on this ,  unt i l  your soul  bows to worship God – His 
majesty and the myster y of  the per fect  union between Christ  and the 
bel iever.

There is more:  as neither the vine nor the branch is anything without 
the other,  so is neither anything except to serve the other – each is for 

the other.”

God’s purposes and plans wi l l  be done with or  without us.   He does not 
need us.   But ,  because of  His love for  us,  God is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate 
in the heavenly work of  redeeming His creat ion – for  His glor y and our 
good.

Please write your response or  quest ions to the messages above:

Our act ive work bears frui t  f rom the outgrowth of  a healthy,  v igorous l i fe  
IN Chr ist  -  the Spir i t  and power of  Chr ist  l iv ing and working IN us.  That 
power works effectively through us when our main effor ts are toward 
maintaining an int imate dialogue with our Lord.   As He flows into us,  our  
work of  bel ieving wi l l  bear f ru i t  in  God’s wi l l .   We are not pipes,  in  the 
sense that ,  as a pipe carr ies water,  i t  does not dr ink of  i t .   We are l ike 
branches – act ively involved.   In  order to bear f ru i t ,  the sap of  the v ine 
( Jesus)  must first  enter  the branch (us)  so that  the branch is  nour ished and 
strengthened.  At the same t ime,  the Gardener (God the Father )  prunes 
and shapes the branch to be more effect ive.   Then,  upon direct ion from 
Christ  and empowered by Him, we become par t ic ipants in the creat ion of  
Godly fru i t .

John 14:12-14
“Truly,  t ru ly,  I  say to you,  whoever bel ieves in me wil l  also do the works 
that I  do;  and greater works than these wil l  he do,  because I  am going 
to the Father.  Whatever you ask in my name,  this  I  wi l l  do,  that  the Father 
may be glor ified in the Son.  I f  you ask me anything in my name,  I  wi l l  do 
i t .”  

Please l ist  Jesus’  promises out l ined in John 14:12-14 above:

PASSIVE?

15 mi les east  of  Por t  Au Pr ince,  100 yards off  the main east-west road 
going to the Dominican Republ ic  s i ts  Foundat ion de Ebenezer.   I t ’s  a 
ministr y hub;  a source of  l ight  containing a school ,  c l in ic ,  orphan homes,  
guest  house,  and church ser ving one of  the tougher communit ies in Hait i .   
Ebenezer was bui l t  by Pastor  Claude Mondesir.   God was the architect .

Years before the ear thquake,  God had given Claude a v is ion for  th is  
ministr y.   Specifical ly,  he saw a v is ion of  a new church with a t in roof  and 
a basement .   T in roofs are considered cheap,  and basements are a lmost 
unheard of  in Hait i .   Claude relented and bui l t  the basement but refused 
to make God’s House on the cheap.   He would bui ld a concrete roof,  but  i t  
d idn’t  hold.   Par t  of  the roof  fe l l  in .   Humbled,  Claude was glad that  no one 
died and finished the construct ion as directed.   The church stood with a 
t in roof  and a basement ,  which Claude tr ied to use for  var ious purposes 
that  never stuck .   F inal ly,  he just  left  the basement empty.

Januar y 12th,  2010,  the largest  ear thquake in more than 100 years struck 
Hait i .   In  less than a minute,  c lose to 200,000 people died and 2,000,000 
were displaced,  hungr y and homeless.   The internat ional  community 
wanted to respond,  but  i t  was di fficult .   With the seapor t  and the airpor t  
damaged,  i t  seemed as i f  there was no way to get  help to the people,  but  
for  those who knew the countr y,  the back door was open.

On Januar y 15th,  GO Project ,  a  ministr y par tner of  Claude's,  brought a 
semi-truck from the Dominican Republ ic  to Hait i .   The 18-wheeler  was 
fil led with food,  water,  and suppl ies,  but  where could they unload?  Where 
was there a secure,  dr y,  accessible storage center  that  could receive such 
a large shipment?

Pastor  Claude’s church basement .

The semi unloaded.   In  the evenings,  when the c i ty s lept ,  other local  
pastors backed up whatever vehic le they could find.   Dump trucks,  p ick-up 
trucks,  and cars fi l led to capacity left  Claude’s proper ty and distr ibuted 
food to thousands of  people s leeping in church parking lots.   I t  was a 
scene that  repeated i tsel f  scores of  t imes over the next three months.   I t  
was seen in the mind of  God long before;  shared with Pastor  Claude in his  
abiding re lat ionship with Jesus.

This is  a dramatic  example of  abiding IN Jesus,  bel ieving Him, and trust ing 
His leading.   Just  because the stor y is  unusual ,  p lease don’t  d ismiss the 
message.   God,  in His per fect  wisdom, has decided to let  you and me,  as 

His fo l lowers,  be the ones that  bear the frui t .  He has determined that  
bear ing frui t  is  our  ro le .  Jesus’  ro le is  to prompt and empower us by His 
Spir i t  as we abide IN HIM. 
 
We al l  enjoy specia l  stor ies,  but  i t  is  just  as specia l  and frui t fu l  to forgive 
offenses,  love the di fficult  person,  pray for  miracles,  receive God’s joy 
when circumstances are chal lenging,  and be pat ient  and fa i thful  and 
gent le and sel f-control led.   By this ,  our  Father God is  glor ified;  we bear 
much frui t  and prove to be His disc iples.  

How does that  make you feel?

Write your prayer :

43 ABIDE IN JESUS  |  HIS INVITATION



Before we address the quest ion,  let ’s  pray with King David through Psalm 
145.  Pray as you read:

“ I  wi l l  extol  you,  my God and King,
and bless your name forever and ever.
Ever y day I  wi l l  b less you
and praise your name forever and ever.
Great  is  the Lord,  and great ly  to be praised,
and his  greatness is  unsearchable.

One generat ion shal l  commend your works to another,
and shal l  declare your mighty acts.
On the glor ious splendor of  your majesty,
and on your wondrous works,  I  wi l l  meditate.
They shal l  speak of  the might of  your awesome deeds,
and I  wi l l  declare your greatness.
They shal l  pour for th the fame of  your abundant goodness
and shal l  s ing aloud of  your r ighteousness.

The Lord is  gracious and merci fu l ,
s low to anger and abounding in steadfast  love.
The Lord is  good to a l l ,
and his  mercy is  over a l l  that  he has made.”

What does King David mean when he says that  God’s greatness is  
unsearchable?

Guided by Psalm 145,  l ist  at  least  four of  God’s at tr ibutes.

Please pray with us:

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing.  I  accept your 
invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you want to give.   
Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your wi l l .   In  Jesus’  
Name.  Amen.”

IS  ABIDING PASSIVE?

Absolutely not .  

Then the people said to Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the works 
of  God?” He answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you bel ieve 
in Him whom He has sent .”  John 6:28-29

God has cal led His people to bel ieve IN Him. Bel ief  requires act ion.  One 
can bel ieve for  a moment without act ing.  But ,  over t ime,  bel ief  and act ion 
are inseparable.  

I t  takes effor t  to bel ieve.  I t  takes for t i tude to push away obstacles that  
cause us to not  ‘bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent’.   Our s in nature,  the 
worldly system, and the devi l  a l l  oppose God.   There is  nothing passive 
about bel ieving and abiding.   Abiding IN Chr ist  is  act ive and di l igent bel ief  
that  we can only re ly on God.  Praise God!  He is  ready to empower us to do 
so.

Do you bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent?  Many Chr ist ians wi l l  answer,  
“Most of  the t ime.”   

In  fu l l  t ransparency before God,  confess what you don’t  bel ieve about His 
c la ims.  He is  not  surpr ised by our unbel ief.  He knows.  Write a prayer 
asking for  Him to suppor t ,  teach,  and correct  you -  giv ing you the gi ft  of  
fa i th as you abide IN HIM.

Remember just  before Chr ist ’s  t r ia l  and crucifixion,  Peter ’s  unbel ief  
caused him to abandon Christ .   Then,  after  the resurrect ion,  Jesus 
restored Peter  to Himself  –  see John 21.

Jesus knows that  we have t imes when we don’t  real ly  bel ieve – our act ions 
communicate our real  bel iefs.   He knows and He loves us anyway.   He is  
cont inual ly  cal l ing to us to fo l low Him.

JESUS IS INVITING US TO ACTIVELY BEAR FRUIT

God can do anything he pleases at  any t ime.   I f  i t  is  His wi l l ,  He can give 
someone that  has never heard of  Jesus a dream that  prompts that  person 
to seek Him. He can create another universe.  Nothing hinders Him.  
Therefore,  as you read the fo l lowing message,  don’t  hear that  God is  
l imited.   He is  not .   Please hear that  God is invit ing us into the most 
abundant oppor tunity and blessing of our l ives .

I t  is  cr i t ical ly  impor tant to understand that  abiding IN Jesus is  act ive and 
di l igent re l iance on God.  God has chosen us to par t ic ipate with Him in 
act ing-out His wi l l  on ear th -  to bear f ru i t  by the power He gives us.   That 
work (bel ieving and abiding IN Him) and the result  (bear ing frui t )  wi l l  not  
be done sole ly by Jesus.  God,  in His per fect ion,  has chosen to share a 
heavenly responsibi l i ty  with His people.  That is  the bear ing of  Godly fru i t .   
He has given us the responsibi l i ty,  oppor tunity,  and blessing of  
f ru i t-bear ing.  Abiding is  not  passive.

Andrew Murray writes (paraphrased) :
“Without the v ine ( Jesus)  the branch (bel ievers)  can do nothing.  The 
branch owes ever ything to the v ine:  i ts  place in the v ineyard,  i ts  l i fe  and 
i ts  f ru i t fu lness.   And so,  the Lord says,  “Without me,  you can do nothing.”   
Each day,  the bel iever can be pleasing to God only in what he does 
through the power of  Chr ist  dwel l ing in him.  The dai ly  in-flowing of  the 
l i fe-sap of  the Holy Spir i t  is  h is  only power to bear f ru i t .  He l ives a lone in 
Him and is  completely dependent on Him alone.

Without the branch the v ine can also do nothing.  A vine without branches 
can bear no frui t .   The vine is  total ly  dependent on the branch as the 
branch is  completely dependent on the v ine.   This is the wonder ful  
condescension (voluntary descent from one's rank) of Jesus,  that just 
as His people are dependent on Him, He has made Himself  dependent 
on them. He has chosen that ,  without His disc iples,  He cannot dispense 
His blessing to the world;  He cannot offer  s inners the grapes of  the heav-
enly Canaan.  Don’t  th ink of  th is  as new or astonishing.   Jesus did this  
Himself.  This is  the high honor which He has cal led His redeemed disciple .   
As cr i t ical  as He is  to them in heaven ( from Him their  f ru i t  is  found) ,  they 
are just  as indispensable to Him on ear th ( through them His fru i t  is  found) .   
Bel ievers,  meditate on this ,  unt i l  your soul  bows to worship God – His 
majesty and the myster y of  the per fect  union between Christ  and the 
bel iever.

There is more:  as neither the vine nor the branch is anything without 
the other,  so is neither anything except to serve the other – each is for 

the other.”

God’s purposes and plans wi l l  be done with or  without us.   He does not 
need us.   But ,  because of  His love for  us,  God is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate 
in the heavenly work of  redeeming His creat ion – for  His glor y and our 
good.

Please write your response or  quest ions to the messages above:

Our act ive work bears frui t  f rom the outgrowth of  a healthy,  v igorous l i fe  
IN Chr ist  -  the Spir i t  and power of  Chr ist  l iv ing and working IN us.  That 
power works effectively through us when our main effor ts are toward 
maintaining an int imate dialogue with our Lord.   As He flows into us,  our  
work of  bel ieving wi l l  bear f ru i t  in  God’s wi l l .   We are not pipes,  in  the 
sense that ,  as a pipe carr ies water,  i t  does not dr ink of  i t .   We are l ike 
branches – act ively involved.   In  order to bear f ru i t ,  the sap of  the v ine 
( Jesus)  must first  enter  the branch (us)  so that  the branch is  nour ished and 
strengthened.  At the same t ime,  the Gardener (God the Father )  prunes 
and shapes the branch to be more effect ive.   Then,  upon direct ion from 
Christ  and empowered by Him, we become par t ic ipants in the creat ion of  
Godly fru i t .

John 14:12-14
“Truly,  t ru ly,  I  say to you,  whoever bel ieves in me wil l  also do the works 
that I  do;  and greater works than these wil l  he do,  because I  am going 
to the Father.  Whatever you ask in my name,  this  I  wi l l  do,  that  the Father 
may be glor ified in the Son.  I f  you ask me anything in my name,  I  wi l l  do 
i t .”  

Please l ist  Jesus’  promises out l ined in John 14:12-14 above:

PASSIVE?

15 mi les east  of  Por t  Au Pr ince,  100 yards off  the main east-west road 
going to the Dominican Republ ic  s i ts  Foundat ion de Ebenezer.   I t ’s  a 
ministr y hub;  a source of  l ight  containing a school ,  c l in ic ,  orphan homes,  
guest  house,  and church ser ving one of  the tougher communit ies in Hait i .   
Ebenezer was bui l t  by Pastor  Claude Mondesir.   God was the architect .

Years before the ear thquake,  God had given Claude a v is ion for  th is  
ministr y.   Specifical ly,  he saw a v is ion of  a new church with a t in roof  and 
a basement .   T in roofs are considered cheap,  and basements are a lmost 
unheard of  in Hait i .   Claude relented and bui l t  the basement but refused 
to make God’s House on the cheap.   He would bui ld a concrete roof,  but  i t  
d idn’t  hold.   Par t  of  the roof  fe l l  in .   Humbled,  Claude was glad that  no one 
died and finished the construct ion as directed.   The church stood with a 
t in roof  and a basement ,  which Claude tr ied to use for  var ious purposes 
that  never stuck .   F inal ly,  he just  left  the basement empty.

Januar y 12th,  2010,  the largest  ear thquake in more than 100 years struck 
Hait i .   In  less than a minute,  c lose to 200,000 people died and 2,000,000 
were displaced,  hungr y and homeless.   The internat ional  community 
wanted to respond,  but  i t  was di fficult .   With the seapor t  and the airpor t  
damaged,  i t  seemed as i f  there was no way to get  help to the people,  but  
for  those who knew the countr y,  the back door was open.

On Januar y 15th,  GO Project ,  a  ministr y par tner of  Claude's,  brought a 
semi-truck from the Dominican Republ ic  to Hait i .   The 18-wheeler  was 
fil led with food,  water,  and suppl ies,  but  where could they unload?  Where 
was there a secure,  dr y,  accessible storage center  that  could receive such 
a large shipment?

Pastor  Claude’s church basement .

The semi unloaded.   In  the evenings,  when the c i ty s lept ,  other local  
pastors backed up whatever vehic le they could find.   Dump trucks,  p ick-up 
trucks,  and cars fi l led to capacity left  Claude’s proper ty and distr ibuted 
food to thousands of  people s leeping in church parking lots.   I t  was a 
scene that  repeated i tsel f  scores of  t imes over the next three months.   I t  
was seen in the mind of  God long before;  shared with Pastor  Claude in his  
abiding re lat ionship with Jesus.

This is  a dramatic  example of  abiding IN Jesus,  bel ieving Him, and trust ing 
His leading.   Just  because the stor y is  unusual ,  p lease don’t  d ismiss the 
message.   God,  in His per fect  wisdom, has decided to let  you and me,  as 

His fo l lowers,  be the ones that  bear the frui t .  He has determined that  
bear ing frui t  is  our  ro le .  Jesus’  ro le is  to prompt and empower us by His 
Spir i t  as we abide IN HIM. 
 
We al l  enjoy specia l  stor ies,  but  i t  is  just  as specia l  and frui t fu l  to forgive 
offenses,  love the di fficult  person,  pray for  miracles,  receive God’s joy 
when circumstances are chal lenging,  and be pat ient  and fa i thful  and 
gent le and sel f-control led.   By this ,  our  Father God is  glor ified;  we bear 
much frui t  and prove to be His disc iples.  

How does that  make you feel?

Write your prayer :

44

CHAPTER SEVEN:

prune
/proon/

verb
trim (a tree, shrub, or bush) by cutting 
away dead or overgrown branches or 
stems, especially to increase fruitfulness 
and growth

reduce the extent of (something) by 
removing superfluous or unwanted 
parts

PRUNED OR
THROWN AWAY?



Before we address the quest ion,  let ’s  pray with King David through Psalm 
145.  Pray as you read:

“ I  wi l l  extol  you,  my God and King,
and bless your name forever and ever.
Ever y day I  wi l l  b less you
and praise your name forever and ever.
Great  is  the Lord,  and great ly  to be praised,
and his  greatness is  unsearchable.

One generat ion shal l  commend your works to another,
and shal l  declare your mighty acts.
On the glor ious splendor of  your majesty,
and on your wondrous works,  I  wi l l  meditate.
They shal l  speak of  the might of  your awesome deeds,
and I  wi l l  declare your greatness.
They shal l  pour for th the fame of  your abundant goodness
and shal l  s ing aloud of  your r ighteousness.

The Lord is  gracious and merci fu l ,
s low to anger and abounding in steadfast  love.
The Lord is  good to a l l ,
and his  mercy is  over a l l  that  he has made.”

What does King David mean when he says that  God’s greatness is  
unsearchable?

Guided by Psalm 145,  l ist  at  least  four of  God’s at tr ibutes.

Please pray with us:

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing.  I  accept your 
invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you want to give.   
Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your wi l l .   In  Jesus’  
Name.  Amen.”

IS  ABIDING PASSIVE?

Absolutely not .  

Then the people said to Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the works 
of  God?” He answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you bel ieve 
in Him whom He has sent .”  John 6:28-29

God has cal led His people to bel ieve IN Him. Bel ief  requires act ion.  One 
can bel ieve for  a moment without act ing.  But ,  over t ime,  bel ief  and act ion 
are inseparable.  

I t  takes effor t  to bel ieve.  I t  takes for t i tude to push away obstacles that  
cause us to not  ‘bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent’.   Our s in nature,  the 
worldly system, and the devi l  a l l  oppose God.   There is  nothing passive 
about bel ieving and abiding.   Abiding IN Chr ist  is  act ive and di l igent bel ief  
that  we can only re ly on God.  Praise God!  He is  ready to empower us to do 
so.

Do you bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent?  Many Chr ist ians wi l l  answer,  
“Most of  the t ime.”   

In  fu l l  t ransparency before God,  confess what you don’t  bel ieve about His 
c la ims.  He is  not  surpr ised by our unbel ief.  He knows.  Write a prayer 
asking for  Him to suppor t ,  teach,  and correct  you -  giv ing you the gi ft  of  
fa i th as you abide IN HIM.

Remember just  before Chr ist ’s  t r ia l  and crucifixion,  Peter ’s  unbel ief  
caused him to abandon Christ .   Then,  after  the resurrect ion,  Jesus 
restored Peter  to Himself  –  see John 21.

Jesus knows that  we have t imes when we don’t  real ly  bel ieve – our act ions 
communicate our real  bel iefs.   He knows and He loves us anyway.   He is  
cont inual ly  cal l ing to us to fo l low Him.

JESUS IS INVITING US TO ACTIVELY BEAR FRUIT

God can do anything he pleases at  any t ime.   I f  i t  is  His wi l l ,  He can give 
someone that  has never heard of  Jesus a dream that  prompts that  person 
to seek Him. He can create another universe.  Nothing hinders Him.  
Therefore,  as you read the fo l lowing message,  don’t  hear that  God is  
l imited.   He is  not .   Please hear that  God is invit ing us into the most 
abundant oppor tunity and blessing of our l ives .

I t  is  cr i t ical ly  impor tant to understand that  abiding IN Jesus is  act ive and 
di l igent re l iance on God.  God has chosen us to par t ic ipate with Him in 
act ing-out His wi l l  on ear th -  to bear f ru i t  by the power He gives us.   That 
work (bel ieving and abiding IN Him) and the result  (bear ing frui t )  wi l l  not  
be done sole ly by Jesus.  God,  in His per fect ion,  has chosen to share a 
heavenly responsibi l i ty  with His people.  That is  the bear ing of  Godly fru i t .   
He has given us the responsibi l i ty,  oppor tunity,  and blessing of  
f ru i t-bear ing.  Abiding is  not  passive.

Andrew Murray writes (paraphrased) :
“Without the v ine ( Jesus)  the branch (bel ievers)  can do nothing.  The 
branch owes ever ything to the v ine:  i ts  place in the v ineyard,  i ts  l i fe  and 
i ts  f ru i t fu lness.   And so,  the Lord says,  “Without me,  you can do nothing.”   
Each day,  the bel iever can be pleasing to God only in what he does 
through the power of  Chr ist  dwel l ing in him.  The dai ly  in-flowing of  the 
l i fe-sap of  the Holy Spir i t  is  h is  only power to bear f ru i t .  He l ives a lone in 
Him and is  completely dependent on Him alone.

Without the branch the v ine can also do nothing.  A vine without branches 
can bear no frui t .   The vine is  total ly  dependent on the branch as the 
branch is  completely dependent on the v ine.   This is the wonder ful  
condescension (voluntary descent from one's rank) of Jesus,  that just 
as His people are dependent on Him, He has made Himself  dependent 
on them. He has chosen that ,  without His disc iples,  He cannot dispense 
His blessing to the world;  He cannot offer  s inners the grapes of  the heav-
enly Canaan.  Don’t  th ink of  th is  as new or astonishing.   Jesus did this  
Himself.  This is  the high honor which He has cal led His redeemed disciple .   
As cr i t ical  as He is  to them in heaven ( from Him their  f ru i t  is  found) ,  they 
are just  as indispensable to Him on ear th ( through them His fru i t  is  found) .   
Bel ievers,  meditate on this ,  unt i l  your soul  bows to worship God – His 
majesty and the myster y of  the per fect  union between Christ  and the 
bel iever.

There is more:  as neither the vine nor the branch is anything without 
the other,  so is neither anything except to serve the other – each is for 

the other.”

God’s purposes and plans wi l l  be done with or  without us.   He does not 
need us.   But ,  because of  His love for  us,  God is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate 
in the heavenly work of  redeeming His creat ion – for  His glor y and our 
good.

Please write your response or  quest ions to the messages above:

Our act ive work bears frui t  f rom the outgrowth of  a healthy,  v igorous l i fe  
IN Chr ist  -  the Spir i t  and power of  Chr ist  l iv ing and working IN us.  That 
power works effectively through us when our main effor ts are toward 
maintaining an int imate dialogue with our Lord.   As He flows into us,  our  
work of  bel ieving wi l l  bear f ru i t  in  God’s wi l l .   We are not pipes,  in  the 
sense that ,  as a pipe carr ies water,  i t  does not dr ink of  i t .   We are l ike 
branches – act ively involved.   In  order to bear f ru i t ,  the sap of  the v ine 
( Jesus)  must first  enter  the branch (us)  so that  the branch is  nour ished and 
strengthened.  At the same t ime,  the Gardener (God the Father )  prunes 
and shapes the branch to be more effect ive.   Then,  upon direct ion from 
Christ  and empowered by Him, we become par t ic ipants in the creat ion of  
Godly fru i t .

John 14:12-14
“Truly,  t ru ly,  I  say to you,  whoever bel ieves in me wil l  also do the works 
that I  do;  and greater works than these wil l  he do,  because I  am going 
to the Father.  Whatever you ask in my name,  this  I  wi l l  do,  that  the Father 
may be glor ified in the Son.  I f  you ask me anything in my name,  I  wi l l  do 
i t .”  

Please l ist  Jesus’  promises out l ined in John 14:12-14 above:

PASSIVE?

15 mi les east  of  Por t  Au Pr ince,  100 yards off  the main east-west road 
going to the Dominican Republ ic  s i ts  Foundat ion de Ebenezer.   I t ’s  a 
ministr y hub;  a source of  l ight  containing a school ,  c l in ic ,  orphan homes,  
guest  house,  and church ser ving one of  the tougher communit ies in Hait i .   
Ebenezer was bui l t  by Pastor  Claude Mondesir.   God was the architect .

Years before the ear thquake,  God had given Claude a v is ion for  th is  
ministr y.   Specifical ly,  he saw a v is ion of  a new church with a t in roof  and 
a basement .   T in roofs are considered cheap,  and basements are a lmost 
unheard of  in Hait i .   Claude relented and bui l t  the basement but refused 
to make God’s House on the cheap.   He would bui ld a concrete roof,  but  i t  
d idn’t  hold.   Par t  of  the roof  fe l l  in .   Humbled,  Claude was glad that  no one 
died and finished the construct ion as directed.   The church stood with a 
t in roof  and a basement ,  which Claude tr ied to use for  var ious purposes 
that  never stuck .   F inal ly,  he just  left  the basement empty.

Januar y 12th,  2010,  the largest  ear thquake in more than 100 years struck 
Hait i .   In  less than a minute,  c lose to 200,000 people died and 2,000,000 
were displaced,  hungr y and homeless.   The internat ional  community 
wanted to respond,  but  i t  was di fficult .   With the seapor t  and the airpor t  
damaged,  i t  seemed as i f  there was no way to get  help to the people,  but  
for  those who knew the countr y,  the back door was open.

On Januar y 15th,  GO Project ,  a  ministr y par tner of  Claude's,  brought a 
semi-truck from the Dominican Republ ic  to Hait i .   The 18-wheeler  was 
fil led with food,  water,  and suppl ies,  but  where could they unload?  Where 
was there a secure,  dr y,  accessible storage center  that  could receive such 
a large shipment?

Pastor  Claude’s church basement .

The semi unloaded.   In  the evenings,  when the c i ty s lept ,  other local  
pastors backed up whatever vehic le they could find.   Dump trucks,  p ick-up 
trucks,  and cars fi l led to capacity left  Claude’s proper ty and distr ibuted 
food to thousands of  people s leeping in church parking lots.   I t  was a 
scene that  repeated i tsel f  scores of  t imes over the next three months.   I t  
was seen in the mind of  God long before;  shared with Pastor  Claude in his  
abiding re lat ionship with Jesus.

This is  a dramatic  example of  abiding IN Jesus,  bel ieving Him, and trust ing 
His leading.   Just  because the stor y is  unusual ,  p lease don’t  d ismiss the 
message.   God,  in His per fect  wisdom, has decided to let  you and me,  as 

His fo l lowers,  be the ones that  bear the frui t .  He has determined that  
bear ing frui t  is  our  ro le .  Jesus’  ro le is  to prompt and empower us by His 
Spir i t  as we abide IN HIM. 
 
We al l  enjoy specia l  stor ies,  but  i t  is  just  as specia l  and frui t fu l  to forgive 
offenses,  love the di fficult  person,  pray for  miracles,  receive God’s joy 
when circumstances are chal lenging,  and be pat ient  and fa i thful  and 
gent le and sel f-control led.   By this ,  our  Father God is  glor ified;  we bear 
much frui t  and prove to be His disc iples.  

How does that  make you feel?

Write your prayer :

Before we dive into this  chal lenging subject ,  let ’s  s low down and remind 
ourselves of  who created truth.

Excerpts from Psalm 18:
“ I  love you,  O Lord,  my strength.  The Lord is  my rock and my for tress and 
my del iverer,  my God,  my rock ,  in  whom I  take refuge,  my shie ld,  and the 
horn of  my salvat ion,  my stronghold.   With the merci fu l  you show yourself  
merci fu l ;  with the blameless man you show yourself  b lameless;  with the 
purified you show yourself  pure;  and with the crooked you make yourself  
seem tor tuous.  For  you save a humble people,  but  the haughty eyes you 
br ing down. For i t  is  you who l ight  my lamp;  the Lord my God l ightens my 
darkness.   For  by you I  can run against  a troop,  and by my God I  can leap 
over a wal l .  This God—his way is  per fect ;  the word of  the Lord proves 
true;  he is a shield for al l  those who take refuge in Him.”

Guided by Psalm 18,  l ist  several  of  our Lord’s at tr ibutes.    

John 15:1-2 
“ I  am the true v ine,  and my Father is  the v inedresser.  Ever y branch in me 
that  does not bear f ru i t  he takes away,  and ever y branch that  does bear 
f ru i t  he prunes,  that  i t  may bear more frui t .”  

The topics of  spir i tual  pruning (God tra ining us to be more frui t fu l )  and 
removal  f rom Him (temporar y or  eternal )  are di fficult .   We can star t  with 
what we know. First ,  God is  a lways invit ing us into cont inuous 
re lat ionship IN HIM where we par t ic ipate in HIs redemption of  ever ything.  
That re lat ionship is  IN HIM – not with Him or  beside Him, i t  is  IN Him.  I f  
we accept that  invitat ion and remain in Him, we wi l l  be empowered to do 
his  wi l l  –  bear f ru i t .   Second,  as we out l ined in the previous chapter,  God,  
in His per fect ion,  has decided wi l l  that  He is  not  the branch that  bears 
fru i t  –  we are.   I t  fo l lows that ,  i f  we bear f ru i t ,  He wi l l  t ra in and prune us 
to bear more frui t .  I t  a lso fo l lows that ,  i f  we elect  to ignore God’s 
invitat ion to abide IN Jesus,  He wi l l  cause His wi l l  to be done through 
someone else.

GOD’S WILL IS DONE IF WE PARTICIPATE OR NOT

“And some of  the Phar isees in the crowd said to Him, “Teacher,  rebuke 
your disc iples.”  He answered,  “ I  te l l  you,  i f  these were s i lent ,  the ver y 
stones would cr y out .””  Luke 19:39-40

“Then Mordecai  to ld them to reply to Esther,  “Do not think to yourself  that  
in the k ing’s palace you wi l l  escape any more than al l  the other Jews.  For 
if  you keep si lent at this t ime, rel ief  and del iverance wil l  r ise for the 
Jews from another place,  but  you and your father ’s  house wi l l  per ish.  And 
who knows whether you have not come to the k ingdom for  such a t ime as 
this?”  Ester  4:13-14

From above,  what phrases or  t ruths are encouraging to you?

What phrases or  messages are di fficult  for  you?

PETER WAS PRUNED

Simon Peter,  a  common man,  was invited by Jesus to fo l low Him. Peter  
was cal led to fo l low, watch,  learn,  obey and bear f ru i t .   Dur ing one of  
Jesus’  first  interact ions with Peter,  Jesus told Peter  to fish di f ferent ly  than 
he had previously.   The results  we dif ferent too.

Jesus said to Simon,  “Put out  into the deep and let  down your nets for  a 
catch.”  And Simon answered,  “Master,  we toi led al l  n ight and took noth-
ing!  But at  your word I  wi l l  let  down the nets.”  And when they had done 
th is ,  they enclosed a large number of  fish,  and their  nets were breaking.  
They s ignaled to their  par tners in the other boat to come and help them. 
And they came and fil led both the boats,  so that  they began to s ink .  But 
when Simon Peter  saw i t ,  he fe l l  down at  Jesus’  knees,  saying,  “Depar t  
f rom me,  for  I  am a s inful  man,  O Lord.”  For  he and al l  who were with him 

were astonished at  the catch of  fish that  they had taken,  and so also were 
James and John,  sons of  Zebedee,  who were par tners with Simon.  And 
Jesus said to Simon,  “Do not be afra id;  f rom now on you wi l l  be catching 
men.”  And when they had brought their  boats to land,  they left  ever ything 
and fol lowed Him.”  Matthew 2:4-11 

Fol lowing this  stor y,  Peter  became a frui t fu l  d isc iple of  Jesus,  one of  the 
inner c i rc le .   But ,  Jesus had planned more for  Peter.   Jesus’  wi l l  for  Peter  
was to become a cr i t ical  person in carr y ing-out the redemption the 
WORLD. WOW!!  This ro le requires a person who is  str ipped of  selfish 
ambit ion and fear.   Even though Peter  was frui t fu l  and power ful  (dr iv ing 
out demons,  heal ing the s ick ,  and declar ing the truths of  God) he was not 
quite ready.   Jesus had planned for  Peter  to be one of  the “branches” that  
would launch His Church and change the world.   Peter ’s  pruning stor y 
fo l lows.

Matthew 16:21-24
“From that  t ime Jesus began to show his disc iples that  he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer  many things from the elders and chief  pr iests and 
scr ibes,  and be k i l led,  and on the third day be ra ised.  And Peter  took Him 
aside and began to rebuke Him, saying,  “Far  be i t  f rom you,  Lord!  This 
shal l  never happen to you.”  But he turned and said to Peter,  “Get behind 
me,  Satan!  You are a hindrance to me.  For you are not  sett ing your mind 
on the things of  God,  but  on the things of  man.  Then Jesus told his  
disc iples,  “ I f  anyone would come after  me,  let  h im deny himself  and take 
up his  cross and fol low me.  For whoever would save his  l i fe  wi l l  lose i t ,  
but whoever loses his  l i fe  for  my sake wi l l  find i t .

“Get behind me,  Satan!”   Real ly  strong words.   Although Peter  was 
rebuked,  the pruning was not complete.   Jesus te l ls  Peter  that  the pruning 
is  coming.

Luke 22:31-34
“Simon,  Simon,  behold,  Satan demanded to have you that  he might s i ft  you 
l ike wheat ,  but  I  have prayed for  you that  your fa i th may not fa i l .  And 
when you have turned again,  strengthen your brothers.”  Peter  said to Him, 
“Lord,  I  am ready to go with you both to pr ison and to death.”  Jesus said,  
“ I  te l l  you,  Peter,  the rooster  wi l l  not  crow this  day,  unt i l  you deny three 
t imes that  you know me.”

Luke 22:54-62
“Then they seized Jesus and led Him away,  br inging Him into the high 
pr iest’s  house,  and Peter  was fol lowing at  a distance.  And when they had 
kindled a fire in the middle of  the cour tyard and sat  down together,  Peter  

sat  down among them. Then a ser vant gir l ,  seeing him as he sat  in the 
l ight  and looking c losely at  h im,  said,  “This man also was with Him.”  But 
he denied i t ,  saying,  “Woman,  I  do not know Him.”  And a l i t t le  later  
someone else saw him and said,  “You also are one of  them.”  But Peter  
said,  “Man,  I  am not .”  And after  an inter val  of  about an hour st i l l  another 
insisted,  saying,  “Cer tainly this  man also was with Him, for  he too is  a 
Gal i lean.”  But Peter  said,  “Man,  I  do not know what you are ta lk ing about .”  
And immediately,  whi le he was st i l l  speaking,  the rooster  crowed.  And the 
Lord turned and looked at  Peter.  And Peter  remembered the saying of  the 
Lord,  how he had said to him,  “Before the rooster  crows today,  you wi l l  
deny me three t imes.”  And he went out and wept bitterly.

Ouch.  The branch had been pruned.

Peter  was left  without the abi l i ty  to reconci le  with Jesus because the 
Christ  was being hauled away to be crucified.  The hope of  seeing the 
Christ  establ ish His Kingdom was crashing.    

Can you understand Peter ’s  emotion?  What can you relate to?

Days later,  Jesus forgave Peter.   Jesus then guides Peter  back into his  ro le 
of  fo l lowing Him.

John 21:4-19 (after  Jesus’  crucifixion,  He appeared to His disc iple and 
over 500 others)
“Just  as day was breaking,  Jesus stood on the shore;  yet  the disc iples did 
not  know that  i t  was Jesus.  Jesus said to them, “Chi ldren,  do you have any 
fish?” They answered Him, “No.”  He said to them, “Cast  the net  on the 
r ight  s ide of  the boat ,  and you wi l l  find some.”  So they cast  i t ,  and now 
they were not able to haul  i t  in ,  because of  the quant i ty of  fish.  That 
disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter,  “ I t  is  the Lord!”  When 
Simon Peter  heard that  i t  was the Lord,  he put on his  outer  garment ,  for  
he was str ipped for  work ,  and threw himself  into the sea.  The other 
disciples came in the boat ,  dragging the net  fu l l  of  fish,  for  they were not 
far  f rom the land,  but  about a hundred yards off.

When they got out  on land,  they saw a charcoal  fire in place,  with fish la id 
out  on i t ,  and bread.  Jesus said to them, “Br ing some of  the fish that  you 

have just  caught .”  So Simon Peter  went aboard and hauled the net  ashore,  
fu l l  of  large fish,  153 of  them. And although there were so many,  the net  
was not torn.  Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast .”  Now none of  
the disc iples dared ask Him, “Who are you?” They knew it  was the Lord.  
Jesus came and took the bread and gave i t  to them, and so with the fish.  
This was now the third t ime that  Jesus was revealed to the disc iples after  
he was ra ised from the dead.

When they had finished breakfast ,  Jesus said to Simon Peter,  “Simon,  son 
of John,  do you love me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes,  Lord;  you 
know that I  love you.”  He said to him,  “Feed my lambs.”  He said to him a 
second t ime,  “Simon,  son of  John,  do you love me?” He said to Him, “Yes,  
Lord;  you know that I  love you.”  He said to him,  “Tend my sheep.”  He said 
to him the third t ime,  “Simon,  son of  John,  do you love me?” Peter  was 
gr ieved because he said to him the third t ime,  “Do you love me?” and he 
said to Him, “Lord,  you know ever ything;  you know that I  love you.”  Jesus 
said to him,  “Feed my sheep.  Truly,  t ru ly,  I  say to you,  when you were 
young,  you used to dress yourself  and walk wherever you wanted,  but  
when you are old,  you wi l l  stretch out your hands,  and another wi l l  dress 
you and carr y you where you do not want to go.”  ( This he said to show by 
what k ind of  death he was to glor i fy  God.)  And after saying this he said 
to him, “Fol low me.””

The Book of  Acts out l ines that ,  weeks later,  Peter  was a changed man.  He 
had been pruned and made stronger.   Now, fu l ly  re l iant  on the Holy Spir i t  
and abiding IN Jesus,  he was ready to par t ic ipate with Jesus in redeeming 
God’s creat ion.

Please write out  your thoughts and prayers.   What is  standing out to you?  
What c i rcumstances from your l i fe  is  God br inging to you now?

GOD IS PATIENT WITH STRUGGLING ABIDERS

Luke 13:6-9
And Jesus told this  parable:  “A man had a fig tree planted in his  v ineyard,  
and he came seeking frui t  on i t  and found none.  And he said to the 
v inedresser,  ‘Look ,  for  three years now I  have come seeking frui t  on this  
fig tree,  and I  find none.  Cut i t  down. Why should i t  use up the ground?’  
And he answered him,  ‘S ir,  let  i t  a lone this  year a lso,  unt i l  I  d ig around i t  
and put on manure.  Then i f  i t  should bear f ru i t  next  year,  wel l  and good;  
but  i f  not ,  you can cut  i t  down.’”  

THERE IS A TIME WHEN GOD WILL CUT A BRANCH

John 15:6
“I f  anyone does not abide in me he is  thrown away l ike a branch and 
withers;  and the branches are gathered,  thrown into the fire,  and burned.”

The stor y of  El i ’s  sons in 1 Samuel  2:12-36 is  a good example of  a branch 
being cut  of f  and destroyed.  We encourage you to read i t .

Matthew 7:21-23 
“Not ever yone who says to me,  ‘Lord,  Lord,’  wi l l  enter  the k ingdom of  
heaven,  but  the one who does the wi l l  of  my Father who is  in heaven.  On 
that  day many wi l l  say to me,  ‘Lord,  Lord,  d id we not prophesy in your 
name,  and cast  out  demons in your name,  and do many mighty works in 
your name?’  And then wi l l  I  declare to them, ‘ I  never knew you;  depar t  
f rom me,  you workers of  lawlessness.’  

OUR PATH

I f  the messages above concern you,  ask God to take you into Him. He is  
not hoping to find our disobedience and destroy us.   As we cont inue in our 
struggle against  our brokenness and s in ,  He cont inual ly  invites us to 
abide IN Him, rest  IN His safety,  receive al l  of  His gi fts  and love,  then 
fol low His lead.   Our path is  to abide.  

Please pray the fo l lowing prayer with us again.   Of course,  feel  f ree to 
expand and elaborate for  yourself.

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing.  I  accept your 
invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you want to give.   
Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your wi l l .   In  Jesus’  
Name.  Amen.”

What truths from this  chapter  are impact ing with you?

Take the answers above and,  as you abide IN HIM, pray prayers of  praise,  
pet i t ion,  quest ions,  and repentance….

45 ABIDE IN JESUS  |  HIS INVITATION



Before we address the quest ion,  let ’s  pray with King David through Psalm 
145.  Pray as you read:

“ I  wi l l  extol  you,  my God and King,
and bless your name forever and ever.
Ever y day I  wi l l  b less you
and praise your name forever and ever.
Great  is  the Lord,  and great ly  to be praised,
and his  greatness is  unsearchable.

One generat ion shal l  commend your works to another,
and shal l  declare your mighty acts.
On the glor ious splendor of  your majesty,
and on your wondrous works,  I  wi l l  meditate.
They shal l  speak of  the might of  your awesome deeds,
and I  wi l l  declare your greatness.
They shal l  pour for th the fame of  your abundant goodness
and shal l  s ing aloud of  your r ighteousness.

The Lord is  gracious and merci fu l ,
s low to anger and abounding in steadfast  love.
The Lord is  good to a l l ,
and his  mercy is  over a l l  that  he has made.”

What does King David mean when he says that  God’s greatness is  
unsearchable?

Guided by Psalm 145,  l ist  at  least  four of  God’s at tr ibutes.

Please pray with us:

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing.  I  accept your 
invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you want to give.   
Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your wi l l .   In  Jesus’  
Name.  Amen.”

IS  ABIDING PASSIVE?

Absolutely not .  

Then the people said to Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the works 
of  God?” He answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you bel ieve 
in Him whom He has sent .”  John 6:28-29

God has cal led His people to bel ieve IN Him. Bel ief  requires act ion.  One 
can bel ieve for  a moment without act ing.  But ,  over t ime,  bel ief  and act ion 
are inseparable.  

I t  takes effor t  to bel ieve.  I t  takes for t i tude to push away obstacles that  
cause us to not  ‘bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent’.   Our s in nature,  the 
worldly system, and the devi l  a l l  oppose God.   There is  nothing passive 
about bel ieving and abiding.   Abiding IN Chr ist  is  act ive and di l igent bel ief  
that  we can only re ly on God.  Praise God!  He is  ready to empower us to do 
so.

Do you bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent?  Many Chr ist ians wi l l  answer,  
“Most of  the t ime.”   

In  fu l l  t ransparency before God,  confess what you don’t  bel ieve about His 
c la ims.  He is  not  surpr ised by our unbel ief.  He knows.  Write a prayer 
asking for  Him to suppor t ,  teach,  and correct  you -  giv ing you the gi ft  of  
fa i th as you abide IN HIM.

Remember just  before Chr ist ’s  t r ia l  and crucifixion,  Peter ’s  unbel ief  
caused him to abandon Christ .   Then,  after  the resurrect ion,  Jesus 
restored Peter  to Himself  –  see John 21.

Jesus knows that  we have t imes when we don’t  real ly  bel ieve – our act ions 
communicate our real  bel iefs.   He knows and He loves us anyway.   He is  
cont inual ly  cal l ing to us to fo l low Him.

JESUS IS INVITING US TO ACTIVELY BEAR FRUIT

God can do anything he pleases at  any t ime.   I f  i t  is  His wi l l ,  He can give 
someone that  has never heard of  Jesus a dream that  prompts that  person 
to seek Him. He can create another universe.  Nothing hinders Him.  
Therefore,  as you read the fo l lowing message,  don’t  hear that  God is  
l imited.   He is  not .   Please hear that  God is invit ing us into the most 
abundant oppor tunity and blessing of our l ives .

I t  is  cr i t ical ly  impor tant to understand that  abiding IN Jesus is  act ive and 
di l igent re l iance on God.  God has chosen us to par t ic ipate with Him in 
act ing-out His wi l l  on ear th -  to bear f ru i t  by the power He gives us.   That 
work (bel ieving and abiding IN Him) and the result  (bear ing frui t )  wi l l  not  
be done sole ly by Jesus.  God,  in His per fect ion,  has chosen to share a 
heavenly responsibi l i ty  with His people.  That is  the bear ing of  Godly fru i t .   
He has given us the responsibi l i ty,  oppor tunity,  and blessing of  
f ru i t-bear ing.  Abiding is  not  passive.

Andrew Murray writes (paraphrased) :
“Without the v ine ( Jesus)  the branch (bel ievers)  can do nothing.  The 
branch owes ever ything to the v ine:  i ts  place in the v ineyard,  i ts  l i fe  and 
i ts  f ru i t fu lness.   And so,  the Lord says,  “Without me,  you can do nothing.”   
Each day,  the bel iever can be pleasing to God only in what he does 
through the power of  Chr ist  dwel l ing in him.  The dai ly  in-flowing of  the 
l i fe-sap of  the Holy Spir i t  is  h is  only power to bear f ru i t .  He l ives a lone in 
Him and is  completely dependent on Him alone.

Without the branch the v ine can also do nothing.  A vine without branches 
can bear no frui t .   The vine is  total ly  dependent on the branch as the 
branch is  completely dependent on the v ine.   This is the wonder ful  
condescension (voluntary descent from one's rank) of Jesus,  that just 
as His people are dependent on Him, He has made Himself  dependent 
on them. He has chosen that ,  without His disc iples,  He cannot dispense 
His blessing to the world;  He cannot offer  s inners the grapes of  the heav-
enly Canaan.  Don’t  th ink of  th is  as new or astonishing.   Jesus did this  
Himself.  This is  the high honor which He has cal led His redeemed disciple .   
As cr i t ical  as He is  to them in heaven ( from Him their  f ru i t  is  found) ,  they 
are just  as indispensable to Him on ear th ( through them His fru i t  is  found) .   
Bel ievers,  meditate on this ,  unt i l  your soul  bows to worship God – His 
majesty and the myster y of  the per fect  union between Christ  and the 
bel iever.

There is more:  as neither the vine nor the branch is anything without 
the other,  so is neither anything except to serve the other – each is for 

the other.”

God’s purposes and plans wi l l  be done with or  without us.   He does not 
need us.   But ,  because of  His love for  us,  God is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate 
in the heavenly work of  redeeming His creat ion – for  His glor y and our 
good.

Please write your response or  quest ions to the messages above:

Our act ive work bears frui t  f rom the outgrowth of  a healthy,  v igorous l i fe  
IN Chr ist  -  the Spir i t  and power of  Chr ist  l iv ing and working IN us.  That 
power works effectively through us when our main effor ts are toward 
maintaining an int imate dialogue with our Lord.   As He flows into us,  our  
work of  bel ieving wi l l  bear f ru i t  in  God’s wi l l .   We are not pipes,  in  the 
sense that ,  as a pipe carr ies water,  i t  does not dr ink of  i t .   We are l ike 
branches – act ively involved.   In  order to bear f ru i t ,  the sap of  the v ine 
( Jesus)  must first  enter  the branch (us)  so that  the branch is  nour ished and 
strengthened.  At the same t ime,  the Gardener (God the Father )  prunes 
and shapes the branch to be more effect ive.   Then,  upon direct ion from 
Christ  and empowered by Him, we become par t ic ipants in the creat ion of  
Godly fru i t .

John 14:12-14
“Truly,  t ru ly,  I  say to you,  whoever bel ieves in me wil l  also do the works 
that I  do;  and greater works than these wil l  he do,  because I  am going 
to the Father.  Whatever you ask in my name,  this  I  wi l l  do,  that  the Father 
may be glor ified in the Son.  I f  you ask me anything in my name,  I  wi l l  do 
i t .”  

Please l ist  Jesus’  promises out l ined in John 14:12-14 above:

PASSIVE?

15 mi les east  of  Por t  Au Pr ince,  100 yards off  the main east-west road 
going to the Dominican Republ ic  s i ts  Foundat ion de Ebenezer.   I t ’s  a 
ministr y hub;  a source of  l ight  containing a school ,  c l in ic ,  orphan homes,  
guest  house,  and church ser ving one of  the tougher communit ies in Hait i .   
Ebenezer was bui l t  by Pastor  Claude Mondesir.   God was the architect .

Years before the ear thquake,  God had given Claude a v is ion for  th is  
ministr y.   Specifical ly,  he saw a v is ion of  a new church with a t in roof  and 
a basement .   T in roofs are considered cheap,  and basements are a lmost 
unheard of  in Hait i .   Claude relented and bui l t  the basement but refused 
to make God’s House on the cheap.   He would bui ld a concrete roof,  but  i t  
d idn’t  hold.   Par t  of  the roof  fe l l  in .   Humbled,  Claude was glad that  no one 
died and finished the construct ion as directed.   The church stood with a 
t in roof  and a basement ,  which Claude tr ied to use for  var ious purposes 
that  never stuck .   F inal ly,  he just  left  the basement empty.

Januar y 12th,  2010,  the largest  ear thquake in more than 100 years struck 
Hait i .   In  less than a minute,  c lose to 200,000 people died and 2,000,000 
were displaced,  hungr y and homeless.   The internat ional  community 
wanted to respond,  but  i t  was di fficult .   With the seapor t  and the airpor t  
damaged,  i t  seemed as i f  there was no way to get  help to the people,  but  
for  those who knew the countr y,  the back door was open.

On Januar y 15th,  GO Project ,  a  ministr y par tner of  Claude's,  brought a 
semi-truck from the Dominican Republ ic  to Hait i .   The 18-wheeler  was 
fil led with food,  water,  and suppl ies,  but  where could they unload?  Where 
was there a secure,  dr y,  accessible storage center  that  could receive such 
a large shipment?

Pastor  Claude’s church basement .

The semi unloaded.   In  the evenings,  when the c i ty s lept ,  other local  
pastors backed up whatever vehic le they could find.   Dump trucks,  p ick-up 
trucks,  and cars fi l led to capacity left  Claude’s proper ty and distr ibuted 
food to thousands of  people s leeping in church parking lots.   I t  was a 
scene that  repeated i tsel f  scores of  t imes over the next three months.   I t  
was seen in the mind of  God long before;  shared with Pastor  Claude in his  
abiding re lat ionship with Jesus.

This is  a dramatic  example of  abiding IN Jesus,  bel ieving Him, and trust ing 
His leading.   Just  because the stor y is  unusual ,  p lease don’t  d ismiss the 
message.   God,  in His per fect  wisdom, has decided to let  you and me,  as 

His fo l lowers,  be the ones that  bear the frui t .  He has determined that  
bear ing frui t  is  our  ro le .  Jesus’  ro le is  to prompt and empower us by His 
Spir i t  as we abide IN HIM. 
 
We al l  enjoy specia l  stor ies,  but  i t  is  just  as specia l  and frui t fu l  to forgive 
offenses,  love the di fficult  person,  pray for  miracles,  receive God’s joy 
when circumstances are chal lenging,  and be pat ient  and fa i thful  and 
gent le and sel f-control led.   By this ,  our  Father God is  glor ified;  we bear 
much frui t  and prove to be His disc iples.  

How does that  make you feel?

Write your prayer :

Before we dive into this  chal lenging subject ,  let ’s  s low down and remind 
ourselves of  who created truth.

Excerpts from Psalm 18:
“ I  love you,  O Lord,  my strength.  The Lord is  my rock and my for tress and 
my del iverer,  my God,  my rock ,  in  whom I  take refuge,  my shie ld,  and the 
horn of  my salvat ion,  my stronghold.   With the merci fu l  you show yourself  
merci fu l ;  with the blameless man you show yourself  b lameless;  with the 
purified you show yourself  pure;  and with the crooked you make yourself  
seem tor tuous.  For  you save a humble people,  but  the haughty eyes you 
br ing down. For i t  is  you who l ight  my lamp;  the Lord my God l ightens my 
darkness.   For  by you I  can run against  a troop,  and by my God I  can leap 
over a wal l .  This God—his way is  per fect ;  the word of  the Lord proves 
true;  he is a shield for al l  those who take refuge in Him.”

Guided by Psalm 18,  l ist  several  of  our Lord’s at tr ibutes.    

John 15:1-2 
“ I  am the true v ine,  and my Father is  the v inedresser.  Ever y branch in me 
that  does not bear f ru i t  he takes away,  and ever y branch that  does bear 
f ru i t  he prunes,  that  i t  may bear more frui t .”  

The topics of  spir i tual  pruning (God tra ining us to be more frui t fu l )  and 
removal  f rom Him (temporar y or  eternal )  are di fficult .   We can star t  with 
what we know. First ,  God is  a lways invit ing us into cont inuous 
re lat ionship IN HIM where we par t ic ipate in HIs redemption of  ever ything.  
That re lat ionship is  IN HIM – not with Him or  beside Him, i t  is  IN Him.  I f  
we accept that  invitat ion and remain in Him, we wi l l  be empowered to do 
his  wi l l  –  bear f ru i t .   Second,  as we out l ined in the previous chapter,  God,  
in His per fect ion,  has decided wi l l  that  He is  not  the branch that  bears 
fru i t  –  we are.   I t  fo l lows that ,  i f  we bear f ru i t ,  He wi l l  t ra in and prune us 
to bear more frui t .  I t  a lso fo l lows that ,  i f  we elect  to ignore God’s 
invitat ion to abide IN Jesus,  He wi l l  cause His wi l l  to be done through 
someone else.

GOD’S WILL IS DONE IF WE PARTICIPATE OR NOT

“And some of  the Phar isees in the crowd said to Him, “Teacher,  rebuke 
your disc iples.”  He answered,  “ I  te l l  you,  i f  these were s i lent ,  the ver y 
stones would cr y out .””  Luke 19:39-40

“Then Mordecai  to ld them to reply to Esther,  “Do not think to yourself  that  
in the k ing’s palace you wi l l  escape any more than al l  the other Jews.  For 
if  you keep si lent at this t ime, rel ief  and del iverance wil l  r ise for the 
Jews from another place,  but  you and your father ’s  house wi l l  per ish.  And 
who knows whether you have not come to the k ingdom for  such a t ime as 
this?”  Ester  4:13-14

From above,  what phrases or  t ruths are encouraging to you?

What phrases or  messages are di fficult  for  you?

PETER WAS PRUNED

Simon Peter,  a  common man,  was invited by Jesus to fo l low Him. Peter  
was cal led to fo l low, watch,  learn,  obey and bear f ru i t .   Dur ing one of  
Jesus’  first  interact ions with Peter,  Jesus told Peter  to fish di f ferent ly  than 
he had previously.   The results  we dif ferent too.

Jesus said to Simon,  “Put out  into the deep and let  down your nets for  a 
catch.”  And Simon answered,  “Master,  we toi led al l  n ight and took noth-
ing!  But at  your word I  wi l l  let  down the nets.”  And when they had done 
th is ,  they enclosed a large number of  fish,  and their  nets were breaking.  
They s ignaled to their  par tners in the other boat to come and help them. 
And they came and fil led both the boats,  so that  they began to s ink .  But 
when Simon Peter  saw i t ,  he fe l l  down at  Jesus’  knees,  saying,  “Depar t  
f rom me,  for  I  am a s inful  man,  O Lord.”  For  he and al l  who were with him 

were astonished at  the catch of  fish that  they had taken,  and so also were 
James and John,  sons of  Zebedee,  who were par tners with Simon.  And 
Jesus said to Simon,  “Do not be afra id;  f rom now on you wi l l  be catching 
men.”  And when they had brought their  boats to land,  they left  ever ything 
and fol lowed Him.”  Matthew 2:4-11 

Fol lowing this  stor y,  Peter  became a frui t fu l  d isc iple of  Jesus,  one of  the 
inner c i rc le .   But ,  Jesus had planned more for  Peter.   Jesus’  wi l l  for  Peter  
was to become a cr i t ical  person in carr y ing-out the redemption the 
WORLD. WOW!!  This ro le requires a person who is  str ipped of  selfish 
ambit ion and fear.   Even though Peter  was frui t fu l  and power ful  (dr iv ing 
out demons,  heal ing the s ick ,  and declar ing the truths of  God) he was not 
quite ready.   Jesus had planned for  Peter  to be one of  the “branches” that  
would launch His Church and change the world.   Peter ’s  pruning stor y 
fo l lows.

Matthew 16:21-24
“From that  t ime Jesus began to show his disc iples that  he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer  many things from the elders and chief  pr iests and 
scr ibes,  and be k i l led,  and on the third day be ra ised.  And Peter  took Him 
aside and began to rebuke Him, saying,  “Far  be i t  f rom you,  Lord!  This 
shal l  never happen to you.”  But he turned and said to Peter,  “Get behind 
me,  Satan!  You are a hindrance to me.  For you are not  sett ing your mind 
on the things of  God,  but  on the things of  man.  Then Jesus told his  
disc iples,  “ I f  anyone would come after  me,  let  h im deny himself  and take 
up his  cross and fol low me.  For whoever would save his  l i fe  wi l l  lose i t ,  
but whoever loses his  l i fe  for  my sake wi l l  find i t .

“Get behind me,  Satan!”   Real ly  strong words.   Although Peter  was 
rebuked,  the pruning was not complete.   Jesus te l ls  Peter  that  the pruning 
is  coming.

Luke 22:31-34
“Simon,  Simon,  behold,  Satan demanded to have you that  he might s i ft  you 
l ike wheat ,  but  I  have prayed for  you that  your fa i th may not fa i l .  And 
when you have turned again,  strengthen your brothers.”  Peter  said to Him, 
“Lord,  I  am ready to go with you both to pr ison and to death.”  Jesus said,  
“ I  te l l  you,  Peter,  the rooster  wi l l  not  crow this  day,  unt i l  you deny three 
t imes that  you know me.”

Luke 22:54-62
“Then they seized Jesus and led Him away,  br inging Him into the high 
pr iest’s  house,  and Peter  was fol lowing at  a distance.  And when they had 
kindled a fire in the middle of  the cour tyard and sat  down together,  Peter  

sat  down among them. Then a ser vant gir l ,  seeing him as he sat  in the 
l ight  and looking c losely at  h im,  said,  “This man also was with Him.”  But 
he denied i t ,  saying,  “Woman,  I  do not know Him.”  And a l i t t le  later  
someone else saw him and said,  “You also are one of  them.”  But Peter  
said,  “Man,  I  am not .”  And after  an inter val  of  about an hour st i l l  another 
insisted,  saying,  “Cer tainly this  man also was with Him, for  he too is  a 
Gal i lean.”  But Peter  said,  “Man,  I  do not know what you are ta lk ing about .”  
And immediately,  whi le he was st i l l  speaking,  the rooster  crowed.  And the 
Lord turned and looked at  Peter.  And Peter  remembered the saying of  the 
Lord,  how he had said to him,  “Before the rooster  crows today,  you wi l l  
deny me three t imes.”  And he went out and wept bitterly.

Ouch.  The branch had been pruned.

Peter  was left  without the abi l i ty  to reconci le  with Jesus because the 
Christ  was being hauled away to be crucified.  The hope of  seeing the 
Christ  establ ish His Kingdom was crashing.    

Can you understand Peter ’s  emotion?  What can you relate to?

Days later,  Jesus forgave Peter.   Jesus then guides Peter  back into his  ro le 
of  fo l lowing Him.

John 21:4-19 (after  Jesus’  crucifixion,  He appeared to His disc iple and 
over 500 others)
“Just  as day was breaking,  Jesus stood on the shore;  yet  the disc iples did 
not  know that  i t  was Jesus.  Jesus said to them, “Chi ldren,  do you have any 
fish?” They answered Him, “No.”  He said to them, “Cast  the net  on the 
r ight  s ide of  the boat ,  and you wi l l  find some.”  So they cast  i t ,  and now 
they were not able to haul  i t  in ,  because of  the quant i ty of  fish.  That 
disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter,  “ I t  is  the Lord!”  When 
Simon Peter  heard that  i t  was the Lord,  he put on his  outer  garment ,  for  
he was str ipped for  work ,  and threw himself  into the sea.  The other 
disciples came in the boat ,  dragging the net  fu l l  of  fish,  for  they were not 
far  f rom the land,  but  about a hundred yards off.

When they got out  on land,  they saw a charcoal  fire in place,  with fish la id 
out  on i t ,  and bread.  Jesus said to them, “Br ing some of  the fish that  you 

have just  caught .”  So Simon Peter  went aboard and hauled the net  ashore,  
fu l l  of  large fish,  153 of  them. And although there were so many,  the net  
was not torn.  Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast .”  Now none of  
the disc iples dared ask Him, “Who are you?” They knew it  was the Lord.  
Jesus came and took the bread and gave i t  to them, and so with the fish.  
This was now the third t ime that  Jesus was revealed to the disc iples after  
he was ra ised from the dead.

When they had finished breakfast ,  Jesus said to Simon Peter,  “Simon,  son 
of John,  do you love me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes,  Lord;  you 
know that I  love you.”  He said to him,  “Feed my lambs.”  He said to him a 
second t ime,  “Simon,  son of  John,  do you love me?” He said to Him, “Yes,  
Lord;  you know that I  love you.”  He said to him,  “Tend my sheep.”  He said 
to him the third t ime,  “Simon,  son of  John,  do you love me?” Peter  was 
gr ieved because he said to him the third t ime,  “Do you love me?” and he 
said to Him, “Lord,  you know ever ything;  you know that I  love you.”  Jesus 
said to him,  “Feed my sheep.  Truly,  t ru ly,  I  say to you,  when you were 
young,  you used to dress yourself  and walk wherever you wanted,  but  
when you are old,  you wi l l  stretch out your hands,  and another wi l l  dress 
you and carr y you where you do not want to go.”  ( This he said to show by 
what k ind of  death he was to glor i fy  God.)  And after saying this he said 
to him, “Fol low me.””

The Book of  Acts out l ines that ,  weeks later,  Peter  was a changed man.  He 
had been pruned and made stronger.   Now, fu l ly  re l iant  on the Holy Spir i t  
and abiding IN Jesus,  he was ready to par t ic ipate with Jesus in redeeming 
God’s creat ion.

Please write out  your thoughts and prayers.   What is  standing out to you?  
What c i rcumstances from your l i fe  is  God br inging to you now?

GOD IS PATIENT WITH STRUGGLING ABIDERS

Luke 13:6-9
And Jesus told this  parable:  “A man had a fig tree planted in his  v ineyard,  
and he came seeking frui t  on i t  and found none.  And he said to the 
v inedresser,  ‘Look ,  for  three years now I  have come seeking frui t  on this  
fig tree,  and I  find none.  Cut i t  down. Why should i t  use up the ground?’  
And he answered him,  ‘S ir,  let  i t  a lone this  year a lso,  unt i l  I  d ig around i t  
and put on manure.  Then i f  i t  should bear f ru i t  next  year,  wel l  and good;  
but  i f  not ,  you can cut  i t  down.’”  

THERE IS A TIME WHEN GOD WILL CUT A BRANCH

John 15:6
“I f  anyone does not abide in me he is  thrown away l ike a branch and 
withers;  and the branches are gathered,  thrown into the fire,  and burned.”

The stor y of  El i ’s  sons in 1 Samuel  2:12-36 is  a good example of  a branch 
being cut  of f  and destroyed.  We encourage you to read i t .

Matthew 7:21-23 
“Not ever yone who says to me,  ‘Lord,  Lord,’  wi l l  enter  the k ingdom of  
heaven,  but  the one who does the wi l l  of  my Father who is  in heaven.  On 
that  day many wi l l  say to me,  ‘Lord,  Lord,  d id we not prophesy in your 
name,  and cast  out  demons in your name,  and do many mighty works in 
your name?’  And then wi l l  I  declare to them, ‘ I  never knew you;  depar t  
f rom me,  you workers of  lawlessness.’  

OUR PATH

I f  the messages above concern you,  ask God to take you into Him. He is  
not hoping to find our disobedience and destroy us.   As we cont inue in our 
struggle against  our brokenness and s in ,  He cont inual ly  invites us to 
abide IN Him, rest  IN His safety,  receive al l  of  His gi fts  and love,  then 
fol low His lead.   Our path is  to abide.  

Please pray the fo l lowing prayer with us again.   Of course,  feel  f ree to 
expand and elaborate for  yourself.

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing.  I  accept your 
invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you want to give.   
Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your wi l l .   In  Jesus’  
Name.  Amen.”

What truths from this  chapter  are impact ing with you?

Take the answers above and,  as you abide IN HIM, pray prayers of  praise,  
pet i t ion,  quest ions,  and repentance….

46ABIDE IN JESUS  |  PRUNED OR THROWN AWAY?



Before we address the quest ion,  let ’s  pray with King David through Psalm 
145.  Pray as you read:

“ I  wi l l  extol  you,  my God and King,
and bless your name forever and ever.
Ever y day I  wi l l  b less you
and praise your name forever and ever.
Great  is  the Lord,  and great ly  to be praised,
and his  greatness is  unsearchable.

One generat ion shal l  commend your works to another,
and shal l  declare your mighty acts.
On the glor ious splendor of  your majesty,
and on your wondrous works,  I  wi l l  meditate.
They shal l  speak of  the might of  your awesome deeds,
and I  wi l l  declare your greatness.
They shal l  pour for th the fame of  your abundant goodness
and shal l  s ing aloud of  your r ighteousness.

The Lord is  gracious and merci fu l ,
s low to anger and abounding in steadfast  love.
The Lord is  good to a l l ,
and his  mercy is  over a l l  that  he has made.”

What does King David mean when he says that  God’s greatness is  
unsearchable?

Guided by Psalm 145,  l ist  at  least  four of  God’s at tr ibutes.

Please pray with us:

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing.  I  accept your 
invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you want to give.   
Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your wi l l .   In  Jesus’  
Name.  Amen.”

IS  ABIDING PASSIVE?

Absolutely not .  

Then the people said to Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the works 
of  God?” He answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you bel ieve 
in Him whom He has sent .”  John 6:28-29

God has cal led His people to bel ieve IN Him. Bel ief  requires act ion.  One 
can bel ieve for  a moment without act ing.  But ,  over t ime,  bel ief  and act ion 
are inseparable.  

I t  takes effor t  to bel ieve.  I t  takes for t i tude to push away obstacles that  
cause us to not  ‘bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent’.   Our s in nature,  the 
worldly system, and the devi l  a l l  oppose God.   There is  nothing passive 
about bel ieving and abiding.   Abiding IN Chr ist  is  act ive and di l igent bel ief  
that  we can only re ly on God.  Praise God!  He is  ready to empower us to do 
so.

Do you bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent?  Many Chr ist ians wi l l  answer,  
“Most of  the t ime.”   

In  fu l l  t ransparency before God,  confess what you don’t  bel ieve about His 
c la ims.  He is  not  surpr ised by our unbel ief.  He knows.  Write a prayer 
asking for  Him to suppor t ,  teach,  and correct  you -  giv ing you the gi ft  of  
fa i th as you abide IN HIM.

Remember just  before Chr ist ’s  t r ia l  and crucifixion,  Peter ’s  unbel ief  
caused him to abandon Christ .   Then,  after  the resurrect ion,  Jesus 
restored Peter  to Himself  –  see John 21.

Jesus knows that  we have t imes when we don’t  real ly  bel ieve – our act ions 
communicate our real  bel iefs.   He knows and He loves us anyway.   He is  
cont inual ly  cal l ing to us to fo l low Him.

JESUS IS INVITING US TO ACTIVELY BEAR FRUIT

God can do anything he pleases at  any t ime.   I f  i t  is  His wi l l ,  He can give 
someone that  has never heard of  Jesus a dream that  prompts that  person 
to seek Him. He can create another universe.  Nothing hinders Him.  
Therefore,  as you read the fo l lowing message,  don’t  hear that  God is  
l imited.   He is  not .   Please hear that  God is invit ing us into the most 
abundant oppor tunity and blessing of our l ives .

I t  is  cr i t ical ly  impor tant to understand that  abiding IN Jesus is  act ive and 
di l igent re l iance on God.  God has chosen us to par t ic ipate with Him in 
act ing-out His wi l l  on ear th -  to bear f ru i t  by the power He gives us.   That 
work (bel ieving and abiding IN Him) and the result  (bear ing frui t )  wi l l  not  
be done sole ly by Jesus.  God,  in His per fect ion,  has chosen to share a 
heavenly responsibi l i ty  with His people.  That is  the bear ing of  Godly fru i t .   
He has given us the responsibi l i ty,  oppor tunity,  and blessing of  
f ru i t-bear ing.  Abiding is  not  passive.

Andrew Murray writes (paraphrased) :
“Without the v ine ( Jesus)  the branch (bel ievers)  can do nothing.  The 
branch owes ever ything to the v ine:  i ts  place in the v ineyard,  i ts  l i fe  and 
i ts  f ru i t fu lness.   And so,  the Lord says,  “Without me,  you can do nothing.”   
Each day,  the bel iever can be pleasing to God only in what he does 
through the power of  Chr ist  dwel l ing in him.  The dai ly  in-flowing of  the 
l i fe-sap of  the Holy Spir i t  is  h is  only power to bear f ru i t .  He l ives a lone in 
Him and is  completely dependent on Him alone.

Without the branch the v ine can also do nothing.  A vine without branches 
can bear no frui t .   The vine is  total ly  dependent on the branch as the 
branch is  completely dependent on the v ine.   This is the wonder ful  
condescension (voluntary descent from one's rank) of Jesus,  that just 
as His people are dependent on Him, He has made Himself  dependent 
on them. He has chosen that ,  without His disc iples,  He cannot dispense 
His blessing to the world;  He cannot offer  s inners the grapes of  the heav-
enly Canaan.  Don’t  th ink of  th is  as new or astonishing.   Jesus did this  
Himself.  This is  the high honor which He has cal led His redeemed disciple .   
As cr i t ical  as He is  to them in heaven ( from Him their  f ru i t  is  found) ,  they 
are just  as indispensable to Him on ear th ( through them His fru i t  is  found) .   
Bel ievers,  meditate on this ,  unt i l  your soul  bows to worship God – His 
majesty and the myster y of  the per fect  union between Christ  and the 
bel iever.

There is more:  as neither the vine nor the branch is anything without 
the other,  so is neither anything except to serve the other – each is for 

the other.”

God’s purposes and plans wi l l  be done with or  without us.   He does not 
need us.   But ,  because of  His love for  us,  God is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate 
in the heavenly work of  redeeming His creat ion – for  His glor y and our 
good.

Please write your response or  quest ions to the messages above:

Our act ive work bears fru i t  f rom the outgrowth of  a healthy,  v igorous l i fe  
IN Chr ist  -  the Spir i t  and power of  Chr ist  l iv ing and working IN us.  That 
power works effectively through us when our main effor ts are toward 
maintaining an int imate dialogue with our Lord.   As He flows into us,  our  
work of  bel ieving wi l l  bear f ru i t  in  God’s wi l l .   We are not pipes,  in  the 
sense that ,  as a pipe carr ies water,  i t  does not dr ink of  i t .   We are l ike 
branches – act ively involved.   In  order to bear f ru i t ,  the sap of  the v ine 
( Jesus)  must first  enter  the branch (us)  so that  the branch is  nour ished and 
strengthened.  At the same t ime,  the Gardener (God the Father )  prunes 
and shapes the branch to be more effect ive.   Then,  upon direct ion from 
Christ  and empowered by Him, we become par t ic ipants in the creat ion of  
Godly fru i t .

John 14:12-14
“Truly,  t ru ly,  I  say to you,  whoever bel ieves in me wil l  also do the works 
that I  do;  and greater works than these wil l  he do,  because I  am going 
to the Father.  Whatever you ask in my name,  this  I  wi l l  do,  that  the Father 
may be glor ified in the Son.  I f  you ask me anything in my name,  I  wi l l  do 
i t .”  

Please l ist  Jesus’  promises out l ined in John 14:12-14 above:

PASSIVE?

15 mi les east  of  Por t  Au Pr ince,  100 yards off  the main east-west road 
going to the Dominican Republ ic  s i ts  Foundat ion de Ebenezer.   I t ’s  a 
ministr y hub;  a source of  l ight  containing a school ,  c l in ic ,  orphan homes,  
guest  house,  and church ser ving one of  the tougher communit ies in Hait i .   
Ebenezer was bui l t  by Pastor  Claude Mondesir.   God was the architect .

Years before the ear thquake,  God had given Claude a v is ion for  th is  
ministr y.   Specifical ly,  he saw a v is ion of  a new church with a t in roof  and 
a basement .   T in roofs are considered cheap,  and basements are a lmost 
unheard of  in Hait i .   Claude relented and bui l t  the basement but refused 
to make God’s House on the cheap.   He would bui ld a concrete roof,  but  i t  
d idn’t  hold.   Par t  of  the roof  fe l l  in .   Humbled,  Claude was glad that  no one 
died and finished the construct ion as directed.   The church stood with a 
t in roof  and a basement ,  which Claude tr ied to use for  var ious purposes 
that  never stuck .   F inal ly,  he just  left  the basement empty.

Januar y 12th,  2010,  the largest  ear thquake in more than 100 years struck 
Hait i .   In  less than a minute,  c lose to 200,000 people died and 2,000,000 
were displaced,  hungr y and homeless.   The internat ional  community 
wanted to respond,  but  i t  was di fficult .   With the seapor t  and the airpor t  
damaged,  i t  seemed as i f  there was no way to get  help to the people,  but  
for  those who knew the countr y,  the back door was open.

On Januar y 15th,  GO Project ,  a  ministr y par tner of  Claude's,  brought a 
semi-truck from the Dominican Republ ic  to Hait i .   The 18-wheeler  was 
fil led with food,  water,  and suppl ies,  but  where could they unload?  Where 
was there a secure,  dr y,  accessible storage center  that  could receive such 
a large shipment?

Pastor  Claude’s church basement .

The semi unloaded.   In  the evenings,  when the c i ty s lept ,  other local  
pastors backed up whatever vehic le they could find.   Dump trucks,  p ick-up 
trucks,  and cars fi l led to capacity left  Claude’s proper ty and distr ibuted 
food to thousands of  people s leeping in church parking lots.   I t  was a 
scene that  repeated i tsel f  scores of  t imes over the next three months.   I t  
was seen in the mind of  God long before;  shared with Pastor  Claude in his  
abiding re lat ionship with Jesus.

This is  a dramatic  example of  abiding IN Jesus,  bel ieving Him, and trust ing 
His leading.   Just  because the stor y is  unusual ,  p lease don’t  d ismiss the 
message.   God,  in His per fect  wisdom, has decided to let  you and me,  as 

His fo l lowers,  be the ones that  bear the frui t .  He has determined that  
bear ing frui t  is  our ro le .  Jesus’  ro le is  to prompt and empower us by His 
Spir i t  as we abide IN HIM. 
 
We al l  enjoy specia l  stor ies,  but  i t  is  just  as specia l  and frui t fu l  to forgive 
offenses,  love the di fficult  person,  pray for  miracles,  receive God’s joy 
when circumstances are chal lenging,  and be pat ient  and fa i thful  and 
gent le and sel f-control led.   By this ,  our  Father God is  glor ified;  we bear 
much frui t  and prove to be His disc iples.  

How does that  make you feel?

Write your prayer :

Before we dive into this  chal lenging subject ,  let ’s  s low down and remind 
ourselves of  who created truth.

Excerpts from Psalm 18:
“ I  love you,  O Lord,  my strength.  The Lord is  my rock and my for tress and 
my del iverer,  my God,  my rock ,  in  whom I  take refuge,  my shie ld,  and the 
horn of  my salvat ion,  my stronghold.   With the merci fu l  you show yourself  
merci fu l ;  with the blameless man you show yourself  b lameless;  with the 
purified you show yourself  pure;  and with the crooked you make yourself  
seem tor tuous.  For  you save a humble people,  but  the haughty eyes you 
br ing down. For i t  is  you who l ight  my lamp;  the Lord my God l ightens my 
darkness.   For  by you I  can run against  a troop,  and by my God I  can leap 
over a wal l .  This God—his way is  per fect ;  the word of  the Lord proves 
true;  he is a shield for al l  those who take refuge in Him.”

Guided by Psalm 18,  l ist  several  of  our Lord’s at tr ibutes.    

John 15:1-2 
“ I  am the true v ine,  and my Father is  the v inedresser.  Ever y branch in me 
that  does not bear f ru i t  he takes away,  and ever y branch that  does bear 
f ru i t  he prunes,  that  i t  may bear more frui t .”  

The topics of  spir i tual  pruning (God tra ining us to be more frui t fu l )  and 
removal  f rom Him (temporar y or  eternal )  are di fficult .   We can star t  with 
what we know. First ,  God is  a lways invit ing us into cont inuous 
re lat ionship IN HIM where we par t ic ipate in HIs redemption of  ever ything.  
That re lat ionship is  IN HIM – not with Him or  beside Him, i t  is  IN Him.  I f  
we accept that  invitat ion and remain in Him, we wi l l  be empowered to do 
his  wi l l  –  bear f ru i t .   Second,  as we out l ined in the previous chapter,  God,  
in His per fect ion,  has decided wi l l  that  He is  not  the branch that  bears 
fru i t  –  we are.   I t  fo l lows that ,  i f  we bear f ru i t ,  He wi l l  t ra in and prune us 
to bear more frui t .  I t  a lso fo l lows that ,  i f  we elect  to ignore God’s 
invitat ion to abide IN Jesus,  He wi l l  cause His wi l l  to be done through 
someone else.

GOD’S WILL IS DONE IF WE PARTICIPATE OR NOT

“And some of  the Phar isees in the crowd said to Him, “Teacher,  rebuke 
your disc iples.”  He answered,  “ I  te l l  you,  i f  these were s i lent ,  the ver y 
stones would cr y out .””  Luke 19:39-40

“Then Mordecai  to ld them to reply to Esther,  “Do not think to yourself  that  
in the k ing’s palace you wi l l  escape any more than al l  the other Jews.  For 
if  you keep si lent at this t ime, rel ief  and del iverance wil l  r ise for the 
Jews from another place,  but  you and your father ’s  house wi l l  per ish.  And 
who knows whether you have not come to the k ingdom for  such a t ime as 
this?”  Ester  4:13-14

From above,  what phrases or  t ruths are encouraging to you?

What phrases or  messages are di fficult  for  you?

PETER WAS PRUNED

Simon Peter,  a  common man,  was invited by Jesus to fo l low Him. Peter  
was cal led to fo l low, watch,  learn,  obey and bear f ru i t .   Dur ing one of  
Jesus’  first  interact ions with Peter,  Jesus told Peter  to fish di f ferent ly  than 
he had previously.   The results  we dif ferent too.

Jesus said to Simon,  “Put out  into the deep and let  down your nets for  a 
catch.”  And Simon answered,  “Master,  we toi led al l  n ight and took noth-
ing!  But at  your word I  wi l l  let  down the nets.”  And when they had done 
th is ,  they enclosed a large number of  fish,  and their  nets were breaking.  
They s ignaled to their  par tners in the other boat to come and help them. 
And they came and fil led both the boats,  so that  they began to s ink .  But 
when Simon Peter  saw i t ,  he fe l l  down at  Jesus’  knees,  saying,  “Depar t  
f rom me,  for  I  am a s inful  man,  O Lord.”  For  he and al l  who were with him 

were astonished at  the catch of  fish that  they had taken,  and so also were 
James and John,  sons of  Zebedee,  who were par tners with Simon.  And 
Jesus said to Simon,  “Do not be afra id;  f rom now on you wi l l  be catching 
men.”  And when they had brought their  boats to land,  they left  ever ything 
and fol lowed Him.”  Matthew 2:4-11 

Fol lowing this  stor y,  Peter  became a frui t fu l  d isc iple of  Jesus,  one of  the 
inner c i rc le .   But ,  Jesus had planned more for  Peter.   Jesus’  wi l l  for  Peter  
was to become a cr i t ical  person in carr y ing-out the redemption the 
WORLD. WOW!!  This ro le requires a person who is  str ipped of  selfish 
ambit ion and fear.   Even though Peter  was frui t fu l  and power ful  (dr iv ing 
out demons,  heal ing the s ick ,  and declar ing the truths of  God) he was not 
quite ready.   Jesus had planned for  Peter  to be one of  the “branches” that  
would launch His Church and change the world.   Peter ’s  pruning stor y 
fo l lows.

Matthew 16:21-24
“From that  t ime Jesus began to show his disc iples that  he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer  many things from the elders and chief  pr iests and 
scr ibes,  and be k i l led,  and on the third day be ra ised.  And Peter  took Him 
aside and began to rebuke Him, saying,  “Far  be i t  f rom you,  Lord!  This 
shal l  never happen to you.”  But he turned and said to Peter,  “Get behind 
me,  Satan!  You are a hindrance to me.  For you are not  sett ing your mind 
on the things of  God,  but  on the things of  man.  Then Jesus told his  
disc iples,  “ I f  anyone would come after  me,  let  h im deny himself  and take 
up his  cross and fol low me.  For whoever would save his  l i fe  wi l l  lose i t ,  
but whoever loses his  l i fe  for  my sake wi l l  find i t .

“Get behind me,  Satan!”   Real ly  strong words.   Although Peter  was 
rebuked,  the pruning was not complete.   Jesus te l ls  Peter  that  the pruning 
is  coming.

Luke 22:31-34
“Simon,  Simon,  behold,  Satan demanded to have you that  he might s i ft  you 
l ike wheat ,  but  I  have prayed for  you that  your fa i th may not fa i l .  And 
when you have turned again,  strengthen your brothers.”  Peter  said to Him, 
“Lord,  I  am ready to go with you both to pr ison and to death.”  Jesus said,  
“ I  te l l  you,  Peter,  the rooster  wi l l  not  crow this  day,  unt i l  you deny three 
t imes that  you know me.”

Luke 22:54-62
“Then they seized Jesus and led Him away,  br inging Him into the high 
pr iest’s  house,  and Peter  was fol lowing at  a distance.  And when they had 
kindled a fire in the middle of  the cour tyard and sat  down together,  Peter  

sat  down among them. Then a ser vant gir l ,  seeing him as he sat  in the 
l ight  and looking c losely at  h im,  said,  “This man also was with Him.”  But 
he denied i t ,  saying,  “Woman,  I  do not know Him.”  And a l i t t le  later  
someone else saw him and said,  “You also are one of  them.”  But Peter  
said,  “Man,  I  am not .”  And after  an inter val  of  about an hour st i l l  another 
insisted,  saying,  “Cer tainly this  man also was with Him, for  he too is  a 
Gal i lean.”  But Peter  said,  “Man,  I  do not know what you are ta lk ing about .”  
And immediately,  whi le he was st i l l  speaking,  the rooster  crowed.  And the 
Lord turned and looked at  Peter.  And Peter  remembered the saying of  the 
Lord,  how he had said to him,  “Before the rooster  crows today,  you wi l l  
deny me three t imes.”  And he went out and wept bitterly.

Ouch.  The branch had been pruned.

Peter  was left  without the abi l i ty  to reconci le  with Jesus because the 
Christ  was being hauled away to be crucified.  The hope of  seeing the 
Christ  establ ish His Kingdom was crashing.    

Can you understand Peter ’s  emotion?  What can you relate to?

Days later,  Jesus forgave Peter.   Jesus then guides Peter  back into his  ro le 
of  fo l lowing Him.

John 21:4-19 (after  Jesus’  crucifixion,  He appeared to His disc iple and 
over 500 others)
“Just  as day was breaking,  Jesus stood on the shore;  yet  the disc iples did 
not  know that  i t  was Jesus.  Jesus said to them, “Chi ldren,  do you have any 
fish?” They answered Him, “No.”  He said to them, “Cast  the net  on the 
r ight  s ide of  the boat ,  and you wi l l  find some.”  So they cast  i t ,  and now 
they were not able to haul  i t  in ,  because of  the quant i ty of  fish.  That 
disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter,  “ I t  is  the Lord!”  When 
Simon Peter  heard that  i t  was the Lord,  he put on his  outer  garment ,  for  
he was str ipped for  work ,  and threw himself  into the sea.  The other 
disciples came in the boat ,  dragging the net  fu l l  of  fish,  for  they were not 
far  f rom the land,  but  about a hundred yards off.

When they got out  on land,  they saw a charcoal  fire in place,  with fish la id 
out  on i t ,  and bread.  Jesus said to them, “Br ing some of  the fish that  you 

have just  caught .”  So Simon Peter  went aboard and hauled the net  ashore,  
fu l l  of  large fish,  153 of  them. And although there were so many,  the net  
was not torn.  Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast .”  Now none of  
the disc iples dared ask Him, “Who are you?” They knew it  was the Lord.  
Jesus came and took the bread and gave i t  to them, and so with the fish.  
This was now the third t ime that  Jesus was revealed to the disc iples after  
he was ra ised from the dead.

When they had finished breakfast ,  Jesus said to Simon Peter,  “Simon,  son 
of John,  do you love me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes,  Lord;  you 
know that  I  love you.”  He said to him,  “Feed my lambs.”  He said to him a 
second t ime,  “Simon,  son of  John,  do you love me?” He said to Him, “Yes,  
Lord;  you know that  I  love you.”  He said to him,  “Tend my sheep.”  He said 
to him the third t ime,  “Simon,  son of  John,  do you love me?” Peter  was 
gr ieved because he said to him the third t ime,  “Do you love me?” and he 
said to Him, “Lord,  you know ever ything;  you know that  I  love you.”  Jesus 
said to him,  “Feed my sheep.  Truly,  t ru ly,  I  say to you,  when you were 
young,  you used to dress yourself  and walk wherever you wanted,  but  
when you are old,  you wi l l  stretch out your hands,  and another wi l l  dress 
you and carr y you where you do not want to go.”  ( This he said to show by 
what k ind of  death he was to glor i fy  God.)  And after saying this he said 
to him, “Fol low me.””

The Book of  Acts out l ines that ,  weeks later,  Peter  was a changed man.  He 
had been pruned and made stronger.   Now, fu l ly  re l iant  on the Holy Spir i t  
and abiding IN Jesus,  he was ready to par t ic ipate with Jesus in redeeming 
God’s creat ion.

Please write out  your thoughts and prayers.   What is  standing out to you?  
What c i rcumstances from your l i fe  is  God br inging to you now?

GOD IS PATIENT WITH STRUGGLING ABIDERS

Luke 13:6-9
And Jesus told this  parable:  “A man had a fig tree planted in his  v ineyard,  
and he came seeking frui t  on i t  and found none.  And he said to the 
v inedresser,  ‘Look ,  for  three years now I  have come seeking frui t  on this  
fig tree,  and I  find none.  Cut i t  down. Why should i t  use up the ground?’  
And he answered him,  ‘S ir,  let  i t  a lone this  year a lso,  unt i l  I  d ig around i t  
and put on manure.  Then i f  i t  should bear f ru i t  next  year,  wel l  and good;  
but  i f  not ,  you can cut  i t  down.’”  

THERE IS A TIME WHEN GOD WILL CUT A BRANCH

John 15:6
“I f  anyone does not abide in me he is  thrown away l ike a branch and 
withers;  and the branches are gathered,  thrown into the fire,  and burned.”

The stor y of  El i ’s  sons in 1 Samuel  2:12-36 is  a good example of  a branch 
being cut  of f  and destroyed.  We encourage you to read i t .

Matthew 7:21-23 
“Not ever yone who says to me,  ‘Lord,  Lord,’  wi l l  enter  the k ingdom of  
heaven,  but  the one who does the wi l l  of  my Father who is  in heaven.  On 
that  day many wi l l  say to me,  ‘Lord,  Lord,  d id we not prophesy in your 
name,  and cast  out  demons in your name,  and do many mighty works in 
your name?’  And then wi l l  I  declare to them, ‘ I  never knew you;  depar t  
f rom me,  you workers of  lawlessness.’  

OUR PATH

I f  the messages above concern you,  ask God to take you into Him. He is  
not hoping to find our disobedience and destroy us.   As we cont inue in our 
struggle against  our brokenness and s in ,  He cont inual ly  invites us to 
abide IN Him, rest  IN His safety,  receive al l  of  His gi fts  and love,  then 
fol low His lead.   Our path is  to abide.  

Please pray the fo l lowing prayer with us again.   Of course,  feel  f ree to 
expand and elaborate for  yourself.

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing.  I  accept your 
invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you want to give.   
Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your wi l l .   In  Jesus’  
Name.  Amen.”

What truths from this  chapter  are impact ing with you?

Take the answers above and,  as you abide IN HIM, pray prayers of  praise,  
pet i t ion,  quest ions,  and repentance….

47 ABIDE IN JESUS  |  HIS INVITATION



Before we address the quest ion,  let ’s  pray with King David through Psalm 
145.  Pray as you read:

“ I  wi l l  extol  you,  my God and King,
and bless your name forever and ever.
Ever y day I  wi l l  b less you
and praise your name forever and ever.
Great  is  the Lord,  and great ly  to be praised,
and his  greatness is  unsearchable.

One generat ion shal l  commend your works to another,
and shal l  declare your mighty acts.
On the glor ious splendor of  your majesty,
and on your wondrous works,  I  wi l l  meditate.
They shal l  speak of  the might of  your awesome deeds,
and I  wi l l  declare your greatness.
They shal l  pour for th the fame of  your abundant goodness
and shal l  s ing aloud of  your r ighteousness.

The Lord is  gracious and merci fu l ,
s low to anger and abounding in steadfast  love.
The Lord is  good to a l l ,
and his  mercy is  over a l l  that  he has made.”

What does King David mean when he says that  God’s greatness is  
unsearchable?

Guided by Psalm 145,  l ist  at  least  four of  God’s at tr ibutes.

Please pray with us:

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing.  I  accept your 
invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you want to give.   
Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your wi l l .   In  Jesus’  
Name.  Amen.”

IS  ABIDING PASSIVE?

Absolutely not .  

Then the people said to Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the works 
of  God?” He answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you bel ieve 
in Him whom He has sent .”  John 6:28-29

God has cal led His people to bel ieve IN Him. Bel ief  requires act ion.  One 
can bel ieve for  a moment without act ing.  But ,  over t ime,  bel ief  and act ion 
are inseparable.  

I t  takes effor t  to bel ieve.  I t  takes for t i tude to push away obstacles that  
cause us to not  ‘bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent’.   Our s in nature,  the 
worldly system, and the devi l  a l l  oppose God.   There is  nothing passive 
about bel ieving and abiding.   Abiding IN Chr ist  is  act ive and di l igent bel ief  
that  we can only re ly on God.  Praise God!  He is  ready to empower us to do 
so.

Do you bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent?  Many Chr ist ians wi l l  answer,  
“Most of  the t ime.”   

In  fu l l  t ransparency before God,  confess what you don’t  bel ieve about His 
c la ims.  He is  not  surpr ised by our unbel ief.  He knows.  Write a prayer 
asking for  Him to suppor t ,  teach,  and correct  you -  giv ing you the gi ft  of  
fa i th as you abide IN HIM.

Remember just  before Chr ist ’s  t r ia l  and crucifixion,  Peter ’s  unbel ief  
caused him to abandon Christ .   Then,  after  the resurrect ion,  Jesus 
restored Peter  to Himself  –  see John 21.

Jesus knows that  we have t imes when we don’t  real ly  bel ieve – our act ions 
communicate our real  bel iefs.   He knows and He loves us anyway.   He is  
cont inual ly  cal l ing to us to fo l low Him.

JESUS IS INVITING US TO ACTIVELY BEAR FRUIT

God can do anything he pleases at  any t ime.   I f  i t  is  His wi l l ,  He can give 
someone that  has never heard of  Jesus a dream that  prompts that  person 
to seek Him. He can create another universe.  Nothing hinders Him.  
Therefore,  as you read the fo l lowing message,  don’t  hear that  God is  
l imited.   He is  not .   Please hear that  God is invit ing us into the most 
abundant oppor tunity and blessing of our l ives .

I t  is  cr i t ical ly  impor tant to understand that  abiding IN Jesus is  act ive and 
di l igent re l iance on God.  God has chosen us to par t ic ipate with Him in 
act ing-out His wi l l  on ear th -  to bear f ru i t  by the power He gives us.   That 
work (bel ieving and abiding IN Him) and the result  (bear ing frui t )  wi l l  not  
be done sole ly by Jesus.  God,  in His per fect ion,  has chosen to share a 
heavenly responsibi l i ty  with His people.  That is  the bear ing of  Godly fru i t .   
He has given us the responsibi l i ty,  oppor tunity,  and blessing of  
f ru i t-bear ing.  Abiding is  not  passive.

Andrew Murray writes (paraphrased) :
“Without the v ine ( Jesus)  the branch (bel ievers)  can do nothing.  The 
branch owes ever ything to the v ine:  i ts  place in the v ineyard,  i ts  l i fe  and 
i ts  f ru i t fu lness.   And so,  the Lord says,  “Without me,  you can do nothing.”   
Each day,  the bel iever can be pleasing to God only in what he does 
through the power of  Chr ist  dwel l ing in him.  The dai ly  in-flowing of  the 
l i fe-sap of  the Holy Spir i t  is  h is  only power to bear f ru i t .  He l ives a lone in 
Him and is  completely dependent on Him alone.

Without the branch the v ine can also do nothing.  A vine without branches 
can bear no frui t .   The vine is  total ly  dependent on the branch as the 
branch is  completely dependent on the v ine.   This is the wonder ful  
condescension (voluntary descent from one's rank) of Jesus,  that just 
as His people are dependent on Him, He has made Himself  dependent 
on them. He has chosen that ,  without His disc iples,  He cannot dispense 
His blessing to the world;  He cannot offer  s inners the grapes of  the heav-
enly Canaan.  Don’t  th ink of  th is  as new or astonishing.   Jesus did this  
Himself.  This is  the high honor which He has cal led His redeemed disciple .   
As cr i t ical  as He is  to them in heaven ( from Him their  f ru i t  is  found) ,  they 
are just  as indispensable to Him on ear th ( through them His fru i t  is  found) .   
Bel ievers,  meditate on this ,  unt i l  your soul  bows to worship God – His 
majesty and the myster y of  the per fect  union between Christ  and the 
bel iever.

There is more:  as neither the vine nor the branch is anything without 
the other,  so is neither anything except to serve the other – each is for 

the other.”

God’s purposes and plans wi l l  be done with or  without us.   He does not 
need us.   But ,  because of  His love for  us,  God is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate 
in the heavenly work of  redeeming His creat ion – for  His glor y and our 
good.

Please write your response or  quest ions to the messages above:

Our act ive work bears fru i t  f rom the outgrowth of  a healthy,  v igorous l i fe  
IN Chr ist  -  the Spir i t  and power of  Chr ist  l iv ing and working IN us.  That 
power works effectively through us when our main effor ts are toward 
maintaining an int imate dialogue with our Lord.   As He flows into us,  our  
work of  bel ieving wi l l  bear f ru i t  in  God’s wi l l .   We are not pipes,  in  the 
sense that ,  as a pipe carr ies water,  i t  does not dr ink of  i t .   We are l ike 
branches – act ively involved.   In  order to bear f ru i t ,  the sap of  the v ine 
( Jesus)  must first  enter  the branch (us)  so that  the branch is  nour ished and 
strengthened.  At the same t ime,  the Gardener (God the Father )  prunes 
and shapes the branch to be more effect ive.   Then,  upon direct ion from 
Christ  and empowered by Him, we become par t ic ipants in the creat ion of  
Godly fru i t .

John 14:12-14
“Truly,  t ru ly,  I  say to you,  whoever bel ieves in me wil l  also do the works 
that I  do;  and greater works than these wil l  he do,  because I  am going 
to the Father.  Whatever you ask in my name,  this  I  wi l l  do,  that  the Father 
may be glor ified in the Son.  I f  you ask me anything in my name,  I  wi l l  do 
i t .”  

Please l ist  Jesus’  promises out l ined in John 14:12-14 above:

PASSIVE?

15 mi les east  of  Por t  Au Pr ince,  100 yards off  the main east-west road 
going to the Dominican Republ ic  s i ts  Foundat ion de Ebenezer.   I t ’s  a 
ministr y hub;  a source of  l ight  containing a school ,  c l in ic ,  orphan homes,  
guest  house,  and church ser ving one of  the tougher communit ies in Hait i .   
Ebenezer was bui l t  by Pastor  Claude Mondesir.   God was the architect .

Years before the ear thquake,  God had given Claude a v is ion for  th is  
ministr y.   Specifical ly,  he saw a v is ion of  a new church with a t in roof  and 
a basement .   T in roofs are considered cheap,  and basements are a lmost 
unheard of  in Hait i .   Claude relented and bui l t  the basement but refused 
to make God’s House on the cheap.   He would bui ld a concrete roof,  but  i t  
d idn’t  hold.   Par t  of  the roof  fe l l  in .   Humbled,  Claude was glad that  no one 
died and finished the construct ion as directed.   The church stood with a 
t in roof  and a basement ,  which Claude tr ied to use for  var ious purposes 
that  never stuck .   F inal ly,  he just  left  the basement empty.

Januar y 12th,  2010,  the largest  ear thquake in more than 100 years struck 
Hait i .   In  less than a minute,  c lose to 200,000 people died and 2,000,000 
were displaced,  hungr y and homeless.   The internat ional  community 
wanted to respond,  but  i t  was di fficult .   With the seapor t  and the airpor t  
damaged,  i t  seemed as i f  there was no way to get  help to the people,  but  
for  those who knew the countr y,  the back door was open.

On Januar y 15th,  GO Project ,  a  ministr y par tner of  Claude's,  brought a 
semi-truck from the Dominican Republ ic  to Hait i .   The 18-wheeler  was 
fil led with food,  water,  and suppl ies,  but  where could they unload?  Where 
was there a secure,  dr y,  accessible storage center  that  could receive such 
a large shipment?

Pastor  Claude’s church basement .

The semi unloaded.   In  the evenings,  when the c i ty s lept ,  other local  
pastors backed up whatever vehic le they could find.   Dump trucks,  p ick-up 
trucks,  and cars fi l led to capacity left  Claude’s proper ty and distr ibuted 
food to thousands of  people s leeping in church parking lots.   I t  was a 
scene that  repeated i tsel f  scores of  t imes over the next three months.   I t  
was seen in the mind of  God long before;  shared with Pastor  Claude in his  
abiding re lat ionship with Jesus.

This is  a dramatic  example of  abiding IN Jesus,  bel ieving Him, and trust ing 
His leading.   Just  because the stor y is  unusual ,  p lease don’t  d ismiss the 
message.   God,  in His per fect  wisdom, has decided to let  you and me,  as 

His fo l lowers,  be the ones that  bear the frui t .  He has determined that  
bear ing frui t  is  our ro le .  Jesus’  ro le is  to prompt and empower us by His 
Spir i t  as we abide IN HIM. 
 
We al l  enjoy specia l  stor ies,  but  i t  is  just  as specia l  and frui t fu l  to forgive 
offenses,  love the di fficult  person,  pray for  miracles,  receive God’s joy 
when circumstances are chal lenging,  and be pat ient  and fa i thful  and 
gent le and sel f-control led.   By this ,  our  Father God is  glor ified;  we bear 
much frui t  and prove to be His disc iples.  

How does that  make you feel?

Write your prayer :

Before we dive into this  chal lenging subject ,  let ’s  s low down and remind 
ourselves of  who created truth.

Excerpts from Psalm 18:
“ I  love you,  O Lord,  my strength.  The Lord is  my rock and my for tress and 
my del iverer,  my God,  my rock ,  in  whom I  take refuge,  my shie ld,  and the 
horn of  my salvat ion,  my stronghold.   With the merci fu l  you show yourself  
merci fu l ;  with the blameless man you show yourself  b lameless;  with the 
purified you show yourself  pure;  and with the crooked you make yourself  
seem tor tuous.  For  you save a humble people,  but  the haughty eyes you 
br ing down. For i t  is  you who l ight  my lamp;  the Lord my God l ightens my 
darkness.   For  by you I  can run against  a troop,  and by my God I  can leap 
over a wal l .  This God—his way is  per fect ;  the word of  the Lord proves 
true;  he is a shield for al l  those who take refuge in Him.”

Guided by Psalm 18,  l ist  several  of  our Lord’s at tr ibutes.    

John 15:1-2 
“ I  am the true v ine,  and my Father is  the v inedresser.  Ever y branch in me 
that  does not bear f ru i t  he takes away,  and ever y branch that  does bear 
f ru i t  he prunes,  that  i t  may bear more frui t .”  

The topics of  spir i tual  pruning (God tra ining us to be more frui t fu l )  and 
removal  f rom Him (temporar y or  eternal )  are di fficult .   We can star t  with 
what we know. First ,  God is  a lways invit ing us into cont inuous 
re lat ionship IN HIM where we par t ic ipate in HIs redemption of  ever ything.  
That re lat ionship is  IN HIM – not with Him or  beside Him, i t  is  IN Him.  I f  
we accept that  invitat ion and remain in Him, we wi l l  be empowered to do 
his  wi l l  –  bear f ru i t .   Second,  as we out l ined in the previous chapter,  God,  
in His per fect ion,  has decided wi l l  that  He is  not  the branch that  bears 
fru i t  –  we are.   I t  fo l lows that ,  i f  we bear f ru i t ,  He wi l l  t ra in and prune us 
to bear more frui t .  I t  a lso fo l lows that ,  i f  we elect  to ignore God’s 
invitat ion to abide IN Jesus,  He wi l l  cause His wi l l  to be done through 
someone else.

GOD’S WILL IS DONE IF WE PARTICIPATE OR NOT

“And some of  the Phar isees in the crowd said to Him, “Teacher,  rebuke 
your disc iples.”  He answered,  “ I  te l l  you,  i f  these were s i lent ,  the ver y 
stones would cr y out .””  Luke 19:39-40

“Then Mordecai  to ld them to reply to Esther,  “Do not think to yourself  that  
in the k ing’s palace you wi l l  escape any more than al l  the other Jews.  For 
if  you keep si lent at this t ime, rel ief  and del iverance wil l  r ise for the 
Jews from another place,  but  you and your father ’s  house wi l l  per ish.  And 
who knows whether you have not come to the k ingdom for  such a t ime as 
this?”  Ester  4:13-14

From above,  what phrases or  t ruths are encouraging to you?

What phrases or  messages are di fficult  for  you?

PETER WAS PRUNED

Simon Peter,  a  common man,  was invited by Jesus to fo l low Him. Peter  
was cal led to fo l low, watch,  learn,  obey and bear f ru i t .   Dur ing one of  
Jesus’  first  interact ions with Peter,  Jesus told Peter  to fish di f ferent ly  than 
he had previously.   The results  we dif ferent too.

Jesus said to Simon,  “Put out  into the deep and let  down your nets for  a 
catch.”  And Simon answered,  “Master,  we toi led al l  n ight and took noth-
ing!  But at  your word I  wi l l  let  down the nets.”  And when they had done 
th is ,  they enclosed a large number of  fish,  and their  nets were breaking.  
They s ignaled to their  par tners in the other boat to come and help them. 
And they came and fil led both the boats,  so that  they began to s ink .  But 
when Simon Peter  saw i t ,  he fe l l  down at  Jesus’  knees,  saying,  “Depar t  
f rom me,  for  I  am a s inful  man,  O Lord.”  For  he and al l  who were with him 

were astonished at  the catch of  fish that  they had taken,  and so also were 
James and John,  sons of  Zebedee,  who were par tners with Simon.  And 
Jesus said to Simon,  “Do not be afra id;  f rom now on you wi l l  be catching 
men.”  And when they had brought their  boats to land,  they left  ever ything 
and fol lowed Him.”  Matthew 2:4-11 

Fol lowing this  stor y,  Peter  became a frui t fu l  d isc iple of  Jesus,  one of  the 
inner c i rc le .   But ,  Jesus had planned more for  Peter.   Jesus’  wi l l  for  Peter  
was to become a cr i t ical  person in carr y ing-out the redemption the 
WORLD. WOW!!  This ro le requires a person who is  str ipped of  selfish 
ambit ion and fear.   Even though Peter  was frui t fu l  and power ful  (dr iv ing 
out demons,  heal ing the s ick ,  and declar ing the truths of  God) he was not 
quite ready.   Jesus had planned for  Peter  to be one of  the “branches” that  
would launch His Church and change the world.   Peter ’s  pruning stor y 
fo l lows.

Matthew 16:21-24
“From that  t ime Jesus began to show his disc iples that  he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer  many things from the elders and chief  pr iests and 
scr ibes,  and be k i l led,  and on the third day be ra ised.  And Peter  took Him 
aside and began to rebuke Him, saying,  “Far  be i t  f rom you,  Lord!  This 
shal l  never happen to you.”  But he turned and said to Peter,  “Get behind 
me,  Satan!  You are a hindrance to me.  For you are not  sett ing your mind 
on the things of  God,  but  on the things of  man.  Then Jesus told his  
disc iples,  “ I f  anyone would come after  me,  let  h im deny himself  and take 
up his  cross and fol low me.  For whoever would save his  l i fe  wi l l  lose i t ,  
but whoever loses his  l i fe  for  my sake wi l l  find i t .

“Get behind me,  Satan!”   Real ly  strong words.   Although Peter  was 
rebuked,  the pruning was not complete.   Jesus te l ls  Peter  that  the pruning 
is  coming.

Luke 22:31-34
“Simon,  Simon,  behold,  Satan demanded to have you that  he might s i ft  you 
l ike wheat ,  but  I  have prayed for  you that  your fa i th may not fa i l .  And 
when you have turned again,  strengthen your brothers.”  Peter  said to Him, 
“Lord,  I  am ready to go with you both to pr ison and to death.”  Jesus said,  
“ I  te l l  you,  Peter,  the rooster  wi l l  not  crow this  day,  unt i l  you deny three 
t imes that  you know me.”

Luke 22:54-62
“Then they seized Jesus and led Him away,  br inging Him into the high 
pr iest’s  house,  and Peter  was fol lowing at  a distance.  And when they had 
kindled a fire in the middle of  the cour tyard and sat  down together,  Peter  

sat  down among them. Then a ser vant gir l ,  seeing him as he sat  in the 
l ight  and looking c losely at  h im,  said,  “This man also was with Him.”  But 
he denied i t ,  saying,  “Woman,  I  do not know Him.”  And a l i t t le  later  
someone else saw him and said,  “You also are one of  them.”  But Peter  
said,  “Man,  I  am not .”  And after  an inter val  of  about an hour st i l l  another 
insisted,  saying,  “Cer tainly this  man also was with Him, for  he too is  a 
Gal i lean.”  But Peter  said,  “Man,  I  do not know what you are ta lk ing about .”  
And immediately,  whi le he was st i l l  speaking,  the rooster  crowed.  And the 
Lord turned and looked at  Peter.  And Peter  remembered the saying of  the 
Lord,  how he had said to him,  “Before the rooster  crows today,  you wi l l  
deny me three t imes.”  And he went out and wept bitterly.

Ouch.  The branch had been pruned.

Peter  was left  without the abi l i ty  to reconci le  with Jesus because the 
Christ  was being hauled away to be crucified.  The hope of  seeing the 
Christ  establ ish His Kingdom was crashing.    

Can you understand Peter ’s  emotion?  What can you relate to?

Days later,  Jesus forgave Peter.   Jesus then guides Peter  back into his  ro le 
of  fo l lowing Him.

John 21:4-19 (after  Jesus’  crucifixion,  He appeared to His disc iple and 
over 500 others)
“Just  as day was breaking,  Jesus stood on the shore;  yet  the disc iples did 
not  know that  i t  was Jesus.  Jesus said to them, “Chi ldren,  do you have any 
fish?” They answered Him, “No.”  He said to them, “Cast  the net  on the 
r ight  s ide of  the boat ,  and you wi l l  find some.”  So they cast  i t ,  and now 
they were not able to haul  i t  in ,  because of  the quant i ty of  fish.  That 
disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter,  “ I t  is  the Lord!”  When 
Simon Peter  heard that  i t  was the Lord,  he put on his  outer  garment ,  for  
he was str ipped for  work ,  and threw himself  into the sea.  The other 
disciples came in the boat ,  dragging the net  fu l l  of  fish,  for  they were not 
far  f rom the land,  but  about a hundred yards off.

When they got out  on land,  they saw a charcoal  fire in place,  with fish la id 
out  on i t ,  and bread.  Jesus said to them, “Br ing some of  the fish that  you 

have just  caught .”  So Simon Peter  went aboard and hauled the net  ashore,  
fu l l  of  large fish,  153 of  them. And although there were so many,  the net  
was not torn.  Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast .”  Now none of  
the disc iples dared ask Him, “Who are you?” They knew it  was the Lord.  
Jesus came and took the bread and gave i t  to them, and so with the fish.  
This was now the third t ime that  Jesus was revealed to the disc iples after  
he was ra ised from the dead.

When they had finished breakfast ,  Jesus said to Simon Peter,  “Simon,  son 
of John,  do you love me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes,  Lord;  you 
know that  I  love you.”  He said to him,  “Feed my lambs.”  He said to him a 
second t ime,  “Simon,  son of  John,  do you love me?” He said to Him, “Yes,  
Lord;  you know that  I  love you.”  He said to him,  “Tend my sheep.”  He said 
to him the third t ime,  “Simon,  son of  John,  do you love me?” Peter  was 
gr ieved because he said to him the third t ime,  “Do you love me?” and he 
said to Him, “Lord,  you know ever ything;  you know that  I  love you.”  Jesus 
said to him,  “Feed my sheep.  Truly,  t ru ly,  I  say to you,  when you were 
young,  you used to dress yourself  and walk wherever you wanted,  but  
when you are old,  you wi l l  stretch out your hands,  and another wi l l  dress 
you and carr y you where you do not want to go.”  ( This he said to show by 
what k ind of  death he was to glor i fy  God.)  And after saying this he said 
to him, “Fol low me.””

The Book of  Acts out l ines that ,  weeks later,  Peter  was a changed man.  He 
had been pruned and made stronger.   Now, fu l ly  re l iant  on the Holy Spir i t  
and abiding IN Jesus,  he was ready to par t ic ipate with Jesus in redeeming 
God’s creat ion.

Please write out  your thoughts and prayers.   What is  standing out to you?  
What c i rcumstances from your l i fe  is  God br inging to you now?

GOD IS PATIENT WITH STRUGGLING ABIDERS

Luke 13:6-9
And Jesus told this  parable:  “A man had a fig tree planted in his  v ineyard,  
and he came seeking frui t  on i t  and found none.  And he said to the 
v inedresser,  ‘Look ,  for  three years now I  have come seeking frui t  on this  
fig tree,  and I  find none.  Cut i t  down. Why should i t  use up the ground?’  
And he answered him,  ‘S ir,  let  i t  a lone this  year a lso,  unt i l  I  d ig around i t  
and put on manure.  Then i f  i t  should bear f ru i t  next  year,  wel l  and good;  
but  i f  not ,  you can cut  i t  down.’”  

THERE IS A TIME WHEN GOD WILL CUT A BRANCH

John 15:6
“I f  anyone does not abide in me he is  thrown away l ike a branch and 
withers;  and the branches are gathered,  thrown into the fire,  and burned.”

The stor y of  El i ’s  sons in 1 Samuel  2:12-36 is  a good example of  a branch 
being cut  of f  and destroyed.  We encourage you to read i t .

Matthew 7:21-23 
“Not ever yone who says to me,  ‘Lord,  Lord,’  wi l l  enter  the k ingdom of  
heaven,  but  the one who does the wi l l  of  my Father who is  in heaven.  On 
that  day many wi l l  say to me,  ‘Lord,  Lord,  d id we not prophesy in your 
name,  and cast  out  demons in your name,  and do many mighty works in 
your name?’  And then wi l l  I  declare to them, ‘ I  never knew you;  depar t  
f rom me,  you workers of  lawlessness.’  

OUR PATH

I f  the messages above concern you,  ask God to take you into Him. He is  
not hoping to find our disobedience and destroy us.   As we cont inue in our 
struggle against  our brokenness and s in ,  He cont inual ly  invites us to 
abide IN Him, rest  IN His safety,  receive al l  of  His gi fts  and love,  then 
fol low His lead.   Our path is  to abide.  

Please pray the fo l lowing prayer with us again.   Of course,  feel  f ree to 
expand and elaborate for  yourself.

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing.  I  accept your 
invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you want to give.   
Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your wi l l .   In  Jesus’  
Name.  Amen.”

What truths from this  chapter  are impact ing with you?

Take the answers above and,  as you abide IN HIM, pray prayers of  praise,  
pet i t ion,  quest ions,  and repentance….

48ABIDE IN JESUS  |  PRUNED OR THROWN AWAY?



Before we address the quest ion,  let ’s  pray with King David through Psalm 
145.  Pray as you read:

“ I  wi l l  extol  you,  my God and King,
and bless your name forever and ever.
Ever y day I  wi l l  b less you
and praise your name forever and ever.
Great  is  the Lord,  and great ly  to be praised,
and his  greatness is  unsearchable.

One generat ion shal l  commend your works to another,
and shal l  declare your mighty acts.
On the glor ious splendor of  your majesty,
and on your wondrous works,  I  wi l l  meditate.
They shal l  speak of  the might of  your awesome deeds,
and I  wi l l  declare your greatness.
They shal l  pour for th the fame of  your abundant goodness
and shal l  s ing aloud of  your r ighteousness.

The Lord is  gracious and merci fu l ,
s low to anger and abounding in steadfast  love.
The Lord is  good to a l l ,
and his  mercy is  over a l l  that  he has made.”

What does King David mean when he says that  God’s greatness is  
unsearchable?

Guided by Psalm 145,  l ist  at  least  four of  God’s at tr ibutes.

Please pray with us:

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing.  I  accept your 
invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you want to give.   
Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your wi l l .   In  Jesus’  
Name.  Amen.”

IS  ABIDING PASSIVE?

Absolutely not .  

Then the people said to Jesus,  “What must we do,  to be doing the works 
of  God?” He answered them, “This is  the work of  God,  that  you bel ieve 
in Him whom He has sent .”  John 6:28-29

God has cal led His people to bel ieve IN Him. Bel ief  requires act ion.  One 
can bel ieve for  a moment without act ing.  But ,  over t ime,  bel ief  and act ion 
are inseparable.  

I t  takes effor t  to bel ieve.  I t  takes for t i tude to push away obstacles that  
cause us to not  ‘bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent’.   Our s in nature,  the 
worldly system, and the devi l  a l l  oppose God.   There is  nothing passive 
about bel ieving and abiding.   Abiding IN Chr ist  is  act ive and di l igent bel ief  
that  we can only re ly on God.  Praise God!  He is  ready to empower us to do 
so.

Do you bel ieve IN HIM whom He has sent?  Many Chr ist ians wi l l  answer,  
“Most of  the t ime.”   

In  fu l l  t ransparency before God,  confess what you don’t  bel ieve about His 
c la ims.  He is  not  surpr ised by our unbel ief.  He knows.  Write a prayer 
asking for  Him to suppor t ,  teach,  and correct  you -  giv ing you the gi ft  of  
fa i th as you abide IN HIM.

Remember just  before Chr ist ’s  t r ia l  and crucifixion,  Peter ’s  unbel ief  
caused him to abandon Christ .   Then,  after  the resurrect ion,  Jesus 
restored Peter  to Himself  –  see John 21.

Jesus knows that  we have t imes when we don’t  real ly  bel ieve – our act ions 
communicate our real  bel iefs.   He knows and He loves us anyway.   He is  
cont inual ly  cal l ing to us to fo l low Him.

JESUS IS INVITING US TO ACTIVELY BEAR FRUIT

God can do anything he pleases at  any t ime.   I f  i t  is  His wi l l ,  He can give 
someone that  has never heard of  Jesus a dream that  prompts that  person 
to seek Him. He can create another universe.  Nothing hinders Him.  
Therefore,  as you read the fo l lowing message,  don’t  hear that  God is  
l imited.   He is  not .   Please hear that  God is invit ing us into the most 
abundant oppor tunity and blessing of our l ives .

I t  is  cr i t ical ly  impor tant to understand that  abiding IN Jesus is  act ive and 
di l igent re l iance on God.  God has chosen us to par t ic ipate with Him in 
act ing-out His wi l l  on ear th -  to bear f ru i t  by the power He gives us.   That 
work (bel ieving and abiding IN Him) and the result  (bear ing frui t )  wi l l  not  
be done sole ly by Jesus.  God,  in His per fect ion,  has chosen to share a 
heavenly responsibi l i ty  with His people.  That is  the bear ing of  Godly fru i t .   
He has given us the responsibi l i ty,  oppor tunity,  and blessing of  
f ru i t-bear ing.  Abiding is  not  passive.

Andrew Murray writes (paraphrased) :
“Without the v ine ( Jesus)  the branch (bel ievers)  can do nothing.  The 
branch owes ever ything to the v ine:  i ts  place in the v ineyard,  i ts  l i fe  and 
i ts  f ru i t fu lness.   And so,  the Lord says,  “Without me,  you can do nothing.”   
Each day,  the bel iever can be pleasing to God only in what he does 
through the power of  Chr ist  dwel l ing in him.  The dai ly  in-flowing of  the 
l i fe-sap of  the Holy Spir i t  is  h is  only power to bear f ru i t .  He l ives a lone in 
Him and is  completely dependent on Him alone.

Without the branch the v ine can also do nothing.  A vine without branches 
can bear no frui t .   The vine is  total ly  dependent on the branch as the 
branch is  completely dependent on the v ine.   This is the wonder ful  
condescension (voluntary descent from one's rank) of Jesus,  that just 
as His people are dependent on Him, He has made Himself  dependent 
on them. He has chosen that ,  without His disc iples,  He cannot dispense 
His blessing to the world;  He cannot offer  s inners the grapes of  the heav-
enly Canaan.  Don’t  th ink of  th is  as new or astonishing.   Jesus did this  
Himself.  This is  the high honor which He has cal led His redeemed disciple .   
As cr i t ical  as He is  to them in heaven ( from Him their  f ru i t  is  found) ,  they 
are just  as indispensable to Him on ear th ( through them His fru i t  is  found) .   
Bel ievers,  meditate on this ,  unt i l  your soul  bows to worship God – His 
majesty and the myster y of  the per fect  union between Christ  and the 
bel iever.

There is more:  as neither the vine nor the branch is anything without 
the other,  so is neither anything except to serve the other – each is for 

the other.”

God’s purposes and plans wi l l  be done with or  without us.   He does not 
need us.   But ,  because of  His love for  us,  God is  invit ing us to par t ic ipate 
in the heavenly work of  redeeming His creat ion – for  His glor y and our 
good.

Please write your response or  quest ions to the messages above:

Our act ive work bears fru i t  f rom the outgrowth of  a healthy,  v igorous l i fe  
IN Chr ist  -  the Spir i t  and power of  Chr ist  l iv ing and working IN us.  That 
power works effectively through us when our main effor ts are toward 
maintaining an int imate dialogue with our Lord.   As He flows into us,  our  
work of  bel ieving wi l l  bear f ru i t  in  God’s wi l l .   We are not pipes,  in  the 
sense that ,  as a pipe carr ies water,  i t  does not dr ink of  i t .   We are l ike 
branches – act ively involved.   In  order to bear f ru i t ,  the sap of  the v ine 
( Jesus)  must first  enter  the branch (us)  so that  the branch is  nour ished and 
strengthened.  At the same t ime,  the Gardener (God the Father )  prunes 
and shapes the branch to be more effect ive.   Then,  upon direct ion from 
Christ  and empowered by Him, we become par t ic ipants in the creat ion of  
Godly fru i t .

John 14:12-14
“Truly,  t ru ly,  I  say to you,  whoever bel ieves in me wil l  also do the works 
that I  do;  and greater works than these wil l  he do,  because I  am going 
to the Father.  Whatever you ask in my name,  this  I  wi l l  do,  that  the Father 
may be glor ified in the Son.  I f  you ask me anything in my name,  I  wi l l  do 
i t .”  

Please l ist  Jesus’  promises out l ined in John 14:12-14 above:

PASSIVE?

15 mi les east  of  Por t  Au Pr ince,  100 yards off  the main east-west road 
going to the Dominican Republ ic  s i ts  Foundat ion de Ebenezer.   I t ’s  a 
ministr y hub;  a source of  l ight  containing a school ,  c l in ic ,  orphan homes,  
guest  house,  and church ser ving one of  the tougher communit ies in Hait i .   
Ebenezer was bui l t  by Pastor  Claude Mondesir.   God was the architect .

Years before the ear thquake,  God had given Claude a v is ion for  th is  
ministr y.   Specifical ly,  he saw a v is ion of  a new church with a t in roof  and 
a basement .   T in roofs are considered cheap,  and basements are a lmost 
unheard of  in Hait i .   Claude relented and bui l t  the basement but refused 
to make God’s House on the cheap.   He would bui ld a concrete roof,  but  i t  
d idn’t  hold.   Par t  of  the roof  fe l l  in .   Humbled,  Claude was glad that  no one 
died and finished the construct ion as directed.   The church stood with a 
t in roof  and a basement ,  which Claude tr ied to use for  var ious purposes 
that  never stuck .   F inal ly,  he just  left  the basement empty.

Januar y 12th,  2010,  the largest  ear thquake in more than 100 years struck 
Hait i .   In  less than a minute,  c lose to 200,000 people died and 2,000,000 
were displaced,  hungr y and homeless.   The internat ional  community 
wanted to respond,  but  i t  was di fficult .   With the seapor t  and the airpor t  
damaged,  i t  seemed as i f  there was no way to get  help to the people,  but  
for  those who knew the countr y,  the back door was open.

On Januar y 15th,  GO Project ,  a  ministr y par tner of  Claude's,  brought a 
semi-truck from the Dominican Republ ic  to Hait i .   The 18-wheeler  was 
fil led with food,  water,  and suppl ies,  but  where could they unload?  Where 
was there a secure,  dr y,  accessible storage center  that  could receive such 
a large shipment?

Pastor  Claude’s church basement .

The semi unloaded.   In  the evenings,  when the c i ty s lept ,  other local  
pastors backed up whatever vehic le they could find.   Dump trucks,  p ick-up 
trucks,  and cars fi l led to capacity left  Claude’s proper ty and distr ibuted 
food to thousands of  people s leeping in church parking lots.   I t  was a 
scene that  repeated i tsel f  scores of  t imes over the next three months.   I t  
was seen in the mind of  God long before;  shared with Pastor  Claude in his  
abiding re lat ionship with Jesus.

This is  a dramatic  example of  abiding IN Jesus,  bel ieving Him, and trust ing 
His leading.   Just  because the stor y is  unusual ,  p lease don’t  d ismiss the 
message.   God,  in His per fect  wisdom, has decided to let  you and me,  as 

His fo l lowers,  be the ones that  bear the frui t .  He has determined that  
bear ing frui t  is  our ro le .  Jesus’  ro le is  to prompt and empower us by His 
Spir i t  as we abide IN HIM. 
 
We al l  enjoy specia l  stor ies,  but  i t  is  just  as specia l  and frui t fu l  to forgive 
offenses,  love the di fficult  person,  pray for  miracles,  receive God’s joy 
when circumstances are chal lenging,  and be pat ient  and fa i thful  and 
gent le and sel f-control led.   By this ,  our  Father God is  glor ified;  we bear 
much frui t  and prove to be His disc iples.  

How does that  make you feel?

Write your prayer :

Before we dive into this  chal lenging subject ,  let ’s  s low down and remind 
ourselves of  who created truth.

Excerpts from Psalm 18:
“ I  love you,  O Lord,  my strength.  The Lord is  my rock and my for tress and 
my del iverer,  my God,  my rock ,  in  whom I  take refuge,  my shie ld,  and the 
horn of  my salvat ion,  my stronghold.   With the merci fu l  you show yourself  
merci fu l ;  with the blameless man you show yourself  b lameless;  with the 
purified you show yourself  pure;  and with the crooked you make yourself  
seem tor tuous.  For  you save a humble people,  but  the haughty eyes you 
br ing down. For i t  is  you who l ight  my lamp;  the Lord my God l ightens my 
darkness.   For  by you I  can run against  a troop,  and by my God I  can leap 
over a wal l .  This God—his way is  per fect ;  the word of  the Lord proves 
true;  he is a shield for al l  those who take refuge in Him.”

Guided by Psalm 18,  l ist  several  of  our Lord’s at tr ibutes.    

John 15:1-2 
“ I  am the true v ine,  and my Father is  the v inedresser.  Ever y branch in me 
that  does not bear f ru i t  he takes away,  and ever y branch that  does bear 
f ru i t  he prunes,  that  i t  may bear more frui t .”  

The topics of  spir i tual  pruning (God tra ining us to be more frui t fu l )  and 
removal  f rom Him (temporar y or  eternal )  are di fficult .   We can star t  with 
what we know. First ,  God is  a lways invit ing us into cont inuous 
re lat ionship IN HIM where we par t ic ipate in HIs redemption of  ever ything.  
That re lat ionship is  IN HIM – not with Him or  beside Him, i t  is  IN Him.  I f  
we accept that  invitat ion and remain in Him, we wi l l  be empowered to do 
his  wi l l  –  bear f ru i t .   Second,  as we out l ined in the previous chapter,  God,  
in His per fect ion,  has decided wi l l  that  He is  not  the branch that  bears 
fru i t  –  we are.   I t  fo l lows that ,  i f  we bear f ru i t ,  He wi l l  t ra in and prune us 
to bear more frui t .  I t  a lso fo l lows that ,  i f  we elect  to ignore God’s 
invitat ion to abide IN Jesus,  He wi l l  cause His wi l l  to be done through 
someone else.

GOD’S WILL IS DONE IF WE PARTICIPATE OR NOT

“And some of  the Phar isees in the crowd said to Him, “Teacher,  rebuke 
your disc iples.”  He answered,  “ I  te l l  you,  i f  these were s i lent ,  the ver y 
stones would cr y out .””  Luke 19:39-40

“Then Mordecai  to ld them to reply to Esther,  “Do not think to yourself  that  
in the k ing’s palace you wi l l  escape any more than al l  the other Jews.  For 
if  you keep si lent at this t ime, rel ief  and del iverance wil l  r ise for the 
Jews from another place,  but  you and your father ’s  house wi l l  per ish.  And 
who knows whether you have not come to the k ingdom for  such a t ime as 
this?”  Ester  4:13-14

From above,  what phrases or  t ruths are encouraging to you?

What phrases or  messages are di fficult  for  you?

PETER WAS PRUNED

Simon Peter,  a  common man,  was invited by Jesus to fo l low Him. Peter  
was cal led to fo l low, watch,  learn,  obey and bear f ru i t .   Dur ing one of  
Jesus’  first  interact ions with Peter,  Jesus told Peter  to fish di f ferent ly  than 
he had previously.   The results  we dif ferent too.

Jesus said to Simon,  “Put out  into the deep and let  down your nets for  a 
catch.”  And Simon answered,  “Master,  we toi led al l  n ight and took noth-
ing!  But at  your word I  wi l l  let  down the nets.”  And when they had done 
th is ,  they enclosed a large number of  fish,  and their  nets were breaking.  
They s ignaled to their  par tners in the other boat to come and help them. 
And they came and fil led both the boats,  so that  they began to s ink .  But 
when Simon Peter  saw i t ,  he fe l l  down at  Jesus’  knees,  saying,  “Depar t  
f rom me,  for  I  am a s inful  man,  O Lord.”  For  he and al l  who were with him 

were astonished at  the catch of  fish that  they had taken,  and so also were 
James and John,  sons of  Zebedee,  who were par tners with Simon.  And 
Jesus said to Simon,  “Do not be afra id;  f rom now on you wi l l  be catching 
men.”  And when they had brought their  boats to land,  they left  ever ything 
and fol lowed Him.”  Matthew 2:4-11 

Fol lowing this  stor y,  Peter  became a frui t fu l  d isc iple of  Jesus,  one of  the 
inner c i rc le .   But ,  Jesus had planned more for  Peter.   Jesus’  wi l l  for  Peter  
was to become a cr i t ical  person in carr y ing-out the redemption the 
WORLD. WOW!!  This ro le requires a person who is  str ipped of  selfish 
ambit ion and fear.   Even though Peter  was frui t fu l  and power ful  (dr iv ing 
out demons,  heal ing the s ick ,  and declar ing the truths of  God) he was not 
quite ready.   Jesus had planned for  Peter  to be one of  the “branches” that  
would launch His Church and change the world.   Peter ’s  pruning stor y 
fo l lows.

Matthew 16:21-24
“From that  t ime Jesus began to show his disc iples that  he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer  many things from the elders and chief  pr iests and 
scr ibes,  and be k i l led,  and on the third day be ra ised.  And Peter  took Him 
aside and began to rebuke Him, saying,  “Far  be i t  f rom you,  Lord!  This 
shal l  never happen to you.”  But he turned and said to Peter,  “Get behind 
me,  Satan!  You are a hindrance to me.  For you are not  sett ing your mind 
on the things of  God,  but  on the things of  man.  Then Jesus told his  
disc iples,  “ I f  anyone would come after  me,  let  h im deny himself  and take 
up his  cross and fol low me.  For whoever would save his  l i fe  wi l l  lose i t ,  
but whoever loses his  l i fe  for  my sake wi l l  find i t .

“Get behind me,  Satan!”   Real ly  strong words.   Although Peter  was 
rebuked,  the pruning was not complete.   Jesus te l ls  Peter  that  the pruning 
is  coming.

Luke 22:31-34
“Simon,  Simon,  behold,  Satan demanded to have you that  he might s i ft  you 
l ike wheat ,  but  I  have prayed for  you that  your fa i th may not fa i l .  And 
when you have turned again,  strengthen your brothers.”  Peter  said to Him, 
“Lord,  I  am ready to go with you both to pr ison and to death.”  Jesus said,  
“ I  te l l  you,  Peter,  the rooster  wi l l  not  crow this  day,  unt i l  you deny three 
t imes that  you know me.”

Luke 22:54-62
“Then they seized Jesus and led Him away,  br inging Him into the high 
pr iest’s  house,  and Peter  was fol lowing at  a distance.  And when they had 
kindled a fire in the middle of  the cour tyard and sat  down together,  Peter  

sat  down among them. Then a ser vant gir l ,  seeing him as he sat  in the 
l ight  and looking c losely at  h im,  said,  “This man also was with Him.”  But 
he denied i t ,  saying,  “Woman,  I  do not know Him.”  And a l i t t le  later  
someone else saw him and said,  “You also are one of  them.”  But Peter  
said,  “Man,  I  am not .”  And after  an inter val  of  about an hour st i l l  another 
insisted,  saying,  “Cer tainly this  man also was with Him, for  he too is  a 
Gal i lean.”  But Peter  said,  “Man,  I  do not know what you are ta lk ing about .”  
And immediately,  whi le he was st i l l  speaking,  the rooster  crowed.  And the 
Lord turned and looked at  Peter.  And Peter  remembered the saying of  the 
Lord,  how he had said to him,  “Before the rooster  crows today,  you wi l l  
deny me three t imes.”  And he went out and wept bitterly.

Ouch.  The branch had been pruned.

Peter  was left  without the abi l i ty  to reconci le  with Jesus because the 
Christ  was being hauled away to be crucified.  The hope of  seeing the 
Christ  establ ish His Kingdom was crashing.    

Can you understand Peter ’s  emotion?  What can you relate to?

Days later,  Jesus forgave Peter.   Jesus then guides Peter  back into his  ro le 
of  fo l lowing Him.

John 21:4-19 (after  Jesus’  crucifixion,  He appeared to His disc iple and 
over 500 others)
“Just  as day was breaking,  Jesus stood on the shore;  yet  the disc iples did 
not  know that  i t  was Jesus.  Jesus said to them, “Chi ldren,  do you have any 
fish?” They answered Him, “No.”  He said to them, “Cast  the net  on the 
r ight  s ide of  the boat ,  and you wi l l  find some.”  So they cast  i t ,  and now 
they were not able to haul  i t  in ,  because of  the quant i ty of  fish.  That 
disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter,  “ I t  is  the Lord!”  When 
Simon Peter  heard that  i t  was the Lord,  he put on his  outer  garment ,  for  
he was str ipped for  work ,  and threw himself  into the sea.  The other 
disciples came in the boat ,  dragging the net  fu l l  of  fish,  for  they were not 
far  f rom the land,  but  about a hundred yards off.

When they got out  on land,  they saw a charcoal  fire in place,  with fish la id 
out  on i t ,  and bread.  Jesus said to them, “Br ing some of  the fish that  you 

have just  caught .”  So Simon Peter  went aboard and hauled the net  ashore,  
fu l l  of  large fish,  153 of  them. And although there were so many,  the net  
was not torn.  Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast .”  Now none of  
the disc iples dared ask Him, “Who are you?” They knew it  was the Lord.  
Jesus came and took the bread and gave i t  to them, and so with the fish.  
This was now the third t ime that  Jesus was revealed to the disc iples after  
he was ra ised from the dead.

When they had finished breakfast ,  Jesus said to Simon Peter,  “Simon,  son 
of John,  do you love me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes,  Lord;  you 
know that  I  love you.”  He said to him,  “Feed my lambs.”  He said to him a 
second t ime,  “Simon,  son of  John,  do you love me?” He said to Him, “Yes,  
Lord;  you know that  I  love you.”  He said to him,  “Tend my sheep.”  He said 
to him the third t ime,  “Simon,  son of  John,  do you love me?” Peter  was 
gr ieved because he said to him the third t ime,  “Do you love me?” and he 
said to Him, “Lord,  you know ever ything;  you know that  I  love you.”  Jesus 
said to him,  “Feed my sheep.  Truly,  t ru ly,  I  say to you,  when you were 
young,  you used to dress yourself  and walk wherever you wanted,  but  
when you are old,  you wi l l  stretch out your hands,  and another wi l l  dress 
you and carr y you where you do not want to go.”  ( This he said to show by 
what k ind of  death he was to glor i fy  God.)  And after saying this he said 
to him, “Fol low me.””

The Book of  Acts out l ines that ,  weeks later,  Peter  was a changed man.  He 
had been pruned and made stronger.   Now, fu l ly  re l iant  on the Holy Spir i t  
and abiding IN Jesus,  he was ready to par t ic ipate with Jesus in redeeming 
God’s creat ion.

Please write out  your thoughts and prayers.   What is  standing out to you?  
What c i rcumstances from your l i fe  is  God br inging to you now?

GOD IS PATIENT WITH STRUGGLING ABIDERS

Luke 13:6-9
And Jesus told this  parable:  “A man had a fig tree planted in his  v ineyard,  
and he came seeking frui t  on i t  and found none.  And he said to the 
v inedresser,  ‘Look ,  for  three years now I  have come seeking frui t  on this  
fig tree,  and I  find none.  Cut i t  down. Why should i t  use up the ground?’  
And he answered him,  ‘S ir,  let  i t  a lone this  year a lso,  unt i l  I  d ig around i t  
and put on manure.  Then i f  i t  should bear f ru i t  next  year,  wel l  and good;  
but  i f  not ,  you can cut  i t  down.’”  

THERE IS A TIME WHEN GOD WILL CUT A BRANCH

John 15:6
“I f  anyone does not abide in me he is  thrown away l ike a branch and 
withers;  and the branches are gathered,  thrown into the fire,  and burned.”

The stor y of  El i ’s  sons in 1 Samuel  2:12-36 is  a good example of  a branch 
being cut  of f  and destroyed.  We encourage you to read i t .

Matthew 7:21-23 
“Not ever yone who says to me,  ‘Lord,  Lord,’  wi l l  enter  the k ingdom of  
heaven,  but  the one who does the wi l l  of  my Father who is  in heaven.  On 
that  day many wi l l  say to me,  ‘Lord,  Lord,  d id we not prophesy in your 
name,  and cast  out  demons in your name,  and do many mighty works in 
your name?’  And then wi l l  I  declare to them, ‘ I  never knew you;  depar t  
f rom me,  you workers of  lawlessness.’  

OUR PATH

I f  the messages above concern you,  ask God to take you into Him. He is  
not hoping to find our disobedience and destroy us.   As we cont inue in our 
struggle against  our brokenness and s in ,  He cont inual ly  invites us to 
abide IN Him, rest  IN His safety,  receive al l  of  His gi fts  and love,  then 
fol low His lead.   Our path is  to abide.  

Please pray the fo l lowing prayer with us again.   Of course,  feel  f ree to 
expand and elaborate for  yourself.

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing.  I  accept your 
invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you want to give.   
Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your wi l l .   In  Jesus’  
Name.  Amen.”

What truths from this  chapter  are impact ing with you?

Take the answers above and,  as you abide IN HIM, pray prayers of  praise,  
pet i t ion,  quest ions,  and repentance….
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Before we dive into this  chal lenging subject ,  let ’s  s low down and remind 
ourselves of  who created truth.

Excerpts from Psalm 18:
“ I  love you,  O Lord,  my strength.  The Lord is  my rock and my for tress and 
my del iverer,  my God,  my rock ,  in  whom I  take refuge,  my shie ld,  and the 
horn of  my salvat ion,  my stronghold.   With the merci fu l  you show yourself  
merci fu l ;  with the blameless man you show yourself  b lameless;  with the 
purified you show yourself  pure;  and with the crooked you make yourself  
seem tor tuous.  For  you save a humble people,  but  the haughty eyes you 
br ing down. For i t  is  you who l ight  my lamp;  the Lord my God l ightens my 
darkness.   For  by you I  can run against  a troop,  and by my God I  can leap 
over a wal l .  This God—his way is  per fect ;  the word of  the Lord proves 
true;  he is a shield for al l  those who take refuge in Him.”

Guided by Psalm 18,  l ist  several  of  our Lord’s at tr ibutes.    

John 15:1-2 
“ I  am the true v ine,  and my Father is  the v inedresser.  Ever y branch in me 
that  does not bear f ru i t  he takes away,  and ever y branch that  does bear 
f ru i t  he prunes,  that  i t  may bear more frui t .”  

The topics of  spir i tual  pruning (God tra ining us to be more frui t fu l )  and 
removal  f rom Him (temporar y or  eternal )  are di fficult .   We can star t  with 
what we know. First ,  God is  a lways invit ing us into cont inuous 
re lat ionship IN HIM where we par t ic ipate in HIs redemption of  ever ything.  
That re lat ionship is  IN HIM – not with Him or  beside Him, i t  is  IN Him.  I f  
we accept that  invitat ion and remain in Him, we wi l l  be empowered to do 
his  wi l l  –  bear f ru i t .   Second,  as we out l ined in the previous chapter,  God,  
in His per fect ion,  has decided wi l l  that  He is  not  the branch that  bears 
fru i t  –  we are.   I t  fo l lows that ,  i f  we bear f ru i t ,  He wi l l  t ra in and prune us 
to bear more frui t .  I t  a lso fo l lows that ,  i f  we elect  to ignore God’s 
invitat ion to abide IN Jesus,  He wi l l  cause His wi l l  to be done through 
someone else.

GOD’S WILL IS DONE IF WE PARTICIPATE OR NOT

“And some of  the Phar isees in the crowd said to Him, “Teacher,  rebuke 
your disc iples.”  He answered,  “ I  te l l  you,  i f  these were s i lent ,  the ver y 
stones would cr y out .””  Luke 19:39-40

“Then Mordecai  to ld them to reply to Esther,  “Do not think to yourself  that  
in the k ing’s palace you wi l l  escape any more than al l  the other Jews.  For 
if  you keep si lent at this t ime, rel ief  and del iverance wil l  r ise for the 
Jews from another place,  but  you and your father ’s  house wi l l  per ish.  And 
who knows whether you have not come to the k ingdom for  such a t ime as 
this?”  Ester  4:13-14

From above,  what phrases or  t ruths are encouraging to you?

What phrases or  messages are di fficult  for  you?

PETER WAS PRUNED

Simon Peter,  a  common man,  was invited by Jesus to fo l low Him. Peter  
was cal led to fo l low, watch,  learn,  obey and bear f ru i t .   Dur ing one of  
Jesus’  first  interact ions with Peter,  Jesus told Peter  to fish di f ferent ly  than 
he had previously.   The results  we dif ferent too.

Jesus said to Simon,  “Put out  into the deep and let  down your nets for  a 
catch.”  And Simon answered,  “Master,  we toi led al l  n ight and took noth-
ing!  But at  your word I  wi l l  let  down the nets.”  And when they had done 
th is ,  they enclosed a large number of  fish,  and their  nets were breaking.  
They s ignaled to their  par tners in the other boat to come and help them. 
And they came and fil led both the boats,  so that  they began to s ink .  But 
when Simon Peter  saw i t ,  he fe l l  down at  Jesus’  knees,  saying,  “Depar t  
f rom me,  for  I  am a s inful  man,  O Lord.”  For  he and al l  who were with him 

were astonished at  the catch of  fish that  they had taken,  and so also were 
James and John,  sons of  Zebedee,  who were par tners with Simon.  And 
Jesus said to Simon,  “Do not be afra id;  f rom now on you wi l l  be catching 
men.”  And when they had brought their  boats to land,  they left  ever ything 
and fol lowed Him.”  Matthew 2:4-11 

Fol lowing this  stor y,  Peter  became a frui t fu l  d isc iple of  Jesus,  one of  the 
inner c i rc le .   But ,  Jesus had planned more for  Peter.   Jesus’  wi l l  for  Peter  
was to become a cr i t ical  person in carr y ing-out the redemption the 
WORLD. WOW!!  This ro le requires a person who is  str ipped of  selfish 
ambit ion and fear.   Even though Peter  was frui t fu l  and power ful  (dr iv ing 
out demons,  heal ing the s ick ,  and declar ing the truths of  God) he was not 
quite ready.   Jesus had planned for  Peter  to be one of  the “branches” that  
would launch His Church and change the world.   Peter ’s  pruning stor y 
fo l lows.

Matthew 16:21-24
“From that  t ime Jesus began to show his disc iples that  he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer  many things from the elders and chief  pr iests and 
scr ibes,  and be k i l led,  and on the third day be ra ised.  And Peter  took Him 
aside and began to rebuke Him, saying,  “Far  be i t  f rom you,  Lord!  This 
shal l  never happen to you.”  But he turned and said to Peter,  “Get behind 
me,  Satan!  You are a hindrance to me.  For you are not  sett ing your mind 
on the things of  God,  but  on the things of  man.  Then Jesus told his  
disc iples,  “ I f  anyone would come after  me,  let  h im deny himself  and take 
up his  cross and fol low me.  For whoever would save his  l i fe  wi l l  lose i t ,  
but whoever loses his  l i fe  for  my sake wi l l  find i t .

“Get behind me,  Satan!”   Real ly  strong words.   Although Peter  was 
rebuked,  the pruning was not complete.   Jesus te l ls  Peter  that  the pruning 
is  coming.

Luke 22:31-34
“Simon,  Simon,  behold,  Satan demanded to have you that  he might s i ft  you 
l ike wheat ,  but  I  have prayed for  you that  your fa i th may not fa i l .  And 
when you have turned again,  strengthen your brothers.”  Peter  said to Him, 
“Lord,  I  am ready to go with you both to pr ison and to death.”  Jesus said,  
“ I  te l l  you,  Peter,  the rooster  wi l l  not  crow this  day,  unt i l  you deny three 
t imes that  you know me.”

Luke 22:54-62
“Then they seized Jesus and led Him away,  br inging Him into the high 
pr iest’s  house,  and Peter  was fol lowing at  a distance.  And when they had 
kindled a fire in the middle of  the cour tyard and sat  down together,  Peter  

sat  down among them. Then a ser vant gir l ,  seeing him as he sat  in the 
l ight  and looking c losely at  h im,  said,  “This man also was with Him.”  But 
he denied i t ,  saying,  “Woman,  I  do not know Him.”  And a l i t t le  later  
someone else saw him and said,  “You also are one of  them.”  But Peter  
said,  “Man,  I  am not .”  And after  an inter val  of  about an hour st i l l  another 
insisted,  saying,  “Cer tainly this  man also was with Him, for  he too is  a 
Gal i lean.”  But Peter  said,  “Man,  I  do not know what you are ta lk ing about .”  
And immediately,  whi le he was st i l l  speaking,  the rooster  crowed.  And the 
Lord turned and looked at  Peter.  And Peter  remembered the saying of  the 
Lord,  how he had said to him,  “Before the rooster  crows today,  you wi l l  
deny me three t imes.”  And he went out and wept bitterly.

Ouch.  The branch had been pruned.

Peter  was left  without the abi l i ty  to reconci le  with Jesus because the 
Christ  was being hauled away to be crucified.  The hope of  seeing the 
Christ  establ ish His Kingdom was crashing.    

Can you understand Peter ’s  emotion?  What can you relate to?

Days later,  Jesus forgave Peter.   Jesus then guides Peter  back into his  ro le 
of  fo l lowing Him.

John 21:4-19 (after  Jesus’  crucifixion,  He appeared to His disc iple and 
over 500 others)
“Just  as day was breaking,  Jesus stood on the shore;  yet  the disc iples did 
not  know that  i t  was Jesus.  Jesus said to them, “Chi ldren,  do you have any 
fish?” They answered Him, “No.”  He said to them, “Cast  the net  on the 
r ight  s ide of  the boat ,  and you wi l l  find some.”  So they cast  i t ,  and now 
they were not able to haul  i t  in ,  because of  the quant i ty of  fish.  That 
disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter,  “ I t  is  the Lord!”  When 
Simon Peter  heard that  i t  was the Lord,  he put on his  outer  garment ,  for  
he was str ipped for  work ,  and threw himself  into the sea.  The other 
disciples came in the boat ,  dragging the net  fu l l  of  fish,  for  they were not 
far  f rom the land,  but  about a hundred yards off.

When they got out  on land,  they saw a charcoal  fire in place,  with fish la id 
out  on i t ,  and bread.  Jesus said to them, “Br ing some of  the fish that  you 

have just  caught .”  So Simon Peter  went aboard and hauled the net  ashore,  
fu l l  of  large fish,  153 of  them. And although there were so many,  the net  
was not torn.  Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast .”  Now none of  
the disc iples dared ask Him, “Who are you?” They knew it  was the Lord.  
Jesus came and took the bread and gave i t  to them, and so with the fish.  
This was now the third t ime that  Jesus was revealed to the disc iples after  
he was ra ised from the dead.

When they had finished breakfast ,  Jesus said to Simon Peter,  “Simon,  son 
of John,  do you love me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes,  Lord;  you 
know that  I  love you.”  He said to him,  “Feed my lambs.”  He said to him a 
second t ime,  “Simon,  son of  John,  do you love me?” He said to Him, “Yes,  
Lord;  you know that  I  love you.”  He said to him,  “Tend my sheep.”  He said 
to him the third t ime,  “Simon,  son of  John,  do you love me?” Peter  was 
gr ieved because he said to him the third t ime,  “Do you love me?” and he 
said to Him, “Lord,  you know ever ything;  you know that  I  love you.”  Jesus 
said to him,  “Feed my sheep.  Truly,  t ru ly,  I  say to you,  when you were 
young,  you used to dress yourself  and walk wherever you wanted,  but  
when you are old,  you wi l l  stretch out your hands,  and another wi l l  dress 
you and carr y you where you do not want to go.”  ( This he said to show by 
what k ind of  death he was to glor i fy  God.)  And after saying this he said 
to him, “Fol low me.””

The Book of  Acts out l ines that ,  weeks later,  Peter  was a changed man.  He 
had been pruned and made stronger.   Now, fu l ly  re l iant  on the Holy Spir i t  
and abiding IN Jesus,  he was ready to par t ic ipate with Jesus in redeeming 
God’s creat ion.

Please write out  your thoughts and prayers.   What is  standing out to you?  
What c i rcumstances from your l i fe  is  God br inging to you now?

GOD IS PATIENT WITH STRUGGLING ABIDERS

Luke 13:6-9
And Jesus told this  parable:  “A man had a fig tree planted in his  v ineyard,  
and he came seeking frui t  on i t  and found none.  And he said to the 
v inedresser,  ‘Look ,  for  three years now I  have come seeking frui t  on this  
fig tree,  and I  find none.  Cut i t  down. Why should i t  use up the ground?’  
And he answered him,  ‘S ir,  let  i t  a lone this  year a lso,  unt i l  I  d ig around i t  
and put on manure.  Then i f  i t  should bear f ru i t  next  year,  wel l  and good;  
but  i f  not ,  you can cut  i t  down.’”  

THERE IS A TIME WHEN GOD WILL CUT A BRANCH

John 15:6
“I f  anyone does not abide in me he is  thrown away l ike a branch and 
withers;  and the branches are gathered,  thrown into the fire,  and burned.”

The stor y of  El i ’s  sons in 1 Samuel  2:12-36 is  a good example of  a branch 
being cut  of f  and destroyed.  We encourage you to read i t .

Matthew 7:21-23 
“Not ever yone who says to me,  ‘Lord,  Lord,’  wi l l  enter  the k ingdom of  
heaven,  but  the one who does the wi l l  of  my Father who is  in heaven.  On 
that  day many wi l l  say to me,  ‘Lord,  Lord,  d id we not prophesy in your 
name,  and cast  out  demons in your name,  and do many mighty works in 
your name?’  And then wi l l  I  declare to them, ‘ I  never knew you;  depar t  
f rom me,  you workers of  lawlessness.’  

OUR PATH

I f  the messages above concern you,  ask God to take you into Him. He is  
not hoping to find our disobedience and destroy us.   As we cont inue in our 
struggle against  our brokenness and s in ,  He cont inual ly  invites us to 
abide IN Him, rest  IN His safety,  receive al l  of  His gi fts  and love,  then 
fol low His lead.   Our path is  to abide.  

Please pray the fo l lowing prayer with us again.   Of course,  feel  f ree to 
expand and elaborate for  yourself.

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing.  I  accept your 
invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you want to give.   
Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your wi l l .   In  Jesus’  
Name.  Amen.”

What truths from this  chapter  are impact ing with you?

Take the answers above and,  as you abide IN HIM, pray prayers of  praise,  
pet i t ion,  quest ions,  and repentance….
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Before we dive into this  chal lenging subject ,  let ’s  s low down and remind 
ourselves of  who created truth.

Excerpts from Psalm 18:
“ I  love you,  O Lord,  my strength.  The Lord is  my rock and my for tress and 
my del iverer,  my God,  my rock ,  in  whom I  take refuge,  my shie ld,  and the 
horn of  my salvat ion,  my stronghold.   With the merci fu l  you show yourself  
merci fu l ;  with the blameless man you show yourself  b lameless;  with the 
purified you show yourself  pure;  and with the crooked you make yourself  
seem tor tuous.  For  you save a humble people,  but  the haughty eyes you 
br ing down. For i t  is  you who l ight  my lamp;  the Lord my God l ightens my 
darkness.   For  by you I  can run against  a troop,  and by my God I  can leap 
over a wal l .  This God—his way is  per fect ;  the word of  the Lord proves 
true;  he is a shield for al l  those who take refuge in Him.”

Guided by Psalm 18,  l ist  several  of  our Lord’s at tr ibutes.    

John 15:1-2 
“ I  am the true v ine,  and my Father is  the v inedresser.  Ever y branch in me 
that  does not bear f ru i t  he takes away,  and ever y branch that  does bear 
f ru i t  he prunes,  that  i t  may bear more frui t .”  

The topics of  spir i tual  pruning (God tra ining us to be more frui t fu l )  and 
removal  f rom Him (temporar y or  eternal )  are di fficult .   We can star t  with 
what we know. First ,  God is  a lways invit ing us into cont inuous 
re lat ionship IN HIM where we par t ic ipate in HIs redemption of  ever ything.  
That re lat ionship is  IN HIM – not with Him or  beside Him, i t  is  IN Him.  I f  
we accept that  invitat ion and remain in Him, we wi l l  be empowered to do 
his  wi l l  –  bear f ru i t .   Second,  as we out l ined in the previous chapter,  God,  
in His per fect ion,  has decided wi l l  that  He is  not  the branch that  bears 
fru i t  –  we are.   I t  fo l lows that ,  i f  we bear f ru i t ,  He wi l l  t ra in and prune us 
to bear more frui t .  I t  a lso fo l lows that ,  i f  we elect  to ignore God’s 
invitat ion to abide IN Jesus,  He wi l l  cause His wi l l  to be done through 
someone else.

GOD’S WILL IS DONE IF WE PARTICIPATE OR NOT

“And some of  the Phar isees in the crowd said to Him, “Teacher,  rebuke 
your disc iples.”  He answered,  “ I  te l l  you,  i f  these were s i lent ,  the ver y 
stones would cr y out .””  Luke 19:39-40

“Then Mordecai  to ld them to reply to Esther,  “Do not think to yourself  that  
in the k ing’s palace you wi l l  escape any more than al l  the other Jews.  For 
if  you keep si lent at this t ime, rel ief  and del iverance wil l  r ise for the 
Jews from another place,  but  you and your father ’s  house wi l l  per ish.  And 
who knows whether you have not come to the k ingdom for  such a t ime as 
this?”  Ester  4:13-14

From above,  what phrases or  t ruths are encouraging to you?

What phrases or  messages are di fficult  for  you?

PETER WAS PRUNED

Simon Peter,  a  common man,  was invited by Jesus to fo l low Him. Peter  
was cal led to fo l low, watch,  learn,  obey and bear f ru i t .   Dur ing one of  
Jesus’  first  interact ions with Peter,  Jesus told Peter  to fish di f ferent ly  than 
he had previously.   The results  we dif ferent too.

Jesus said to Simon,  “Put out  into the deep and let  down your nets for  a 
catch.”  And Simon answered,  “Master,  we toi led al l  n ight and took noth-
ing!  But at  your word I  wi l l  let  down the nets.”  And when they had done 
th is ,  they enclosed a large number of  fish,  and their  nets were breaking.  
They s ignaled to their  par tners in the other boat to come and help them. 
And they came and fil led both the boats,  so that  they began to s ink .  But 
when Simon Peter  saw i t ,  he fe l l  down at  Jesus’  knees,  saying,  “Depar t  
f rom me,  for  I  am a s inful  man,  O Lord.”  For  he and al l  who were with him 

were astonished at  the catch of  fish that  they had taken,  and so also were 
James and John,  sons of  Zebedee,  who were par tners with Simon.  And 
Jesus said to Simon,  “Do not be afra id;  f rom now on you wi l l  be catching 
men.”  And when they had brought their  boats to land,  they left  ever ything 
and fol lowed Him.”  Matthew 2:4-11 

Fol lowing this  stor y,  Peter  became a frui t fu l  d isc iple of  Jesus,  one of  the 
inner c i rc le .   But ,  Jesus had planned more for  Peter.   Jesus’  wi l l  for  Peter  
was to become a cr i t ical  person in carr y ing-out the redemption the 
WORLD. WOW!!  This ro le requires a person who is  str ipped of  selfish 
ambit ion and fear.   Even though Peter  was frui t fu l  and power ful  (dr iv ing 
out demons,  heal ing the s ick ,  and declar ing the truths of  God) he was not 
quite ready.   Jesus had planned for  Peter  to be one of  the “branches” that  
would launch His Church and change the world.   Peter ’s  pruning stor y 
fo l lows.

Matthew 16:21-24
“From that  t ime Jesus began to show his disc iples that  he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer  many things from the elders and chief  pr iests and 
scr ibes,  and be k i l led,  and on the third day be ra ised.  And Peter  took Him 
aside and began to rebuke Him, saying,  “Far  be i t  f rom you,  Lord!  This 
shal l  never happen to you.”  But he turned and said to Peter,  “Get behind 
me,  Satan!  You are a hindrance to me.  For you are not  sett ing your mind 
on the things of  God,  but  on the things of  man.  Then Jesus told his  
disc iples,  “ I f  anyone would come after  me,  let  h im deny himself  and take 
up his  cross and fol low me.  For whoever would save his  l i fe  wi l l  lose i t ,  
but whoever loses his  l i fe  for  my sake wi l l  find i t .

“Get behind me,  Satan!”   Real ly  strong words.   Although Peter  was 
rebuked,  the pruning was not complete.   Jesus te l ls  Peter  that  the pruning 
is  coming.

Luke 22:31-34
“Simon,  Simon,  behold,  Satan demanded to have you that  he might s i ft  you 
l ike wheat ,  but  I  have prayed for  you that  your fa i th may not fa i l .  And 
when you have turned again,  strengthen your brothers.”  Peter  said to Him, 
“Lord,  I  am ready to go with you both to pr ison and to death.”  Jesus said,  
“ I  te l l  you,  Peter,  the rooster  wi l l  not  crow this  day,  unt i l  you deny three 
t imes that  you know me.”

Luke 22:54-62
“Then they seized Jesus and led Him away,  br inging Him into the high 
pr iest’s  house,  and Peter  was fol lowing at  a distance.  And when they had 
kindled a fire in the middle of  the cour tyard and sat  down together,  Peter  

sat  down among them. Then a ser vant gir l ,  seeing him as he sat  in the 
l ight  and looking c losely at  h im,  said,  “This man also was with Him.”  But 
he denied i t ,  saying,  “Woman,  I  do not know Him.”  And a l i t t le  later  
someone else saw him and said,  “You also are one of  them.”  But Peter  
said,  “Man,  I  am not .”  And after  an inter val  of  about an hour st i l l  another 
insisted,  saying,  “Cer tainly this  man also was with Him, for  he too is  a 
Gal i lean.”  But Peter  said,  “Man,  I  do not know what you are ta lk ing about .”  
And immediately,  whi le he was st i l l  speaking,  the rooster  crowed.  And the 
Lord turned and looked at  Peter.  And Peter  remembered the saying of  the 
Lord,  how he had said to him,  “Before the rooster  crows today,  you wi l l  
deny me three t imes.”  And he went out and wept bitterly.

Ouch.  The branch had been pruned.

Peter  was left  without the abi l i ty  to reconci le  with Jesus because the 
Christ  was being hauled away to be crucified.  The hope of  seeing the 
Christ  establ ish His Kingdom was crashing.    

Can you understand Peter ’s  emotion?  What can you relate to?

Days later,  Jesus forgave Peter.   Jesus then guides Peter  back into his  ro le 
of  fo l lowing Him.

John 21:4-19 (after  Jesus’  crucifixion,  He appeared to His disc iple and 
over 500 others)
“Just  as day was breaking,  Jesus stood on the shore;  yet  the disc iples did 
not  know that  i t  was Jesus.  Jesus said to them, “Chi ldren,  do you have any 
fish?” They answered Him, “No.”  He said to them, “Cast  the net  on the 
r ight  s ide of  the boat ,  and you wi l l  find some.”  So they cast  i t ,  and now 
they were not able to haul  i t  in ,  because of  the quant i ty of  fish.  That 
disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter,  “ I t  is  the Lord!”  When 
Simon Peter  heard that  i t  was the Lord,  he put on his  outer  garment ,  for  
he was str ipped for  work ,  and threw himself  into the sea.  The other 
disciples came in the boat ,  dragging the net  fu l l  of  fish,  for  they were not 
far  f rom the land,  but  about a hundred yards off.

When they got out  on land,  they saw a charcoal  fire in place,  with fish la id 
out  on i t ,  and bread.  Jesus said to them, “Br ing some of  the fish that  you 

have just  caught .”  So Simon Peter  went aboard and hauled the net  ashore,  
fu l l  of  large fish,  153 of  them. And although there were so many,  the net  
was not torn.  Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast .”  Now none of  
the disc iples dared ask Him, “Who are you?” They knew it  was the Lord.  
Jesus came and took the bread and gave i t  to them, and so with the fish.  
This was now the third t ime that  Jesus was revealed to the disc iples after  
he was ra ised from the dead.

When they had finished breakfast ,  Jesus said to Simon Peter,  “Simon,  son 
of John,  do you love me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes,  Lord;  you 
know that  I  love you.”  He said to him,  “Feed my lambs.”  He said to him a 
second t ime,  “Simon,  son of  John,  do you love me?” He said to Him, “Yes,  
Lord;  you know that  I  love you.”  He said to him,  “Tend my sheep.”  He said 
to him the third t ime,  “Simon,  son of  John,  do you love me?” Peter  was 
gr ieved because he said to him the third t ime,  “Do you love me?” and he 
said to Him, “Lord,  you know ever ything;  you know that  I  love you.”  Jesus 
said to him,  “Feed my sheep.  Truly,  t ru ly,  I  say to you,  when you were 
young,  you used to dress yourself  and walk wherever you wanted,  but  
when you are old,  you wi l l  stretch out your hands,  and another wi l l  dress 
you and carr y you where you do not want to go.”  ( This he said to show by 
what k ind of  death he was to glor i fy  God.)  And after saying this he said 
to him, “Fol low me.””

The Book of  Acts out l ines that ,  weeks later,  Peter  was a changed man.  He 
had been pruned and made stronger.   Now, fu l ly  re l iant  on the Holy Spir i t  
and abiding IN Jesus,  he was ready to par t ic ipate with Jesus in redeeming 
God’s creat ion.

Please write out  your thoughts and prayers.   What is  standing out to you?  
What c i rcumstances from your l i fe  is  God br inging to you now?

GOD IS PATIENT WITH STRUGGLING ABIDERS

Luke 13:6-9
And Jesus told this  parable:  “A man had a fig tree planted in his  v ineyard,  
and he came seeking frui t  on i t  and found none.  And he said to the 
v inedresser,  ‘Look ,  for  three years now I  have come seeking frui t  on this  
fig tree,  and I  find none.  Cut i t  down. Why should i t  use up the ground?’  
And he answered him,  ‘S ir,  let  i t  a lone this  year a lso,  unt i l  I  d ig around i t  
and put on manure.  Then i f  i t  should bear f ru i t  next  year,  wel l  and good;  
but  i f  not ,  you can cut  i t  down.’”  

THERE IS A TIME WHEN GOD WILL CUT A BRANCH

John 15:6
“I f  anyone does not abide in me he is  thrown away l ike a branch and 
withers;  and the branches are gathered,  thrown into the fire,  and burned.”

The stor y of  El i ’s  sons in 1 Samuel  2:12-36 is  a good example of  a branch 
being cut  of f  and destroyed.  We encourage you to read i t .

Matthew 7:21-23 
“Not ever yone who says to me,  ‘Lord,  Lord,’  wi l l  enter  the k ingdom of  
heaven,  but  the one who does the wi l l  of  my Father who is  in heaven.  On 
that  day many wi l l  say to me,  ‘Lord,  Lord,  d id we not prophesy in your 
name,  and cast  out  demons in your name,  and do many mighty works in 
your name?’  And then wi l l  I  declare to them, ‘ I  never knew you;  depar t  
f rom me,  you workers of  lawlessness.’  

OUR PATH

I f  the messages above concern you,  ask God to take you into Him. He is  
not hoping to find our disobedience and destroy us.   As we cont inue in our 
struggle against  our brokenness and s in ,  He cont inual ly  invites us to 
abide IN Him, rest  IN His safety,  receive al l  of  His gi fts  and love,  then 
fol low His lead.   Our path is  to abide.  

Please pray the fo l lowing prayer with us again.   Of course,  feel  f ree to 
expand and elaborate for  yourself.

“Father God,  Jesus,  Holy Spir i t ,  I  y ie ld my k ingdom to yours.  Your Kingdom 
is  per fect ,  mine is  broken.  Forgive me for  t r y ing to be k ing.  I  accept your 
invitat ion to be IN you – receiv ing ever ything you want to give.   
Strengthen me to stay IN you and bear the frui t  that  is  your wi l l .   In  Jesus’  
Name.  Amen.”

What truths from this  chapter  are impact ing with you?

Take the answers above and,  as you abide IN HIM, pray prayers of  praise,  
pet i t ion,  quest ions,  and repentance….

51 ABIDE IN JESUS  |  HIS INVITATION



CHAPTER EIGHT:

NOW WHAT?

now
/nou/

adverb
at the present time or moment
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Let’s  star t  with enjoying the words from Augustus Toplady’s song “Rock 
of  Ages” – writ ten in 1776.

Praise the Lord!  He is  the Rock of  Ages!   We have nothing to fear !  

So,  now what do we do?

It  may sound s impl ist ic ,  but  i t  is  t rue.  Our Christ ian l i fe depends entirely 
on our abiding IN Jesus.  Let’s  abide IN Him.

EXPECT TO BEAR FRUIT

As we have learned through the previous chapters,  i t  is  God’s wi l l  for  us 
to bear f ru i t  as we abide IN Him.  Jesus said,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my 
words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By 
th is  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear much frui t  and so prove to be my 
disciples.”

Let’s  expect  for  God to fu lfi l l  His promises to us.   Let’s  expect  that  His 
specific wi l l  for  you and me wi l l  be done through us as we abide IN Him.  

As we expect  God to bear f ru i t  through us,  we are more l ikely to not ice the 
subt le movements of  God and can remain al igned with Him as 
c i rcumstances change.   

What is  excit ing or  di fficult  about expect ing God to bear f ru i t  through 
you?

Turn your answers above into abiding prayer :

GOD’S WILL FOR US

God’s wi l l  for  us can be par t ia l ly  summarized as:
Love the Lord your God,
Love your neighbor,  
Rejoice a lways,  pray in a l l  c i rcumstances,  and
Go and make disciples.

NOW WHAT? LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD

Christ ians,  we need to create t ime and space in our l ives to Abide IN Him.  
I f  Jesus,  the creator  of  the universe needed to car ve-out t ime alone to 
pray,  we need to as wel l .

Pray:   Lord,  deepen my love for  you,  show me your ways so that  I  may love 
you with a l l  my hear t  and soul  and strength.

What can you do to faci l i tate t ime and space so that  you can love the 
lord?

NOW WHAT? LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR

Pray:  Lord,  you have put people a l l  around me,  who do you want me to 
love today?

Pray:  Who do you want me to forgive today?  Ask for  God’s power that  is  
IN CHRIST to forgive.

NOW WHAT? GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES

Notice the verbs – “go” and “make”.   They instruct  us to be act ively and 
intent ional ly  working to pursue and develop disc iples.  

How?  Abide IN Him. Ask Him and fol low his lead.

Who is  God leading you to disc iple so that  they Abide IN Jesus?

Pray:   Lord,  what is  my first  step to pursue them?

PRAISE HIM, WORSHIP HIM

Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.  1Thess 5:16-22

“These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my joy may be in you,  and that  
your joy may be ful l .”  John 15:11

“Therefore,  as you received Chr ist  Jesus the Lord,  so walk IN Him, rooted 
and bui l t  up IN Him and establ ished in the fa i th ,  just  as you were taught ,  
abounding in thanksgiv ing.”  Col  2:6-7

What act ions can you take that  would posit ion you to re jo ice and pray 
more?

PRAY AND PRAY AND PRAY

“You did not  choose me,  but  I  chose you and appointed you that you 
should go and bear fruit  and that your fruit  should abide (remain) ,  so 
that  whatever you ask the Father in my name,  he may give i t  to you.  These 
things I  command you,  so that  you wi l l  love one another.”  John 15:16-17

“For a l l  the promises of  God find their  Yes IN  Him.  That is  why i t  is  
through Him that  we utter  our Amen to God for  h is  glor y.”  2 Cor 1:20

Pause and pray:

The fol lowing scr ipture is  Jesus’  prayer for  us.  Receive the depth of  Jesus’  
hope for  us.

Jesus prayed:
“The glor y that  you have given me I  have given to them, that they may be 
one even as we are one,  I  in them and you in me, that they may become 
per fectly one,  so that  the world may know that you sent me and loved 
them even as you loved me.  Father,  I  desire that  they also,  whom you have 
given me,  may be with me where I  am,  to see my glor y that  you have 
given me because you loved me before the foundat ion of  the world.  O 
r ighteous Father,  even though the world does not know you,  I  know you,  
and these know that you have sent me.  I  made known to them your name,  
and I  wi l l  cont inue to make i t  known, that the love with which you have 
loved me may be in them, and I  in them.”  John 17:22-26

Pray your vers ion of  the fo l lowing:
“Lord,  your wi l l  for  me is  remarkable!   I t  is  hard to bel ieve the 
indescr ibable love and hope that  you have for  me.   Help me bel ieve IN you.   
Father,  thank you for  i l luminat ing the majesty of  Jesus the Savior  to me.   I  
say ‘yes’  to your invitat ion to remain in Him.  Help me to bel ieve al l  your 
promises.  Help me to receive al l  that  you desire for  me.   Help me to y ie ld 
to you so that  I  may br ing glor y to you.   Help me to receive your pruning 
as I  bear f ru i t .  Help me to hear His voice and to obey without fear.   I  
ant ic ipate your work through me to bear f ru i t  and br ing you glor y.  I  love 
you Lord.”

AMEN

Rock of  Ages,  c left  for  me,
let  me hide myself  in  thee;
let  the water  and the blood,
f rom thy wounded s ide which flowed,
be of  s in the double cure;
save from wrath and make me pure.

Not the labors of  my hands
can fulfi l l  thy law’s commands;
could my zeal  no respite know,
could my tears forever flow,
al l  for  s in could not atone;
thou must save,  and thou alone.

Nothing in my hand I  br ing,
s imply to the cross I  c l ing;
naked,  come to thee for  dress;
helpless,  look to thee for  grace;
foul ,  I  to the fountain fly;
wash me,  Savior,  or  I  d ie .

While I  draw this  fleet ing breath,
when mine eyes shal l  c lose in death,
when I  soar to worlds unknown,
see thee on thy judgment throne,
Rock of  Ages,  c left  for  me,
let  me hide myself  in  thee.
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Let’s  star t  with enjoying the words from Augustus Toplady’s song “Rock 
of  Ages” – writ ten in 1776.

Praise the Lord!  He is  the Rock of  Ages!   We have nothing to fear !  

So,  now what do we do?

It  may sound s impl ist ic ,  but  i t  is  t rue.  Our Christ ian l i fe depends entirely 
on our abiding IN Jesus.  Let’s  abide IN Him.

EXPECT TO BEAR FRUIT

As we have learned through the previous chapters,  i t  is  God’s wi l l  for  us 
to bear f ru i t  as we abide IN Him.  Jesus said,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my 
words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By 
th is  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear much frui t  and so prove to be my 
disciples.”

Let’s  expect  for  God to fu lfi l l  His promises to us.   Let’s  expect  that  His 
specific wi l l  for  you and me wi l l  be done through us as we abide IN Him.  

As we expect  God to bear f ru i t  through us,  we are more l ikely to not ice the 
subt le movements of  God and can remain al igned with Him as 
c i rcumstances change.   

What is  excit ing or  di fficult  about expect ing God to bear f ru i t  through 
you?

Turn your answers above into abiding prayer :

GOD’S WILL FOR US

God’s wi l l  for  us can be par t ia l ly  summarized as:
Love the Lord your God,
Love your neighbor,  
Rejoice a lways,  pray in a l l  c i rcumstances,  and
Go and make disciples.

NOW WHAT? LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD

Christ ians,  we need to create t ime and space in our l ives to Abide IN Him.  
I f  Jesus,  the creator  of  the universe needed to car ve-out t ime alone to 
pray,  we need to as wel l .

Pray:   Lord,  deepen my love for  you,  show me your ways so that  I  may love 
you with a l l  my hear t  and soul  and strength.

What can you do to faci l i tate t ime and space so that  you can love the 
lord?

NOW WHAT? LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR

Pray:  Lord,  you have put people a l l  around me,  who do you want me to 
love today?

Pray:  Who do you want me to forgive today?  Ask for  God’s power that  is  
IN CHRIST to forgive.

NOW WHAT? GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES

Notice the verbs – “go” and “make”.   They instruct  us to be act ively and 
intent ional ly  working to pursue and develop disc iples.  

How?  Abide IN Him. Ask Him and fol low his lead.

Who is  God leading you to disc iple so that  they Abide IN Jesus?

Pray:   Lord,  what is  my first  step to pursue them?

PRAISE HIM, WORSHIP HIM

Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.  1Thess 5:16-22

“These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my joy may be in you,  and that  
your joy may be ful l .”  John 15:11

“Therefore,  as you received Chr ist  Jesus the Lord,  so walk IN Him, rooted 
and bui l t  up IN Him and establ ished in the fa i th ,  just  as you were taught ,  
abounding in thanksgiv ing.”  Col  2:6-7

What act ions can you take that  would posit ion you to re jo ice and pray 
more?

PRAY AND PRAY AND PRAY

“You did not  choose me,  but  I  chose you and appointed you that you 
should go and bear fruit  and that your fruit  should abide (remain) ,  so 
that  whatever you ask the Father in my name,  he may give i t  to you.  These 
things I  command you,  so that  you wi l l  love one another.”  John 15:16-17

“For a l l  the promises of  God find their  Yes IN  Him.  That is  why i t  is  
through Him that  we utter  our Amen to God for  h is  glor y.”  2 Cor 1:20

Pause and pray:

The fol lowing scr ipture is  Jesus’  prayer for  us.  Receive the depth of  Jesus’  
hope for  us.

Jesus prayed:
“The glor y that  you have given me I  have given to them, that they may be 
one even as we are one,  I  in them and you in me, that they may become 
per fectly one,  so that  the world may know that you sent me and loved 
them even as you loved me.  Father,  I  desire that  they also,  whom you have 
given me,  may be with me where I  am,  to see my glor y that  you have 
given me because you loved me before the foundat ion of  the world.  O 
r ighteous Father,  even though the world does not know you,  I  know you,  
and these know that you have sent me.  I  made known to them your name,  
and I  wi l l  cont inue to make i t  known, that the love with which you have 
loved me may be in them, and I  in them.”  John 17:22-26

Pray your vers ion of  the fo l lowing:
“Lord,  your wi l l  for  me is  remarkable!   I t  is  hard to bel ieve the 
indescr ibable love and hope that  you have for  me.   Help me bel ieve IN you.   
Father,  thank you for  i l luminat ing the majesty of  Jesus the Savior  to me.   I  
say ‘yes’  to your invitat ion to remain in Him.  Help me to bel ieve al l  your 
promises.  Help me to receive al l  that  you desire for  me.   Help me to y ie ld 
to you so that  I  may br ing glor y to you.   Help me to receive your pruning 
as I  bear f ru i t .  Help me to hear His voice and to obey without fear.   I  
ant ic ipate your work through me to bear f ru i t  and br ing you glor y.  I  love 
you Lord.”

AMEN
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Let’s  star t  with enjoying the words from Augustus Toplady’s song “Rock 
of  Ages” – writ ten in 1776.

Praise the Lord!  He is  the Rock of  Ages!   We have nothing to fear !  

So,  now what do we do?

It  may sound s impl ist ic ,  but  i t  is  t rue.  Our Christ ian l i fe depends entirely 
on our abiding IN Jesus.  Let’s  abide IN Him.

EXPECT TO BEAR FRUIT

As we have learned through the previous chapters,  i t  is  God’s wi l l  for  us 
to bear f ru i t  as we abide IN Him.  Jesus said,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my 
words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By 
th is  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear much frui t  and so prove to be my 
disciples.”

Let’s  expect  for  God to fu lfi l l  His promises to us.   Let’s  expect  that  His 
specific wi l l  for  you and me wi l l  be done through us as we abide IN Him.  

As we expect  God to bear f ru i t  through us,  we are more l ikely to not ice the 
subt le movements of  God and can remain al igned with Him as 
c i rcumstances change.   

What is  excit ing or  di fficult  about expect ing God to bear f ru i t  through 
you?

Turn your answers above into abiding prayer :

GOD’S WILL FOR US

God’s wi l l  for  us can be par t ia l ly  summarized as:
Love the Lord your God,
Love your neighbor,  
Rejoice a lways,  pray in a l l  c i rcumstances,  and
Go and make disciples.

NOW WHAT? LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD

Christ ians,  we need to create t ime and space in our l ives to Abide IN Him.  
I f  Jesus,  the creator  of  the universe needed to car ve-out t ime alone to 
pray,  we need to as wel l .

Pray:   Lord,  deepen my love for  you,  show me your ways so that  I  may love 
you with a l l  my hear t  and soul  and strength.

What can you do to faci l i tate t ime and space so that  you can love the 
lord?

NOW WHAT? LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR

Pray:  Lord,  you have put people a l l  around me,  who do you want me to 
love today?

Pray:  Who do you want me to forgive today?  Ask for  God’s power that  is  
IN CHRIST to forgive.

NOW WHAT? GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES

Notice the verbs – “go” and “make”.   They instruct  us to be act ively and 
intent ional ly  working to pursue and develop disc iples.  

How?  Abide IN Him. Ask Him and fol low his lead.

Who is  God leading you to disc iple so that  they Abide IN Jesus?

Pray:   Lord,  what is  my first  step to pursue them?

PRAISE HIM, WORSHIP HIM

Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.  1Thess 5:16-22

“These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my joy may be in you,  and that  
your joy may be ful l .”  John 15:11

“Therefore,  as you received Chr ist  Jesus the Lord,  so walk IN Him, rooted 
and bui l t  up IN Him and establ ished in the fa i th ,  just  as you were taught ,  
abounding in thanksgiv ing.”  Col  2:6-7

What act ions can you take that  would posit ion you to re jo ice and pray 
more?

PRAY AND PRAY AND PRAY

“You did not  choose me,  but  I  chose you and appointed you that you 
should go and bear fruit  and that your fruit  should abide (remain) ,  so 
that  whatever you ask the Father in my name,  he may give i t  to you.  These 
things I  command you,  so that  you wi l l  love one another.”  John 15:16-17

“For a l l  the promises of  God find their  Yes IN  Him.  That is  why i t  is  
through Him that  we utter  our Amen to God for  h is  glor y.”  2 Cor 1:20

Pause and pray:

The fol lowing scr ipture is  Jesus’  prayer for  us.  Receive the depth of  Jesus’  
hope for  us.

Jesus prayed:
“The glor y that  you have given me I  have given to them, that they may be 
one even as we are one,  I  in them and you in me, that they may become 
per fectly one,  so that  the world may know that  you sent me and loved 
them even as you loved me.  Father,  I  desire that  they also,  whom you have 
given me,  may be with me where I  am,  to see my glor y that  you have 
given me because you loved me before the foundat ion of  the world.  O 
r ighteous Father,  even though the world does not know you,  I  know you,  
and these know that  you have sent me.  I  made known to them your name,  
and I  wi l l  cont inue to make i t  known, that the love with which you have 
loved me may be in them, and I  in them.”  John 17:22-26

Pray your vers ion of  the fo l lowing:
“Lord,  your wi l l  for  me is  remarkable!   I t  is  hard to bel ieve the 
indescr ibable love and hope that  you have for  me.   Help me bel ieve IN you.   
Father,  thank you for  i l luminat ing the majesty of  Jesus the Savior  to me.   I  
say ‘yes’  to your invitat ion to remain in Him.  Help me to bel ieve al l  your 
promises.  Help me to receive al l  that  you desire for  me.   Help me to y ie ld 
to you so that  I  may br ing glor y to you.   Help me to receive your pruning 
as I  bear f ru i t .  Help me to hear His voice and to obey without fear.   I  
ant ic ipate your work through me to bear f ru i t  and br ing you glor y.  I  love 
you Lord.”

AMEN
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Let’s  star t  with enjoying the words from Augustus Toplady’s song “Rock 
of  Ages” – writ ten in 1776.

Praise the Lord!  He is  the Rock of  Ages!   We have nothing to fear !  

So,  now what do we do?

It  may sound s impl ist ic ,  but  i t  is  t rue.  Our Christ ian l i fe depends entirely 
on our abiding IN Jesus.  Let’s  abide IN Him.

EXPECT TO BEAR FRUIT

As we have learned through the previous chapters,  i t  is  God’s wi l l  for  us 
to bear f ru i t  as we abide IN Him.  Jesus said,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my 
words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By 
th is  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear much frui t  and so prove to be my 
disciples.”

Let’s  expect  for  God to fu lfi l l  His promises to us.   Let’s  expect  that  His 
specific wi l l  for  you and me wi l l  be done through us as we abide IN Him.  

As we expect  God to bear f ru i t  through us,  we are more l ikely to not ice the 
subt le movements of  God and can remain al igned with Him as 
c i rcumstances change.   

What is  excit ing or  di fficult  about expect ing God to bear f ru i t  through 
you?

Turn your answers above into abiding prayer :

GOD’S WILL FOR US

God’s wi l l  for  us can be par t ia l ly  summarized as:
Love the Lord your God,
Love your neighbor,  
Rejoice a lways,  pray in a l l  c i rcumstances,  and
Go and make disciples.

NOW WHAT? LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD

Christ ians,  we need to create t ime and space in our l ives to Abide IN Him.  
I f  Jesus,  the creator  of  the universe needed to car ve-out t ime alone to 
pray,  we need to as wel l .

Pray:   Lord,  deepen my love for  you,  show me your ways so that  I  may love 
you with a l l  my hear t  and soul  and strength.

What can you do to faci l i tate t ime and space so that  you can love the 
lord?

NOW WHAT? LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR

Pray:  Lord,  you have put people a l l  around me,  who do you want me to 
love today?

Pray:  Who do you want me to forgive today?  Ask for  God’s power that  is  
IN CHRIST to forgive.

NOW WHAT? GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES

Notice the verbs – “go” and “make”.   They instruct  us to be act ively and 
intent ional ly  working to pursue and develop disc iples.  

How?  Abide IN Him. Ask Him and fol low his lead.

Who is  God leading you to disc iple so that  they Abide IN Jesus?

Pray:   Lord,  what is  my first  step to pursue them?

PRAISE HIM, WORSHIP HIM

Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.  1Thess 5:16-22

“These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my joy may be in you,  and that  
your joy may be ful l .”  John 15:11

“Therefore,  as you received Chr ist  Jesus the Lord,  so walk IN Him, rooted 
and bui l t  up IN Him and establ ished in the fa i th ,  just  as you were taught ,  
abounding in thanksgiv ing.”  Col  2:6-7

What act ions can you take that  would posit ion you to re jo ice and pray 
more?

PRAY AND PRAY AND PRAY

“You did not  choose me,  but  I  chose you and appointed you that you 
should go and bear fruit  and that your fruit  should abide (remain) ,  so 
that  whatever you ask the Father in my name,  he may give i t  to you.  These 
things I  command you,  so that  you wi l l  love one another.”  John 15:16-17

“For a l l  the promises of  God find their  Yes IN  Him.  That is  why i t  is  
through Him that  we utter  our Amen to God for  h is  glor y.”  2 Cor 1:20

Pause and pray:

The fol lowing scr ipture is  Jesus’  prayer for  us.  Receive the depth of  Jesus’  
hope for  us.

Jesus prayed:
“The glor y that  you have given me I  have given to them, that they may be 
one even as we are one,  I  in them and you in me, that they may become 
per fectly one,  so that  the world may know that  you sent me and loved 
them even as you loved me.  Father,  I  desire that  they also,  whom you have 
given me,  may be with me where I  am,  to see my glor y that  you have 
given me because you loved me before the foundat ion of  the world.  O 
r ighteous Father,  even though the world does not know you,  I  know you,  
and these know that  you have sent me.  I  made known to them your name,  
and I  wi l l  cont inue to make i t  known, that the love with which you have 
loved me may be in them, and I  in them.”  John 17:22-26

Pray your vers ion of  the fo l lowing:
“Lord,  your wi l l  for  me is  remarkable!   I t  is  hard to bel ieve the 
indescr ibable love and hope that  you have for  me.   Help me bel ieve IN you.   
Father,  thank you for  i l luminat ing the majesty of  Jesus the Savior  to me.   I  
say ‘yes’  to your invitat ion to remain in Him.  Help me to bel ieve al l  your 
promises.  Help me to receive al l  that  you desire for  me.   Help me to y ie ld 
to you so that  I  may br ing glor y to you.   Help me to receive your pruning 
as I  bear f ru i t .  Help me to hear His voice and to obey without fear.   I  
ant ic ipate your work through me to bear f ru i t  and br ing you glor y.  I  love 
you Lord.”

AMEN
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Let’s  star t  with enjoying the words from Augustus Toplady’s song “Rock 
of  Ages” – writ ten in 1776.

Praise the Lord!  He is  the Rock of  Ages!   We have nothing to fear !  

So,  now what do we do?

It  may sound s impl ist ic ,  but  i t  is  t rue.  Our Christ ian l i fe depends entirely 
on our abiding IN Jesus.  Let’s  abide IN Him.

EXPECT TO BEAR FRUIT

As we have learned through the previous chapters,  i t  is  God’s wi l l  for  us 
to bear f ru i t  as we abide IN Him.  Jesus said,  “ I f  you abide in me,  and my 
words abide in you,  ask whatever you wish,  and i t  wi l l  be done for  you.  By 
th is  my Father is  glor ified,  that  you bear much frui t  and so prove to be my 
disciples.”

Let’s  expect  for  God to fu lfi l l  His promises to us.   Let’s  expect  that  His 
specific wi l l  for  you and me wi l l  be done through us as we abide IN Him.  

As we expect  God to bear f ru i t  through us,  we are more l ikely to not ice the 
subt le movements of  God and can remain al igned with Him as 
c i rcumstances change.   

What is  excit ing or  di fficult  about expect ing God to bear f ru i t  through 
you?

Turn your answers above into abiding prayer :

GOD’S WILL FOR US

God’s wi l l  for  us can be par t ia l ly  summarized as:
Love the Lord your God,
Love your neighbor,  
Rejoice a lways,  pray in a l l  c i rcumstances,  and
Go and make disciples.

NOW WHAT? LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD

Christ ians,  we need to create t ime and space in our l ives to Abide IN Him.  
I f  Jesus,  the creator  of  the universe needed to car ve-out t ime alone to 
pray,  we need to as wel l .

Pray:   Lord,  deepen my love for  you,  show me your ways so that  I  may love 
you with a l l  my hear t  and soul  and strength.

What can you do to faci l i tate t ime and space so that  you can love the 
lord?

NOW WHAT? LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR

Pray:  Lord,  you have put people a l l  around me,  who do you want me to 
love today?

Pray:  Who do you want me to forgive today?  Ask for  God’s power that  is  
IN CHRIST to forgive.

NOW WHAT? GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES

Notice the verbs – “go” and “make”.   They instruct  us to be act ively and 
intent ional ly  working to pursue and develop disc iples.  

How?  Abide IN Him. Ask Him and fol low his lead.

Who is  God leading you to disc iple so that  they Abide IN Jesus?

Pray:   Lord,  what is  my first  step to pursue them?

PRAISE HIM, WORSHIP HIM

Rejoice a lways,  pray without ceasing,  g ive thanks in a l l  c i rcumstances;  
for  th is  is  the wi l l  of  God in Chr ist  Jesus for  you.  1Thess 5:16-22

“These things I  have spoken to you,  that  my joy may be in you,  and that  
your joy may be ful l .”  John 15:11

“Therefore,  as you received Chr ist  Jesus the Lord,  so walk IN Him, rooted 
and bui l t  up IN Him and establ ished in the fa i th ,  just  as you were taught ,  
abounding in thanksgiv ing.”  Col  2:6-7

What act ions can you take that  would posit ion you to re jo ice and pray 
more?

PRAY AND PRAY AND PRAY

“You did not  choose me,  but  I  chose you and appointed you that you 
should go and bear fruit  and that your fruit  should abide (remain) ,  so 
that  whatever you ask the Father in my name,  he may give i t  to you.  These 
things I  command you,  so that  you wi l l  love one another.”  John 15:16-17

“For a l l  the promises of  God find their  Yes IN  Him.  That is  why i t  is  
through Him that  we utter  our Amen to God for  h is  glor y.”  2 Cor 1:20

Pause and pray:

The fol lowing scr ipture is  Jesus’  prayer for  us.  Receive the depth of  Jesus’  
hope for  us.

Jesus prayed:
“The glor y that  you have given me I  have given to them, that they may be 
one even as we are one,  I  in them and you in me, that they may become 
per fectly one,  so that  the world may know that you sent me and loved 
them even as you loved me.  Father,  I  desire that  they also,  whom you have 
given me,  may be with me where I  am,  to see my glor y that  you have 
given me because you loved me before the foundat ion of  the world.  O 
r ighteous Father,  even though the world does not know you,  I  know you,  
and these know that  you have sent me.  I  made known to them your name,  
and I  wi l l  cont inue to make i t  known, that the love with which you have 
loved me may be in them, and I  in them.”  John 17:22-26

Pray your vers ion of  the fo l lowing:
“Lord,  your wi l l  for  me is  remarkable!   I t  is  hard to bel ieve the 
indescr ibable love and hope that  you have for  me.   Help me bel ieve IN you.   
Father,  thank you for  i l luminat ing the majesty of  Jesus the Savior  to me.   I  
say ‘yes’  to your invitat ion to remain in Him.  Help me to bel ieve al l  your 
promises.  Help me to receive al l  that  you desire for  me.   Help me to y ie ld 
to you so that  I  may br ing glor y to you.   Help me to receive your pruning 
as I  bear f ru i t .  Help me to hear His voice and to obey without fear.   I  
ant ic ipate your work through me to bear f ru i t  and br ing you glor y.  I  love 
you Lord.”

AMEN

57 ABIDE IN JESUS  |  HIS INVITATION



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This devot ional  was prompted by Andrew Murray’s book ,  “Abide in 
Chr ist”.   After  meditat ing through “Abide in Chr ist”,  each of  the authors 
heard Murray’s c lear  communicat ion of  God’s deep truths and were 
changed as we chose to abide IN Jesus.   We are eternal ly  thankful  for  the 
frui t  that  God cont inues to grow in our l ives because of  Murray’s work in 
Chr ist ,  just  as i t  has in the l ives of  others for  over 150 years s ince i ts  
in i t ia l  publ ishing.  

At least  a dozen people gave of  themselves to produce this  writ ing.  God 
knows who you are.  Thank you.

May God bless you as you abide and remain IN Jesus – the lover of  our 
souls.

Fur ther Reading:

Book of  John – Chapters 13-17

“Abide in Chr ist”  by Andrew Murray

“Praying Li fe”  by Donald Mi l ler

“The Pract ice of  the Presence of  God” by Brother Lawrence

Fur ther Connections:

Please find our Facebook Group at  “Abide In Jesus -  His Invitat ion”
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